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ADFERTlSEMENf to the THIRD EDITION. 

THE failure of fuccefs in the American War having deeply 
engaged the public attention, the following Collection has 
been made of the Charges in and out of Parliament, that ars 
faid to have given rife to the enquiry into the condudl of the 
war, of the Evidence given at the Bar of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and of the Strictures that have been made during the 
courfe, and iince the clofe, of that enquiry ; in order to lay 
before the public a compreheniive view of that moft Important 
Queftion. 

In this edition many Interesting Papers have been added : 
The reader will readily diftinguifli thefe additions, as they are 
marked in the table of contents : It is hoped the Gentlemen who 
ient the feveral inclofures, will be fatisfied with the manner in 
^hich they have been arranged. From the great additions and 
the new arrangement, the whole forming a regular ferles of 
the tranfatftions of the war, it was found necelTary to alter the 
Title from A Vi^jo of the KnJielence to that of 

The DETAIL and CONDUCT of the American War. 

In the iirft editions, the Evidence given before the Houfe of 
Commons, was, imavoidably, from the hurry of an early publi- 
cation, in a great degree imperfect : but in this, the whole has been 
^ven in a very full and correft manner, nothing but the trivial 
and uninterelting queftions being omitted. 



*^* The MoKTHLY Reviett for July laft, in giving acha- 
radler of this Work, which it does in the moft favourable terms, 
concludes thus : " It is really a melancholy retrofpedt which is 
** here given of our military exploits in attempting to reduce the 
** revolted colonies ; and the whole concludes with a Review 
" of the War^ which is written with a fpirit, that may ferve 
*• alternately to freeze and fire the blood of the indignant reader," 
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LordH/Kve in afpcech in the Houfe of Commons^ April iqth^ J^779» ^^- H^wc'a 
^a'Vf the fcllozving reafons for ilctnanSuig an enquiry into his o^^vn and rcafons foC 
his hrether* s conduSl : " They had hen arraigned i7i pamphlets a?id in "^"^^^^^^^^ 
** ne-ivs papers^ ivritten hy perfons in high credit and C:))iftdence "ivith 
*' minijhrs\ hy fe-veral members of that Houfe^ in that Houfc^ in the 
'* face of the nation ; hy fame of great credit and vcfpeB. in their puh- 
*' lie chara'^ers^ kno<wn to he countenanced hy admhi'Ji ration ', and that 
*' one of them in particular y Gon^ei-nor JohnJIone^ had made the moji 
** direil andfpccific charges,^* 



n*i * - ^ - -> i- *-^' ^- h ' -./■ T" _ - *-^ 



The Pieces alluded to hy his LordJIjip are in/erted^ to gi'VS 
the reader a full and conneSled 'vie-'W of the fuhje^^ 

hetter from Boston^ April 2^thy 1775"' 

AFTER a variety of commotions, all of which portended blood- l^ifc of the 
fhed, a rebellious war broke out on the 19th of this month ; rebcUioBi 

on that day our troops were attacked at Lexington and Concord^ 
the whole country nfin^^ upon them, and a straggling encounter 
enfued from thefe towns to this place : but as you will have a nar- 
rative of that bufinefs from others who faw more of it than fell to 
my fliare, I ihall confine myfelf to the giving you a fliort flate of 

this country, and an enumeration of the caufes which have produc- 
ed this rebellion* 

Since my arrival in this quaiter of the world, I have endeavoured 
to obtain from the mofl intelligent people, fome authentic informa- 
tion refpedjng this country and the opinions of its inhabitants* 
What follows IS the refult of my political enquiries. Every perfon 
I converfc with here is of opinion, that the prefcnt infurreinons are 
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principally owing to the infrruflion and cnconras;ement the rehets^ 
have, tor mariy years paft, received from defperare and nefarious 
factions at home, enemies both to the church and conflltnrion of 
England, comprehending" various defcriptions of men, from the dil- 
2.ge(rtcdor dXappointed Y<ttx and Commoner, down to the fnufHing 
Oracles of non conformift conventicles. 
Nuir.Der of The white inhabitants on this continent are eftimnted at upwards 
pcopla. q£ j^q millions ; more than- one fourth of this number are reckoned 

to occupy the four New England provinces and colonies. In this 
province of iMairachufTets, the people are computed at three hun- 
dred thoufand, calculating from their militia lills, in which, it it 
faad, they number upwards of lixty thoufand men. I know it is 
induftrioufly propagated throughout America, that the number of 
fouls exceeds four millions, but that, from good authority, is on- 
ly a political fiction fabricated to infpire the people with high ideas 

of their own power. 

It is confefied, that in this province, very early notions of inde- 
pendency have at times been apparent ; that every where for a 
courfe of years the rapid population of the northern and middle co- 
lonics have been fpoken of with exultation ; and that it has been a 
pleafing topic of converfation with many, that in fome future pe- 
riod, when fuch a large continent ftiould be well peopled, it would 
naturally difengage itfelf from the domination of a very fmall and 
diftant territory : but thefe laft difcourfes have always till of late 
been confidered as the cSulions of Ignorance, or the fanciful reveries 
©f fpeculative men. 

What haitened to approximate the prefent reliflance, was the lit- 
tle attention given by government at home, for the long fpace of 
150 years, to the regulation of the colonies. Before the adt laying 
ftamp duties pafled, the internal polity of the fevcral provinces 
fhould have been reformed. — Regulation of their refpcdtive fubor- 
dinate legiilatures ftiould have preceded taxation. 

But the laft war would have been a proper time for laying a tax, 

or introducing a regulation of their governments ; when poflcfTed 

with the dread of being driven into the fea by the French, they 

were lifting up their trembling hands to this country for aid ; and 

Oar want of ^y^ en England was expending thoufands of men, and millions of 

^^^?' money in their defence : — not furcly when the French had been 

fwept from the continent; when all our troops were withdrawn; 
when the Americans were confcious of the advantages accruing to 
them from our remote iituation ; and v/hen they felt and prided 
themfelvcs in their own ftrength. 

The repeal of the ftarap afi was yet more injudicious and impo- 
litic than the enacting it. It is generally admitted that it might 
cafily have been enforced ; for no conveyance of property could be 
legal, without a fubmillion to the aift ; and if it had not been repeal- 
ed, it would in many refpccts have enforced itfelf. The Americans 
were alfo at that time totally unprepared for rebellion, and the 
quartering a regiment or tv/o in three or four of the principal 
towns on the continent, under proper orders, muft foon have de- 
cided the difputc : — but fincc that fatal repeal, no condudt on our 
' part, whether gentle or vigorous, could be of any avail ; — the re- 

i>sl leaders hid always % fi&UO\M colour in which to reprefent it ; 
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ifr-p*entle meafures, faid they with much apparent contempt of us, 
l^erc only the effects of our fears and of their firmnefs ; — ^and on vi- 
gort>iis measures, they recurred with vehemence to their favourite 
Lvy of oppreinon. 

Little need he fnid of g-overnors or their abilities ; t^ey con- j^;j-j.p ^.p. 

tributcd, not indeed defiq;nedly, to bring- fonvard the prefent com- fmt^tion of 

motions. In their difpatches to government, they imputed all the Gorcrnors. 
oppontion made to them, to the turbulent efforts of a fmall fac- 
tion, which being credited at home, prevented miniflry from adopt- 
ing" fuch early meafures as are nccclJbry to counteraiSl meditated in- 
furrcclions. Perhaps, if they had informed miniftry that their op- 
pofors compofcd great part of the people, it might have been 
thoup;ht prudent to have removed men who owned themfelves un- 
popular, — a decree feldom rcliflied by his Majefly's reprcfcntarives. 

Unhappily for England, governors cither law not, or would not 
fee, the true llate of this coiintrv% till every circumilance that offer- 
ed wore the face of fpcedy revolt, — Then moft certainly they were 
frecjucnt enough in rlieir reprefentations, but the Americans from 
their long preparations will fet out with many advantages. 

You may judge of the good policy of fome governors from an 
action of one of them, confeliedly of the firfl abilities in his rank. 
Aftt'r rlie tumults and infurredlions that followed the ilamp adl, 
when every man of common penetration faw that independency was 
the aim of the leaders of the populace, this gentleman, though no 
foldicr, in a fit of m'litary enthufiafm, fat down, and with much 
fatisfa^rtion to himfelf, compiled, not a fliort book of militia exercife- 
In'facl, the genius of the Norfolk difcipline, was transfufcd into 
this imprudent publication. And what may be thought ftill more 
extraordinary, the regiments here till very lately lent the militia 
fome of their befl non commiflioned officers to difcipline them. 

The American leaders aded very artfully till they were ready to Art of A- 
throw off the mafk. Though they vented cyery degree of abufe merican 
againft their governors for mifreprefenting them, as they" faid ; yet Icaucis, 
they conftantly made Urong profeffions of loyalty to the King. 
Thefe profeflions were intended to affedt the credibility of whatever 
reprefentations governors might make of their feditlous condu^l". If 
they gained belief, then they outwitted both governors and admi- 
Bill-ration ; if they did not, it gave them farther occafion of conti- 
nuing their unwarrantable clamours and outrages, which keeping 
the minds of the common people in conilant irritation and ferment, 
they were ready for any defperate attempt. 

Openly and fccrctly abetted and puflied on by a traiterous 
oppolition at home, every art and alliduity were exerted to keep the 
people in this inflafned llatc of mrnd. — The trifling duty on tea, 
and the importation of it into America by the Eaft India Company, 
were only pretexts for riling in arms ; if thefe had not occurred, 
they would have feized any other opportunity that offered ; and if 
cone had, their fertile, impatient, and prepared minds would have 

created one. Some make no doubt, if we adt ivith proper fpirit^ 
but that the partisans of rebellion will foon be convinced of their 
error, and that thofe very people whom they have deluded will 
turn out their bittcrcfl enemies ; thefe argue from the rebels being 
8l) raiir men, from their foon exhaufling their prefent magazinea, 
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from the difficulties they will meet with in obtaining farther fup- 
plies, from their being almoil all married which mult make their 
lofs of men more heavily felt, and from their being in every ref- 
pect a defpicable crew when compared with our veterans. Others 
thick that the conteft will not be lb foon terminated, as the coun- 
try is extenfive, and faid to be unanimous ; and that the feveritics 
of war, and the dreadful experience of the miferies attendinj^ their 
wanton revolt mufc be felt fometime before their pride will be pro- 
perly lowered. 

Their worthy correfpondents in Ens^land, you mufl: underfland, 
have afiuredthem that their friends,with thcoppotitionattheir head, 
are increafing every day ; and that there will be infurreclions in 
ever}' corner of the kingdom in their favour. Though wc laugh 
at this intelligence, yet the minlitry v/ill have enough to do in the 
ftruggle, to remedy the evils that have been accumulating for thefe 
lait hundred and fifty years, from the political neglecls of their 
predeceflbrs. 

Some hopes againfi the revolt becoming general, are derived 
from the charatler of the northern inhabitants not being very po- 
pular in the fouthcrn colonies ; they are faid to be deligning and 
ielfifli ; but, perhaps, this is a more general character in nature 
than has been imagined, and that the New England men only dif- 
fer from others in their mode of fiicwing it. In the mean time, it 

appears to me, that every flep they take feems to have been pre- 
concerted. Their independent clergy and their lawyers have been 
great promoters of rebellion. 

I have now given you the true flate of this country, as far as I 
could collect it from the moll fenfible and impartial people. I have 
alluded in particular to the conduct of the MalTachufets, as this 
province has always dictated to, and been followed by the other 
colonies and provinces. 

in addition to our political negligence refpc(5ting the colonies, 
oppofition had fome very ripe and forward fpirits here to work 
upon, all which, added to their ov/n defpcratc exertions, rendered 
a rebellion inevitable. 

-Sitaatioa. The firft fettlers in this country were independents, both in religi- 
ous and political opinion, and their tenets have been carefully tranf- 
mitted through every generation to their prefent defcendants ; — 
the progrefs of their population has alfo been very rapid ; — thefe to- 
gether with their great diuance from England, have all tended to 
weaken the idea of any durable connedtion with, or dependance on 

the mother country: — Thefe are caufes arifing from education and 
natural fituation, 
Impaljcy. No proper attention had been given, for a century and an half to 

the regulation of their internal government ; — ^we had either impo- 
liticly drove the French out of Canada, or after having done it, 
we impoliticly negleded to eftablilh fome other equivalent check 
over them ;— wehad never accuflomed them to obedience whilft they 
were few in number, confequently w^eak, and fcattered in thin 
f patches over an extended continent, yet thought proper to expert 

it from them, when they were grown numerous, rich, and power- 

|yl, zt a time too, when we had comparatively fpeaking, no mili- 
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tary force in the co\intry : — Thefe are caufes anfing from our own 
Impolitic conduft. 




cum 

that , ..- .. 

Ing aid for tbefe laft ten years, this country would yet have been 

in peace. However, on the moft comprchenlu-e view, this rebel- 
lion is the refult of the natural fituatlon of the Americans, of our 
own political blindncfs and negligence, and of the moll: unremitting 
treachery and criminal depravity of an abandoned oppofitlon, who 
with a bafenefs beyond example, fecm to have united every effort 
to betray their country. 



Letter from Boston, J^fy S^^^ ^775- 

AN almoft conftant hurry, a fucceffion of unexpe£i:ed events, Plm to eut 
and a crowd of reflexions during^ my few lelfure hours, have ('Hthc army 
till the prefent day prevented my writing. Bat I fliall beinn rcgu- ^'^ l^'^^o'i* 
larlv. Gen. Gage was both well informed and prudent in lortify- 
hig Boilon neck. The rebels had laid a plan to furprife the town, 
to cut off the troops and the loyal fubjedh. This was difcovered 
through the llirong inveteracy of fome of the confplrators, who 
could not help enjoying before hand in converfation, the pleasure 
of the maffacre. Proper meafures were taken to prevent it ; but no 
fearch made for concealed arms* The evening of St. George's day 
was the time fixed ; the officers doors were to be particularly mark- 
.ed. A hint from the bible. 

The i8th of April, at eleven at night, Soo grenadiers and light A<f>ion at 
infantry embarked at the common, under Lieut, Col. Smith, and t;o"curd, 
landed at Phipps's farm. The object, to cfcilroy a rebel magazine 
at Concord, about 20 miles diftunt. On their route, early ne^it 
mprning, the igrh, at Lexington, they were oppofed by a body 
of armed men, who from fences fired upon our advanced guard, but 
were foon difpcrfed. Arriving at Concord, we executed the pur- 

pofe for which we were detached, throwing into the river near an 
hundred barrels of gun powder, a quantity of falted provillons and 
flour, and dcliroyed three guns, and fome gun carnages. Capt, 
Parfons fent forward from the bridge with three companies, on 
his return found that Capt. Laurie who had been left to poiTefs 
it was driven off; luckily for him and his party the rebels did not 
break up the bridge, or he and his men would have been cut off. 
On this fpot they found three of Laurie's men who had been j^eij^j ^^^^ 
wounded, dreadfully mangled by the rebels ; thev were fcalped, city, 
their cars cut off, and gouged, this lall: is pufliing the eyes out of the 
fockets, and yet thefe miferable men were iVill alive. From Concord 
back to Lexington, we fuflained a conllant fire from every fence, 
houfe, hollow way, and height as wc paffed along. Here Lord 

Percy joined us with the firft brigade. He had left Boflon at 9 o'clock 
that morning. It was a ncccffary reinforcement, for the. whole 
country were in arms, and all the picked men for 40 miles round. 

We got back to Bolton with the lofs of upwards of fifty men, and 

many 
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many more wounded. This finlflied our escurfions agalnft rebel 
maj^azines. I cannot rell the rebel lofs. 

Strange ^^^ fecret had been ill kept, the rebels knew our intention and 

blunders, were prepared for us. Lieut. Col. Smith's party would have been 

deftroyed had not Lord Pcrcv joined him, and even he was almoil 
too late from two fliipid blunders we committed. The jreneral or- 
dered the nrfl brigade under arms at four in the morninq"; thefc or- 
ders the evening before were carried to the brigade major's ; he was 
not at home ; the orders were left ; no enquiry was made after 
him; he came home late ; his fervant forgot to tell him there was 
a letter on his table ; four o'clock came ; no brigade appeared ; at 
five o'clock an esprefs from Smith deiiringa reinforcemeat produc- 
ed an enquirv ; the above difcovery v/as made ; at \\x o'clock part 
of the brigade got on the parade j there they waited expecting 
the marines ; at feven no marines appearing, another enquiry com- 
menced ; thev faid they had received no orders ; it was alfertcd 
they had ; in the ahercation it came out that the order had been 
addrellcd to IMajor Pitcairn who commanded the marines and left 

at his quarters, though the gentleman concerned in this bufinefs 
ought to have recollected that Pitcairn had been difpatched 

, the evening before with the grenadiers and light infantry under 
Lieut. Col. Smith, This double miftake loil us from four till 
©ine o'clock, the time we marched off to fupport Col, Smith, 
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Mavufcript copies of the fclh'.vlng 'very Important a7id curious letters le-^ 
txiren General Ho-zve and one of his mojt rcfpe^alle conjittuents in 

l^sttingham ha~-ir.^ heen con:municat£d as genuiiic^ and as a mafler 
icy to that general's future conduB in protraSling the *i^'ar — the^ 
here laid before the public^ 




Copy of a letter fj-cm Mr, Kirk^ grocer in Nottingham, ia Gen, HtKve, 

SIR, 

CANNOT eafily dcfcrlbe the difcontent and difappointment 

which appears among a very great number of your conflitu- 

cnts here, on account of your having accepted a command in the 

expedition againilour American brethren, From the opinion I had 

of your integrity in general, I voted for you at the late eletStion, 

notwithfianding you had in fome recent inftances a6ted contrary to 

my fentiments. I took the liberty to tell ypu fo^ and aiked you 

the following queftions : viz. 
Mr. KirVs Whether you thought our whole army would not be infufficient 
ccnoas jq conqucr America ? 
5ttciiions. j£ ^.^^ ^j^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^Yic miniftry had puflicd this matter too 

f ar ? ' 

Whether if you fhould be appointed to a command, you would 

rcfufe ? And 

"Whether you would vote for the repeal of the four a£b of par- 
liament, which vou are now going to enforce ? 
■* If I am not miftaken, and I believe you will allow that I am notj 

you anfwered to even.^ one of thefe queries ia the affirmative. This 
out of pure regard to your iuterefl: here, I have made known to 

numbers 
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mimbers who were in the fame ftutc of fufpencc with myfcif, as to 
the propriety of ovir condut^t at the election j and it hiis fcrved to 
remove in a great meafure the ill imprcllions, by which vou yoiir- 
felfwas very fcnfiblv affcfted while anioncj us. 

We are however ai]i.ired, that Gen. Howe is preparing to em- 
bark for America, in order to enforce the nets. Judge, if you can, 
the confuiion this occalions among your friends. The moft plaufiblc 

€xcufe that is made among us, is, that the King fent for you, and 
vvhat could you do \ 

Now I muft beg leave to fay, that I think you might have acled 
the part of a great man, in refuling to go againll: this people on 
many accounts ; but to fay nothing of politics, your brother died 
there ; they have lliewn their gratitude to your name and family, 
by cre(5ling a monument to him who bled in the caufe of freedom 
amongll them ; to him who dared to atSl in oppofiiion to a court, 
when his judgment informed him that oppohtlon was right ; and 
vet — he was a foldler. Our paflions were wrought upon at the e- 
leftion, by the mention of his honoured name in a paper, which 
you may perhaps remember ; and may I not mention it to you with 
a wifli, that you would follow fo -amiable, fo difmtereflcd, fo re- 
vered a character ? I believe you have not even an enemy who 
would impute your refufuig to go to want of courage ; nay, your 
courage would be made more confpicuous by the refufal. 

If you fhould refolvc at all events to go, I dont wifli you may Wlihes h^- 
fall, as many do, but cannot fay I wifli fuccefs to the undertaking, '"^y f*dW 

Thefe, Sir, are the fentimeuts of many here, as well as of 

Nottingham^ 1 Your obedient fcrvant, 

Fch 10, 1775. ; (Signed) SAMUEL KIRK« 



General Ho-zve to Mr, Kirk, 

S I R, 

I HAVE read your letter of the loth with fo much the greater 

degree of concern, as I had flattered myfelf I had removed all thofe 
prejudices you had entertained againft me, when I had the pleafure 
of being with you at the election. The rancour and malice of fome 
of thofe who were not my friends at the election, fills me with a- 
itonifliment in the inftance you mention, of their wiflics for my fall 

m America. 

My going thither was not my feeking, I was ordered, and could 
not refufe, without incurring the odious nnme of backwardncfst 
to ferving my country in a day of diflrefs : — fo contrary are men's 

opinions here, to fome with you, that infl:ead of the grollefl: a- Comrli- 
bufe, I have been moft highly complimented upon theoccaiion, hy mempd by 
tJjofe ^i.vho are enjcn a'verfe to the ?neafures of admhiijiration^ oppoiition. 

Every man's private feelings ought to give way to the fervicc of 
the public at all times ; but particularly when of that delicate na- 
ture, in which our affairs iland at prcfent. Whatever opprobrious 
names I may be called by at Nottingham-, I am encouraged to fay, 
that no fuch epithets will be put to it in any other quarter; I en* 
treat you in particular to fufpend your judgment in thefc matters, 
-until the event f roves ?ne Hw^^^orihy of your j-upfert^ 

One 



G- Howe's One word upon America : 

opinion of ■ You are much deceived, if you fuppole that there are not niany 

loyal and peaceable fubje<^ m that country. I may fafely ajfert^ 

that the znfurgent^ are vcryfe^^ in comparifon of the'vohnle people. 

There are certainly thofe who do not agree to a taxation from 
hence, but who do not \\ri{h to fever themfelves from the fuprema- 
cy of this country. This laft fet of men I fliould hope, by their 
being, relieved from, the grievance, will moft readily return to all 
due obedience to the laws. 

With reipeft to thefeviy^ who I am told defire to feparatc them- 
felves from the mother country, I truft, when they find they arc 
Bot fupported in their frantic ideas by the more moderate which 1 
have defcribed, they will from fear of piiniflimentfubfide to the laws; 
- With regard to trade, this country rauft now fix the foundation 
of its ftabifity ^rith America, by procuring a lafting obedience to 
our laws : without which it can never arrive at that peimanancyj 
fo abfblutely requifite for the well being- of this empire. - ~ 

I am, Sir, 
^een Street, \ Your faithful and obedient fervanr^ ' 

Feh. 21, 1775- J (Signed) WILLIAM HOWE.- 



Defcription of ChArlestown Neck^ 

w 

ri « ^^ 

DercrJpuon A ■ <}±hs fccue of what is called the battle of Bunker's hill, yras the! 
of field of J^ peninfula of Charleftown. It lies direftly oppofite to the 
bactic north part of the town of' Bolton, from which it is feparated by 

Charles riTer, which in this place is.about 450 yardaf wide; The 
length of the peninfula from north to fouth is abput a mile, and at 
its fouthem extremity it is a little more than half a mile broad, and 
from hence It gradually grows narrower to the iilhmus. , Upon the 
fouth weft point of the peninfula the town of Gharleftown li:bod,and 
to the fouth eaft-there'is a rifing ground, that projects a little out- 
wards, which is called Morton's point. On the eaft is Myflic ri- 
ver, which is about half a mile over, and on the welt is a large 
bay and a mill-pond. 

Tht ifthmus which joins the peninfula to the continent, is rathei? 
artificial than natural. It is not more that 30 yards in width, and 
is fb low and fiat as frequently to.be quite overflowed by the tides* 
Immediately adjoining, to the ifthmus, upon the continent, is a 
large level common, through which the road to Cambridge lies. 

Upon the peninfula there are two principal heights. The firil 
Begins at the iilhmus, and rifing gradually " for about 300 yards, 
forms a large round fmooth hill, which floping on each fide to the 

water, commands the entrance into the town of Charlellown. ThiS 
is' known in the' country by the name of Bunker's hilh It is confi- 
derably higher than any other ground on the peninfula, and it is 
here that the Americans ought to have taken poll on the night of 
the i6th June, inilead of breaking ground upoii Greenes hill, which 
we have always miflaken for Bunker's hill. 
" Green's hilt is fituated nearly in the middle of the peninfula, thfi 
Hope from it is gradual, and nearly equal oh every fide, except to- 
. wards Bunker's hiil, to which.it is joined by a ridge of high ground 

running 
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tanning From north to fouth in tlie form of a faddlci From- th* 
fummit of Bunker's hill to the fiimmit of Green's hill :s juft h:Uf a 
mile, and from Green's hill to Charles river, which feparates the 
peninfula from Bodon is 500 yards. The grounds being chieHf 
cultivated for ^^rafs, there were very few trees upon the place; but: 
as it was owned by a i^i-ear number of different people, ahnoll every 
houfe keeper in the town of Charleftown havin^r a fcparate palhirc 
for a cow, it was interfei^ed by a vafi: niuiiher of fences, eyce^ir ac 
the north end of the peninfula, ubouc the fammit of B-iiiker's hill, 
and from thence to the iilhmus, where a hxrc:e tra.'l: of jj-round b'.'ing" 

owned by ouc perfon, it was perfe'6tly finooth and free froin ob- 
ilrudions. 
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Letter from 'BosTQ-^, July ^th^ i775* 

ON the 17th June, at day break, wc faw the rebels at xrork Attack of 
throwin^^ .up intrenchments on Bunker's hill; by mid-day "°"1 ^^^•S 
they had completed a redoubt of earth on the hrlg-ht about thirty 
yards fquarc; and from the left of that, a line of about h:tlf a 
mile in Icnfrth down to Myftic river : of this line 100 yards next 
the redoubt were alfo earth, above five feet hij^h, all the re(l dowa 
to the water coniiltcd of two rovvs of fence rails, the interval filled 
with bufties, hay, and grafs, which they found on the fpot.- Ear- 
ly in the afternoon, from a battery in the corner of the redoubt, 
they fired feven or ci^ht fiiot into the north end of the town j on© 

ihot went throug-h an old houfc, another throuefh a fence, and the 
rcll: (luck in the face of Cobb's hilh Ac this time their lines were 
Attacked by Major Gen; Howe at the head of 1600 men, compofed 
of twenty, companies of grenadiers and light infantry, forty meii 
each, with the ,5th, 38th^ 45d, and gad reG;iments, . Gen. Hovve 
commanded on the right with the light infantry and grenadiers^ 

Brig. Gen* Pigot on the left; while Pigot attacked ^e redoubt, 
Howe was to force the grafs fence, gain the rebel's left 'flank and 
rear, and furround the rcuoubt. Our troops advanced with greaf 
confidence, expetSting an eafy viflory. As they were marching up, it ik tatl 
to attack, our artillery flopped firing, the general on enquiiii)g the ^^ ^^ poyn*" 

reafon, was told they had got twelve pound balls to fix poun- '^*^"*' 
dcrs, but that they had grape fliot ; en this he ordered them fonvard 
snd to fire grape* As we approached, an incelTant ftrcarh of fire pour- 
ed from the rebel lines, it fccmed a continued fiieet of fire for near 
thirty minutes'.' Our light infantry were fcrved up in companies 
againft the grafs fence,! without being able to pcn&trate ;. indeed 
how could we penetrate, mofl of our grenadiers nnd light infantry 

the moment of prefentirig thcmfclves lofl three-fourths, and mtiny* ' 
nine-tenths of thelrmen- Some had only eight and nine men a com- 
pany left, fome only three, four, and five,. On the left Pigot wa? 
llaggered and actually retreated ; obferve our men were not driven 
hack, they aftually retreated by orders ; great pains have be^n ta- 
ken to huddle up this, matter : however, they almofl inflantly came 
on again and mounted the redoubt. The rebels then run without 
firing another ihot, and. our men who firfi: mounted gave them % 

^j*c or two oa their bacsSi Ac thia time, Warren,..thc rebel com- 
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Wixrcft, inander fell : he tv-ss a pbyfician, little mo-r th?.n thirty years of 

a^Tc ; he died in his belt cloTths ; every body reiiiemb?red his fine 
liik frineed waifVcoat. The ri2:ht flank of the rebel li:^es beiner now 
gained, and not the left as was intended, their whole body run 
alon^ the neck to CaTnbrid^^e. No purfuit was made. 

We have loLl looo irien killed and wo-.inJed. "We burned Charlcf- 
town durin^T- the en?aa"ement, as the '-ebcls from it excecdin[:;lv e:;il- 

led our left. Major Pitcairn was killed from it. Too E^re:it a con- 
tidence in ourfelves, which is alwavs danc^^roiis, occaiioned this 
dreadful lofs. Let us take the b-jll h\' the horns, was the phrafc 
of fome Errcat men amon^ us as we m.ircJied on. We went to bat* 
tic without even rcconnoiterinr^ the poiit'on of the enemy. Had 
we only wanted to drive them from their srround, without the lofs 
of a man, the Cvmetry tranfport, which drew little water, and 
mounted i8 nine pounders, could have been towed op ?vlvfl:lc chan- 
nel, and brought to within mufket fliot of their left flaiik, which 
was quite naked, and fhe could have lain water borne at the lovvefl 
ebb tide: or one of our covered boats, mufket p '-oof, carrvintra 
heavy piece of cannon, might have been rowed clofe in, and one 
chartrc on their uncovered flank, would have diflodned them in a 
Errors in moment. Had we intended to have taken the whole rebel army 
our attack, priloners, wc needed only have landed in their rear and occupied 

the high ground above Bunker's hill, by this movement we fliut them 
up in the peninfula as in a bag, their rear cxpofed to the fire of 
our cannon, and if we pleafed our mufquetry : in fliort, they muft 
have furrendered infl:antly, or been blown to pieces. But from an 
abfurd and defl:ru(rtive confidence, carelefnefs, or ignorance, wc 
have loft a thoufand of our beft men and ofBcers, and have given 
the rebels great matter of triumph, by fliewing them what mifchief 
they can do us. They were not followed, though Clinton propofed 
it. Their deferters iince tell us, that not a man would have re- 
mained at Cambridge, had but a fingle regiment been feen coming 
along the neck. Had wc feen and rejected all the advantages I 
have mentioned above, even our manner of attacking in front was 
ruinous. In advancing, not a fliot (liould have been fired, as it 
retarded the troops, whofe movement (liould have been as rapid as 
poilible. They fliould not have been brought up in line, but in 
columns with light infantry in the intervals, to keep up a fmart 
fire againft the top of the breaft work. If this had been done, their 
works would have been carried in three minutes, with not a tenth 
part of cur prefect lofs. We fliould have been forced to retire, if 
Gen. Clinton had not come up v/ith a reinforcement of i; or 600 
men. This rc-eftabliflied the left under Pigot, and faved our ho- 
ADalilah nour. The wretched blunder of the over-lized balls fprung from 
the caufc of the dotagc of an officer of rank in that corps, who fpends his whole 
the artillc- time in dallying with the fchoolmafter's da;ighters. God knows 
tj blander, jjg [^ q\^ enough — he is no Sampfon — yet he muft have his Dalihah. 

Another circumftancc equally true and aftonifliing is, that Gen. 
Gaee had undoubted intellio-ence early in Mav, that the rebels in- 
tended to poflefs Bunker's hill; yet no ilep was taken to fecure that 
important pofl:, though it commanded all the north part of the 
town. He likewife had an exa£t return of the corps that compofed 

the rebel army then invefling the town j of every piece of cannon 

they 
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tlicy pofTefTed ; of tlieir intended lines of blockade ; and of the 
numbers e>:pc».^icJ, and on their march from the other provaices. 

We are all wronir at the h.-iid. BIv mind cannot help dweirmg; 
upon our eurfed m'fL.^1^os. Su^h ill conducr at the fwil out-let ar- 
g'ues a grofs jg;n<>rai:te ot the common rules of the protclTion, and 
gives us for t!ie farure anxious forebodinos. I have lofr fome of Luts waa-* 
thofe I moll v.i'atd, I'liis madnefs or ignorance nothing can tonly 
c.xcnfe. The brav.- men's lives were wanronly thrown away. Our iln'^wn ^ 
conduiflior as mLicn mui-dercd ihcai as if he liad cut their throats ^^'*y^' 
himfeif on liofrou common. Hud he fallen, ouo-ht we to have re* 
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Letter from New York, Mdrch ^th, 1777. 

AS probably you may not have heard the true particulars of 
our til;;;): trom B^.iton, about this time laft' year, I fhall give 
it you. S-..u;n alter our ^ io'tory as it has been called on Bunker's 
hill, G-iu H:).ve fucceeded to the command of the army. This 
for fome time i^a^e pretty i>-eneral fatisfat'^tion, as Gen. Gage was 0^^^^^^,^^ 
thou2;Mt too tame, and by fome fufpecled of a predilection for the g^^c anci 
Americans, arilli.o- from his family connet'^ions. The critical fitu- Hotvc. 
ation ot our aflaiis deniar.ded men of vigour and enterprize. Some 
complained K^i' his complaifancc to the BoUon feled men, of his 
fdvino- they wt-re *.;0!>d fort of people and fnved him much trouble, 
and of his eo.iipir.g with the CommitHoners. Thefe people, you 
may believe, admired Gen. Howe for the opposte qualities, which 
they faid, or im li^ined, he pollefted. He was an oihcer of experience, 
and cried coura-ve ; the felect men would be profcribed ; every A- 
merican difrruftcd : and the Ctjmmiilioners would not be permitted to 
thruil .heir msks into his houfe. All tittle tattle and goffiping were 
to be banu: td heaii quaitcr?. Even the blunders at Bunker's hill 
were foir,oittn, fo happy were mod people at the change. His re- 
ferve and retiicm'-nr were imputed to an indefatigable attention to the 
dutif's of his ftati->n, and his perfonal gloom and morofenefs were 
apologized for from tiic venation that a great mind, always intent 
on im.portanr objeas, muff feel from frivolous or impertinent intru- 
ii(jns. It was a confiderable time before this was difcovered to be 
only a fancy picture. T)-;e man's retirements were found »o/ to be Howc*s it- 
the retirenii-ius of buiinefs ; and his habitual morofenefs, Tiof to be alchara£ta& 
the feniibiliti.'s of a great mind dlliurbcd by impertinence. We re- 
mained the U\\l and winter waiting reinforcements, In.Mai'ch the 
rebels appr-arcd on Dorchefter neck, which commands the fouth 
part of iJoUon, as Bunker's hill does the north part. We had 
once a dcti-chment on this height, but abandoned it. The rebel* 
dilcovcred its importance, and as foon as the feafon permitted, oc- 
cupied it. We embarked 2COo m.cn to attack them, but a violent 
Horm prevented the execution. Next day, the rebels were thought 
too llrongly poi\c(\ : and foon after orders were given for an eva- 
cuation, i :■ .'-- jy a palpable negleft of our own, we were forced to 
abandon a '.-.■.vn with difgracc, which had cotl us at Icaft 2C00 men 
to keep ; and that too, juil on the eve of our receiving the e^cpe'^cd 

jcinforccineuts. ia facl, our lafe retreat was uwin^ to a fccret ca- 

C 2 pltuUuQa 
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Bofton cs-P*^^^^o^ ^^^ ^^ rebels. They "were to allow us to run away 

pitoladon. quieth*, and we were not to burn the town. It is impnilible to 

enumerate the immenle variety of goods that were left, particularly 
woollens and linens- A rich, and what is more, a much wanted 
fupply for the rebels. H:id we attacked at Dorchellcr, we m oft 
probably {hould have been repuifed. Our detachment was too 
weak; and tnz rebels, by Sullivan's advice, had got more than 100 
hoei'hcarjs iiibd with frones to roll down the hill and break our lines 
ss we advanced. When it was determined to run away, the general 
eonvcn;rd trie principul ofticera and made a fpeech to them on the 
occaiion, an! foine even of th6m v.'ho difiiked hinl rnoft, confcfled 

there w:i3 real mfr:: in it, v/hich greatly perplexed them, as they 
were f::rc it uas not his ov,-n, and yet they could not difcover where 
iie had Cv^t it. 

Th-j'-i^h our reinforcements v/ei*e bv this time thoucrht to be at 

fea, no care was taken ro leave a fufiicicnt force oiF the harbour to 

prevent them runnin^^ into the mouth of the enemy. Indeed the 

Rcno'.vn, Capt- Banks, was left in Nantaiket road, but it never 

^Bosicnlofi: appeared he had. proper orders, for on the hrft iaiute from only one 

piece of cannon, he made the beft of his way for Halifax ; whereas,. 
he {hould have continued cruiling cS" the harbour to give informa- 
tion of our retreat. This was a capital blunder, the refult of the 
moit impenetrable frapiditv, and loft us Lieut. Col. Campbell and 
700 men, who run right into the harbour of Bofton, not knowing 
pat that place v/as fiill in our hands. 

Our voyage to and from Halifax was juft like any other fe» 
voyage, where troops arc much crouded together. 

Laft Auguft on Long liland v/e rejet^red an opportunity of term!- 
natinor the rebellion ; the. rebels when defeated ran into their Hnct 
in the utmoir diforder, our grenadiers were following them with 
great ardour, when the general after much dilticulty, called them 
off- Had our troops been allowed to %o on, not a foul of the rebels- 
would have efcaped. A lady, whcfe hulband and brother were re- 
bel ofncers, has given. us the following fact: on their defeat they 
ruflied into the houfe, and dcUred her to fly with her child, as they 
?S^fclcfcapc expected every moment to be cut in pieces. She did fo ; bat could 

not get within a quarter of a mile of the ferry, the rebelVroud was 
fo g2;eat, and they were in fuch trepidation, that thofe in the rear 
were mounting on the flioulders and clambering over the heads of 

thofe before them- ■ What a glorious opportunity did Gen. Howe 
here reject of iiniiliing the war with eclat. We threw away three 
da^^s in regular approaches, during all which time the rebels were 
ferrying therafeives over, for it was the morning of the 30th be- 
fore their rear embarked. 

Lord Howe could fend two frigates up the North river, for a 
■whim of his own, and expofc them to the fire of at leaft 100 pieces 
of cannon, but he lay almoft within fight of the ferry, and let the 
rebel army crofs it, tho' it was a branch of the fea near a mile wide. 
for three days, or at leaft two days and a half, without fending any 
of bis numerous fquadron to annoy them. I a&ed a warm friend 
of the admiral's, why his lordfliip did not bring his heavy fhips a- 
gainft the batteries on the Eaft river, and cut off the rebel retreat, as 
^^11 as rilk his frigates for bo purpofe up thp North river ? The re- 
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ply was, the admiral did not chnfe to rh\ his Majclly's fliips; thu3 j^p^^]!;^^ 
his lordfiifp will not rifk bis Majelly's iliips ; the oeneral will not rij'k: continues, 
his Majefly's men ; for'theie rcatbns the rebels efciiped, and the re- 
bellion continues. 

Every day prefents new blunders, we have loft three rep;iiTients 

of Flellians in the Jerleys this winter, and nearly an equal nuinbqr- 

of our own men from our foraging' parties ; all from not fupport- 

ing' and protedtin^ our line of cantonment formed lad year. Our 

commander has been»enjoying his pleafures while every thinn- has 

been .Cooing to v/reck in the Jerfeys. Wiiat do you think of the SiiU'.na's 

favourite fultana's lof:Hg 300 o^uineas in a night at cards, who three profuiion. 

years ago would have found it diflieult to have mullered asmany 

pence? Dont you think this Boflon lady in hi^h lack ? As to the 

hufband his various places are reckoned at 6000 1. a year : it is faid 

he does not favc a iliiliing : — but he looks fat and coatemcd. 



REMARKS 071 General HQJVJL^s o-wn aeconnt of h';s procee/1'ng^ 
on Long Island, in the ILxtram-dlnary Gazette of October 
loth^ 1779. 

UPON any undue mifcarriafi^e in oyr land or fca fervicc, every 
man's love of juftice, and regard for the public intorcil:, will 
lead him to wjfh, that wherefoever the fault lav, there "may fall 
the public cenfure anid difgi*ace : that thelnmjcent may not fuffer, 
and that the guilty may not efcape. If a meafure hits been ori-i- 
nally wrong and ill concerted, or was in itfelf too hazardous or im- 
pra^liicablc ; and we lay upon a commander the blame t)f not hav- 
ing fucceeded in it, wc may lofe a good general, and retain a bad 
miniftcr. If, on the other hand, the meafure, as originally plan- ' 
ned, was right.and proper, and we blame the mini (Icr, becaufe the 
general milbehavcd in the execution, in that cafe v/e may lofe a 
good minifrer;^ and retain a bad commander. Every honeft man 
mufc fee, that the public interelt is much concerned in the making 
this neccfiary diftinftion. 

The conduft of all oppositions is little different. In every mif- condufl: of 
carriage their invariable rule of practice has been to jultify the oppolitions. 
commander, and lay the blame on the miniflcr. Far from feeling 
any concern for their country, and exprcfiing a juft rcfentmcnt-at ^ 

any mifconduel in the commanders ; they hold themfclvcs rather 
obliged to them for dlfgraciug the lervice, and furnin^.ing thera 
with a frefh ground of attack upon their rivals. Upon the mifcar- 
riagc at Carthagcna in i-7+t, minifters, they faid, had llarved the 
war, and tied up the hands of the commanders. Afterwards, their 
own letters, which Vernon publiflied, proved the leaders in oppo- 
■lition knew the falfliood of this charge. But it ferved their pur- 
pofctogiveit out, and the people were made to believe it. Upon 
Admiral's Byng's mifbehaviour in "1756, Mr. Pitt told the Houfe, 
in his own favourite and(abfurd idiom, he found no criminality in 
Mr. Byng. Mr. Pitt himfelf, when he came to be minifler, upon 
the miiconduiS at Rochfort, experienced fomething of the fame 
Jcind. But as the Nevvcallle party had, as he faid, lent him their 
njajorlty-j the oppofition was too teeble to make head againft him- 

Ifi 
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If in proie,'rin:r anv dill.int cxpcJition, a miniiler fliall have 

f<:rmej a ^uod an-.i p-opcr pl.in, and lUrniHied a fufficlent torcc for 
the exccjtion or i:, iie bus dircharc;cd his part, and done all that 
is inc-j'Tibeiu up^jn him. The inannrr of nmkinsf ufc oi: that force, 
ai^d of ca.-rvin-^ the phia into e:xecv:ti'-)n, that lies with the coiti- 
WoreriH, T.-nJer. When Lord Gcorc;'e Germain became fecretary, the 
'^.Germa-n. Biitiih irtereft in America was at its lo^'cfl ebb, Ourtroojis had 

been iiigl^ri.j"!llv' po;:t up in Boilon, and itill more ingloriouily 
driven O't ot T. 'i're whole Asnerican cmpi.c was reduced to Ka- 
iiiax and QM^b. c, and Qir^bc-c itieif was bclie'.'cd. In this low Hare 
cf our iif!a::s, L;jrd George Germain took the feals, and gave a 
V'co'Jr to our councils un'-^nown to them before. Bv cnoacring- a 
l«rec hodv ot foreirn troop?, and finding- the carliell fuccouri) up 
tr.e rjvcr Sr. Lawcnce, tb.e whole of Canada was rccover^'d, a 
ficet was bdilt «ii St. John's, and the rebels were beaten from off 

Gen. Ilo'.ve at t-^e head of between twentv and thirty thoufand 
mm. and -itcndcd bv a jreat :;cet, hinded on Lon**' Inund, a force 
mi'ch fnpfriorjn number, and misch more in discipline to that which 
oppofed him. ^y a iu.l difpol'.tion the out-poits vvere all forced ; 
ten thc'V'fand of the rebels, as theg"encral himiclr counts them were 
ijefeatcd - bcudcs the killed, wounded, and drowned, eleven hun- 
dred oi them v.'crc made prifoner?, and the refl fled with theutmoil 
precij. irat-on into their line?, purfued by the vi/tors clofe up to 
their trenches. Filled with all the ardour of uiccefs, the troops 
would inilantlv have entered their camp, when the general thought 
he bad, for that day at leail done rhe rebel armv damatre "enouy:h : 
and chofe to give them time to recover their tright- Let us read 
his own account of the atlair : " The grenadiers and 33d regiment 
*' being in front of rlie column, foon approached within mulkct 

*' flitjt of the enemy's lines at Brooklyn ; from whence thefe bat- 

'* talionp, without regard to rhe fire of cannon and fmall arms upon 

'* them, purfued numbers of the rebels that were retiring from the 

heights, fo clofe to their principal redoubt, and with fuch eager- 

nefs to attack it bv florm, that it required repeated orders to pre- 

Hovre fays *' ^^il on them to deliil from the attempt, Had they hccn perinittci 

our nrn " to go on^ it is my cfinlcn they K!:ould have can'icd the redoubt * but 

■wolU have *« 33 if v_-3s apparent the lines muil have been ours ^t a very cheap 

^^A.h ^^^ " ^"'" ^'-^ regular .-fpproaches, I would not rifk the lofs that might 

*' have been fuuaincd In the afTaulr, and ordered them back to a 
*' hollow way, in the front of the works, out of the reach of the 
*' mufquetry." Can the reader wonder, that the troops were thus 
eager for the attack, and that it required repeated orders to prevail 
upon them to defili, when the general himfelf was of opinion, and 
every other n-jan plainly faw, that the lines mull have been forced, 
and the v/hole rebel army taken or dellroyed ? Even without any 
previous defeat, the army which attacks another in their trenches 
is £"eneral}v thought to have the advantage. But there is fcarce 
an ii. fiance to be found, of a defeated army precipitately flying into 
their trenches, ever defrnding ihrmfelvcs againil a victorious army 
cf near double their number. 'Ihe French generals afcrlbed their 
lofmg the battle of Turin to their frayir^g behind their lines, 

Prince Eugene had certainly never won it, if when he had got up to 

themj 
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tliem, lie had delayed the j;tr;ick, and huil t')oiu':^ht nn!y of bf^c^- 

inc; them with rc<-4'jlar approiiclu-s. Ki::a; Vv'i!lia;n lo-l t'lc battle 
of Laiidcu bv truiline^ ;o hie iin?s, wiiivit TJirllial Li.i:<r nhir?;h 

attacked as foon as he came Uj) to tnein, without giving him time 
to crofs the river in the ni^iir and cic.ipe hi'"i. 

Had the comiiiandffr in chief chol'en to follow the j'ld'^^'nent of Hi"'i-'s n^t 
the other crcnerals, and ilormcd the liiier-, the rebel ar,nv wis ar P'^"t'-S ^i>* 
their inerc^', -iiwx the war would have brcn at an end, "W'.n it th:: v^-.nrv, noc 
fault of miniiters at home, that the rebclliou was nit n'-i>j'-:;:u to /'"'.| Z 
fo happv a period ? "Was it the miniller that fLi:;£i:e'ded th: :n^-in:', 
np all thefe advantag-es, bv callinn; ofi" the troops iii the in'u':! of 
vii'lorv, and the hidin:^ them in a iioTiow wmv, our of the r:aoh of 
mui'ket-fliot ; and then, after two days dcl.iv, dclibei'atch' oprnin:^ 

tienchcs at lix hundred y^rds diftance? From this f]o,v and folenm 
preparation we mi";ht think, that thefe iines were :ss ilron:'; as thofc 
of Donawert ; which vet the Duke of jMiriboro'i\rh ll jr.ned the 
fame evening thnt he came up to them. ]>;ir did wt ever hear of 
a great and violc-rious armv's bein^ 'doppcd in the midttoF their 
conqucil:, for fonninf^ rcs^uhir apj)roaches a'.'."ain;t t'\t ditch of a 
line, which was three mdes ion";, and oniv three or {■rw fea deep ? 
Did not the rebel fut;itivc5 run over tne ditch a:id breail: \\'ork:, 
v.herever their purfucrs lurit-red them } and could not Britini 
troops as cafily have followed them ? V\'cre thefe lines guarded by 
any fuch rocky prccij)iccs as thofe which the H-:!:;ans ftormed at 
Fort Wafliin2"ton ? Had the redoubt, for wliich x.\\^ fuccefs of 

twenty thoufand viclors was l^opped, a tenth p;-:rt of the firrn^th 

that nature and art had crivcn to Fort Iviont"'onif'rv, which vet Gen. 

Chnton Hormed v.dth one quarter o\ that number, without lofin^"^ 

three minutes upon regular ;ipproaches ? The lofs of a hun- o-'n"on of 

dred men, which other generals thouglit would be the grcatcft or'.^r gcnc- 

they could fuilain in forcit'.g the camp ; and the piutinci; an (Mid r*^*- 

to the war, by the deletion of the rebel army, W'luld have been 
the laving of ten thoufand brave men's lives, which h:ivc been loit 
by protrading it. 

But it was apparent, we are told, that the lines mu'^ have been 
ours at a very cheap rate by reci^ular appvoactie?. DoMbtlefb : — 
but they helped him to a much cheaper one : and that was to mo.-e 
off, and leave them to him. Were not the fame Ixrars, which car- 
ried the rebel army from N"evv York to Long IihmJ, \\\\^<y readv 
to bring them back from Long Illand to Nrvv Yoik r HaJ the ad- 
miral dctlroyed any one of them ? Could tliev wilh for more vvaxi 
three days Icifurc to collect and I'.dd to them all the vci\ is in "Now 
lork, and the adjacent places, 10 carry them off? Could he think 

that they would not exert their utmoft diligence to five themfelvcs 

from the dirllrut'Tiion which they hourly expet'^tcd, Intlances do 
not often occur of a general's vieilance being thus eluded. And 
we may julliy wonder, that a whole army oi rw.dve or fourteen 
thoufand men, with ahnoft all their ba-.Tgagf, and frorrs, Ihould 
move off, acrofs an arm of the lea, twelve hundred ^ aids over, 
without the general or admiral knowing any thing of the matter; 
that their very centinels, to fay nothing of their artillery, fliould 
be drawn off, and our advanced centinels give no notice of it. 
There are, indeed, who fay ; — But let others write what they 

hear J 
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Ii.ear; — I would cofifine myfelf to the general's own account of hii 
funbiiiig them thus to cfc.ipe. One of thc'grcatefi: military at 
cbievcmcnts of the Prince of .Parma's life, was his conveying hi; 
armv acrofs x.\it. Seine, after beino; fliut up by the French in a pc- 
niiifula of that riycr ; and nothing ever happened more mortifyin? 
to tienrv the fojrth. But our fea and land commanders fuii'er a 
beaten army, inftead of a victorious one, to ferry over an^arm o] 
the lea, v/ithoMt making any the leall: apology. The general hav- 
ing- at his oivu cheap rate got poileEion of the lines, feems quite a; 
cife ; and, far from expreiTing any mortiiication at their efcape, 
x.T^^^^x^ their flight out of the ifiand rather as a matter of triumph. 
lA, Howe's The noble admiral's account runs much in the fame ftrain* 
conducL. " Xhe Roebuck, Capt. Hammond, was the onh' flnp that could 

*" f^tch bJsrh enough to exch:inc^e a tew random fiiot with the hat- 

*' tery on Red Hook: ; the ebb making Ilrongly down the river foon 
after, I ordered the fquadron to anchor. On the night of the 
2qtlu the rebels abandoned all their poils and works on Long 

*' Iiianil, and retired with precipitation acrofs the Eaft ri\-er to 

"*' the town of New York." If a crow had i^ed over the paiTagc^ 

ccnld he have fpoken of it iVith a calmer indiiFerence ? The reader 

- win ohferve, that the journal of the fleet's proceedings ends on the 
XDorning of the 27th : whether and which way the wind veered 
during the three following days, is not faid. AH, 'which we at 
this diflance can know, is, if the tide of ebb made it neceflary to 
caft anchor, to prevent the iliips being carried down, that in thofc 
three days there were lis: tidcs'of ilood to carry them up, 
I-tr.cs tlirce The exprefiion, " leaving their cannon in all their works/' 

in-Ics 2nd manifefily leads u5 to conclude, that, they did not take any away. 

oalv 2.6 jf jjjjg ^-ag jiie cafe, and we look to the liil of the cannOn taken, m 

what a contemptible light mull all thefc lines,- redoubts and batte- 
ncs appear. The brafs pieces were taken in the rout of the 27th, 
From that da}' therefore to the 30th, a great army, with forty 
pieces of artilierv-, brSde their field equipage, attended by a fleet 
carrying many hundred guns,, are all Hopped in the full career of 
Tictory, and kept in awe for three days together, b}' lines, redoubts 
and batteries of three miles e:4tent^ containing all of them put toge- 
ther only t^j:enly-Jix pieces cfiron orJnance^ All thefe various move- 
ments, necefiarily attending the fetreat and embarkation of ten or 
tR'elve thousand men,- with the beft part of their cannon, baggage 
and {lores, were performed without any the leaft interruption from 
» either army or fleet, which lay fb near : and that too ori the very 
Eigbtof afnll moon. Either the fliips, 'on one of the foregoing days, 
could have pufhed up beyond the ferry, and prevented. that vaft 
tranfpQrtation ; or, they could not ; becaufe, I fuppofe, that the 
• tattcries on the two fliorcs, and on Governor's Ifland, rendered 
._k impracticable. But then the general could not but know this. 
Itcbels c- -^^ ^^^ public might have espe£led that he wpuld have prcfled the 
fcipc enemy fo much the more, smd given them no time to efcape from 

him r:t land; £acc he knew he could not intercept their paflas^e at fea< 
The nation furely need not repent the having put this gentleman at 
the head of an American ellabliihment for fifty four thouTand 
•troops- attended with ninety fix Ihips of war. 
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Olfernfutions en Sir llllUam Hovjc's oivh account of his ConduB ai 
Frog* 5 Neck and JFljtte Plains^ as related in the Gazette of December 
2^Qfh^ 1776. 

SIR William Hov^t having called for papers for the fatisfa6tion 
of the public, and thereby invited us to read them, I have pe- 
rufed his letter of Nov. 30th 1776, and L-ord Howe's of the 23d, 
and here offer what has occurred on the occafion. The obferva- 
tions are conftned folely to the general's and admiral's own accounts. 

It is currently told,, that v/hen Gen- Heiiler was upbraided with Dcfcriptlon 
the lofs of the Heiiian brigade at Trenton, and aiked, How he of Frog's 
came to traft it to fuch a drunken fellow as Rhall ? the reply made ^'^^^^ 
was, Sir if you nvili tell me, ^vhy you ivould not make an end of the ivar 
at the f'Fhife plains, IiJjill then give you an anfiver^ The hearing of this 
ilory led me to read over the general's own account of this affair. 
It fets out with telling us " The very ftrong poiitions the enemy 
*' had taken pn New York ifland, determined me to get upon. their 
principal communication with Connedticut, with a view of forc- 
ing them to quit the ilrong holds in the neighbourhood of King's 
bridge, and // /(9/^^/if to bring them to an action." The map, 
or any inhabitant of New York will inform the reader, that the 
principal road of communication between King's bridge and Con- 
nedicut is through New Rochelle; that the whole tradl. of land . 
fouth and fouthwcft of Rochelle forms a peninfula, fliut up on 
three fides by the North river and an arm of the fea called the Eafl 
river: that there were only two roads by which the rebels at 
King's bridge could efcape out of this peninfula ; the one due 

north towards Canada*, and the other north eafl through jRochellc ^ 
towards Conne(5ilcut : that White plains lies out of this peninfula, 
a few miles to the, northward ; and that Frog's neck is a point of 
land, at the bottom of this peninfula, forming the fouth eaft gor* 
ner of it, 

. Every one muft underlland by the general's own cxprcflions, 
.that he meant to.avail himfelf.of the benefit of the fleet, to land at 
the back of the rebels upon the Connecticut road, and attapk them 
■without delay. This was a wife and juft mcafure, and fo obvious 
an one, that many people wondered he did not purfue it above a 
month before, when the. army lay at Ne.wtown on Long Illand, 
From thence he might have avoided the dangerous navigation of . 
Heligatc ; and by landing at Rochelle, and taking pofl between, 
that and the North river, have fliut up the whole rebel army. 

To a common underilanding two things feemed neceflary ; the 
firfl was landing as near as pollible to the road of communication '; 
the other was the. marching. diretStly up to it, and cuttiqg. off the 
enemy's retreat j or, if they did move, attacking them immc^diatc- 
ly before they had tlnie to entrench. But the general thought dif- 
ferently on each of thefe heads. Inftead of landing at Rochelle or Capital 
ciofe to it, at Mycr's neck, where the fecond diviliou of Heffians ^lu»i»ier, 
afterwards did land ; andiwhcre the army would have been npou the 
principal road of communication ; and in three hours march might 
have pollelled themfelves of the pofts on the Brunx and White 

iilains, before the enemy could have got thither ; — he chofc for his 
ending place, anoint that runs farthefl fouth eaft into the fea.; 

■ "^^ ' ■ D and 
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and is the linf^le point upon the whole coaft, whic'i was the mod 
remote from the road of communication he was to cut off. As c- 
ven at this rcmoteU place, the armv had only lo or 12 miles march, 
either to the enemy at Kind's bridge, or to the principal commu- 
nication at Rochellc, we might have hoped that he would imme- 
dinrelv have proceeded to action : AVe had the more reafon to cx- 
AfraM of pect that nothin^^ would have detained him, becaufe he tells U3, 
*"^^S- that ht had v:ni^c nil p'-c-'loia arra^gatients heforc he Pet out ; and yet 

no fooncr is he hmded, than he judges it ncccllary to (land ftill fix 
days, waiting, he iays, for (lores and provi(ions. — With liis bro- 
ther attending; him, snd a fleet of tranfports able to carry to months 
provifions, and nil h:> prc^Jious arrangements ^ he is afraid of his army 
llarvini^ in lix davs. 

If there civij any intention to intercept the cnemv, the gcner:il 
ought to explain how this m.otion tended to further it ; othervvifc 
the reader's or/n plain fcnfe might lead him to think, that it was 
the only viiible way to fruftrate ir. Had he after having fcnt a part 
of the jiceL up the North river, landed his army at Rochelle, and 
pofTcIIed himfelf of the t^vo roads between the North and Eall: ri- 
ver?, he would have fliut up the rebel army in the peninfula of 
New York, and obliccd them either to lav down their arms, or to 
fiirht him upon what difadvantageous terms he pleafcd. — But this 
would have been the ib^oke of a mailer, and might have put an end 
to the rebellion, 

Inilead of landing to the northward and (hutting them up, he 
chofc to land at the fartheil point of ground to the fouthward, 
which let them efcape. It does not appear how this movement of 
the generals could be of fervice to the royal army ; hut it manifcll- 
ly anfwered two very material purpolcs to the rebels ; it difcovered 
to them the treneral's dedgn, and gave tbcniT?"^ days leifure to pro- 
vide againll it. Accordingly they took the warning ; and as his 

own letter telis us, formed a chain of entrenched camps behind the 
Brun:c ; and fent forward a detached corps to mark out and entrench 

a frrong camp on White plains, as a fecure place for them to re- 

neat to. 

Ho^^ tV.c But when a delay of /f-v fuch important days is afcrlbed to the 

array ijb- waiting for proviiions, it is impodible not to alk ourfelves, on ivbat 

'^ it was the troops fiibhllcd, till this their grand flock arrived ? 

Douhthrs on t^e pro-z'-Jions they brought nvUh them. And would not 

thefe have fed them upon a march of ten miles to Rochellc, and 
eight more to the Brunx and White plains, as well as during near 
a week's relidence in this new-acquired peninfula ? The troops em- 
barked on Friday night, lauded at nine on Saturday morning on 
Frog's neck, and left it next Friday noon. Had the Duke of Marl- 
borough commanded, after palling the Fall river he would have 
pofrcd himfelf on the enemy's communication, or attacked them, 
in Jix h^rtrs^ while our modern general keeps his army in inaction 
^x days, waiting for proviiions, which furely could have been 
brought him to Myer's neck or Rochelle, jufl as eafily as to Frog's 
neck. In 1708 Marlborough marched an army of 180 fquadrons 
^d 112 battalions, 15 miles, two nights fucceffivcly, in a clofc 
countrv, levelled the roads, crofTed the Dender, threw bridges over 

|be Schpid, an^ at ^ o'clock afternoon, without 51 moment's delay, 

attaciv^i 
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attacked the French in a flron:^ country, full of enclofui'fs, dcfileSj 
and moralfes, and that veiy crcning u'on the buttle of Oiidenard, 
'J'he proE^rcfs of modern warriors is inorc deliberate : wht^n Gen. 
Howe, he'-r? detcrm'-ned to firce the f^rwy from their frrong holds. 
Slid, 'f p'ljrJ'^^t bring them to atTion, had crotFcd the Eait river and 
landed at Frog's neck, he fncnt nine davs in p-oinp- the firtl ten Ro^^'s ^n^ 
miles to Rochelle, and fcven more in ^oinn; the other ciaht miles "^^^'"'=''9* -•* 
to White plains. After the nine days various haltinr^s till the enc- j""^!" "* 
my fliould move off and fecure their retreat, our army encamped 
the 2 ill: Oitober near Rochellcj and from thence marched the re- 
maining eight miles bv the 38th, but the general not chuhng to at- 
tack the enemy that day, made a difpoHtion to do it three days af- 
ter on the 3 1 if, but then the night and morning proving wet, the 
general Informs us the attack i\.'as popponed, 

WHiat were the difadvantages attending rain is not mentioned^ 
but there were fonie manifeft advantages ; the royal troops had 
bayonets ; the rebel riiie men could not have them : and many of 
the others, it is faid, were v/ithout them. In the attack of en- 
trenchments, the lefs the ailiillants depend on their fire, and the 
quicker they march up, the better. Yet \vc have twice feen the 
Americans fuffercd to go off unattackcd upon account of rains, 
ivhich muil alvvaj'S damp the fire of the defenders ; and in the lall 
inftancc, the rain by wetting their cartridges, rendered them incapa- 
ble of making any fire at all. From the 28th Ocl'ober to the nighc 
of the ifl November, the rebels feem to have prefumcd on the genc- 
rars long fufferance, and then at laft recollecting themfelves, they 
abnndoned their entrenchments. On this the general's letter ob- 
fcrvcs with the ufual triumph ; *' we imnicdiateiy took podclTion of 
" them, and the HeiTian grenadiers remained upon the ground." 
Thus a modern general, infucad of preventing the enemy moving 
off' by the quicknefs of his motions, rather warns them by the ilow- 
ncis of them j and a profeffed determination of bringing an enemy 
to ac^tion, nonv jficans^ the deliberately moving up to them, and then 
ilanding ftill as many days as they think fit, till they fliall be dif- 
pofcd to move oft" imtbout fighting. Our camp October 2ifl was 
within eight miles of the enemy, and the rebels moved olf unat' 
/r^f.Wthe nitrht of the ill of November, thouiih the 2:encral has 
told us twice in his letter that he was determined to brin^i the cue- 
my, ifpoffible, to atftion. 

On the 28th," he tells us, " the enemy's advanced parties were pjanks tl»o 
" driven back to their works ; that CoL Rhall with a brigade of enemy Ru^i ' 
" Hellians had feizcd a height on the other fide of the Brunx, from itops. 
" whence their right fiank might be galled : that the 5th, aSth^ 
*' 35th, and 49th regiments, followed by the Kclfian grenadiers, 
" after crolfing the Brunx under the fire of the enemy, had attack- 
" ed and beaten them from another height j that this mate- 
" rial poll: being gained, the Hefiian grenadiers were ordered for- 
" ward upon the heights within cannon fliot of the entrenchments.'' 
After gaining tliefe material pofis, io advantageous for attacking 
them in flank and turning their line, we niight have thought it ini- 
poffible «/?/ to bring on an ai::tion : but inllead of immediately at- 
tacking them, he contents himfclf with franding fiill, as if \vaitino; 

*W tUcnx to attack him. After a part of our army had foreed the. 
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pafiagr of the river and had gained the heights on the enemy's 
fiank, inllead of our hearinsr that the reft of the avwy was ordered 
to pafs and improve thefe advanta'res, the oeneral's letter cahniv 
tells u?, that " t/.:e r-g/:t and ceiitrc 'f the arm-^ did not rcmo've from 
their ^vu>td ; th.at in this pop jinn the troops lav up^n their arms that 
*' nighty and Kvith cr-y little alteration encavii^td next daw^* M.Lifl 

there not have been forae little alteration in the general's counte- 
nance at ieaii while he was writing this. Conld he think it p(»!ll- 
hle for us net to a&, To what purpofe uas it that rne troops had 
forced the pafra2;e of the Brunx, routed a part of the rt'ticl armv, 
and gained thefe advantageous polls, if the armv were to fit ilill 
and do nothing when they came there ? The friend o^ his country, 
who now fees a French war brought upon us bv the not finithing 
ths American, .muil furely feel a deep concern on fo mortifying an 
occafion. 

As the general's letter acknowledo^cs that on the 30th of Oi'ilober, 
It 'ivas dangerous for the rebels to remain in their then poiition, 

was it not equally dangerous on the 28th, when the royal army 
was rzx\itv Jironger than on the 30th, and the rebel camp was con- 

fcfledlv much weaker. Yet on that very 28th, when the terror of 
feeing their outpofts routed and driven in, and of feeing their right 
flank expofed, was freili upon their minds, the general far from in- 
tending ro bring them to action, ordered away lix of his regiments, 
Gen. Ho-,vc as if he- thought himfelf//'(? 7?r(?;:^ ; and then the next morning, 
rh 100^ obferving the enemv had improved the day's refpite he had given 

them, in ftrengthening their camp, refolved to give them two days 
more, while he fent for the fourth brigade, and two battalions of 
the listh from New York, as if he was now too •^•■eak ; and even 

after waiting two days for their arrival, made no ufc of them when 
they were come ; but chofc to allow the rebels one or two days 
more to fee their danger and efcape. 

Upon the whole, examples might perhaps be found of an enemy 
cfcaping by a delay of a few hours, or a fmgle night ; bat it will be 
difficult to point out an inllance in hillory of a commander's own- 
ing, that it was judged expedient to march v.p to the enemy ^ and endea- 

t'jur^ if p-'jji^lt'', to bring them to aHion^ and profclling himfelf deter- 
mined fo to do ; and then keeping his army 'via^i'vc for feveral 
days together, within cannon fliot of the cnemv, when he himfelf 
tells us, that the fcate of the two armirs was fuch, as to make it 
dangercti'i for the enemy to ftay where they were, and much more 
prudent for them to move off. 

The foregoing remarks have been confined folely to the general's 
own account, as it flands in the gazette. 

Nothing can be more furprizing than the general's chufing to di- 
vide his Ihort voyage of 20 miles into two, and landing half-way 
at Frog's neck, as if it were merely to tell the enemy where he waj 
going, and then remaining fix days there, as if in order to give 
them time to fortify the proper polls, and fecure their retreat. No 
reafon has ever been given for his gf'>i^g there, tho' fome of his fa- 
Toured officers have attempted an apology for his flay there. The 
general, {-kj they, was mis-informed ; — not furely in the poiition 
of Frog's neck! No one could inform him, that the way to cut 

off the retreat of the rebels to the northv:ard^ and thereby bring 

them 
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tlicm to ai^ion, \V9S to land his armv at the mod: cxtroine point Arolo^i 
to the frut/.KVirrd ot them. But the :Tcner:il '.vas mis-ini-ormecl a- ratht-r 
bout the nature of t!ic oround at Fro-'^s neck, and did not know charge? 3- 
bur he could have marched his army out it. — The i^cncnil him- &^'"" "'^• 

felt has not hinted at any diiiippointmcnt of that fort ; and per- 
haps he mav not thank his friends for brin^ins^ a cl-ar^e, rathcr 
thtm an c.polyy. Did ever anv !?."ener:'.i chufe for his landing- phice, 
a derachcd part of a coa'n, without h.ivini^ firll: fcdly inftirmod him- 
fclf whether it was :in iil.md or not ? Did ever •'•encral difernbark 
hio army iij)on a point of land, \vhofe very name fpoke it to be a 
pciiinfula at Icai'r, without knov/inp," v/hether there was a way ouc 
of it or not? Did ever <.';enerai put his armv upon a march, with- 
out enquirinp; whether he liad n(,t a morafs or river in his \rav ? 
vet thefc arc the reafons which have been afli'^'ued for his (lav there. 
Keafons, which recoil with double force, againil his ever having 
gone there 

A captain of rann-ers makinc^ new difcovcries in the inland forefrs 
of A'nerica, mi2;ht come to a river or fwamp he was not aware of; 
— but the chufini^ a route for a roval army, in a well inhabited 
coLintrv, only 10 miles diilant from the capital, v.'ithour informing 
himfelf of what every native of New York could have told hin.i, is 
a cafe pertcrtly nev\', and not calily to be accounted for. Had this 
been a fudden refolution, taken up on fome unexpec'l'ed emergency, 

that mit^^ht have been feme alleviation to our concern ; but it was 
a mcafure which had already been a fubiect of fix weeks dclibe- 
ration; and had he itudicd fix months ioniser, he could not have 
found out a fpot more imj^roprr. 

The general himfelf fpeaks of Frog's neck as a place well known, 
and needing no cxpla;iation. I'he admiral calls it a peninfula. 
A former gazette of the aift of December defcribes it as an illand. 
The proprietors of the lands and mills at the outlet, n}:c at Ica>l of 
v:hom ivas then ^I'-^'-th the f^eneral at "Ns-vo Yorh^ could have told him, 

that for ail the purpofes of marching an armv it was really an 
illand; the only outlet being over an artiticial caufcway of wooden 
logs, laid In the marlh, the breadth of a fmglc waggon, and a 
bridge over a gut or arm of the fea, made of the fame materials. 
■It is hardly necefihry to apprife the reader, from the former ga- 
zette, that the rebels had taken up this bridi»'e and caufcwav ; for 
there v/us but one mau^ I fuppofe, in New York, who would not 
have expected it. 

Alter having fcveral of his men fl-^ot from the higher grounds In RidJcidous 
their march along this neck, the army found a river or creek be- ^r-J^tion at 
fore them, and an cncmv behind a breall work on the other lide of ^^°S sneck. 
It. Here the g'eneral found himfelf at a ftand ; he could not go on ; 
and this therefore like bis odicr for-ivarj mj<vementSy ended only in 

a hackHX^ani retirauetit. 

During the fix preceding weeks, the troops from their camp in 
Long Island, might have had the (horteft and moll commodious 
palfage from White's tinvn to Rocheile ; but the general now per- 
ceived, as the refult ol' his long deliberation, that inflead of his 
getting upon the enemies road of communication, they had got 
^pon his ; that a fmall part of theirs, had lliut up the whole of his 

*nny ; and that he had choicu a pofuion, which fo far from- ena- 
bling 
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bliti^^ him to bring the enemy to a(?^ion, had tied himfelf up, and 
rendered him utterly unable xo aifl at all. 

The army was attended by the king's lliips and a fleet of fiat 
boats, in a manner that never army was before, and therefore could 
noE be loll ; but without that rcfource, thev mult probably have 
been rfunccd to the necelnty of Itarving, or furrendering to a hand- 
ful of rebels that fliut them up. 

Tiie two known requilhes to the fuccefs of every military entcr- 
tcrprizc, '^rc fecrccy and expedition. Secrecy the general had gi- 
ven Up, bv thus Itopping halfway ; but his and every other con- 
fidcration fiiould have prompted him to expedition, . The fleet of 
boats which had rowed him the firll half of this way, lay ready to 
carrv him the other half. As the extent of this his territory, was but 
three or four miles over ; we might have hoped that e^^ery part of 
it could have been reconnoitered in as many hours ; and that find- 
ing he could not go on, he would have extricated himfelf and army 
Fr'rnd'^sr.d from a fituation equally ridiculous and mortifying. The general 
foes aik however, chofe to att otherwife ; and inflead of infl;antly embark- 
iiow THEY -j^^ again, and rowing the next tide to Rochclle, he kept the 

king^'s troops for fix days in this flatc of humiliation, as if it were 
only to make them the laughing ftock of the Americans ; — Who 
both friends and foes, all alked, the one with Indignation, and the 
other with triumph, how they ever came there? 
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Letter from New York, December \oth\ 1777- 

F vou was in this town, you would be furprized to find the 
Howes fo unpopular ; they have been fo here all this campaign. 
The total lofs of Gen. Burgoyne's army can only be imputed to 
them. To pofiefs the lakes and the North river, and by that 
means to feparate the aorthern and fouthem colonies, feems to have 
been the cxpc&tion of the King, IMinifl:ry, Parliament, and the 
nation. Had Gen. Howe gone up the North river, inllead of act- 
ing to the fouthward, that line of feparation would have been 
formed in July ; Gen. Burgoyne's army would have been faved, 
and both armies, conjuntStly orfeparately, might have ai5led againlt 
New England, which would have been fl:riking at the heart of the 
Phn to ror- rebellion. Before winter, Connecticut might have been conquer- 
qver Acic- cd, or at lead dcllroved, and then the rebel inhabitants mull have 
"'■*' taken fiielter in the provinces of Mafliichufets Bay and New 

Hampflnre, and there they muft ail have ftarved or fubmitted in 
the fpacc of a iz\v months, as thofe provinces never yet maintained 

their own inhabitants. All this might have been done ; admitting, 
however improbable, that A\'aflungton had forced our polls on the 
North river, and paiTed it, which is not likely he could do, not 
having boats, and having both our armies and fliipplng oppofed to 

him. 

Suppofing therefore, as the moft probable cafe, that he could 
not pafs the North river, he muft either remain a tame fpedator 
of the contjueft of New England, or attack Staten Ifland ; for New 

York he conld not approach without palling the North River. 

That illand mi^^ht calily have been defended, as very ibong poli- 

tions 
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tions may be taken on it, it is greatly protetflcd by the (liippinj^, 
and the pofls there could ealily be reinforced and luppo/ted. Bc- 
fidcs, Wadiington, in attempting the North river, might, in the 
courfe of the campaign, have given Gen. Howe an opportunirv of 
attacking him with fuccels. Gen. Howe might tlien have cither 
conquered or defrroyed Connc6licut,and then the reft of the northern 
rebel colonics, mull: either have ftarved or fued for pardon. The 
conquelt of the fouthcrn provinces, would the cnfuin-.c year, have 
followed of courfe. Now all the bufincfs is to bec^in over an-nin on 
our part, under infinite difadvantagcp, the defeat and capture of 
Gen. Burgoyne's army having railed the infolcnce of the rebels to 
the highcil pitch, and thev now boafl that they arc invincible. 

In fact General Howe's round about voyap^c to Fhiladeiphi;:, '^'''^'''1 ■'^'' 
and turning his back on the very place where he ought to c-^n'-rir.ci., 

have acted, has done more to llrengthen the rebellion than p11 r"v;u'''ia- 
the committees and congrciles among the rebels, and their ctm- cn'tiVcJ. 
federates at home. General Howe in his retreat from the f'.'i-fr.s, 
in his embarkation, in his flay on board the tranfi>orts before he 
failed, in his voyage to the mouth of the Dclcware, where he phiv- 
ed at bo-peep with the rebels, and, in his circumbendibus to Che^i- 
peak bay, expended near three months of the fincil timcoft'ie 
campaign ; and all this to go out of his way, to dcicT-- hi'^ re::l bu- 
llnefs, and to leave Burgoync, with 6000 regulars^ to fall a facri.'^ce. 
There never was a campaign fo injudicioujly condm'tcd. Bv Cf^ing 
up Chefeapcak, and marching to the Delaware, he was U'^dc- rlic 
ncceifity offending his llore-ftiips and tninfports round again to the 
Delaware, to meet him, and there the troops wt-rc nearly Ilarvrd, 
as well ai the inhabitants that remained in Philadelphia; the rebel 
craft and frigates, under the protection of Mud Illand and Red 
Bank, cutting off his conimunicationj by water, with the fleer, for 
more than two months. 

In fliort, except the mere matter of fightiiig, and his vic%ncs 
have never yet amounted to anv thing, the rebels takinj^ pod on the 
next hill, and defying him, all his campaigns exhibit only a fuc- 
ccllion of blunders. He defeated WaHiiiigton at Brandvwine, but Mu '";r.r,-5 
was himfclf furprizcd at German town, daring a thick fo:';, add the f?.v,-:, G 
confcqucnces might have been fatal, had not Lieut. Col. Mufgrnve, 
with fix companies of the 4otH regiment, made a furprifmg iland ^''^^* 
in a llone-houfe; this gave time for our line to advance -And rcpulfe 
the enemy. Fifty-two men lay round the houfe, four of them on 
the lleps of the door. The rebels had time to bring five pieces of 
cannon againll: it, but fortunately for us, it was cannon proof, 
none of the flioc entering but at the windows. After this, the 

Heifians were rcpulfed in an attack on Red Bank, with 22 oihcers, 
and -^71 men, killed and wounded. The srallant Col. Donop. the 
belt oilicer of the Hellians was mortally wounded ; two lieliian 
grenadiers, attempting to carry him oft", were fliot dead under him, 
! and he was left by his own delire. He died about eight days after. 
On the 2gth of Oclober, and was interred by the rebels, with mili- 
tary honours. 

Let Gen, Howe's fuccefles on the Delaware be ever fo great, they 
: "-viU never fufficicntly apologize for t lie deffrtion of our army f'oin 

jCiinada, by his going to the fouthward, and fpending almoil: a 

whole 



}i-:-.v^ 3 jr- 



2S ConRuP. cf^ev.. Clinton and Ocv. Tryrrt, 



heard oi Gen. Eureovnt-'s cihiller, and Thvui''', with 
difterep.ce, " Well, it will onlv m.ikc the war lair 
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whole campaign at ica, and within fi^^'ht of the ftccples of Philadel- 
phia, iiis iiitiirr.incanriv- iVrur^rinij;" up his fliouldL-rs, when he 

th an air of in- 

another cam- 
paign,'' will not be conTidcred by his fupcriors, and the nation, as 
a ])roper vindication of his own cond-i»51. 

Ctch. Clinton made a weak cf:orc to allil Ocn. Bi.iro;oyne by o-q- 
-w-i-i: eifjrr. '-^-':^ I'P -he North river, but too latc' to br of any K-rvice, He and 

his inen*'5 indeed fav, that his not ^oine fooncr wns want oi leave 
froin Gen. Hov^'c j that he ft-nt to the Delaware three times fur 
lva\<; t:> m.ike a pufli up the iNorth river: that G'ZVi. Howe's anfwc-r 
t:; the trilt rccv.cll was, " To mind his former orders j" to the fe- 
cor-ci. that " be would think of it;" to the ttiird, that ".the 
trial ri\L;ht be made, but he thought it would be of no fcrvice." 
The fact i=, he ir.ic^ht have goae up the river a in-;nch foouer than 
he did. without the uarade of feuding' three rimes to Pcnnfvlvania ; 
but that r.me was fpent in goin:: wdth three frparare parties into the 

Jerfeys a cattle-hunting. In the cattle esploito he never thought 
cffendinof for leave. 

The i::judiclous conduifl of Gen. Trvon, formerly Gov, Trvon, 
has been of inilnite prejudice to the c:iufe of the mother countrv. 
On the firit arrival of the armv here, he followed the armv where- 
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.- -. ver :t marcned, admmiftennsf oaths of allecfrance to the inhabitants. 

•' ineiC oaths -vverc readilv ra-cen ; ana ti"om tne c^aztttes we niiJ, 

that the governor did not lofc fuch a favourable opportunity of 

puiiing off his ailidultv. As the armv did not remain long in one 

place, the rebels again took pollcllion, and barbaroullv niurdea-d 

leveral of Gov. Tryon's converts,' forced others to join the rebel 

flLi'my, and plundered the Cu'ccl'S of all who refufcd. This, has in 
a great meafure, deterred ere-n the molt loval fubjefts from taking 
the oaths till rhev find thrv are to he pnitec'rcd. 

In Gen. Clinton's escurfion up the North river, near a thoufand 
flout fellows came to claim the benetit of the proclamation, and 
propol^d to enliit in the new corps ; but Gen. Tryon, who never 
let iiip any opportunity of appearing confequential, immediately 

alTembicd them together, pronounced a pompous fpeech to them, 
and tendered the oath ro them with much formality. The country 
folks took the oath with great pleafure, ana then having got their 
proteaioDS in their pockets, they thouo;ht it beft to return home to 
their own habitations, till his Majeft;. 's troops had conquered the 
rebels. In this mauncr, w^ere fo manv able-bodied recruits loft. 
Gen. Tryon takes another method to convert the rebels ; he fcnc'.s 
out oihccrs with flags of truce, loaded with fcrmons, to diiiributc 
amon^ rhem. The Chiei Pridt of the iMoorfields tabernacle could 
CO no more. With thei'e I'crmons the rebels light their tobacco-pipes, 
or expend them in other neceilkry ufes. 
Ob- tr=r-s It 13 univsrfatl}'' felt, that our native troops are far fuperior to 
i-pcr:or to any other tor the v^^ar carried on here. The for.-ign troops may be 

as good as them in Germany, but thev are not fo here. This may 
caiji}- be accounted fer on tlie principles of human nature ; our 
men, in iighrine: for their countrv, fccl an iutercU which cannot be 
fuppofed to poliefs or actuate foreiirn troops : and on that account 

the)- attack vsitii more alacrit\', aud refil't with more aiinuels. If 

has 
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MlfconduSt of General tloivi, ^f 

lias been the policy of the rebels, always when opportunity offer- 
ed, to attack the foreigners in preference to the Britifh ; as on them 

they found, by experience, they could more readily make an im- 

preflion. This was flrongly verified in Gen. Biirgoyne's different 
engagements. The Hell^an grenadiers are noble troops, and form, 
an exception to thefc obfcrvations in fome deforce. For the reaibna 
above given, we do not wiili for any more foreign troops in this 
countrj^ unlefs it fliouid be thought proper to fend out Hanoveri- 
ans ; who as they would fight for their own Prince, may naturally 
be fuppofed to feel a ilronger intereft than thofe who are only influ- 
enced by pay and military renown. 

But if Howe is towafte the national llrength in campaigning, to 
no manner of purpofe, on the Delaware, the Englifli nation had 
better give up the point at once, than facrifice fo many thoufands 
of brave men, merely to pamper his folly. Such a mair as Lord 
l^crcy, who would have followed the true interefl of his country, 
without jcaloufy or envy, would have done more lall: June and 
July, by going up the North river, than Gen. Howe has done ia 
three campaigns, or is likely t") do in three more, unlefs he is bet- 
ter inflru&d or changes his plan of operations. Next campaign, 
Howe, if he fhouid ilill command here, and fliould be fo obitinate 
as to continue on the Delaware and its environs, will draw out the 
war till the EngliQi are wearied out. 

Even fhould he be vi(^,toious in that quarter, his vi^lories will JToithriTcr 
not be of any fervice, as Wafhington can always be fupported both ^"^ '^^'^^^ 
from the northern and from the fourhern colonies. It is prefentine ^1^*^ *'^-^' 
himfelf to the rebels, where they are moft impregnable ; and 
where they can concentre all their forces and all their refources, and 
where vidory itfelf can bnng no other advantage with it to him, 
but poiTeifion of the field of battle. No line of feparation betweea 
the ibuthcrn and northern rebels can be formed from the Delaware. 
The North river, and the lakes George and Champlain, form the 
key of America. If Gen. Howe went to the Delaware out of ig- 
norance, he is unfit for the command j if he went out of any other Howe, tin- 
motive, he is unworthy of it. If he is continued here, he will fit or un^ 
either remain on the Delaware, expending the blood and treafure worthy 
of the nation to no purpofe, or he will move to the northward, '^^'^^ 
leaving a garrifon in it, and not lefs than 10,000 will protedl it ; 
or he will abandon it altogether, which is hardly to be erpeded, 
as that would be confeffing in the ftronged: manner, the futility of 
his former operations. By this you fee, he has only a choice of 
difficulties, if he fupports his great conquefl: of Philadelphia, or 
difgrace if he deferts it. In dcferting the northern army, he has 
inextricably ruined himfelf, he has no choice left but'to rcfign ; and his 
character as a great officer, is gone for ever. Belides, in a fortnight 
from this, it is probable he will be frozen up for two months ; {o 

that we arc not likely to hear any thing of him, or the army under 
his command, till the month of INI arch next year. The Delaware 

generally freezes about the beginning of the year,- and the ice, 
for the moft part, renders the navigation impratfHcable, or verjr 
dangerous, till fome time in March. The people here have no 
hopes from our prefent commanders ; they have been fufficiently 

E tiled ^ 
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tned ; the only expectation left us is, that better men ncst cam^ 
paign will puifue better meafures. 



Letier fro'rfi New York, December i(>fhy 1777. 

G. HoTTc's TT is an unanimous fentiment here, that our misfortune* thii 
siiicondua:. _|_ campaign have arifen, not fo much from the genius and vaiour 

of the rebels, as from the inifcondu6l of a certain perfon. Our' 
commander in chief feems not to have known, or to have for<rotten 
that there was fuch a thing as the North river ; and that Gen, 
Burgo}'ne, with his fmall army, would want fupport in his -attempt 
to penetrate to Albany ; as the inhabitants of that country Vv'cre the 
moil rugged and hardy, and the beil accuftomed to arms, of any of 
the northern rebels. If Gen. Howe had been io happv for him- 
felf and his country as to have moved up the North river, inftcad 
of going to fea in the middle of the campaign, all America could 
not have prevented the jundiion of our two armies ; and that of 
Gen. Burgoyne's would have been faved ; and a firong line of 
communication from St. Lawrence to New York would havejbecn 
formed by the lakes and pofts on the North River, dividing rhc 
corthern from the fouthern provinces. Had this been done,, the 
rebellion would have been half over, even without a battle. Bug 
ibme people feem never to have looked at tlic map of America ; or, 
if they did, they have proved to us, they did not underfland ic. 
Since Philadelphia was taken. Gen. Howe has never been able to 
get out of light of it ; and the whole campaign appears to have 
been fpent in taking that Iinglc town, which if we keep, will cofl 
us an array to defend. In truth, meerly through mifcondu6l, 
inilcad of our expctSted fuccefles, we have met with nothing but 
misfortune and difgrace. The defcrting Burgoyne has .loit U5 
io,cx30 men and upwards, in regular troops, Canadians, and In- 
dians, and in loyal fubjecls adjoining to Albany and the lakes ; 
and ihe glorious acquifition of Philadelphia will coil us a garrifou 
of 10,00a more, unlefs Gen. Howe while this rebellion, lailsj 
means to proteift that darling conquefl with his whole army. 
■-Jli3 vantages Whereas, if the communication had been formed by fecuring thfi. 
•ftheKonh J>forth river and the lakes, the operations of our army to the north- 
^^'^^ ward would have covered New York, Long Illand, and Rhodtf 

Ifland, which would have enabled Gen. Howe to take the field 
with at leail 1 0,000 men more than he has been able to do in Penn* 
fylvania. In that cafe he would only have had the northern rebelS^ 
to contend with ; for W'afhington could not have palfed the North 
river while the eaftem banks were defended bv our poils, and the 
whole river occupied by our armed fliips, floating batteries, gun 

boats, and other craft. Then the taking of Connecticut, a fmall 

but ferrile colony, and the ilorchoufe of New England, would have 

cnfured the conqueft of the northern col mies. They mull hart 
thrown down their arms, or Harvcd ^ for I cannot fuppofe, that a^ 
body of militia could have defeated an Englifli regular army, a- 
mounting at leaft to thirty thoufand men, and as well appointed in 
«ven.' refpe£t, as any army that ever took the Held ; and the mea 

^ that army roufed t9 the higheil pitch of eathufiafiu iii the caufc 
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of Old EiTi^lnnrl, nr:a infpircd with indignation a^ainft the rebels, 
for their mjlriplied i\K:Xi of treachery and barbarity. But the fpirit, 
the I'jf'.onr, and thc^ lives of many of our bruve fellows tn the main The revprfc. 
armv, have b^rn loll by purfuing the moll: ill advifed meafurcs, o" i^e De.-?. 
the carrvine; on the war from the Chefapcak bay and Philadelphia, l^ware, 
piaces in which the rebels can brin^ their whole force againll us, 
and where all the aJvantatres wc may gain, can avail us nothing- 
far !h;*r than kecj)ing pofeljon of the ground on which our army 
encamps. In L\£\^ there is not a common foldier in the army but 
knows, that deferring the North river lofl Burgoyne and his armv; 
that his being fought down has given the rebels a tenfold confi- 
dence, and thrown a gloom over the afpedl of our aflairs ia 
America, 

The errors of the lafl campaign are now confidered as trifles, 
having before our eyes the grofs and mortifying blunders of the 
prefcnt. We anticipate here the allonifliment and depreflion, the DcprcfTio^ 
clamorous lamentations, the bitter complaints, and the general in- at home, 
dignation, that will fucceirively arife at home ; but we repofe the 
grcatefl: confidence in the lleadincfs of the minillry, and in the vi- 
gour and abilities of the noble lord at the head of the American de- 
partment, I have not time, and bcfide it would be tedious, to men- 
tion all our cxpcftations. I fliall only fay, that till reinforce- 
ments are fent ue, our operations in this country are likely to be 

for the moil: part defenfive ; and the fuccefs of our future meafurcs 
will greatly depend on the military genius who is to conduct us 
nci't campaign. Our loflcs this campaign will greatly animate op- 
pofition and the rebel partizans in England ; and we expect to fee 

little clfe in the London prints, than croakings of the downfal of 

England, and the triumph of America. It would not be an unad- 

vifcable rneafure to fufpcnd the habias corpus aft, with refpeft to 

treafons committed in England \ that would go a great way towards 
uniting you at home. 

Gen. Burgoyne, with the wreck of his fmall army, has been Rebels will 
feme time near Eofton, between Charleflown neck and Cambridc^e. detain Bui> 
Our tranfports ^c now at Rhode Ifland with an intent to take s")'^^^" 
them on board, I fincerely wifla them all embarked, for I am 

much afraid the rebel* will make ufe of fome fubterfuge to detain 
them. 

The morf one reflects on the manner this campaign has been con-« 
du(5lcd, the more one is aftonifhed. If the intention is to conquer 
a country, there ti an abfolute neceflity for occupying the principal 
pafies ; more cfpecialiy if that country is extenfive, and the in* 

habitants numerous. In doing this, you divide the forces and re- 
fourcesof the enemy, and, as I have already remarked, you ma)r 
beat them in detail. Now the grand pafs in Britidi America is. 
the North river, and the lakes George and Champlain, which muil 
be poffefTcd if there is a ferious intention to bring this rebellion ta 
a fpeedy conclufion. But if you would rather have a ten years 
war, and a hundred millions additional debt, then you may conti- 
Bue to indulge Gen, Howe, or any other general, who may fuc- 
ceed him. In amufiug himfelf and the army with a fea voyage ia 
the middle of the campaign, and in leaving whatever armies yqu 

«nay "feiid via Caoadsj to be fwallo^y?d vp by the New England 
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men. It Is not any apolog'y to the nation, in Gen. Howe and Iiis 

friends faying, that Burgoync thought himfelf ll:rong enough ; his 

duty, if he underdood any thing of his profeiiion, was to be on the 

North riv'er, and not to fpend the campaign and waHc his own 

army, in a part of the country where even his victories are ufclcfs. 

Isliivi -rin^ jf^j^y j-jjij^nr effetflivc is intended next campaign, the war mufl be 

^?^ \^' h^ brought back to the North river. After occupying that with fhip- 

Xivcrl P^^-o ^^'*^ fniali craft, and pcfTclIzng fwnc of the llrongcil pofts on 

Its banks with troops, you may then carry your whole force into 
New Englnnd, which would not reiifl a vigorous campaign, or al- 
lowing it did, hoH ever improbable, the reduiVion of Connecticut 
would ftarve the red of that country into fubmiffion ; you then 
Lave only the fouthem colonies to fubdue : they would not make 
a defperate refiftancc after the conqueftof their northern friends. 

If Gen. Howe intends to keep Philadelphia, which has coil him 
a whole campaign, and the nation 14,000 men, including Bur- 
goyne's army, and the killed and wounded, iick and dead of his 
own amiv, he mull either remain near it himfelf, or leave a 
fmall army to defend it. If he remains near it, I caanot compre- 
hend how America is to be conquered ; nor can I conjecture how 
he is to march forward, as Wafliington is only tv/elve miles from 
him, lb firongly polled that he does not chufe to attack him. It 
is true he ma}-, by crolling the Delaware on his right, return a- 
gaia ro the Jerfevs ; or on his left, he may pafs into Maryland ; but 
in either of thcfe provinces, after having patroled the country, 
with AVafliington at his heels, he will do no good without coming 
to a battle and gaining a decifive vitTcory, unlefs he fhould chufc 

to furprize the whole world again by-another fea trip. Whichever 
of thefe methods he follov/s, an army mull be left at Philadelphia, 
fo that our ccaquelt becomes a b'.irchen; for the troops required to 
garrifon that lingle town, would havefupported the communication 
on the North river, which would have difunited the rebels, and 
gone a great way to quell the rebellion. You fee I do not prefume 
to think he will abandon Philadelphia ; as that might fubjed him 
to be alked, why he fpcnt fo much time, men, and money to 
take it ? 

Ja^iuary lyf, 1 778. I fuppofc that Lord Howe has arrived at 
Rhode Iiland by this tim.e. He has failed to that quarter, on pur- 
pofe to expedite if he can, the embarkation of Gen. Burgoyne'a 
troops. I am much afraid the rebels will invent fome fcheme to 
detain them altogether. Our gallant commander has expended at 
leaft 14,000 men this campaign; and to confolc us .for the lofs, 
has hid the honour of appointing Mr. Galloway, formerly one 
of the rebel Congrefs, fole fuperintendanc of the port of Philadel- 
phia. Perhaps fuch a grand ftroke, and the pleafure of reading his 
letters, minutely difplaying his retreat through the Jerfcys, which 
HefeotiEfrst made our brave fellows almofl gnaw their own fiefli out of rage, 
of amy on may alfo confole you. By God, had you feen our common men, 
^^rpiEg when they ferried them over to Staten Ifland, they would have 
•^^ ftruck you with fuch a complicated picture of mortiiication and 

refentment, as would have left a lalling impreffion. 

It took the nation till the third year of this rebellion, to place a 
jjOidy of troops m thig countiy fvifficient to conquer it 3 the intent of 
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fending Eurj^oyne to Canada, was for no other end tlian to penc* 
trate by way of the lakes, while Gen, Howe went up the North 
river ; yet the moment this is brought within our view, Howe, as 
if atrald of joining Burgoyne, turns tall, goes to fca, and deferts 
the very bulinefs upon which the whole nation was Intei-u. There 
is a general diiratisfaciion here and at Phikdclphia. AU the terri- 
tory we'pollefs in Pcnnfvlvania,, Is the point of land formed by 
the confluence of the Delaware and the Schuylkill, meafunng near- 
ly iive miles in length, by two in breadth. The town itfelf is in- 
cluded. This, and the ground on which our army encamps, are 
the fum of our conqucfts this year. 

You will obfcrve, that your humble fervant does not dcfpalr of 
the Commonwealth. Tndoed, whining and dcfpondcnce are inex- 
cufeable, when the times demand firmnefs and vigour. In deiiancc 
of ill condu61 and the times, were you to fee us fometinics you 
would laugh heartily; In our barrack the army lilbis produced, 
more than once a day, to conjeclure upon a commander in chict ; 
for we no longer look for one in America, fince Burgoync is in the 
hands of the enemy. 
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Letter from New York, May c^thy 177S- 

GENERAL Clinton Hilled for Philadelphia the firft of this G. Clinton, 
month to fucceed Gen. Howe in the command of our army. 
Our fituation is fuch at Philadelphia, that we ought not think of any 
decifive action in that quarter. Gen. Clinton indeed may very 
eafily, and it would be a credit to our arms, march acrofs the Jerfeys 
to New York, and re-unite all our forces, in rcadinefs to ail as the 

! exigency of our affairs may require ; but if he fijould retire by fea, 
i it laull give the rebels additional confidence, and be a proof cither of 
the vveaknefs of the army, or the imbecility of our new comman- 
, dcr. There never was, fincc the cxiilence of time, an army more 
ardent for battle than ours now in America ; they only want to 
be led on, to prove that they will conquer or die for their country ; 
they think that the concelJions lately made at home to the rebels, 
arlfe from a want of confidence in ihem, which irritates them ex- 
ceedingly. They fay, they have often been prcfented to the enemy ; 
— -have lometimes been permitted to attack them ,*— but never have 
been led to follow their victory with cffe(51. They have had a fol- 
dicr, but not a general. Gen. Howe's dependants here fay, that 
he had his plan of operations from hoiiie, and that he was not to 
deviate from the orders fent him, Thefe gentlemen have been ea- q Howe's 
^''^Y confuted by reading to them the following paragraph of Gen. pUns his 
Hovve*s own letter, dated June 3d, 1777. " The campaign will own. 
" now immediately take place in the Jerfeys ; and I fliall proceed 
'^ as occurences may arife, according to the plan made kno'ivn to 
" your lordfliip in niy former difpatchcs." This extraft always 
iilences them; — it proves, that he formed the plan of the campaign 
1777, and only deigned to communicate it to adminidration. A- 
nother circumftance ought not to be forgot : he complained in the filsconduA 
lame letter of the camp equipage not arriving till the 24th of May j rc-futes his 

sod ^15 letter wouid lead us to conceive it had reti^rded the opening cxcufcs* 
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of ths campaign. After this, the army was marched np to WaHi' 
inp:ron's entrenchments in the Jcrfcys, and marched back again, 
and embarked for Philadelphia by the romantic navigation of 
Chelaptak bay. The camp cquipaoe was rnofi certainly carried on 
"board the (hips, but it was net landed with the troops at the head 
of the Elke, but fent round by Tea to the Delaware, in which nvcr 
It remained till the end of the campai2;n. It wo'jid appear that the 
corr.n".ancer, as his own letter flares it was relieved tropi much anxiety 
by the arrival of the equipare, but thit when it did arrive, he 
did not think proper to ufe it for the accommodation of tlij 
troops. 

If Gen. Howe had atflcd \rith rigour, and in concert with tk 

Canada armv, all the force of the rebels cnuid not liavc wlthflc'd 
them. Inftead of that he fubdiridcd our forces, leaving Bur^ovnc 
with 6oco men, to attack a country inhabited by near a million of 

people; and with i8 or 20,000 men, went a fummcr voyage by 
lea, to land in 2 country and take a town, which he never durlr, 
or never thought proper to quit for more than one day*s march. 
If all thefc forces had been properly combined, the rebellion wo'JJd 
'by this time have been over. Indeed there is no military man wiio 
underilood any thing- of his bufinefs, but forffaw inevitable de- 
ftruclion to the caufc and glory of his country, whenever it wai 
firil whifpered that the embarked troops were bound to the fouth- 
ward. For feme time at New York wc were at a lofs for their def- 
tination, as pilots one day were fliipped for the northward, and a- 
EOthcr day for the fouthward, and all carried OiF in the fleet. Ai 
ibon as their plan tranfpired, an univcrfal dcfpondcncc among the 
loyal Americans took place ; men of moderation were filent and 
looked Hupified ; and men of vigour and penetration, exprcfied their 
doubts, forrow, contempt, and abhorrence, juft as the clrcumftan- 
ces of thin2:s orcfcntcd thcmfelves. If Gen. Howe had carried the 
war up Hudfon's rircr, he would have faved Burgoyne s armr, 
"Toebecour crufhed rebellion, and re-eflablifhed our tottering empire : forhiiii* 
and glory felf he would have gained immortal glory. His grateful courtrjr 
^ioit would have covered him with honours, and our lareft pofterity 

would have revered his memory. But unhappily for us, we ha^c 
leen in part and are likely to continue to fee, the melancholy re- 
Tcrfe of di this. Yet anaidfl the difrreflcs cf our country, one can- 
not help knienting the izt^ of that man, whofe very heart muil be 
xent, when he reflects on the honour and glorj' that awaited him, 
but ^^"'^^ ^o^^ ^^^ ^^^r pafled away. 
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JLetu?- from Nev^ York, May iph, 1778. 

HE great line of ill condu£i in this quarter, you raufl have ali 

ready felt at home. By the mofl: injudicious diviiion of our 

forces in America, the caufe of England has, for the prelent, been 
"^"ined. With an army futhclent for the conqueft of this countrvj 
en. Howe, inilead of going up the Hudfon, left one third of hi* 
anny to garnfon New York, and with the reft went to Philadel- 
phia, to perambulate its environs during moft part of the ipampai^n, 

and then pompofedly took up his wj&ter quarters in that town*; 



T 




wliilft Wafliington, with not more than 7000 men, ilationed Iiiin- 
felf at Valley Forge, only twenty four miles diilant, and was ftill 
an the fame pofition by the lafl accounts which arrived here only a 
day or two ag-o. Every body in this place, and at Philadelphia, Elockptl u^. 
are in amazement that 7000 raw troops, fpeaking comparatively in PhiU- 
with our own, and thcfe raw troops half naked, fliould block up a tidpH^. 
veteran armv double their number. Yuu have afked me in more 
than one lettei', what were our reafons for o-oinir to the fouthward 
at the very time that our northern arm.y was approaching the head 
I of the Hudfon ? This is as incomprehenfible to u3 as it is to you ; 
for we fee by the King's inilruclions to Gen. Burgoyne, and Col. 
St. Legcr, which we had by the lad fliips from London, that 
I they w'^vft never to lofe fight of a junction with Gen. Howe, v/hich 
iofcourfe implies, that he was cither to favour their approach hy 
moving up the Hudibn, or by attacking Wafliington in the Jcr- 
I feys early in the fpring, or fammcr, at leall hinder him from detach- 
I ing any of the continental troops to reinforce the northern rebel mi* 
litia. This I aver is evident from the inltruttions that have lately 
been printed in this tou'n. At this critical jundlure, their two ex- 
cellencies go to fca with the whole Heet and grand army, leaving 
our northern, or Burgoyne's army to perlfli, for want of that fup- 
port wl\ich his Majeily and adminiftration, and the nation had un- 
doubtedly ordered, and expelled would be given them. The rebels Rebel fay- 
W'ho are not deficient in penetration, laugh, and fav, " Your gc- "^£* 
'' neral, by his movements, made us a prefent ofBurgoyne's ar- 
** my, and left us alfo a greater one in New York, if we had muf^ 
*' tered force enough to take it." Suppofing that Wafliington had 

any genius, God knows, he had no occafion to exert it againft us ; 
our folly, ignorance, or envy, did every thing for him ! It was 
impoiljble in the whole extent of America, to fix on a more dif- 
advantageous fpot than Philadelphia to carry on the war from. 
That town, as foon as taken, mud have been abandoned, or pro- 
tedcd by the whole army. Indeed, the going there, and the co- 
vering it, have loil: us a campaign, all our northern armv, fome 
thoufands of our fouthern army, and what is infinitely more to be 
regretted, our national honour. 

It is a mercy, a faving grace to the general that you have reca!- 
callcd him ; for he never feemed inclined to abandon his charming 
conquefi. He and his army, his brother and his fleet, have done 
lutlc elfe for the bcfl part of eight or nine months, than hover 
round it, formmg the great ]Mr, Galloway's fatcllitcs. You will 
obferve, that the reafons againft carrying on the war from Phila- 
ticlphia were nUmiCrous : by going there, our army was divided ; 
New York with an iinmenlitv of King's ilores, and other valuabla 
property endangered ; our northern army configned to defl:rU(fl:ion ; 
Philadelphia, a town that could not be kept without an arm)' j 

that country juil: in the centre of the rebel provinces could be e- 

tjually fupportcd by the northern, and fouthern rebels, and of fuch 
a nature, that no commanding poll could be taken, either to divide 
or over-awe the enemy ; the river, a long and dangerous naviga- 
tion, full of flioals, and fubjedl to freeze in the winter -, fo that our 
fleet mud either remain in the winter blocked up by the ice, or fe- 

parate from the ^irmy, b;y nioyin^ off b.&fure the cold £et in; and^ 
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tlie rebels in poileiTon of both fliorcs, could, from their various har- 
bours, :idl: wjrh the g:rc'atcil profpecfl of fuccefs againfl our mcr« 
chant fi'ips and tranfports, either going- up or coming down. 
Propriety On the contrary.', bv acting on the Hudfon, our army remained 

*^^^x-"SC" in full force ; Gen. Howe could have begun the campaign with at 
river ' * ^^^^* 6000 more troops ; his operations to the northward and his 

pofR-ding the Hudfon, covering all our pofts, he would have cut 
the rebel countr}' in nvo ; againil either half of which Burgoyiie 
and he united, might In the enfuing campaign have carried on the 
war ; he would have faved Englifhnien from the greateft and moll 
mortifving dlfgrace that ever befel them as a nation, and he him- 
fcif would have been the greatefl man in our annalsTr-he would have 
acquired immortal glory. Kow the voyage to Philadelphia came 
to be undertaken, a movement fo contrary to common fenfc, to 
the general judgment o^ the moft intelligent people here, to tlie 
moft obvious rules of war, and apparently contrary to exprefs in- 
flruciions from home, and at the fu-ft glance fo evidently ruinous to 
the caufe of England in America, is a queftion, which, I believe, 
their two excellencies only can explain. 
Character Lord Howe certainly came out with the mofl compleat idea of 

•1 L.Howc, jjjg Q-^-j^ weight and importance : it cannot be doubted, that, on his 

arrival here, he imagined^ that conde fee nlicns from him would far 
outvvciiih anv exertion of our national flren^th. But we are now 
confident he is recovered from that idea : he ccrtamly had a great 
prediletfHon for the Americans ; his brother's monument in ^^^■^f- 
miniier Abbey, at the cspcnce of New England, it is fuppofed, led 
him to believe, that all America reverenced himfelf, and would ^'x- 

thcr round him as their fole mediator. But Franklin who had made 
a tool o\ him in England, as well as of many others, foon convinc- 
ed him of his want of im^ponance. The following circumflance m:iy 
give you fome notion of the fituation of the refugees here, Ycu 
muft underftand, by refugees, the gentlemen who have been driven 
of, on account of their uniform attachment to government; not 
your rebels who came in upon proclamation, to regain their eftates 
that were in polTeilion^of the King's anny. A number of refugees 
long fettled in the fouthern colonics, and moilly Englifliraen, who 
had been ftripped of the greateil: part of their foitunes, applied to 
his lordQiip for letters of marque to cruize againlt the rebels ; but 

he ilernly replied, " /'/'7// ynu Turver han^e done opprejpng thefe poof 
His 5em *- ptcplf? -jj ill you ne-'er gi've them an opportunity of feeing their ex- 



reply to the t: rorV — This was the anfwer of the King*s admiral to a body of 
reiugccs. j^-^ ]^jaj^{^y»3 loyal fubjetts, whom thefe poor people, as' his lord- 

fliip called them, had treated mofl barbaroufly, had baniflied iVoiii 
their habitations, and fequcflered their ellates, in order to carry on 
the prcfent rebellious war. This conduct, however, could not hold 
long.; letters of marque have been fince granted, I do not g'^^ 
this as a fecret ; it has been long publicly talked of here. The 
gentlemen who received fuch a rebuff, you may be fure, were not 
filent upon the occaiion. His lordfliip's great error is, in thinking 
himfelf equal to every thing. We do not know that he cornmuni- 
cares with any perfon but his brother- Their meafures, therefore, 
are puiely their own. In making him a politician, they have pi'^ 
iiim quite out of "his latitude. Yet after all, as a man, he is defervcdlv 

^fleemefl' 

1: 
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ifleemecl. His moral charaL^er is unimpeachable in every refpect ; 
he is quite the contrail to a certain perlon ; and, in the naval line, 
he has not a fuperior. The braved man could not wifli for a more 
able, or a more gallant commander. 

In feme inftances we have not been remarkable for our good con- Vanity «£ 
<3u6l'in this neighbourhood. Governor, now Gen. Tryon, who is Tryon." 

the pink of politencfs, and the quinteficnce of vanity, chofe to dif- 
tinguifli himfelf by petitioning that the provincials under his com- 
mand fiiould occupy the out-polls at King's bridge ; he had his 
jvifli for a long time, by which we loll numbers of cur beil recruits. 
The man is generous, perfectly good natured, ixwd no doubt brave ; 
but weak and vain to an extreme degree. You fliould keep fuch 
people at home, they are excellent for a court parade. — I wilh Mrs. ■ 
Tryoii would fend for him. 

I have not entered on the fcenes of dillipation and jraminG; that Gaming R- 
have been pradifcd and countenanced, or, as the general's friends ^^^iiw. 
correci: us, " permitted." I have drawn a curtain around wanton 
wives and witty daughters ; for a public man ought to llahd or fall 
by his public afljons ; if thefe are right, we may fmile at his private 
amufements ; beiidcs, my refpc6t for the ladies will not permit me 
i^ enter on this fubjctft, though a rich one ; and yet it is a tempt- 
ing llory, — fo animating, — fo feducing, that I muildrop the pen to 
prcfcrvc my own principles* 



Letter from New York, ATay i8/^, 1778- 

IT mufl: be confelTed, that the rebels triumph greatly in baffling 
Howe's army at Philadelphia j but that ought not to make us 
dcfpair ; for, if his bad generalrtiip divided our forces, inilead of 
combining them, by which we fuftered the lofs of Burgoyne, and 
had our grand army pent up in Philadelphia; that is no evidence 
of our weaknefs, or the rebels (Irength, but hmply a proof of Howe's 
deficiency in military knowledge ; who defertcd our northern army 

which was co-operating with him, and failed to a town that took 

his whole army to guard it. You muft conquer the rebels and 
bring them back to their allegiance. :- You have no other alterna- viAQf-sj 
tive but vi<51ory or deilruction. I make no doubt, but many of the rui», ' '^ 
people of property among them, would be glad to come to an ac- 
commodation, as the burthen of maintaining the rebellion fails 
chiefly to their fliare ; but the rabble, of which the army is molHy 
compofed, having all the power in their own hands, mull be beat 
uefore any thing like a fubmilTion can take place. Your own fafcty 
and exigence as a nation, will not allow you to defert this bulinefs 
Were you fo inclined. If you was to adopt Dean Tucker's plan, lndepen« 
and grant them independency, you would commit an aift of political dcncy jg^ 
luicide. You ought to be fufiiciently convinced, that no tie can ^^ows- 
bind the rebels but force. You would ibon lofe your Newfound- 
land fifliery, or be under the neceffity of entering into a war for its 
prote6tion : you then would have all the work to begin again under 
infinite difadvantages. Your Weil India illands would foon follow ; 
nature herfelf feems to have attached them to the American conti» 
^i^iit, andj whoever poflefles this eountr}',- mufl eventually com- 
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tnantl the iflands. France, though fhe now fupplles the rehels, 

may have caulc in future to curfe her folly. It is neither the in 

tereft of France, nor Spain, to enable the colonics to fhake ofFtheii 

depentience on Britain ; but I ClO not fay it is not their intereil t( 

weaken us by keepin*; up the ferment. If your European politician; 

were as wife as they ought to be, they would have forefcen,' thai 

the freebooters of the united ihites of America, would be infinucl) 

more formidable, than thofe of the petty ilatcs of Africa. All th{ 

commercial ihites arc deeply interelled in this bufinefs. 

Danger to Suppofing the Americans independent, and that they fhoult 

all man- think proper to feize the Dutch fhips, or the French, or the Spa 

time fUccs. p-f^^ Q^ ^^g Portuguefe, what remedy could any of thefe powcn 

have ? I conjecture none of them would fit out fleets and armies, 
and fend them fo far as this to the welbvard. — But they might ap 
point convoys ; — that is true ; — yet the Americans, when left t( 
themfelves, will foon have a fleet equal to any of the above ftates 
In faft they could enrich themfelves alternately with the plundci 
of every mercantile nation in Europe, without any of thofe nations be 
ing able to do them a material injur}', or obtain any adequate fatisfac 
tion. Such will be the blefled efieiSts of American independency to ail 
the European commercial flates. A more ruinous circumllaiice howe 
ver awaits Great Britain ; America is a rich, healthy, fertile couii' 
try ; proviiicns, in time of peace, are not a fourth of the price thej 
are in your kini^dom. Your manufacturers, your labouring men, 
your people of Imrdl fortunes and large families, and others of gooJ 
fortune, but an enterpriiing mind, would all flock to the new inde 
pendent ftates ; for though provifions are only about one fourtli 

the price, )-ct labourers and workmen's wages are four times highei 
than in England. Your people who come, may get land for noth- 
ing, or for a fmall quit rent next to nothing ; and the turbulent po- 
litics of our new republics, would afford an extenfive field for mec 
Ixerticn ^ of vigour and enterprife to ftruggle in. No laws you could pafs a! 
coDQucfr ; home could keep your people. Never was a nation fo bound tc 
tor ruia and ^^^^ -^^gj£ ^ Grea't Britain in the prefent crifls ; if, for the fake oi 
«5>ii.erapc. ^ momentary but delufive quiet, you patch up a rotten accommoda- 
tion with the rebels, the glory of Britain is fet for ever j and froi^ 
the terror, liie will become — the contempt of nations. 
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MATTER OF FACT. 

Addrcjfcd to herd George Gevmain, 

' I ^O combat the whole force of official reprefentation conveyed 
to your lordfhlp, would be a tafk from which I fhould fhrinkj 
was I not fully convinced of your lordfhip's zeal for the public fer- 
vice, and the penetration with which you can diftlnguifli truth. 1 
aflure your lordfhip, in the moft folemn manner, that I have no 
other motive for the trouble I now take, but a hearty zeal for the 

honour of the nation. I am totally unconnected with any of thfi 
parties which diflracled the public fervice in America laft cam- 
paig^ : I am neither under the bias of obligation or refentment to* 
wards any of the three generals ; nor have I the fmalleil wifli either 

^ abet faction oji this, or rebellion on the other lide of the Atlan- 



it 
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tic. To the eternal difgrace of thofc concerned in both, hiftory Faction at 
cannot funiini a fuigle example of fo wanton and ungrateful a re- l^orne the 
bcUlon, or of fo urprinciplcd an oppolition to government. Hav- p"""'^..? 
iiiir been an eye vvitncfs to the proceeding!;? of the Congrefs to the 
period when they took thedefperate ilep of declaring independency, 
and pt-rfonall}^ acouainted with many of the principal members, I 
beheld rhcm dailv takin-j; their tone, and forminof their mcafures from 
the condurtof the fir'tlon at home. In the dechirationof independcn- 
I cv indeed they ll:epj)cd before their friends here a little but thefc 
{mw follovved. Leavmg both to the infamy that muil attend their 
procecdlne;s, I fliull purfac my d^lign of pointing out to your 
lordlb.ip iome part of the blunders, the venality, theinfolence, the 
incapacity, and the tyranny which pervade almolt every department 
of the army in America. 

I need not \2.y a word to convince 3*our lordHiip of the mifcon- MlfconJuA 
da.:t on Long lOand, in permitting a beaten and difmaycd army, hi Long Ifl, 

cooped into a corner of an iiland, to pafs a wide ferry, by fmail 
emimrk'.itions, without the lofs of a man. It is acknowledged the 
rebels w^re there at the mercy of the royal armv,- but that a reluc- 
tance ro filed the blood of his Majefl-y's fubje^ls retrained it, Pof- 
fihly it may be pleaded that the fame rclurtunce prevailed in allow- 
ing them to cfcape from the city of New York, and afterguards New York9 
from King's bridge ; that it permitted them to retreat leifurely 
from tlie aftion at White Plains, where M'Dougal's bri- '^^''^'t'= 

gade was defeated ; and finally, to induce the royal army to re- l'^*'"^ 
treat, when they had driven the rebels into a firuation of the great- 
ell diilrefo and diimay, ready to have dilperfed, had any attack 
been made upon tliem. Here we left them to return and llorm 
fort VVaihhigion, after we had allowed I\Ir. WaOiington to pafs 
the North river in our view ; occupy fort Lee, and efcapc from 
thence v/ith more than double the garrifon of fort Walhington, 
Pniiildy this was a piece of generalfliip, as we took thofe garrifons 
prifoncrs ; but it was changing the fyftem upon which vve had be- 
fore acted, unlefs it was thought beneath the courage of the royal 
army to take rebels, until we had fuffered them to get fafe into their 
very frrongeft poll. Allowing Mr.Waflungton to efcape through the The Jcrfcys 
Jericys when he had not above five and twenty-hundred poor, dif- 
pirited, naked fugitives to attend him is a thing without example, 
I beg your lordQiip will look upon the map of '^z\'^ Jcrfey for a 
moment, and then endeavour, ifpoilible, to conceive why a body 
of troops ^vcre not detached from New York to Newark, Ellfabeth 
town, or even Amboy, to cut off his retreat, put him between two 
fires, and oblige him to furrcnder, and by that means put an end 
to the war, which the rebels themfelves have often confellcd it 
Would certainly have done. Was not this fomething worfe than a 

blunder, or even indolence ? I can allure your lordlliip, that many 
of the moil: judicious leaders among the rebels were even allonilhed 
at it, and v^ttxt. fo free as ro declare to me, that they fuppofed the 
War would have been too fljort, had it been put an end to in one 
Campaign. 

A halt at Brunfwick for want of orders, when the fugitives were 'Brunfwlcka 
in view, allowed them time to retreat to the Delaware, and to crofs 

toiiverj Ci? the sfioniihmcnt even of themfelves. Yet has this 

f ?t march 
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march been extolled to your lordHiip, and the public has been infultej 

with the publication ; whilft every man in America Itood aftoniHied, 

and every loyal fubjecl: there was chagrined and difappointed — fully 

convinced that nothing lefs than blindnefs directed" by ignorance, 

could have allowed fuch an enemy to cfcape in fuch a lituation. 

©DT afto- But, as has conitantly been our lot, our artonifhment was not fu{- 

niihment fered to reft long upon the pair, the future mifcondut!!: foon called 

luners ao \i off. A line was formed from Mount Holly on the Delaware, to 

the village of Newark, by occupying open villages. The fame 
army which would not detach a part to intercept Mr. Wafhington 
in his tiight, was extended in a line of nearly a hundred miles, 
without a lingle redoubt to cover any one poll. A brigade of Hef. 
iians commanded by a drunken madman, was placed in Trenton; 
the mo^t important poft, forming the angle of the v/hole line, and 
nearell the enemy, whilfi the Britifn light infantry, the bell troops in 
the univerfe were, (contrary to all cuftom and order) placed 13 milei 
in the rear at Prince town. Gen. Grant havino* intellisrcnce that 
rcnton. jVIr. Wailiington intended to attack Trenton, inilead of ordering 

up the light infanrr)' from Prince town, font only twenty light 
borfe, and twenty-four light infantry to Trenton the day before. 
Rhair feeing fo little precaution taken by the general, looked upon 
the intelligence as falfe, and got drunk as ufual. The confequen- 
ces which almoil naturally followed were fuch, and they are at the 
fame time fo notorious, that I Ihall fpare your lordfliip the pain of 
feeing them recited. It is fufficient to fay, that thofe naked, dif- 
pirited runaways, whom we allowed to Hip out of our hands a few 
days before, returned upon a vidorious army, and in two or three 
fuccefsful actions, killed and took half their own numbers, oblig- 
ing us to abandon all our polls in Jerfey, except Amboy and Brunf- 
wick, and a regiment Howed into the few houfes in Bonham town 
to keep open the communication. 

Thus, from being in full poiTeflion of that whole province, we 
were reduced to thofe three villages, the fanheft extending fourteen 
miles into the countr}\ Kere the army remained all winter, o* 
bliged to fight for every mouthful of forage and frefti proviiions 
which they obtained: with what lofs the returns of the army will 
bell fhew. And permit me to alk your lordfliip, was it not moll 
lliameful ? I will venture to aifert, that in the hillory of all the 
wars which ever yet exifted, in the annals of all military mifcon- 

ducr which ever )'et appeared, there is not a lingle example to take 

ilieltcr under. Great militar}' geniufes have often changed thena- 

- ture of a war from the defenlive to the offcnfive, by fome llroke of 

military Ikill in the field, or have with an inferior force iufulted their 
enemy in his winter quarters, and even obliged him to relinquilh 
them. But this was where troops were fuperior in native courage, 
or excelled in difcipline ; where they were in want of none of thfi 
neceflaries for making war, and had fortified towns to cover thenl 
in cafe of a defeat; or where the enemy could not be reinforced. 
Crrength of But in the inftance before us, not one of all thefe caufes can be 

pleaded. Waihington was but three thoufand Urong when he at* 

tacked Trenton, and thofe men fo fatigued and benumbed with the 
cold, that they were unable to handle their arms ; and it was with 

^e greateil d^ulty any of them re<;roffed the Pel^W^jC; and near 

' ' ' m 
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half of tbem died, oj were rendered unfit for duty. I fpeak from 
Guthent'C information^ my Ijbrd. At no time during the winter was 
the rebel army above five thoufand ftrons;, often not three, and 
thofe in want of almoil: every article of cloathing. Yet with that 
inferior, naked force, Mr. Wafliington blockaded our army in their 

quarters, and remained the whole winter in unmolelled pOiTeilion of 
ever}'" town within ten miles of tlTCin, often nearer, occupying; a 
circle of at leaft lixty miles. In which iituation he continued until 
he was reinforced in fpring, when he approached within a iftw miles 
of Brunfwick ; and was permitted, though flill inferior, to poft 
himfelf in fo flrong a pofition, that it was not thaught prudent to at- 
tack him. The army therefore quitted Jerfcy, rclincjuiniing a 

v'hole province, of which they had been in full pofleffion lix months Howe rc- 

beforc, without even having made a fingle effort to recover the ho- treats trom 
nour they loft at Trenton (though IMr. Wafliington was often re- J*^"*-')'' 
duced to two thoufand men at Morrid town) leaving the rebels all 
<he advantage and credit they obtained by that a6lion, which alone 
enabled them to recruit a Angle man. 

Before I quit Jerfey, allow me to point out to your lordfliip fomc 
other parts of our condu£i:, and the confeo^uence attending it. Upon 
the army entering Jerfey, a proclamation was iflAied, promifing pro- 
te(Stion ajid pardon to all fuch as fliould remain in their houfes. 
The people pretty generally remained, and many thoufands receiv- 
ed printed protections, ligned by order of the commander in chief. 
But neither the proclamation nor the protections faved the people 
from plunder, nor from infult ; their property was taken or de- 
ftroyed, without difllnClion of perfons. They fliewed their protec* 
tions, Heflians could not read them, nor would not undcriland 
them, and the Britifb foldiers thought they had as good a right to 
a fliare as the HeiTians. This I alfure your lordfliip was very ge- 
nerally the cafe while the army was advancing into the country, 
was and w^t\^ in poffeflion of it. In their retreat it was Hill worfe ; 
all who did not leave their wives and children, and abandon their 
property, were conlidered as rebels. When the rebels re-poflefled j^^jjnous tf- 
themfelves of the country, they treated all who had taken pro- fects. 
tertions with the utmoft feverity. Thus was this whole province 
cither irritated againft his Majelly's government, by a breach of 
faith, or abandoned to perfccution, where they had fliewn any loy- 
alty. No ftep was taken to conciliate their affeCtions. The diP 
loyal were not difarmed, nor arms put into the hands of the loyal, 

though both might have been done with the greatell eafe. No 
Heps of found policy were purfued to fecure the country; it wag 

finally abandoned, and a proof given that proclamations and pro- 
tections were no aflurance of fafety fit to be relied on. — An awful 
example! which the leaders in rebellion have not failed to avail 
themfelves of, and which I can affure your lordfliip I have beheld 
the bad efFeCts of on more occaflons than one. I will not pretend 
to fay that Jerfey has not always been as rebellious a colony as any 
of the thirteen,, but I aflert that there ahviiys has been manv thou- 
fands of loyal fubjeCts in it, and there would have been at this hour 
double the number there are in it, had it not been for the mifcon- 
duCl I have now pointed out to your lordfliip. In fuch cafes the 
jpeople flxould ppver be deceived, much lc§ ab^iidoAed to dcdruCtion, 
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when they were proraifod protection. Prore^Tion ouijht never t\ 
be promifcd In- £:ovcrnnienr, but it fiiouKi be allurdcd at all rifks 
much k-fs proiniicd without even an intention of performing 
which I am forry to fee, from the correfpondence your lordfliip ha; 
publiHied, it was not in this cafe, as it there appears that it was no 
intended to keep pofTciiion of Jerfcy. 

Having condudcd the commaiider in chief out of the Jerfeys, ] 
fliall leave him to perform h.is' feven weeks voyap;e to Elk rivei 
(after having- f.rU t.ike.i a peei) of a week into Dthnv.nx- bay, to knou 
it it uas navi::able) whiic I ir.ali beg your lordfldp's attention tc 
the attairs of the town and province of New York. I do not like 
to treat of public fcandal ; I will not let fall a fingie word iioon 
any man'r intrigiics, where thcv do not interfere with the public 
^ood ; where they do, the public has a right to know the caufe of 
fuuinenefs and inattention in a i^eneral, or ot corruption in a com* 
GsTT.'rgro- milian'. Gaming mitu ever prove of the \zvy woril confequences 
sr.ojs !ii a \^ -jQ annv, and totally ruinous if x\\^ example {i]ould happen to be 

fer publicly by the commander : it then dcilrovs fubordination and 

rcfpecl, encourages licer.tloufnef;, and all difcipline falls of courfe. 

A your.-;' o{T:ccr uho beholds his general every evening at a pharo 

.table, I will not fay lofe his temper, though certainly fubjed: to 

fret like other men who plaj' a game of chance, in which there can 

be no amufemenr but as it eratihes avarice — 1 fav, the young oili- 

ccr who beholds his general in fuch a htuation, will footi lofe the 

rcfpecl: to his liatlon, which he has loil to his perfon,-when he Is 

allowed to fpoit as freely at his elbow on his flender income, as fh« 

general does upon his princely revenues. He is afhamed not to do 

it ; he expects to mas-e his courr bv it. There is little ceconomy 

in an army where high gaming is allowed ; it is beneath the man 

who plays at night for hundreds, to trouble himfelfnext day how 

Esd efffcts he \h to live upon his pay : He runs in debt for his ncceffarrep, and 

oBomctrs, the country muft be plundered to fuppiy his inifirefs. I aik yt^u, 

mv lord, can the general, or any other officer of rank, prerend to 
rcftrain, much lefs punifti, an inferior for plundering, when 
he perhaps won all the poor gentleman's money the night before ? 
To thia caufe, perhap5, as much as to the example {tt by the Helft- 
ans, mny be attributed the fcandalous height to which phmdering 
is arriNcdatin the army. And yet, m}' lord, I cannot fuppofe 
.that this was the caufe of otlicers of veiy high rank taking large 
quantities of wine, tobacco, and valuable effects belonging to mer- 
chants at New York, who were known to be loyal, and who eager- 
ly embraced the lirf: opportunity of joining the King's troopSi 
This mull have been done under the imprelTions of that favourita 
idea, " that Parliament has declared America to be in rebellion, 
'*' and that therefore ever}' man in it has ipfo faBo forfeited his e- 
'^ ftate, and holds it entirely at his Majcfty's mercy," that is at th» 

-djfpofal of the army: 

Yo'jr lordiiiip will be afloniflied when I afllire you that this \% 
not oniv a prevalent opinion, but almofl unJverfal one. That it 
has been ersrerly cinbraccd and fupported by a certain governor noW 
in a military characler, and I have been well ailured it is cheriflied 
even at head quarter?. Thus my lord, have I endeavoured to alfign 
reafong vv'hy many loyal and refpcctabie citizens have been plunder- 
ed 
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ed 0^ their furniture and effcds, under this coinprehenfive mode of Lnvnlir^s 
forfeiture. Plundering under fuch an idcn, is only muking free I'ii^i'tlcrcd. 
vvith what belongs to the Kin:r. The gentlemen cannot have read 
the a<^ they fpeak of, nor difciaguinied that, it only iavs numbers 
of perfons, not all ; and even if it did, that it would be necclihry to 
try a Britifh fal'je("t h}'- a jury, in order ro conHtcate his dlate: I 
Ifpeak from undoubted fa-51s, my Lord, fath that will be heard o£ 
in a yet more fenous mode. I pr/uit them out generally, in hopes 

that your lordfliip, in your humanity and jullice, as well as for the 

honour of your country, and the Bririfli arms, will take fome fpeedy 
and effeelual method of putting an end to fucli pernicious and dif- 
graceful proceedings. All fuch as have refilled the torrent of rebel- 
lion, and thrown thcmfelves upon the proreollon of his jMajelly's 
troops, fliould be /liewn that they have ae"ted wifely as well as vir- 
tuoully ; and that the army was fent tlicre to protctfl", not to plun- 
der and infult them. That arch plunderer, Gen. de Kcifrer, of- CurlousfaA 
fcrcd the houfe he lived in at New York to public falc, though it 
was the property of a very loyal fubjetl:, who had voluntarily and 
hofpitably accommodated him w^ith the ufc of it. This may be 
nothing aftonifliing in a Heffian. But I have feen the furniture of 
good and loyal fubjci'^s, men who are fuftoring reflraint or imon- 
fonment among the rebels, fold by public auction ; the carriages of 
gentlemen of the firft rank feizcd upon,' their arms defaced, and 
the plunderer's arms blazoned In their place ; and this too by Bri- 
tifli officers. An oliicer of high rank took forcible poflcfiion of a 
gentleman's carriage and horfcs, after it was well knov/n that he bad 
received his pardon from the King's commifiloncrs : he ufed it for 
feveral months, and was with ditHculty prevailed on to give it up- 
This was acting under the flrongeft d^^ufion, to fpeak of it in the 
mildeil terms ; not even allowing the King's pardon to fave Ameri- 
can property froni the general pallion for connfcation. It was the 

lame ofhcer who made fo free v/ith another gentleman's wine, and 
even offered it in prefents by the pipe to his friends : a man, who 
from oHentaticn and weaknefs, has vibrated between the delirc of 
popularity as a magiilratc, and the vanity of being confidered as a 
military genius, I conceal his name, becaufe he really has c^ood 
qualities, which break fometlmes through the cloud of Imperfe(^Ion9 
that furround them. I have thus particulariled fome inlLances, 
leull: your lordfliip fliould fufpect the truth of my general afiertions. 
From this irkfome fubjecl, allov/ me to draw your lordfliip's at- 
tention on Kudfoii's nver. There wt fee forts flormed with the 
intrepidity and fpirit whic'i ever accompanies Britifli troops, when 
properly conduced ; but with a lofs of brave men, which muff be 
the more regretted, as we gained nothing but mere honour by it, — r 
the ground being left to the rebels to Improve upon their pafl errors. 
Whv a delay was made of eight days before the army proceeded high- Cllntoa's 
ti' up the river, we are ignorant of. Your lordfhip will recollect that 'IcUya, 
the highland forts were uVcw the 6th of Ot!l:ober ; jKfopus burned 
the 13th J and that Gen. Burgoyne did not lign his convention till 
the 1 6th. I have been aiilired bv undoubted authoritv, that x.\\q ci- 
t)' of Albany was totally dcfcncelefs, fervmg only as an hofpital for 
the rebels, and as a lodonicnt for tlicir fmall ma'/^zines of provifi- 
fins. The river is undoubtedly ;iavi^able forfrig;ates v/idiin twelve 
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miles of Albanv. There was no force even to oppofe open boats 
gondolas could hare guarded thrm to the wharfs ot the town. Wh' 
then did not the troops proceed immediately to Albany.? the t^tkin; 
of which miirht have been efFc^^lcd without the lofs of a man : am 
■R'ould have obliged iVIr. Gates to have returned halHly, or han 
crolled the Hudfon's river for want of provifions. The latter wouli 
undoubtedly have been the cafe, as it is certain he had not two dar 
proriiions collected for his army, except what was in Albany. Put 
nam could have been no impediment, as he could not poffibly crol" 
the river to attack Albany, bad he been in a condition. This mea 
Might tavc fure would have infallibly enabled Gen. Burgoyne to retreat in fafo 
Tavcd Bur- ^y^ or to have formed a junction with the forces from New York ai 
go^.ne. Albany, and thereby have faved the honour of the Britifh arms, 

If it had not been found practicable to keep poileilion of Albany, 
the pafTage to New York was fafe and eafy. 

Your lordfhip will plainly perceive that there was time fufficicni 
between the 6th and the i6th, to have effetfted all this. Perhaps It 
will be pleaded that Sir Henry Clinton was reflrained by his or- 
ders, " to remain on the dcfcnfivc." This did not operate more 
Urongly againll taking pofleilion of Albany, than againft Hormin^' 
the forts in the Highlands. Whatever it proceeded from, the armv 
only amufed themfelves with burning j9ifbpus, and the houfes or 

individuals which fi:ood clofc to the river's bank. If fire be neceflii* 
ry to accompany the fword, permit me to aik your lordfliip, why 
was it referved for the province of New York, beyond all compa- 
rifon the mofl loyal colony of the thirteen ? "Why was it diftinguifli- 
cd by an unnecefiary deftru^tion ? Why did no fort of declaration 
whatever accompany the army as it penetrated into the countr)', 
acquainting the inhabitants how to conduft themfelves, holding 
forth fafety to the loyal at leaft, many thoufands of whom your 
lordfhip is well alTured are in that colony ? Why have thefe loyal 
people been treated the worft ? I pray your lordfliip to enquire into 
ie,^Dc^mcn the llate of the colon)-, you will find that 1500 loyal fubjects join- 
armed for eJ Gen. Burgovne in his fliort progrefs into it ; that near 5000 from 
Britain. jj. j^^^^ joined the other armies, and that 4.000 have returned their 

names in the city of New York, to ferve as militia, for the defence 
of that town. In pity and in juflice, my lord, I hope you will 
enquire why thefe things have been done? and that, inuead of a 
continuance of.fuch conduit:, the loyal and repenting will have 
fome diilinguifliing indulgence fliewn them, fhould the army move 
that way next campaign. Policy enjoins it. That province {0 
gained, would enfure the reduction of the reil, as the loyal there 
would greatly increafe, and eflentially aid his Majefly's army. 

If after what has been already fcen in the provinces of Jerfey and 

New York, the public could be furprifed at any mifcondudl: or proof 

of incapacit^S the expedition to the head of the Elk river mufl 

Etrregions furcly produce that effect. Great geniufes in a variety of difficul- 

^condud. tJes^ choofe that which is moll eafy and pradticable. It belonj^s 

only to the condu(^ors of the King's annies in America, to choofe 
that which is moil difficult, tedious, and uncertain, I will pafs 
over the abfurdity of declining a marchof twenty four miles from 
Somerfet court houfe in Jerfey to the river Delaware, which might 
have been performed in oae night, and the river crofled before a ti- 
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iVi'id and greatly inferior enemy would have ventured to qirr his 
ftron£^ hold. Such a il:cp would have put us in poireinoii of Phlht- 
delphia in three days, inil:ead of three months, and fubjcctcd that 
whole province to the royal army ; and it would alio have put eve- 
ry ma^^azine the rebels had fornicd in that country at oikx into our 
hands, to the total ruin of their caufe. IVhy th.e flt'ct did not proceed 
up the Delaware river, inllcad of lofin^-iivc weeks in failing* round to 
the Elk — is one of the moil: unaccountable parts vi all our niifcon- 
diul:. It is well known that the danger of the navio-iuiou in the 
Delaware is not c^reater than in Chefapeak bav, and that the former 
is wider and more commodious for fhips at Chcfter, \vhieh is witli- 
in ii>-tcen miles of Philadflphia, than the river Klk is fo far up; 
it was alfo equally unfortiiied ; the banks of the Delaware are low^ 
and e:i'i]y commanded by fliips of war. Had the fleet proeced'-J 
up the Delaware tu Chefter, fcvcn weeks time \vouid have been iuv- 
clI ; the horfes belon^/mp; to our army v/ould have been fit for uic ; 
l-trle land carriai^c would have been neccl];u'v, from the place of 
Iflndintr bcinp; fo near to Philadelphia ; and the fleet would have been 
rear to the army, ready to have aftbrded ail necelTriry aids, and c- 
vcn to have fecurcd a fafe retreat in ca'e of any difailL-r. 
An ac^lion fo decifive as that of Brandywinc, would have enabled Erandy- 

thc King's at-my to have purfued the fup;itives the fame day to Phila- ^^''^^'=' 

delphia, as the boats would have been at hand ready to have crofied 
|the Schuylkill, the only river in its way. The great quantity of 
Hores laid up in Philadelphia would have fall-ni into our hands, 
and pn.'bably in the general confufion, the Conerrcfs themfolvcs. 
A Q;rcat deal of time would at leail: have been faved, which proved 
to be fo neceifary at the clofe of the campaign j and it would alfo 
h:ive been the frivino; of feveral vefiels loaded with baLTGcaee- cloath- 
in;^, and mcrchandife, which were loll in the river, owing to its 
b-'ing fo late in the feafon before they could be difpatchcd from New- 
York, after we were certain the army would be able to keep poilcf- 
fion of Philadelphia. Had either of thcfe plans been purfued, thtf 
buiinefs of the campaign would have been fo forward, and with ^o 
finall a lofs from licknefs, that the troops which were called away 
from New York might have been Iparcd, and thereby enfurcd a 
juiK'lion with Gen. Burgoyne. 

■ What a different face would onr affairs have worn in America at 
thi<; hour f Your iordQ?ip muftbe convinced, from your o\vn inform 
mation, that the rebellion would have been at an end. Behold the 
revcrfc of all this. Five weeks were loll in iroinfr round to Elk i 
the horfes of the armv were almoit entirely rendered un'it for fcr-> 
vice ; the troops were landed in one of the moil unhealthj'" countries 
m America, in the mod fickly feafon ; and obliged to halt near a 
fortnight in order to collcrt horfes, and to refrefii, after fo tedious 

a voyage. The landing was made fixty miles, inftcad of iixteen, Follvofhife 
from the principle objetfl of the campaign ; the troops fubjctfled to voyage, 
a lontT march through a vcrv di.'h'cult countrv, and obliged to at- 
tiick the rebeb at a very gre.it difadvantare, croiling a river in their 
front, feparated in two diilinft bodies, and ever liable to be encoun- 
tered by the whole force of the rebels. The fleet could*not co-opc- 
•rate with the army, but was difmifled to go round into the Dela- 
*'arc ; no poflible retreat was left in cafe of any dilkller ; if they had 



4-6 3 fatter of FaB^ on the Operations in J'^rfcy nod PennJyl'vaHt^^ 

been repulfed, it muil have been fatal, as they were unprovided 
%r:th provifions j viclor)-, in fhort, was abfolutely ncccfTary to theii 
prefervation. They mufl be mailers of the country in order to ex- 
ift. The bravery of the troops faved their commander the dif 

grace, and the nation the misfortune, which feemcd due to his indlf 
crction. 

There is i^reat magnanimity and true couracre, in firmly cncouiv 

4:ering dangers and difficulties when the fcrvice abfolutely require: 

it ; but where a general expofes his army to it unneceflarily, aiii] 

by that means protradb the war, when a plam, fafe, and expediti' 

ous method ofters, it is incapacity, or madncfs in the extreme 

Forrup.arely the fleet had a more expeditious vovage returning 

from Elk, than it had going thither, and faiieJ fafely up the Del:i- 

wnre, which a itw weeks before had been deemed fo dangerous ; oi 

the army would have been in a very difagreeable htuation, notwltlv 

fianJingthe vi(5tury they had obtained. 

Rebels ron Few vjiftorics were ever more eaiily won, than that at Brandy 

in i4hours, wine ; and no army ever fled in greater confulion or difmay than 

je take 15 jj^g rebels ; In fourteen hours after his defeat, Mr. Walhington was 

^'' on the banks of the Schuylkill, near thirty miles from the place ol 

a£tion ; the inhabitants of Philadelphia were in the utraoft conller 
nation ; la.gc quantities of llores were lodged in it ; the royal armii 
had but to march on, and all mufl have fallen into their hands, 
without another fliot. Inftead of this, the army moved with the 
greateil caution in purluit of a broken and difmayed enemy, whc 
no longer thought of difputing a pafs with the intrepidity of the 
King's troops. Inftead of marching along the plain and broad road 
to Philadelphia, the army filed off, and marched flowly and cauti- 
oufly acrofs the country, then up the Schuylkill, and then down 
again ; by which means fufficient time was allowed the rebels to re 
collect therafelves, recover their fpirits, and remove their ftorei 
from Philadelphia. 

At lall:, when nothing remained in it worth taking, the city wa! 
entered in triumph, fifteen days after the vidory at Brandywine, 
If this conduct does not proceed from a total want of capacity, 1 
Lope it is to be attributed to nothing worfe : courage certainly wai 
not wanting ; yet the ardor of the troops has been conftantly re 
strained. Upon every defeat we have given the rebels, we feem tc 
Iiave been afraid of a vanquiflied and broken rabble, that we de- 
fpifed before we defeated them. This, my lord, is a paradoJ 
which people endeavour to account for in various ways ; fomc at- 
tribute it to indolence, others to over caution, and fome even to a 
fear that the war would be too fliort. I own I cannot agree in the 
laii:, with regard to the perfon who has the chief command, thougi 
I may fufpe<St fome of thofe in his confidence. 
Battle of The action at Germantown needs no other comment, than thai 

it was Cmilar to all the battles we have fought. His Majefly'i 
troops gained a compleat victory, and yet they were fo much re- 
itrmned in the purfuit, that the rebels efcaped with a very inconfi- 
derable lofs. The vidlorious troops were not thought fufficient to 
purfue the enemy they had defeated, until the grenadiers were 

brought up from Philadelphia, eight miles cUftant ; tlie .purfuit was 

then 



•own. 
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tlien permitteJ, but the rebels had by that time collet^ed therri- 
fclvps, snd got to inch a dillance, that it was totally inetie(rtual. 

The torts on the Delaware were taken after fuch a dclav, fuch a 
ferics of blunders, and with fuch lofs, that they were indeed a very 

dear purchafp. The expedition to White marflij is, in the opinion 
of many, a moli rin9;alar inihince ol incapacity. The Kiiv^^^'s ar- 
my marched up *"0 the front cj the rebel encampment, and findinc; At White 
it foitirlf'd too fl^ronelv to be attacked, without fcirrhcr examination n^arfr,, luc, 
wc)'-- led by.ck to riiiladelphia. Here was another occui'on loll: of ^^^i^ certain. 
cniO^infj at a blow tht: rebel power. I afTert, as'an undoubted FatT:, 
that the r-'hel camp was totally unfortiRed in the rear \ and had 
the Kins^'.- army turned their left flank, and attacked their rear, 
fuccefs '*^as cerrain ; nay, their deflru6lion mull: have enfued, as 
the rebfis were ijreatlv inferior even in numbers. If the pe- 
neral had but remained in their rear onlv two days without at- 
tacKine: them, Mr. Wafliington muft either have decamped before 
hiin, or have marched out and given him battle, as it is well known 
■he had nt.t above one day's provifion in his camp. This we learn- 
ed even before we g'ot back to Philadelphia, and ou^ht certainly 
to have known it fooner, did not a diflike to bufinefs, and indo- 
lence, retard our fuccels. It Is inexcufable in a general, at all 
ti-nes, to be fo ignorant of his adverfary*s fituation : in a civil vyar, 

when intelligence is fo eafily o^btained, it is criminal. 

Thus we have twice allowed Mr. Wafliington to fliew all the 
world, that he is capable, with an inferior force, to choofe fuch a 
camp as he can remain in with fafety, Such camps, my lord, arc 
to be found in almoil every parifli in America. What -then is our 
iituation ? Muft wc not either relinquifli all hope of conquering 
America, or change our commanders, and with them fuch a dif- 
,qraccful fyftem ? The idea of fighting upon any fort of equal terms, jvfui^ 
IF totally exploded among the rebels j the beil: we can expe^l is, that change ou^. 
they (liould wait for us in a camp which they deem fecure, in vvhjch fommau- 

wc fliould cither, furround them, and cut off their fupplles, or we '''^''^* 
fliould embrace the occalion like men accuilomed to viclory ; fccU 
inir our fuperiority in valour and difcipline, and even in numbers, 
We Oiould florm their camp, and at a blow annihilate rebellion. 
Your lordfhip knows that in fuch cafes it is even fafefl: to be the 
affailants ; the idea of fuperiority, with which it infpires every 
hreaC, almoft enfures fuccefs, and few attempts have failed in 
florminr^ a fortified camp. Inllead of declininir it, it is a fituatiou 
which wc fliould wiflt the rebels to place themielves in. I aiTf-rt 
that this is the general language, and even the mmmurs of the 
royal army at this hour in America, Bunker's hill and Trenton 
have had very unhappy effects upon all our military proceedings 
in America. It belongs only to men of genius to draw advantage 
hom their pad errors; a mere foldier is incapable of it ; he falls 
into defpair and inadlion, for want of mental refources. In the 
W'inter quarters, before the difafter at Trenton, the troops were too 
much extended ; ever fincc they have been fo much coUcclcd, as to 
lofe the advantage of our vid^ories. At Bunker's hill wc defpifed 

fituation ; wc have ever fince fallen into the oppolite extreme. 

I think it totally unneceiTary to dwell longer upon the expedition 
to the head of Elk rivcj*; or upon the operations of the army until 
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VN'zntofa- the}- went into winter qunrtcrs. I am pcrfuaded your lordfhip 
bil-ry in our and every man of the Icail: information in this country, niuft bi 
operauons. convinced of the abfurdity of the one, and of the dilatorinefs aiu 

want oi ability in the other. The public may fee that from thefc tu-( 
caufes the advanta^^es of the campai^^'n to the fouthward have beer 
vcf}- unequal to their hopes, or indccd,to what they had a right t( 
e>pccT, even it it had not facriaced Gen. Bura;oyne's army. Thi 
people give tiicir money frcclv ; the zeal and intrepidity of thi 
troops are unqueijionalJe ; but that the advant:ip,e which o I'^hr t{ 
a rife from both fliould be lofl, throuah a total want of capability 
in planning-, 2,na aciivity in executmg-, mull: mortify every gooc 
and loyal luhlcL't in an extreme degree. I acquit your lordfliip o 
having planned the fouthern camp.iic^n ; I know it was fent homi 

recommended by many in rcfpeftable rank and fituations, partlcu 
lari\- trom Amboy. You p;ave way to the deception, (your lord 
il:ip perceives I fpcak from information) and large promifes werf 
rnsde, that many thoufands of loval fubjects would join theroyal iTaii' 
dard as foon as it Ih.ouid make its appearance in Pennfvlvania. TXm 
deceiver now lays the tault upon the general for not extending his for- 
ces, and affording a greater appearance of protection. He may be riglii 
a5 he IS in high truil and favour under him. An unlimited povvei 
over the libertv of his fellow citizens is intruded in him. He who 

never was eiteemed by one of them, is now placed ovci 
them. 
Follrofoc- The town of Philadelphia, my lord, is all we have for milliom 
cupying expended laU campai""n. How far fuch a conquefl is advantae:eoii3 

to us, or {aciiitates the future progrels of our army, 1 leave to your 
lordfliip to judge from the omcial diiparches you have received, and 
the report <if every ofFcer who has arrived from America. From 
its natural fitiuition, Philadelphia is incapable of being fortified, 
An amiv muft be left to defend it ; and a fleet to keep open the 
communication with it by water ; the banks of the river are equally 
holliie as before, and diihcult to guard ; and after all what does it 
ccm.mand r is there any natural boundary which can be eflabliflied? 
any important pofr which can be feized upon by the pofleflion of 
it r it is divided by the Delaware from the Jerfeys ; a fmall guard 
©f militia on the oppofite bank watches every motion made in the 
town with impunity ; and the pallage for boats is obflruc^ed near 
thrt^ months in the winter. The country wefhvard from Philadel- 
phia is one of the m.oil: difficult in America. In fliort, the army 
is at fea in that country ; the general finds it ^o^ and knows not 
bow to proceed ; he is at his wit's end. 
Ho-weof?r5 After having taken this review of the proceedings towards con* 
terms ^'S~ quering America by arms, permit me call your iordfhip's attention 
gracefi:! ro ^q j^e means made\ife of to c^tct it otherwife. A mefiage was fent 
^^ by Sir William Howe to Congrefs, offering to treat upon fuch 

temis, as could not be juilified upon any other grounds than abfo- 
lute defpair. The time chofen for this too, was when they were 
fiufned with the defeat of Gen. Burgoyne's army. This meflagc 
was fent bv one Brown, through the medium of Mr. "U'illing of 
Philadelphia. Brown was a clerk to the houfe of Willing, Mor- 
ris, and company. INIorris is one of the members of the Congrefs, 
has been one of the moit active, and without wiiofe afliftance it is 
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confefTcd the Cone^refs could never have eftabliflicd a credit In 
France. His brother, one of the hoafe, is now their fat^or in 
|p'rance, and the Coogrefs are fupplicd under the name and credit 
ofMclTrs. Willing;, Morris, and company; thoLU^h I do not be- 
lieve that Mr. Willing himlclf has any fliare in the buJinefs. 
Happily the Congrefs treated the mcfllij^c with contempt, and im- 
Iprifoned the meflenger. I fay happily, bccaufc I allcrt, that had 
|ii treaty been dif2;racei-ully concluded with Coni^refs upon the terms 
offered, Great Britain would only have retained the lliadow of ffj- 
vereltrntv over America, and that even would not have lal'ted ten 
years. I airert this to be a truth ;— the public will comment 
upon it. 

When Gen. Howe landed at Elk river, he publinicd a declara- 
tion, ailuring thofc who fliould remain peaceably in their houfcs, 
protc(?^ion both in pcrfon and property. I will not entrr into the 
Icandulous detail of plundering durin'^' the campa;2:n, but nr-ill con- 
fine myfelf to what has palled lincc the troops have been in winter 
quarters. The property of loyal fubjefts has been taken at the Opprcffion, 
will of commifTaries, who have paid for It or not as they pleafcd j flour 

was purchafed from feveral perfons when the army was in great 
want of it, before the navioation of the river was cleared, and i^^c- 
nerous prices were promifcd ; yet twent}- flulline^s only were paid 
at a time when the worft flour was fold at fifty (liillings per hun- 
dred; and Tome perfons were even threatened with being fent pri- 
foners to the Provoft, becaufe they prefumed to afk for any payment 
at all. A great and generous fahiry has been fettled upon a com- 
miffary to place him above the corruption of his otlicc. It was not 

confidcred that this man was taken from the fchool of the India 

jHoufe, and familiarifcd to the peculations of the Eafl-. This gen- Peculations 
tlcnian too, the friend of the virtuous Duke of Grafton, talks of 
the rights of America, declares himfclf a whig under the American 
acceptation of the word : he even prefumcs to aifcrt, that the gene- 
ral is of the fame fentlments. I know it is abfolutely nccefiary 
that the army fliould have comfortable quarters ; but is it jull, my 
lord, that loyal fubjeds fliould have their houfes crammed with 
foldiers, while many who have been rebels, and iViU would be fo 
if they dared, are exempted ? this I aver is the cafe in too many 
niftances; even the houfes of thofe gentlemen whoarc now prifoners 
m Virginia, have been filled, and noneexcufed. Is not this inequit- 
able and impolitic in a high degree ? is not this Ihevving, that to 
liave been in rebellion is the heft road to favour and kind treatment ?■ 
there is but one way of accounting for fuch conduc^h 

If we turn our eyes to the city of New York, we fee the Vnofl 
fint^ular and abfurd fyfteni of governm.ent imaginable. There we 
behold the governor of the province acting as a general officer onlv, 
^yhile a military governor commands with abfolute power in the 
city, and the mayor ac^ting under him, excrclfes a civil authority, Great cTia- 
Under a military controul. Stlil the government of New Yurk is '"''"^**^'" "^ 
far preferable to that of j'ailadelphia. The military governor is a /"""j- ''^^ 
nian of rank and character, unconnctted with provincial party, and * 

uncontaminated with rebellion ; it is not ncc(.Iiary for him to make 
afiiow of too much zeal to cover his naft mifdecds. He is a maa 
Mllt-TJor to none tor good judgment u\\^ humfinlty, and a knowledge 

not 
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not only of that town, but of America in general : he a6i:s as a f; 
thcr to the people over whom he pre'ides. 

The luxury and licentii-'urncis of the army have rrached yoij 
lordfiiip's ears too frequently to make it neceil:ir\- for me to expati 
ate on that head. "What can the nation expect ft'- m a luxurioa 
and licentious army, and an indolent and diiljpated gciier.il r on 
affairs abfolutely require the indulln-, oeconomv, and re[;uhir;t' 
of an Amhcril; with the nre and genius of a W'olfe, A regimen 
ini^ht be formed of idle, ufelefs commiliaries, quartcr-mallcrs, a 

gents, and forage mafcers ; there are twenty of thcfe app()intment 
DOW, where there was one lall: war in America. The rebf;llion ui! 
never be at an end, while there are fo jnany idlers fritrenjno upt; 
the fpoils of Ens^'land and America. While our Weft India iilinJ: 
are in the utmoll diitrefs for lumber, at leall iive hundred thoufam 
ilaves are fuffered to rot in cellars, and on wharfs at Philadelphia, 
under pretence of a fcrupulous adherence to law, thouv^h licence: 
arc granted to the vcCcls of favourites tv> import cars^oes from dit* 

ferent places, contrary to all law and good policy. A'ld thou^vh I'c 
la^Digmct rnerchant could obtain permiiiion to export thefe ftaves, yet t:.; 
to favoa- commifiarv general was allowed to do it to Corke, under the pre- 

tence that it was for the life of the contractors. Thtfe were hurC' 

1 T 

head itarcs, my lord, to make beef barrelp. — The trick is toogiap 
ing ! I have iJDoken freely, my lord ; I have done it from a con- 
viction ariling from the fuUell information, and from the mufi 
hearty and 'zealous defre of feeing the prefent rebellion in America 
fpeedily cruihed, and law, order, and conllitutional liberty reiior- 
ed to that unhappy and deluded country, under the Britifli goi 

ternment- 



Governor JOHNSTON E's SPEECH, 



March 2i//, 1779- On. Lord Hoi^^e^s ConduSl in America^ 



A 



S I differ from the noble lord (Howe) who fpoke lafl in almofl 

ever\' thing he has faid, I will confider the heads of his dlf- 

courfe feparatel)-, and give my reafons to the Houfe for this difa- 
ra. Howe greement. His lordfhip has firfl alledged that no reinforcement 
reicforccd was fent to him, becaufe of the two line ef battle fliips mentioned by 

•vnh zfhips jjjg noble lord at the admiraltv, one was Intended to attend on the 

Commillioncrs in cafe they thouc^ht proper to return immediately, 
and the other was detained to bring his lordfhip home ; ftill the two 
Ihips, Trident and Ardent, were there ; the admiralty had a right to 
reckon upon them, as it could not be fuppofed that either the Comniif- 
fioners, who failed in the Trident from England a week later than 
d'Eftaing failed from Toulon, or the Ardent, who failed with the 
convoy a little before them, could poliibly have left the ports of 
Nonh America before the packet, which failed the 5th of May, 
would announce the approach of the French fquadron, and there- 
fore they were fiiips to be conlidcred as on the fpot, to be uled and 

depended upon as the event has proved. 

The admiralty had further, reafons to e:speS: that the whole of 
lord Howe's force would hnvc been crlleBpA^ efpeciaily the two 

decked Ihips, becaufe they had fent his lorcliliip very early Dotics 
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of the failini3i pf Monfieur k Motte Pic]uct, and of the certainty 
lot a war with France: in this cafe his force was far from being 
idefpicable. Why the two decked fl'ips were not collected after two Didnot'col- 
Inionths notice, is a qucilion on .which I urn perfuadcd his lordfjiip ^^"^ ^^'* 
Iwili be able to give verv good reafons, I can vote upon the Tub- ^"^*^*' 

jeol, becaufe I am futlicientl}- acquainted with the fadts necclfary 
|to form my judgment, but I queliion if an hundred members in 
' the houfe know the aclual force lord Howe had under his command, 
|or the confidence the admiralty could have that lhi> ruicc would 

be colletled, 

The next point the noble lord flatcs, and the honourable gentle* 
man who made the motion has inforced the fame argument, is, 
lluit in cafe Monf. d'Eilaing had found our army at Philadelphia, 
and our fliips in the Delaware, that the army would have been 
iilarved, and the fliipping deftroyed. This opinion is gcnerai 
throuo;hout the nation; it has been favoured by the friends of ad- 

niiniilration, to enforce the wifdom of their meafurc in abandoning 
Philadelphia fo opportunely as they did. It has been agreed to by 
this fide of the Houfe, to magnify the rilk which our fleet and our 
armv run by their bad management. But on this fubjecl, as I may 
probably do on many others, I diiFer from them both, I maintain, 
as I always have done, that the abandoning Philadelphia at the mo- 
ment we did, was mofl fatal to our afl'airs in North America ; and 
ithatfuppofing no fuch orders had been given, and Monf, d'Ellaing ^<> ^'^^ 
fhad arrived off the Delaware as he did, that neither the fliips in j|'"."^ " *■" 
that river, nor the army at Philadelphia, run any rilk from that "^* 
ticumftance, for fix or eight weeks at leatl, by which time we mufl 
have been relieved from any Imprcfllons of reftraint, by the navi- 
gation of that river being interrupted. 

Firfi", I fay, that the navigation of that river is fo intricate, 
that fuppofing the buoys cut away, the bell pilots of the countrv 
could not have traced out the channel tohaveafcended the river with 
fuch fliips as thofe under Monf. d'Eflaing, in eight or ten days. 

Next I aifcrt, that none of the 74. or 80 gun fliips, without be- 
ing lightened, could have pafTed the liars, as the Trident went on 
ground twice at the top of high water, not from miiUng the channel, 
but from the fliallownefs of the water, and this lliip draws three 
fecr lefs water than any of the French 74 gun lliips. 

Thirdly, I alfcrt, that fuppofing Monf. d'Eftaing, with his whole 
force, had acluallv afcended the Delaware, above the flats, that 
all our fliips, both men of war and tranfports, could have been 
moved into fafetv, above the chevaux de frize ; or the tranfporta 
could have been removed above the chevaux de frize, and the fliips 
of war moored in a half-moon below, with flanking batteries on 
each fide of the river, which was in poflellion of our army. We A.Barrlni;- 
fliould alfo have had the advantage of fending fire-fliips down the toa a noble 
frream amonir the enemv. The river is not fo broad as the «^™Jpi«" 
Thames at Gravefend, and d'Ellaing atter palling through a hot 
fire in afcending, muft have been repulfed in the fame manner 
which experience has demon itrated wc were capable of doing by the 
hite attack at St. Lucia, where Admiral Banington, with a very 
interior force indeed, has iliewn, what men, not willing to de- 

^iiir, can accomplilh. 

For 



a 
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For my awn parr, after confidering the fubje(5l on every point 
a-^ain and a;j:aln, I really think, fo far from any danEi;-er by th 
direct application of the force of the enemy in the Delaware, th 
there was hardiv any rifk from any thinof that could have bcci 
done by them, in that river, a^^ainil: the refillance of our flilps am 

army ; New York would have been the place in danger. But i 
Is sluavs to be remembered, if orders had not been given fo 
icavinr^ Philadelphia, our great fliips of war would not have beei 
in the river Delaware, and therefore New York was equally caps 
ble of receiving the defence, which they ac^tually did prefent wher 
d'EKains: came off thiit port. So that on every alternativej the 
operations of his force would have been equally abortive. 

But the Eobie lord favs, the army would have been ilarved. To 
my kiiowledg-e, there was five weeks provilions for the army in 
Philadelphia, and Hill greater quantities in the river when we ar- 
rived there, thoup^h it had been determined to leave the place. I 
Ld. Kobe's know how juilly hi^h the characler of the noble lord flands for m- 
cha-5c>cr val reputation ; no man could efteem it iu a higher degree than I did 
low^ird inyfeif, Ifefore the tranfaftion I am ^oins: to fpeak of. Perhaps mv 

with him. j-v '. ' , 1. ^ J 1 /!• ^ 'T 

diiappoinrment was the greater on that account, and the eitimatel 

made of the force of the enemy, was lefs from the opinion I had of 

the vice admiral who commanded our fleet. I underfl'and his con- 

duct has received 'repeated applaufe from officers of high reputation 

in this Houfe, while I was abfent from licknefs ; but this fliall not 

prevent me from fpeaking my own opinion freely on this, and e- 

Tcry other fubjetR". I have been told the two noble admirals 

(Keppel and Howe) have been pouring incenfe on each other's 

heads in very copious flreams. I agree they Hand in the mofl re- 
fpectable light on account of their ^^r/w^r fervices ; and I alfo agree 
with my friend below me, that in cafe any minifter has been guil- 
ty of any improper condudt, that has driven fuch men from the 
iervice of the flate at this critical moment, when the exertions of 
all good men are fo much wanted to repel the common enemy, that 
fuch a miniiler fliould feel the indignation of this Houfe, and of 
Too h'gh his country at large. But if it fliould appear on the other- hand, 
for the ix^ic that any fet of military men, in their feveral pretenfions, are be- 
come too high for the ftate, I hope there is ftill left in the nation, 
virtue and ipirit fufficient to repel fuch claims, and ability enough to 
be found in the naval department to refill the power of our enemies, 
even if the two noble admirals were no more. 

Adminiflration has' certainly great credit in difpatching the two 

packets from Falmouth, to give the noble lord notice of the falling 
of the Toulon fquadron, and the packet that did arrive in America 
having fallen in with that fquadron, from every particular which 
the captain related, it was evident to me, beyond a doubt, that 
thev were bound to fweep the coaft of America, from Virginia 
northward- The packet arrived the 29th of June, and certainly 
gave fufficient time for every preparation to be made for receiving 
the enemy, who did not arrive off New York till the nth July. 
X^liether thofe preparations were made, or otherwife, is a queftion 
I Ihall not now enter into. — I mean at prefent only to take notice 
of fome alTertions in a pamphlet that has been circulated with great 
induftrys as preparatory to niiHead our judgment? ift the sjueiboa 
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of to day. This performance I can hardly attribute to tlic noble Fulfomr 
lord to whom it relates : it Is too fulfome flattery to fuppofe he Hatury. 
had any fliare in it, or that he can give it the leali countenance 
now; nor fliould I have envied his lordfliip any of the praifes bc- 

ftowcd by fo idolatrous an author, if he had not taken notice of fo 

Inli^nificant a perfon as myfelf, and mifrcprefented my opinions. 
His pation mi^ht have enjoved the glory of niakint^ a bndu;e of 
bo'-its to pafs the nrmy over the nil that feparates Sandy Hook h'om 
the main, v/ith the affillancC of all the boats from fifty faH of pen- 
da -.ts, four hundred tranfports, and two hundred flat boats, with- 
o'Ji finv interference of mine. I am willing the HoUfc fliould un- 
derilund this marvellous work was equal to every thing in ancient 
frorj', and even fuperior to Csefar's bridge over the Rhine ; but in 
that part which refpet^ls myfcIf I cannot fo ealily fubmit. 

Now, Sirs I aiicrt before you, and the whole world, that what 
ig imputed to me by the author of this pamphlet is not true. I ne- 
ver obtruded myfeli into the focicty of any ^ct of men ; the mo- 
ment I heard the French fleet had appeared, I thought it my duty 
to go down to Sandy Hook in the nighr to offer my poor fervJces * 
neither did I ever bewail our deplorable lituation from the circum- 
fbnce of the French fquadron coming on the coalt of America. 
I thought it a lucky circumHance. I cxprefltrd that fentiment to 
all with whom I converfed. I am glad I did not know the immi- 
nent danger we were in until I came to this cit}', the centre of all 
true intelligence, othenvife I might have pafl'ed more uneafy hours. 

I alfo deny that I ever ailertcd Lord Howe had a fuperlority over 
the French fquadron, when they appeared off the port of Ne\r 

York. If the noble lord can remember auy thing that palTed be- 
tween him and a perfon of fo little confcquence as myfelf, he mull 
know, that fo far from entertaining that fentiment, when the noble 
lord talked o^gohig w/^z-of the harbour ioglnfe ihan battle^ I faid that 
I thoue:ht he was not of fuflicicnt force to haxard an ensfa^'emcnt i 
but I always thought, with a proper difpofltion of his force, he 
was fully capable of defending the entrance of tlie harbotu\ What 
I faid then, and what I alien now, is, that after the junction of 
the Cornwall of 74 guns, the Railbnablc of 64., the Renown of 50, 
and the Centurion of 50, all heavy metal fliips, Lord Hoive was LJ. Ho^vc 
t(jnal^ if not fupcrlor \\\ force to the French ft]uadron. I give it al^ '-'q"^^ ^^ ^^^■■ 
fo as my opinion, with deference to better judgments, that when his vJ^T^^ ^'* 
lordfliip appeared off Rhode Illand, though he did not take the whole 

of his forcc'vvith him, that he was fully equal to Monf. d*Elfaing, 
and I reckon in the following manner : — His fleet was the bell man- 
ned that ever went to fea, commanded b}' brave judicious officers ; 
the French were ill manned and lickly, and damaged upon entering 
iind returning through the fire of the batteries on Rhode Illand, 
I fiiall read the lift of the two fquadrons. and the manner I clafs 
(hem. 



H Qnm 



3-r 



Gt/z'ernor Juhnfione'i Speech on Lord Hozvc^s Condu^ in America^ 



I clreem the Cornwall 74 18 & 32 
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Marfeilles 

Valiant 

Provence 

Fantafque 

Sagirtaire 50 

9 & i8 pounders. 



74 
64 
64 
64 



Note. Lord Ho':\:e had^ hefides thefe^ the tsautilns JIoop of 1% gtim, 
Carcafs and Hmnder hcmls^ Stromholo^ Sulphur ^ and Volcano fir ejlytpi^ 

four ro^x gallks^ and tKVO tenders, hejides the Lemathan^ capahk of 

ffwunting yo guns^ and aHually carrying 44, left at Sandy Hook ; ani 

the Kahoh and Supply^ t-jjo old E. aft India Jlfips, taken into his ISTajeftfi 

feriuccj and mounting '^b guns each^ and 2-^6 men y that failed ivith tht 

fieet^ hut v^hich Lord Ho-vcefent to the Weft Indies, If too weak, whj 

lea^je the Le^nathan behind ? U'^.iy detach the "Nabob and Supply t 
Ld. Howe mil any feamanfay that the Jhips, as they are arranged, can he deemei 
^^CQ fupc- inferior in any poifit of the line? But the Languedoc ^joas difmafied ani 
Iwa-S af s ^^ ^^^ ^"^^^^ ^^ iheftornu The Marfeillcs -.vas difmafiedin thejorm. 
vrben d'E- ^^■'^ Cafar 'VJas beaten by the Ijis, and drin^en into Bofton, The Man- 
ftaing lav mouth of b\ guns, another of Byroi^s fipiadron, had joined Lord Ho'Mt 
difmaiicd at Sandy Hook on the i^th, yet d^Mfiaing lay at anchor in the openfca 
■Within ao for eigot days, ^tvhere he raffed jury mafls, 'ivithin 20 leagues of Sa^Jj 

Hook, Lord Ho-zve =ivaited fro?n the I'jih to the z^th of Auguji before 
he follo^X'cdj though he had then confeffedly fo fupcrior a force. 

But it may be faid although Lord Howe had a fuperiority by 
the addirion of his heavy frigates, yet it was impoflSble they could 
be brought to adt in the difpofition in which I have placed them. 
This I admit, but at the fame time I contend, that Lord Howe had 
a complete line of heavy fliips, capable of lying along fide the 
French lliips, and in half an hour's adtion, every one knows the 
line of battle muft be broken, when all the frigates could have com; 
to havea^led to theutmoft of their force. If this is not admitted, 
it would be impoffible for Lord Howe, or any other officer, to have 
av^led himfelfof the advazitage of any number of larger fliips ; for 

fuppofin^ 
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fuppoiing his frigntcs had all been 50 gun flilps, ilill no greater 
number than the fliips oppoled to the erieniy^s line can ac^t at the 
I beji^inningj until they are broken and icattcrcd, which mufl ahvays 
' happen, as I laid before, in half an hour in every lea engagement. 
The generality of mankind are confounded in their opinions by the 
weight of metal, and the number ot guns flated, without knowing 
the real circumHanccs attending thofe apparent difproportions. I 
reckon an Englifli 64 gun lliip a match for any 74 gun fliip out of 

Fmnce. The diiFerence between the acfual force of two Tuch fliips 
is not fo much as people imagine. They generally count the diffe- 
rence often guns, but in fadl the difference upon the real efficient 
batteries is only two guns, the rell ariies from the guns on the quar- 
dcck and forecallle, which arc light, and arc not of fuch confc- 
quence, and are often in the way of working the fliip. Refpeding 
the weight of metal, I think the Englifli 64 has a great advantage 
over the French 74. Experience has co.ivinced me, that the French ^nghni 64, 
36 pounder (equal to our 42 pounder) is a gwn that cannot be ma- 1^"^^ J° ^ 
naged fufficiently quick. Whatever gun is above the feizc of being ^ -^ ^o ^/ 
loaded by one man to a fpungc, and breeched about by one man to 
a handfpike, I elfeem too large forarfion. I believe the 18 and 24 
pounders, which all our 64 gun fliips carried, to be the fitteil guns 
for ufe in a clnfe engagement ; the quicknefs of their fire, and the 
certainty of ponting thein well and eaflly, doxs more than ,com- 
penfate for the difference of damage when they hit. I do not lay 
this will be the cafe in an engagement like Mr. Keppel's, on the 
contrary tacks, where the fliips came up fcattcred, and the encmv 
have time to load again before they meet. Here the heavy grape 
fliot does great mifchicf to the fails and rigging, I fpeak of a dole 
engagement on the fame tack in the ufual manner. I think alfo, 
that one of our new 50 gun fliips, with 12 and 24 pounders, is 
nearly a match for a French 64. What happened in this very tranf^ 
adtion will vindicate my opinion. The Ifis, one of the worft of the 
50 gun fliips of Lord Howe's fquadron, fell in with the Ca^far, the 
finefl 74 of d'Ellaing's fleet, and a flag fliip too, and in a fair en- 
gagement the Ills beat theCsefar. Much praife is undoubtedly due GjiHant cs- 
to the captain, officers, and feamcr. of the Ifis, for this extraordi- am^Ics. 
nary gallant at'^tion, but it fhews at the lame time that my opinions 
are not extravagant. The Jupiter, one of our c;o gun fliips, very 
ill manned, has lately had an engagement with the Trident of 64 
guns, and the iflue has been favourable to mv opinion. The battle 
was drawn without any claim to a fuperiority by the French fliip, 
I could give many proofs in the hillory of naval engagements, that 
my opinion is juftified by experience, nor do I know any inilancc 
where it can be contradi&d upon any trial that has been made. 
But the Houfe will obfen'e by the lilt of fquadrons which I have 
read, that no fuch difproportion ot force exifred, bccaufc any diffe- 
rence that may appear in the fliips o{ the line was fuUv compenfated 
by the alliflance they would derive from the frigates, three of which 
were two decks, and one (the Vigilant) an old India fliip of 20 24 
pounders. All the others, excepting the Sphinx, were heavy me- 
tal frigates of 36 and 32 guns, carrying 12 pounders on the main 
battery* — Thefe, Sir, are the opinions which J am ready to avow, 
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and I have a certain convliftion in my own mind of the truth oi 
^vhat I advance. 
Ld. HoTTc I am ftill at a lofs to know whether the noble lord himfelf really 
might h3ve thought his fquadron was inferior in force to that of Monf. d'Ellaing. 
r^^/'T I have never heard this allerted by any ofHccr who ferved in the 

^' £eet. I have always heard it alledged, that his lordihip was ma- 
nocuvering for the wind, and meant to give d'Eftaign battle, but 
was prevented by the ftorm. If fo, I conclude he expelled to de- 
feat his opponent, which would have proved his fupcriority, and 
I fincerely believe this would have been the cafe, had the two fqua- 
drons engaged. As to all the dreadful confequences of fatnine, or 
furrender of the army, which the noble lord has enumerated, fup- 
pofing Monf. d'Ellaign had got pofleffion of Sandy Hook, I cannot 
fubfcribe to them in the extent he has itated. I have be^n inform- 
ed, that by driving Long Illand there would have been found iii 

months fubuftence for the troops, befides the various means of ob- 

fainin:; fupplies through the found, while the blockade of that port 

could not have been continued without fcUef above fix or eight 
^eeks at moft. 



ADDRESS to Lord HOWE, 

On his ConduSi in America^ 

My L o h b, 

, ■^^T'OUR Lordfliip is juftly refpeded for your moral charader, 

^iner^'fCT- A ^*i I ^1 ^H ^^ gratitude an individual ought to feel for 
vices. vour former fervices. In 1755 your lordfliip commanding the 

t)unkirk of 60 guns, fired t^vo or three broadlides at the Alcide of 
64, on which Ihe llruck, being furrounded by Admiral Bofcawen's 
whole fleet. In 1757 in the Magnanime of 74 guns, you canno- 
naded the fort on the ifle of Ais with fuccefs. In X758 you was 
commodore of a fquadron that covered our defcents on the coafl of 
France, and ihowed great perfonal courage at the unfortunate re-em* 
barkation at St. Cas. In 1759 you was prefent at the rout of Coni 
flans's fleet ; but your lordfliip, as well as every other man then pre* 

fent, knows, that the weight of the a6Hon was fuftained by thofe truly 
gallant officers, Captains Dennis and Speke- Your lordfliip's con* 
3u£t on thefe and other lefs important occqfions, gave the nation 
hopes, that when you fliould be entrufted with a principal com* 
raand, you would acquire additional honour, and merit additional 
gratitude. In \vbat manner you have fulfilled the national expec- 
tation, Gomes now to be confidered. 

To form a juft.eftjmate of your lordfliip's fervices in America, it 
is neceflkry to examine your condu(5t on that flatlon. Your cha- 
ra&r has been of late fo puffed and blown up by the language of 
flattery, and the hot breath of faction, that timid men have fup- 
pofed it too exalted for fcrutiny ; but every man ought to be ame- 
nable to his country. ImprcflTed with this fentimcnt, I fliall review 
your operations on the coairs of America with a firm and decided 

impartiality. 

Your lordfliip arrived off New Yoik in July ^776, the reinforce- 

jsents arrived the middle of Augufl, and the operations commenceil 

ihf 
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tlie27th of thefame month. We have your lordfliip's ownauthontr 

for it, that Gen. Howe communicated to you his intention to attack 
the enemy, and " his wiflies that fome divcrfion might be attempted 
*' by the Ihlps." This your lordfliip literally performed, and made 
only an attempt. But let us read ycur lordfhip's oun account : " I 
" gave direftiou to Sir Peter Parker for proceedmg higher up in 
*' the channel, towards the town of New York, next morning-, 
*' (the 27th) with rhe Aiia, Renown, Prellon, Roebuck and Re- 
'• puiie, aiid to keep thofe fliips in readinefs as occafion might re- 
" quire; but the wind veering to the northward fo.-ii after day 
** break, the fliips could not be moved up to the dillance propofcd ; 
" therefore, when the left column of the army were fecu to be cn- 
" gaged with the enemy in themorninc^, the Roebuck, Capt. Ham- 
" mond, leading the detached fquadron, was the only Iliip that 
" could feic'h high enough to the northward to exchange a ^ew 
" random flior with the battery on Redhook, and the ebb making 
*' ibongly down the river foon after, I ordered the lignai to be 
*' ihewn fur the fqiiadron to anchor.'* A commander, my lord, of 
common underftanding, who was anxious to perform his duty, wouid 
not, like your lordfhip, have trufted to the chance of the wind 

blowing favourably, for the placing his fliips in their proper ila- 

tlons, at the very inilant they were wanted there. He would the 

day before have taken advantage ot the fair wind that then blew ,■ Hlun.lers -ji 

for your own letter fays, that the wind did not veer to the north- l^c^^-'-^'^- 

ward till after break of day on the 27th, which implies that previ- 

oufly it had been fair ; but granting on the 26th that it was not 

fair, that very circumftance was a flrong reafon for fending the fliips 

up with the flood tide that very day, which would have cair 

ried them nearly " the diftance propofed ;" and then with 
the next morning's flood, which ever way the wind veeri'd, 
they might have been moved up to their Nations, " in readinef for 
" be'mg employed as occafion might rcjulre" or in other words, they 
might have a6ted with effedt againfl: Redhook, being the right flank 
of the rebel defences on Long Ifland, and alfo on the rear of their 
right, at the very time the general was attacking them in front ; 
and under cover of the fliips, the bomb vellels directed by Col. 
lames might have throw^i fliells either into the rebel works on Long 
illand, or Governor's ifland, or into both. This my lord, would 
have been making an effectual dlverfion, inflead of which you made 
only an abortive attempt. 

But my lord, according to your fagacious arrangement of the 
time of proceeding, the . leading fliip could only exchange a few 

random fliotwith the battery at Redhook; the others were prevent- 
ed from adling at all ; and the oflicers and men had only the plea- 
fure of looking on at a dillance, but not of afliiling in the battle. 

You lay wjthin a few milea of both New York and the rebel 
Works on Long ifland. If two flood tides would not have been fuf- 
ficient to have carried up the fliips, you might have taken two and 
twenty if neceflary, on the previous days. You faw the rebels 
were determined to give battle in their then pofltion. Ir was your 
^"ty, as well as the general's iviJJy to combine the land and water 
attack. The flation then for your attacking fliips before the attack 
fojnmenccdj fliould certainly have beep jun without the range of 

thf; 
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the enemy's batteries ; bein^^ fo placed, one flood tide carried thei 
into acftion. By neglecting- thefe precautions of moving' up when rh 
wind was favourable, or with the flood tides previoufly to the da 
of arrack, your propofed diverfion mifcarried. Did your lordfhi 
think that operations either bv fea or land, could poflibly fuccec 
without the ufe of rational means ? Did your lordfliip think tha 
Lei. Hcv.-t a fimple fio^nitication of your fovcreign will and pleafure, the mc 
nctajoiliua mcnt vour operations were commencing, would render the ek 

mcnts furmi!l;ve to vcur nod? Did your lordfhip dream that th 
winds would be as obedient to your commands as the fun was 
old to rhofe of Jofhua? — If you did, it is a pity fome of your fs 
vourite oiFcers did not whifper in your ear, — that miracles hai 
long ceafed. 

What your lordfliip did the remainder of the 27th, and tin 
whole of the ^Sth, 29th, and morning of the 30th, you have no 

thought fit to inform us. Certain it is, that the whole of the rebc 
army on Long Ifland, that remained after the atfiion of the 27th, 
crofted an arm of the fea within a few miles of your fleet. It was 
no doubt prudent in your lordfliip not to mention the variations ol 
the wind during the above mentioned davs. But the flood tide; 
might have carried vour fliips up to the batteries on Redhook and 
Governor's ifland, and a fpirited attack mull have dcmoliflied them. 
- — The lafi is a fmall, low, flat ifland, the fire from the men of war, 
if they had been brought up, would have tore up the whole furface 
of it ; the grape flior, and the men in the tops at farne time over- 
looking and firing down upon the rebels, would have given us every 
wiihed for advantage, and would have rendered it inipoilible for 2 
rebel head to have appeared without being inflantly blown to rags. 
The fllencing thefe works g^ave vou the command of that arm of the 
fea called the Eaft river, and irretrievably cut off the rebel retreat. 
The rebels were very deficient in cannon, they had few but what 
were old and hone\ combed ; many even on the grand battery in 
the fort on York ifland, the fl:rongefl: battery in the revolted terri- 
tory', were broken and defetflive, and fecured round ivith iron hoops: 
fuch brittle artillery would have hurt none but thofe who ufed it. 
In 1762, that excellent oflicer admiral Pococke, who fo often, with 
a much inferior force beat the enemy lall: war, placed three fhips a- 
gainfl: that high and almofl: impregnable rock the Moro caflle, and 
made a very ferviccahle diverfion in favour of our land attack; a 
dciperate fcr\-ice indeed, when compared to the feeble defences, and 
infirm batteries which were opf)ofed to yo^v numerous fleet. — But 
you, my lord, with a much greater obfect in view, and an infinite- 
iv caficr raik to perform, managed fo aukwardly, and in fuch an 
I'.nfeamr.nlike manner, as to do, jull: nothing at ail. In 1758, 
adminil Bofcawen, that brave and active officer, fent in his boyts 
in the niifht into the harbour of Louitbaurii: durincr the fieee, un- 
der the ver}' mouths of the enemy's cannoii, and took two French 
men of war. But your loraHilp would not rilk a fingle man or fliip 
agairiU a r-,-bel barrcrv, thoueh the capture of their whole army on 
Lon<: ifiand muft have been the confequcnce of your ailing wirb 
rigour. It is a fcriou^ truth., the general and your lordfliip acted 
in concert. He threw away tlirce days in regular aj^proaches, a- 

^iinft a v^cak and extended entrenchment, nearly two miles in 
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length, from- which a defeated and panic Uruck enemy were run- 
line; away every night ; and during all that time alio your lord- 
hip lay fupinely ina6live, which gave the rebels all convenient 
eifure aud opportunity to efcape. Your u?iaccouniahle hiaHi'V'.ty on 
his important occafion, was an evident proof, either that you had 
iota good will to the fervice, or that you had not a capacity equal 
your command. It was an unhoped for falvation to the rebels, 
vho had nothing before them but inftant death or captivity ; — It 
^ave them an opening into the whole of your future condutfl ; — and 
h confirmed the rebellion. You, mvlord, arc a very rigid officer ;— 

pu would have cafliiered, as far as your own vote went, an inferior, Incapacity 

ior a negle^l of infinitely lefs importance ; and perhaps vou might <^:i'ii^ectior 
Mv'C thought it worthy of enquiry, whether that ncglec?t was wil- 
lulor accidental, whether it arofe from incapacity or dirafic^iiiG]-!. 

What fliare your lordfliip had in the ridiculous landing at PVog's 
neck, and in the more ridiculous flay there, I ihall not at prcfcnt 
eticjuire. I fl^all only obferve, that if that abfurd bufinefs was ow- 
ing to the waiting for provifions, as the general has faid, — Where 
were thofe huudrcds of tranfports that were under your lordfliip's 

dirciStion ? \^'here was your forelight, when you embarked an ar- 
niv without their provifions ? 

I Hiall now attend your lordfliip to New York, There, it is de- 
dared, you denied the refugees permilfion to cruize againfi: the re- 
bel trade. Your furly demeanor on that occalion, and the fiern re- 
ply you are faid to have made, {fee pa^e 36 ) marks a llrong an- 
tipathy to thefe loyal and diflrefled fubjedts, and feemingly a warm 
compaflion for their rebellious perfecutors. How fuch an extrava- 
gant fpecch, univerfally faid at New York to have been uttered by Rcfureslefc 

you, and which has never been contraditfted, comported with your ^'-''^ "J* 
lituation as commander in chief of the King's fleet, I leave your ^"^'l^"^* 
fiiperiors to determine. — But what I know to be facft, is, that from 
that period k^//// the day of your final departure, every man of 
common penetration dcfpaircd of the Britiili intereil: in America, 

In Parliament you gave another colour to this part of your con- 
duel, and in the true ftile of oppofition, when you had reafon to 
cxpe6l a heavy charge againil yourfelf,— you brought an accufation 
a:j;ain{l miniftry. You alferted that granting letters of marque at 
New York was a nrejudice to the King's fervice, by encouraging 
the feamen to defert. Your lordfhip mult be confcious in your 
f)^\*n mind, that this charge was no't, nor could not be of any va- 
lidity, when you rcficift that you had it always in your own power 
to take back from private equipments, not only any of your own men 
ivlio might have been feduccd, but alfo their whole fliips compa- 
nies, whenever vou fliould fee caufe for fo doina;. But if farther 
conviction {liould be thought ncccfiary, experience has fince fur- 
n-.flied us with an inconteftible argument. A more liberal policy 
tlian your lordfliip's was adopted at home ; letters of marque were 
ordered to be granted at New York ; the matter has been put to 
proof; and no luch inconvcniency as your lordfliip chofc to dread ' 

li-'is enfucd. The merchants there at firfi: converted many of their 
trading veflels, and afterwards their prizes into privateers, and the 
additional hands wanted to man them has been fully fupplied by 

^^gaging thofe who ficd from the rebel opprefiions, many thoufands 

of 
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of whom are now ferving^ on board of private cruizers, fitted out t 
the loyal fubjects of New York. 
Itrafons for gyj ^-hatever predilection your lordfhip might have for the n 
"^' bcls, or however ftrong it might be, felf intereft, that admirabi 
quickner of mercantile ingenuity, fuggefted to the merchant?, tb; 
one powerful motive for your refufal, was, a defire to benefit tli 
navy alone by the captures from the enemy, of which it is fu: 
iiciently well known the commander in chief has one eight 
r AR T ; but that of thofe taken by private fhips of war, he ha 

^•0 PART AT ALL* 

This opens a view to the wealth acquired by your lordfliip, Un 
der the magnitude of Sir William Howe's blunders and dillipatlon 
your lordQiJp's Funds feem to have efcapcd the e:eneral attention 
It has been my tafk on this occafion to bring them forward aJonj 
%vith 3-our lordfhip, however ftiy you may be of public notice 
Though much has been faid of the general's money acquifitions 11 
America* 5-et whatever he did make, it will be readily underftood 
that a confirtnt attendance on the Pharo table is a matter of proE 
and lots j and that even amidft a fcene of pIUnder^ where there an 
many favoiyites, little is left for the principaL Beiides his opportu 
nities were fewer, and his favourites more numerous than youi 
lordfliip£j— =-But as to you, rhy lord, you had no expenfive attach 
ments : — ^11 that immenfity of wealth that flowed into your cofFerSi 

THERE RESTED* 

We come now to that ruinoUs expedition, which^ if it was not ol 

f 7,ror 10!- your lordfhips own conception, had, at leafl, in all appearance, 

:crt 53rn- -q^j. }iJarty coiiGurrence * and beine altocrether ji fea manoeuvre, 

their hcaltH ^^" "^ charged in part to your account ;-^that molt deftructive 

peration to the fouthward by the Chefapeak, which has involved 
this fo lately flouriiliing empire iii fuch mortifying and fliamefiil 

difailers. I fhall not enter into a long comparative view of the pre- 
ference a landing on the banks of the Delaware^ ought to have bad 
over a landing on the banks of the Elk ^-^-a fea voyage to the fouth- 
ward in the raidfi: of a campaign, when the northern afniy was ap 
proaching'^the head of the Hudfon, was at beft a wild plan ; but 
fuch a tedious one, as that to Chefapeak, in the very teeth of the 
foutherly winds which prevail during that feafon, was one of the 
raoft frantic that could enter into the human mind* Yet diHratlcil 
as was the fcheme and the execution, '-^-advocates have been found. 
A worthy knight in evidence has told us with a folemnity trulv 
Cervantic, ** that the fouth winds were attended with fuch un- 
common hot weather, that if the troops had been afliore at that 
time, they mull have fuffered exceedinglyi*' So, Heaven pre- 
^^T^Q US \ it was beneficial to the troops, and doubtlefs to the fer- 
vice, to give the army a months cooling at fea, in the heat of the 
campaign ! Indeed, there is fo much of the ridiculous blended wit' 
the baneful in that Quixote expedition, that our paflions rife 
eii-il commotion, and involuntary laughter burfts froiti us, amidll 
i^orms of indignation.— But let us quit this diflreffing topic, and 
leave it with the general. 

There is an uniform perverfenefs in your lofdfhip's mind an^ 
proceedings. The mom£nt any buiincfs becomes your duty, you 

ffcm to pcrfevere in counteracting it. You adopted %rA periifted la 
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vour fea campaign with our land nvmy, contrary to common {^n^^y 

contrary to the opinion of ever)' friend to this country ; and to car- 
ry vour purpofe entered into a month's conliift with oppolint^ ele- 
ments.— AH this you did, for no other rcafon that we can perceive, 

rhui hecaufc it was your duty to do othcrwife. But now at the 

cnJ of that unfortunate campaign, when it became your indifpcn- 
Iiblc duty to order tranfports to Bollon, to embark Gen. Bui- 
[Toyne's troops as fettled by convention, you took the lead of the re- ^re'acii'or^ 
bels, and were the firil: to propofe a breach ofthat convention ; under the Con- 
the frivolous pretence, that light tranfpoiTs could not gain the port vcntioii. 
ofBodon at that fcafon. Thoufands of men, my lord, at that time 
within your lordfliip's communication could have informed you, 
that for years they had fccn and known vclTels enter the port of Bof- 
ton during every month in the wmter, but more particularly at that 
cry feafon when your lordfhlp declared It fcarcc pr;iL^tIcable ; for 
the latter part of the fall, and the beginning of v/intcr, were always 
the periods in which mofl of their trade arrived ; the north wef^ers 
fcldom fctting in before Chrilbnas ; and even a north wefter would 
lave carried the tranfports from New York to Mariv^a's Vinej'ard, 
ihere they could have lain in pcrfe(ft fafety till a fair wind fprung 
;ip, 24 hours of which, would have put them fafc into Boftoiihar- 
U)ur. Sometimes in three, five, or feven years, vellcls are blown 
ciT the coaft" : veflels we know are at times blown oftfrom every 
Loau : but fuch unfrequent Inflances by no means conilitute a ge- 
neral impracticability of accefs in the months of October, No- 
vember, and December. It was your duty my lord to fend the 
trnnfports to Bofton if prafticable ; of this you could be no judge ; 
tor you never made the attempt. The firll propofal for a breach of 
the convention coming from your lordfiiip, did not efcape the ob- 
fcivation of the rebel congrefs ; they made public mention of it 
HI one of their edicts ; they fliewed they were willing to profit by 
your example ; and inilead ot a partial breach of the convention as 
propofed by yoir, they, by a linglc declaration annihilated the 
wh oi c . 

I fliall but jufl touch on your lordfnips conduftin winter 1777-8 
at Rhode ifland. There you certainly was very happy, if fulfome 
aadrciTcs procured by your flatterers could make you io. At this Strips N^w 
lime your orders flripped New York of all the frefh provilions that ^'"'^.."'^ 
cf'uld bccolleded in that neighbourhood, and which even the two 1^^"^'^!^".'^'^* 
deckers were employed in carrying to you. This my lord you did, the rcbeU 

which was full m peace. 
where Gen* Grty 

a contribution of 
upwards of 10,000 flveep and bullocks. Thus my lord, the loyal 
^Ljbiccts, the army and navy at New York, had all the frcfli pro- 
yifions carried off from them, whllll: the rebels under your eye en- 
joyed plenty and peace. 

We come now, my lord, to your grand manoeuvres in 1778, 
JiMcn the French fleet appeared. Governor Johnflone has already, 
*n a x^ry mallerly manner, delineated vour dilatory, indeciflve, 
^vavering conduct. To his fpeech I refer the reader. But I fhall 
Proceed to fl:ate fonio thinirs only ili'^litly hinted at, or wholly paf- 
J«a over bv him. 

J Your 
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Your lordfliip informs us very gnardeMy^ that you anchored ofl 
point Judith Auguft the 9th In the evening. Point Judith may be 

about three leagues from Newport, the town you went to relieve. 

But we know from very good authority, that your lordfliip's fleet 

was feen by the garrifon of Newport In the morning of that day ; 

\Vith 13 and that an officer from the garrifon was infiandy fent off by Gen. 

ihips runs pjgot, to communicate to you their fituation and that of the enemy. 

Ten fail of the French line had entered the harbour the day before, 
under a heavy fire from our batteries ; the other two fliipsofthe 
French line were up the Narraganfet paflage ; and two of their fri- 
gates in the Seaconnet paflage. An a<Sive and intrepid officer would 
have flood clofe in and blocked up the enemy in this divided llatc, 
or obliged them to fight, if they chofe to come out, under all the 
difadvantages they neceflarily laboured under. But your lordfliip 

thought it befi: to remain at a diftance, and the wind coming fair fur 
the enemy next morning, d'-Eflaing verj* judicioully took advan- 
tage of your negledl, flood out to fea, and united his fleet. It was 
then your lordfliip, to ufe a fea phrafe, cut and run, as is faid, at 
no fmall expence to the nation in anchors and cables. You, my 
lord, had thirteen line of battle fliips, from 50 to 74: guns, d'Eflain^^ 
only Mt-'f/tY, from 50 to 84. guns. If your fliips in general were 
not fo large as the French, they were infinitely better manned. 
You had the choice of feamen from many hundred tranfports, 
and befides your marines, you had the veterans of our army. 

The loth and part of the nth you fleered yro/w the enemy, ma- 
nojuvering for the wind ; but faihng in that, you fay," you " flior- 
tened fail about four in the evening to await the approach of 
the enemy, having fome time before moved" yourfelf *' from tKe 
Eagle into the Apollo frigate, to be better fituated for directing 
the fubfequent operations of the fquadron." But a florm preven- 
ted this feemingly intended engagement. Now, my lord, I fliall not 
Leares his difpute your intention to engage j but I cannot acquiefce in thofc 
ihipon the ill placed and fulfome encomiums, which your partizans have la- 
cre of battle yifjiej ^n your new manoeuvre of quitting your fliip in the line 

of battle, and moving into a frigate, on the eve of a general ac*l:ion. 
I fhall not conteft your being better fituated for feeing the engage- 
ment ; but I deny your being properly fituated. The commancltr 
in chief fharing the dangers of battle, a£ts even as an incentive to 
the bravefl minds, efpecially If his force is rather inferior to that 
of the enemy. This, you have declared yours to have been. 
.Though few officers are of your opinion, as the French were both 
fickly and ill-manned, and had been damaged in pafling and ri'- 
paffing our batteries at Newport ; whereas you had a 50 gun fliip 
more than the enemy, and the befl manned fleet that ever put to 
fea. OurHawke's, Befcawcn's, and Blake's never dreamt of with- 
drawing their perfons from the danger of battle, on a pretence of 
being better fituated for diredling. This nation originally gained 
the fuperiority of the feas by our fighting admirals, but now we have 
nearly lofl it, by admirals who chufe to be letter Jitnated, 

But the imprudence of this innovation on the fcrvice is palpable- 

You are at all times, as you aftually was on this occafion, liable 

to be feparated from your fleet by accidents of weather, in a very 

poor flate of defence indeed for a commander in chief. Granting 

the fame feparation when in a fliip of the line, at leafl no frigate or 

frigate* 
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frigates of the enemy could make a prize of our admiral. Even 
your lordfliip, four days after, appeared to be fenfible of your for- 
mer folly ; for when you heard a firing, you proceeded not in a 
frigate, but in the Centurion. This Innovation alfo always ex- 
poles you to be captured by the enemy, if they fiiould be Wronger „ 
in frigates; or at leall to have " your better lituation" not a little ^Yom ihip 
difcompofed, if but a fmgle frigate fliould attack you, as might to ihip. 
have happened very probably in this cafe, the enemy having the 
weather gage. Surely, my lord, it was a glorious fituation for 
you, to be tumbling about in a difmafled fiigate, gaping around 
you for you fleet, and your fleet fcattered on the fea in fearch of 
you! You cannot forget, my lord, that in this ridiculous diftrefs, 
when you was hurrying from the Apollo into the Phoenix, and 
from the Phcenix into the Centurion, and from the Centurion back 
again to the Phcenix, like a man out of his wits, that your blun- 
dered upon the French fleet, and was happy in effecting a fecond 
efcape. So much for this novelty of your lordfliip's introdudllon. 
The fliort hlflory of your expedition to Newport is this : you 
failed to relieve it, and ran away the day after you got fight of it : 
you failed to meet the French, then ran away from them, ^hen 
waited for them, then blundered upon them by accident, and fi- 
nally efcaped to New York. 

Your lordfliip is much refpe£led by every man of feeling and for- 
titude, for the juflice you have done to the relblute efforts of Cap- 
tains Dawfon*, Hotham, and Raynor, all in 50 gun fliips, in 
their feveral engagements with the Languedoc, Tenant and Ciefar, 
of 84, 80, and 74 guns. Thefe are noble examples ofthefpirit 

of your officers. It is greatly to be regretted you did not lead them 
on to a more general trial. 

On the 15th, my lord, you faw ten fail of the French fquadron 14 Hiips to 
at anchor within 20 leagues of Sandy hook ; you knew two of them ^° diiabled 
were difmafled ;'you got to the Hook the 17th ; there you found your ' '^^' 
whole fleet. The Monmouth of 64 guns, one of Admiral Byron's 
fquadron joined you the next morning. Your fleet had fufFered no 
material damage in the late florm, by your own account, if we except 

the bowfprit of the Raifonable, and mainmaft of the Cornwall, which 
were fprung. Had you left thefe two behind, though in their then 
Hate, they might furely have been efleemed equal to any French dif-r 
mafted fiiip, you had ilill 12 Ihips complete to attack the 10 French, 
two of which at leafl, were difmafl:ed, as your letter tells us. Would 
fuch a favourable opportunity, my lord, have been refufed by any 
enterprizing officer, zealous for the honour of the navy, zealous 

* Capt, Da'wfon has commanded a King's Jlyip on the j^mericafi 
fiation^ for no lefs a time than 1 4 years in continuance^ excepting one 
voyage to Portfmouth, He is greatly dijiinguijhed for his nfigilarice^ 
aElivity^ andfpirit. The latter he difplayed in an etninent degree at 
the heginniftg of the rehelUon^ i?i an engagement nvith a vcjfel offuperior 
force in the bay of Bofon ; and in the attack on the fort at Michias in 
1777, ^^^^^^ ^'i^ George Collier j in 'which expedition that fort^ three 
rebel 7naga%ines^ and 3 o fail of fiips and fchooners ivere defrayed * 
And yet by the printed lifis^ it does not appear^ that he has had Inter ejl 
mough to ohtal7i the rank ofpofi captain. 

. I Z for 
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for hi? coiintrv's welfare ? Had vou embraced this elorious occ; 

l>on, in the manner you ought to have done, and put to fea agcihio 

thecveninii; of the 17th, with only the ii.fliips that were in con 

plete order, — the French an fuch WTetcbed condition only a few Ic; 

gues difrant, you muft have fallen in with early on the 18th, whe 

two of their fliips from five in the morninG^ to near eleven, were i 

.Afi-hrhavc chace of Admiral Byron in the Princefs Royal of 90 ^wm then a 

brat thr lone ; and in yourprogrefs out you mull alfo have met the Monmoutli 

F!L-rch,ru- In that cafe, my lord, we cannot -doubt but it would have bee; 

Kird there ci ^ proud day fot England." Your fucccfs too, at this tinn: 

^ "', "'." would ha\'e driven us the whole rebel arniv befieeins: Newport 

fu lac •> . ^ 1 t 1 ,-> • r I • rii 1 -^ 1 1 r . 

Inuifi. ro^ 5'ou had almolt a certamty or reaching Rhode ilhind before th; 

30th, the foutherly winds, your lordfliip hio^vs^ are ahnoftconlhmi 
at that feaibn, your arrival would have infallibly cut otY the retrcai 
of the rebel army. And as Sir Henry Cliijton i^ot there tin 
3 ill: with the army from New York, the vv'hole of the rebels nui:; 
either have furrendered or been ftarved upon the fpot for want oi 
provifions. In fuch a fituation we would not have had the trouble 
of iiiihtin^ them. A ilroke like this would nearly have crufhed the re- 
btliion, and certainly would have faved Dominica, St. Vincent's, 
and the Grenades. In this eafy manner, my lord, mi^ht vou by a 
little goodwill, and but a little promptitude and fpirit, have not 

only gained foryourfelf immortal glory, and the eternal gratitude ot 
a generous people ; but for your country, you would have retrieved 
all that your brother had loft us ; — you would have wiped oft'thf 
ilains of all that fliame and misfortune with which he had covered 
us. — But, my lord, — the navy in you,— y^-iu the brother of the Ge- 
nerall — Glorious opportunities hourly offering, and hourly reje£}edl 
If 5-our lordfliip thought the relief of Newport a more important 
objed, than the total deflruclion or capture of the French fleer, 
though they lay fo near to you, that you could hardly put to fea 
without falling in with them, — Why did you not Inilantly bear away 
for Newport ? But either of thefe would have been doing capital 
fcrricc, for which reafon, we fuppofe, you did neither. One thing 
indeed you did, which gave us a decifive proof of your weakncfs, 
or of your difgufi: at the bufinefs, in which, unhappily for us, you 

^^^J^j^^"" J* was employed, — ^}-ou difpatched the gallant Sir James Wallace in 
for n^ws/ Quell of News to Newport. You expofed that brave officer to be 

overpowered by the whole French fleet ; he only efeaped throu^^h 
his own intrepidit}', fuperior feamanfhip, and fuperior knowledji'c 
of the coal. Thus, my lord, with two grand national objeds in 
x-iew, and prelSng themfelves upon you, — ^you idled away a week 
in port, keeping 14 fail of the line to repair a fprung bowfprlt and 
mainmall:. Whilit you was fo notably occupied in this important 
bufinefs, d'Eftaing wath the alertnefs of an officer who faw his dan- 
gler, though God knows he was in none from you, raifed jurymalis 
and lleered for Rhode ifland, w-here he amved the 20th off Ne\v- 
port, and failed for Bollon the 22d, being unfit to keep the {^ay 
and ftiil, though without reafon, afraid of your crufiiing him in 
his helplefs condition. As for your lordfliip, you only crept out 
of port the 24th, after being repeatedly affured that he was gone 
off. Then, it is true, you followed him, but ftill after your own 
manner, and arrived time enough to fee him fafe at anchor in Bof- 
loa harbour, and covered with batteries juil conflructed, which 

WouW 
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u'oiild have deprived you of the inclination to attack him, had you 
ever pofTeilcd it. In this manner, my lord, d'Eilaing, who was farther 
from Newport than you, who was difraafted, and who had jury mafls 
to erect, got to Newport ;?t/e d^ys before you ftirred one inch j — be- 
fore vou, my lord, who had only to put to fea with 1 1 fail of the line 
undamaged. 
"When vou fled before him from Point Judith, you run him al- 

mofl out of fiirht the firfl: 24 hours, according- to vour own ac- 
count ! — But when you was to purfue, you had a bowiprit and 
mrjnmaf]: to refit ! — Eleven fail of the Bricifn line in complete or- 
der, could not overtake ten fail of French crippled and difmafled. t{'|;,V\in"-"& 
—Yet the French lay eight days in this difubicd condition, with- afi-ivirv, 5^* 
in 20 leagues of the great Lord Howe, raifed jury malb, then made Ld. Mu\\<;';- 
;t voyage of near an hundred leagues, and befidos that were feveral loitering 

days a head of him before he crawled out of pf)rt. — And what was 
the ercat Lord Howe doin^j; all that time with his fourteen fall of 
the line? — Patience Gracious Heavicn'! Rcpa:ri!:g a Bovj- 

fprit and a Malnmaji^ 

lean trufl myfelf no longer on this fubjctl:, and your lordflnp 
uill readilv acquiefce in my quitting it. I ihall take mv leave v/ith 
the following obfervatlons, which 'you, my lord, and a fuficring 
nation, well know where to apply. 

Chufing our commanders out of thole faflious parties which have 
flUvays moll wickedly oppofcd every meauire of government, feems 
to have overwhelmed this ill fated country with the moil alarmins; 
misfortunes, and mod humiliating difgrace^. The daring factions 
that reign in this kingdom appear dellitute of every laudable ]>rin- 
ciplc. They exert themfclves in parliament* in calling for every 
fort of information that can reveal our plans, or ercpofe our wcak- 

ncfs to the enemy. Out of doors numbcrlefs publications are uiile- Opnnnrlon 
minated to lower the funds, to ruin the public credir, and to in- comman- 
tufc diilruil and difmay In the hearts of the people* Even trcafon '''■'''^ ''""^ 
is fulminated from the pulpit ; yet from the bofom friends of furh ^•^^^^^''J"* 
men have we taken our commanders. lu confennencr^ we have {K'tw 
one general leave another to be fwallowed up by the rebels, \vy^. re- 
trcutins: from the enemv on fliorc, exhibit a new wonder to the 
world, — a land campaign converted into a fummcr voyage. Thi? is 
opening a new fourcc for the genius of pantomime ; and thou'ih 
fuch an eccentric notion might have fiicceedcd with Ha'it\!i.''-n. \x 

inav ruin a nation. We have feen one admiral flv before an enrniv, 
whom he went to fight, and from a garrifon which he failed cxpreli- 
ly to relieve ; and foon after, when he fav/ with bis own eyes, the 
enemies 'capital fliips difmaftcd, he loitered away the tinie. though 
his force was then fuperior, whllil the eneniy towed tJvvlr dif- 
•ibled fliips, from under his nofe into poit. AW have feen 
another fight an equivocal battle againlt an inferior deet, in 
which two vitfl'ories were stained and nobodv defeated. Su^h novel 
campaigns, befides the misfortune that attends ihcm, are notoniy 
niigraceful to us, as a nation, in the eves of all mnnkin-l. buriliis 
jlifgrace is accumulated bevond the power of addition, by o'*^' be- 
ing mobbed a«d rioted into illuminations of oui- ov/n infamy ! If a 
t^runkcn mob appals us, v/hcre is the vigour with which wc- are i» 
*Vl'Oft; and to combat rebellion, and a foreign enen\\ r 
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Earl CORNWALLIS. 

He ivas calk J rn^ and -zvas hululged ^>.vll b an armed chair <^.mihin ih 
har ; he ^vas plnced het=vjec?i the har a7id the tabic ; he fat ttvo or 
three minutes ^JLUth his hat on ; hut ^jjhen the examination hegan^ k 
Tofe^ and ga've his anfv^ers unco'vcrcJ. 

Examined hy Sir ffllliam Ho'iVe, 

AM happy to take this public opportunity to declare my great 

regard and veneration for the charafter of Sir William Howe, 

Chanufter I think he has deferved greatly of his country ; and has ferved it 
of General ^rjth fideljt)', affiduit}', and great ability. I beg the Houfe will 
Howe* underhand I do not come here to anfwer queflions of opinion, but 

ueftions of matter of faift ; the private opinions of a fubordinate ot- 
icercan give very little fatisfai^tion j they may not do juftice to the 
character of the honourable general, or to my own. 

It is extremely difficult to obtain from the inhabitants a know- 
ledge of the face of the country : it is in general fo covered witii 
wood, and fo favourable to ambufcades, that reconnoitering csn 
afford but an imperfetS knowledge : I never faw a llronger or more 
defenfive country. Our movements were much embarrafied and re- 
tarded in the field by the difficult}' in getting provifions, and from 
the clofenefs of the counrr}% I did not fee the enemies lines atBroolc- 
lyn ; I was on the left ; -I never heard it fuggefled that they coiilo 
have been carried by alTa'ult. It was fuppofed at that time the enc- 
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i\'s main {Irength was on York ifiand. I know of no dclav in land- 
nJv on York illand ; the preparations partly depended on the naval 
epartment ; nor of any avoidable delay prior to the moving 
rom it. From political motives, the general's reafons for not at- 
acking the enemy's entrenchments Odtober 28th, after the de- 
cat of the corps on their right, cannot be explained. The coun- 
rv in their rear appeared (Irong. I could not have purfued the e- 
icmv from Brunfwick without greatly diftrelling the troops. We 
:ourd not pafs the Delaware at Cornels ferry ; there were no boats ; 
!he river not fordable. I fuggcllcd taking poll at Trenton and Bur- 
^cnton ; I think myfelf bound to anfwer for it ; the holding fo 
urge a part of the Jerfeys ; 3 or 400 inhabitants taking' the oaths 
vcr)' day for a leaft ten days ; the obtaining forage and provifions, 
We it advifeable : human prudence could not ferefee the furren- 

JlerofCol. Rhall's brigade. I have the highcll: opinion ofthofe 
brave troops : the imprudence and negligence of that officer occali- 
biied the misfortune : on all other occafions thefe troops behaved, 
audi dare fay ever will, with the greateft courage : this very bri- 
gade at fort Waflaington, was the admiration of the army. 

In the beginning of 1777, Sir William Howe took great pains to 
k informed of the enemy's lituation at Middlebrook ; but the in- 
telligence was by no means encouraging. There were folid reafons 
i^m\\i attempting the Delaware through the jcr^^y^. No delay 
iii moving to and embarking from Staten illand. I mufl decline a- 
iiy reference to private confultations. Whether the expedition to 
Pcnnfylvania was a powerful diverfion in favour of the northern ar- 
my is matter of opinion. 1 heard 2000 rebels under Maxwell rein- \Vont give 
forced Wafliington after the battle of Brandy wine. The manceuvre op"'"p"s, 
that brought on that battle reflects the highell honour on Sir AVil- ^^^fH'l^^ 
Ham Howe. The Schuylkill is not fordable on the Derby route : 
it would not have been eafy to have croficd there. Col. Donop de- 
fired me to reprefent that he had not been fufficicntlv conlidered ; 
Sir William Howe diret'led me to allure him, the firll: opportunity 
Ihould be taken to irive him a fuitable leparate command. Col. Do- 
nop was much pleafed with his command againll Redbank ; his or- 
dets were difcretionary. I never heard Lieut. Gen. Knyphauferi 
vras diifatisfied with them. Col. Stirling while at Billlngfport with 
ttiree battalions reprei'entcd to me at Philadelphia, that he could 
not proceed to Redbank without a confiderable reinforcement. 
An extraordinary ftorm of r:iin, which broke down the dykes and 
iiamaged the w^orks, much retarded the attack on Mud iiland. 

E xa7ni tied hy Lord Ho-ive. W'hen I mentioned the landinsf on 
lork ifiand depended much on the naval department, I did not 
mean to hint there was any unneceiTary delay. I can aflure the 
Houfe, wJ'.ile the noble lord commanded in America, the troops 

the greateft harmony 
ter cannot be more re- 
vered by the feamen, than it is by the foldiers. 

Examined fy other Mend>ers, I never heard the enemy at Brookr 
lyn were retiring. There was no getting behind the enemy's linea 
Without forcin"- them. I do not know thefe lines were complete; 

J J" I 
"i4 not fee theip during the adtlpn ; I wa^i detached to Newtown ; 

9* 



iriet with all poiliblc alTillance from the navy ; 
fubfilied between them ; his lordlhip's chsraC! 






68 Mtneieftce ef Lord CorrfwaUh, 

on mv reriirn they were nearly demoliflicd. It was reported the xt 
bcls had 6 or 5ooo men on Long iiland. 

At BruDlVick we arrived the night of Dec. ifl, after a march ol 

:?o miles ; very bad roads; our fubfiftence only flour; conrram 
niarohinc prevented baking the flour ; the artillery and baggaijc 
horfes were quite tired; that proves our not beinj^ in a good con- 
dition for a long march ; the bridge over the Raritori was broken, 

which itopped us one day ; if the enemy could not have paired 

the Delaware at Trenton, they might have marched down the call 

ilde of it ; we could reap no great advantage from fuch a purfuit. 

?ur:jr* ^ J think the troops with me were two battalions light infantrv, two 

ofBritilh and three of Hcffian grenadiers, the ^id and 33d rcf^i- 
ments. The fourth brigade under Gen. Grant feven miles in our 
rear at Bonham town. Alfo two companies yagers, and i6th Yi^hx 
dra2;oons. Col. Griifin, a rebel adjutant general met me, I was un- 
willing he fliould fee the troops tkey were fo few. The troops 
■^icre in condition to march before the 6th Dec, Our left column 
reached Prince town on the 7th an hour before fun fet ; the fccond 
column betiveen nine and ten at night : I underlrand part of the cne* 
mr quitted Prince town that morning ; I know not their number; 
thcv v.-ere faid to be without artillery or basfefatje ; I do not recol- 
lect our numbers. I cannot fpeak to the enemy s rear palling the 
Delaware on the Sth ; they kept a fmall detachment in Trenton till 
we j^ot near it ; I do not think their rear was in any danger frtun 
us that day. Though the troops were able to purfiie before the 6th, 
yet us the enemy had fo much the Hart of us, there was no 
great object for the march ; we wanted reinforcement for the coni- 

tnunication between Brunfwick and Amboy ; and a coniiJerablc 
l>ody of troops then paffing the North river under Gen. Lee, re- 
quired fome attention. I know of no promifcs about Dec. 20th, 
i-76, from any chiefs in Pennfvlvania to aid Gen. Howe. 

America is a verj'- ftrong country, very rugged, very hilly, and 
vcr}' woody ; this is in fome degree applicable to all parts in which 
I ferred. T know little oi railing the provincial troops. Breadth 
of the found between Long ifland and New York about 1000 or 
I ::oo yards. I know no place where we could have taken poll fo as 
to difcern what was palling at Brooklyn. [His hrcijhlp ivould not 
repeat pri-^afc cowjcrJatioJi^ as to Sir Henry Clintoii*!, ?wt helle-iu'/ig it 
pojjiou that Sir Jfllliam Ha^vc intcncied carrying the avjiiy to the fouth- 
Kvard.'\ I have b^en up and down the Delaware, but only in the 
night. From the Elk to Philadelphia, plenty of provifions ; wc 
received no provifions from the Delaware till we reached Philadel- 
phia, I told Col. Donop that Sir William Howe by no means 
wiilied him to facrifice the rroops ; that if Redbank could not be 
caiilv carried, to give notice, and reinforcements and-artillerj 
A:^-!i..'.nU fliould be fcnt him ; but that if it could be eafih- carried, thegenc- 
i.M ->;• ral wiilied him to hrufqucr P affaire, I do not know how near, the 



• ■ r.-'-iqcer grenadiers and 33d purfued the enemy to their lines at Brooklyn, 
I .r^^-rt. ^j. ^jj^j. j^ required repeated, orders to make them deliil:. After th< 

cncmv fell back to the heights near North caftle, they left a corps 
on the heights of the ^\ hite plains : orders were given for an attack, 
but a violent rain prevented. Rain fpoils roads, and prevents 

drav.-ing artillery up iteep hills. ^<:f-- If the po\\'der was wet, nn 

itt^ci: 
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attack might have been made with bayonets r JnJ\ I do not thhjk 
I faid the powder was wet. The folJicTD generally carried on their 
back three days provifions, Ibmetimcs four days. On carrlpi[;-es 
and horfes in Pennfylvania, we could carry more than in the Jerfeys ; 
n days rum, 6 days pork, 12 or 14 days bread, as \vc truUcd to find 
flour and cattle in the country ; in the Jerfeys we iiiuil ]>ave carried 

more meat, and Icis bread and rum. [///i lorJ-hip rcfuf^J again Hlr 
William^ s reafons againji attacking the cnc}/iy at IVhiie plains* JVould 
nat anpiver the (juejiion^ Did the Hcffian^ rcfufe to charge f hut repeat- 
ed his cnco?niu?ns on the Hejjiafis.'] Sir William f lowc \v'as highly e- 

ileemed by the officers .and foldiers of the army. I undcrftood it to 
be the general's direftions to halt at Brunfwick ; but could I have 

ftruck a material ib-oke I fliould have moved forwards, I think I 
received no reinforcements between the ift and the 6th. Sir Willi- 
am Howe joined me on the 6th with the 4.th brigade, and then I 
went on under his orders. 



Major -General GREY. 

He i\:as indulged ^^vitb a Chair ^uvitbout the Bar, 

Examined hy Sir William Hoivc. 

THE Americans in general fo very much againfl: us, they 
deferted the country wherever we came, and no intelligence 
could be depended upon. The part I faw is the ftrongeft country ^^^^ crev's 
I ever was in j every where hilly, covered with wood, interfedled (icfL-J-iptiou 
by ravines, creeks, and marfliy grounds. Little or no knowledge of Amcrici 
could be got byreconnoitering, Boil calculated for the defenfive ; and people, 
every one hundred yards that I have fccn might be difputed. 
Could feldom march but in one column, confequently very flow. 
kftronger or 7nore folid divtr^on could not have been made in fa- 
vour of the northern army, than the expedition to Philadelphia, 
The divifion of the army at Brandy wine was a mafterly movement, 
deceived the enemy, and brought on the adlion with almofl; cer- 
tainty of fuccefs. After the action ever)'- thing was done that could 
be done, another action was once nearly eiFcdted, but the weather 
prevented and rendered it impoffible. The route by Derby might 
have retarded the poflellion of Philadelphia, the bridge being de- 
ftroyed, we crofled the neareil: ford. The fords below were guard- 
ed with cannon* N"© improper lenity was fliewn. Laying the 
country wade would have been attended with much inconvenience 
to the troops in cafe of revifiting the fame parts ; it would not have 
terrified them into obedience : it would have been hicrhly blameablc 
^nthout very decilive orders to have carried on fo horrid a war. 
Troops could not be fpared to occupy Red bank, as 5000 men 
^vcre then detached at Philadelphia and Wilmington ; if they could 
they would have been expofed to the fire of the gallies and other 
veliels. Heavy rains and high tides much delayed the fiege of 
Mud Ifland. The enemy were fo ftrongly ported at White marfli 

't vvould have been highly imprudent to attack them ; and at Val- 
ley Forge fo llrong both by art and nature it would have been very 
^njuftifcible. I know of no omiifions ; Sir William Howe did all 

• K that 
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th^t v.-as pomblc for the kin^^'s fervice and the honour of the Bntifti 
arms. In the bezinnin;:^ of 1777 it would have been wrong to 
have attacked at Mlddlcbrook, in that ftron^ country with as llrono; 
a one in the rear. 
• Exam' ner! hy other Mrm'^^ers, I do not know the heip-ht of the 

point at Red bank, nor of the j^allies ; nor what anjr-le their cannon 
muft have been placed in ; nor if the breeches of the cannon muli 
have been lowered ; hut I knovv Donop's troops futfered o;reatly from 
them. I arrived June 5th, 1777, we paffed to Aaiboy the i ith ; 
troops cannot take rhe field till there is a fufiiciency of green forage. 
The encmv were very far from contemptible. Any great lofs on 
our parr not be recovered that campai2;n ; the Americans could re- 
cruit 2t pleafiire ; the fame armv attacked us at German town, though 
thev had been defeated th^ec ueeks before at Brandvwine. 

On Hudfon's river I think Wafliing'ton would have avoided an 
a."ion, and thrown great force into the highland forts ; if Sir Wil- 
liam Howe had eone uo, Waihina:ton n"ii9"ht have cut off his retreat 
aiid provifions. Sir W illiam could not have prevented him doin^r 

this with eafe, I think that with the prefent force in America there 

can be no expectation of ending the war by force of arms. Wafli- 

Srret^h of ington as frrong at IMiddlebrook and Brandywihe as during my time 

ihc rrbth in America. At Brandvwine he had 15,000 or 16,000 regulars, 

m 1777 and beiides militia ; I believe 15,000 men under arms. At Monmouth 
^-' * court houfe in 1778, he had about 14,000. I left America No- 

vember 28th, 1778 ; our provincials were then called 6000, but not 
complete. Wafhington was fuppofed 10,000 men at Valley Forge. 
I never was up the North river ; I have heard it is a ftrohf)^ coun- 
trv. From New York to Albanv better than i co miles. Sir VVil- 

liam Howe mull have polTelled both fides to have fupplied his army 
bv v/ater, or before fngates or Hoops could have attended the army. 
ISo hopes of conquering; America with the prefent force there j-an 
army little fuperior would bv no-means end the conteft ; even with 
a very fuperior army it would be very uncertain. I never thought 
'our armv there any ways adequate to the purpofes of conqueil. 
No more lenity fhewn than would have been to a foreign enc- 
mv. Severity would not now lignify. Every place was fo totally 
deferted that we got very little but by going into the woods for the 
cattle. Impollible to prevent the driving off cattle t'here. 

I looked on it impollible to land high up in the Delaware, 
from the vers" great force of the enemy in galHes, fire-rafts, and 
fire-fiiips. If we had landed below NewcalHe, the march would 
have been more difficult than going by Chefapeak ; Cecil court 
houfe where the troops landed quietlv, was only 16 or 17 miles 
from Newcallle. I do not think the army could have landed at 
Newcallle fo eafv as at the Elk river : the march would have been 
as difficult ; there u'ould have been 8 or 9 creeks and rivers to pais, 
Agsinff- befides the Schuyikill, I don't know landing would have been 
the D^h" practicable above or about Newcaftle ; the boats and tranfports to 

land 14 or 15,000 men, the river full of fire-rafts, fire-fhips and 
gallies, and the flrong tides would have made it very difficult. 
Some provincials were raifed in Pennfylvania, I cannot tell their 
numbers ; nor that Wafliington's army was diminifhed by march- 
ing foutbward ; he always fcemed to have force enoug^h. I think 

if 
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if Wafliinc^ton had a wifli it would have been for Sir "William 
Howe to ha^'c i:^one up the North river. The evacuation of Phi- 
ladelphia had the very worfl: effecl ; many who held out till then took 
the oaths to the States ; and it thrcv/ a dump over the whole annv. 
You can never determine the war now by depopulating: the country ; 
they would not fuHcr vou x.o d.o it ; it would be a very bad way of 
doing it. It is impoilible to carry on an.y \^vy important opcmtion 
at a didance from the fleet, unlefs you have a navigable river, and 
are mailers of both fides of it, with vefiels to carry the ilorcs. 
"We could not i^et fuAicient provincial troops to defend Philad'.-Iphia, 
whilll we cai'ried on operations at a dillancc. Gtn. Grant's return 
and the 5000 men goinc^ out, v/ould be tar from adequate wow to 
ending the contefl. A defeat ot the Americans can hardly be deci- 
live : the country renders a retreat in ocneral fo very fecure. 
There mip^ht be a ftw oeiertcrs from the Gcimana as Is ufual in all 
Einnlcs. Fi"om Nowcallie to Cecil court Iioufe is 16 or 17 miles. 
I mull fpeak at random if J mentioned the number ncceilary to end 
the war with fuccefs. Sir William Howe did notconfult me on the 

expedition to Philadelphia. Sir AViliiam to have done any good ^4 fraiiiil ro- 
up the North river, muit have cflablilbcd himfclf on both tides, inj iip riif.- 
that would have fo weakened him that Wafiiin^rton mi2;ht have at- North a\cr 
tacked him at any time ; or if he marched too far up, V\''aflnng'tnn 
might have come between him and New York. Wafliington would 
have crolfed at King's ferry, or any where between that and the 
Highlands. It would have been very dlHicult, if not impofi:hlc, to 
have gone as high as ylifopus; the forts in the Highlands muft liill 
have been taken ; and if Gen. Howe had fat down before them, 
\\'afliin2:ton would certainly have come between him and New 

York. There appeared more fi'iends to Ui; \\\ Pennfylvania, but 
they did not join us in arms. I intennixi'd with the inhabitants 
in Pennfylvania and Jerfcys, Fi'om the tinie I landed, the begin- 
ning of June 1777 to the 20th of November 177S, there v/as not 
in my opinion, a number o[ troops in America ^//'.;;''^.vVr adequate 
to the fubduing that cour.trv. I don't think O^n, Howe could' 
have taken the Highlands : he nv.'ft have beiic'j.'Gd them in the face 
of a fuperior arm)'', and AVafinniion pl.icing liiiniclf between him 
and New York. I have been in tiie Jerfc}'s, and from the head of 
the Elk to Philadelphia. I f[)oke oi- the part I have been in. At 
prcfcnt the King's authority extends no fu'thcr than York Ifland 
and its dependencies, Staten and Long IHand. I confidcrcd the 
cinmtry that I faw and the troops ; and that our army was not ade- 
quate to the concpicll. 



Sir ANDREV\^ SNAPE HAMMOND, 

Kxaml/ieAhy Sir Jfllll^m ahil LcVii Ho-iVf, May ii/bj ^779* 

Commanded a fquadron of frigates on the coads of Delaware 
_ and Virgin'a a year and a half. I was employed feveral months 
in watching, the motions of the rebels on the Delaware, before the 
arrival of our fleet off the entrance of that river on the 30th o'i Jnly, 
1777 ; the Britifli fleet were it^o fail. I don't know any river (0 

diiVicult of navif^ation : hirtre fl)ins can'onlv nafs at trertain times of 

K 2 thf 
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the tide. I reported that ^'xy that Wa{hin2;ton had crofTed the D*. 
laware, and was marching down to Vv^ilniington. From Cape Heii- 
lopcn up to Rccdy iiland is marftiv, lowland, verv fall of creeks: 
the communications with the upland onlv bv caufeways ; froin 
Rccdy iiiand to Newcaiilc, fome places marlhv and in others fomc 
tolerable landing places : from Reedy iiland to Chefler the channel 
fo narrow till you pafs Newcaille, the fleet would have required 4 

miles anchorage, lying within cannon fhot of the fliore in all placej, 

within muficet (liot in fome : the tides run between 3 and 4 miles :,:i 

hour : the rebel water guard 2 frigates at Philadelphia ; and at Mud 

Rebel ^2- ifland a (liip, 18 eighteen-pounders ; a frigate, 28 twelve-pounders, 

ttr iorce. ^ sebecks, 2 twenty-four pounders in bow, 2 eighteen-pounders in 

their ftern, and 4 nine-poundcrs in their waift each ; a brig, 16 fu- 
pounders; 2 floating batteries, oneof 12 eighteen-pounders, the oth^r 
of 10, the guns moveable on either lide ; 13 row gallies each i gun 
from 32 to 1 8 pounds ; 36 row boats or half gallies, each a 6 or a 
4 pounder ; 2q or 30 flre-rafts of 5 ftagcs each, chained together. 
Our fliips, boats, and fmall armed vellels not adequate to oppofc 
them on night fervice, the Cornwallis galley excepted. 

Kxamlncd hv other Mcmhers, Between Reedy ifland and Newcaf- 
tle marfhv, with fome landing places ; above Newcaftle to Wil- 
mington creek an entire marfli. An ai-my can land any where, 
where there is no oppofition : I underflood Wafliington was at Wil- 
mington with his whole army. I /uppofc th.t rebel army would have 
marched to the f pot where our troops meant to land, A land officer 
can only anfwer whether the rebels could have kept Ncwcallle, if 
they had marched there. I think the rebel army was at Wilmint;- 
ton the 30th of July, ^^eft. Do you fee any reafon to have pre- 
vented the rebels from marching to FAk^ in the fame manner as jo^ 

fuppofe t}\ty might have marched from Newcaflle to Wilmington.' 
Anf* I ha-je little hi&^ledge of the marching of armies. By the map, 

from Newcaftle to Elk is 17 miles; from Cape Henlopcn to Elk, 
350. The Chefapeak navigation in general eafy ; there are fomc 
diiEculties, Dlftance between Reedy ifland and Newcaflle 5 or 6 
miles. Any where between the flioals the fleet would have been 
expofed to the fire-rafts, ^(ft* Was not the fleet on returning to thf 
Delaware exfofed to the fire-rafts ? Anf, They came in detachmcnti, 
and we then pofTefied the lower chevaux de frize : that was 18 or 
2.0 miles from Reedy ifland, Quef. Might not the fleet have gone uf 
in detachments the "^Oth of July ? Anf, That depends on the com- 
manding ofljcer. The breadth of the river at Newcaftle is 3 miles; 
Dcfcription the navigable channel 2 miles; and below much narrower ; the 
of the De- narroweft part between the Pickpat fl:ioals and fort Penn half s 
laware at xm\e. For the fleet to come to anchor off Reedy ifland fit for land* 
^ ewe c. '^^ ^^ troops, would have taken 4 or 5 davs, with a fair wind 3 or 

4 days. The enemy's water guard would have been the greateJl 
impediment in landing the troops, the row gallies in particular go 
in Ihoal water, and would lie on the flats of the river, where our 
fhip guns could not bear on them. The fliip guns could certainly 
bear on the bite at Newcailie. I do not know how the ebb tioe 
runs in the St, Lawrence, the Humber, or the Severn. I ihins 

3 and a half knots a very rapid tide. I never heard the St. Law- 
rence runs 10 knots an hour. The fl:rongcr a tide runs, the dan- 
ger 



ILiU'C. 



Ji'Viileiice of ^If Amh i'V: Sfutpe Hammond, 73 

ffr fi'om fire-rafrs 2;rc:Ucr, if tlvj ch;inncl Is the Ilimc. Oppofitc 

Xcivcartle they WDultl h-ivc floated oa every part of the rivrr, but 

as thev were directed by the c^ii'.lics they would only be ufcd in the 

channel. The enemv'b wutf-r force was conllruCtod to lire in the 

frream of the tide : 'i'hc tide I'uns too rapid for fnips of war to rido 

with fprings on their cables ; I had found the i;allics troublcio'iu-, 

and little in my power to annoy thc;n ; thev were now ib\)novr; 

;ind would not have been idle on an occafion io in.iportar.t as huui- 

iiigour army. On the 7th and JJth. o,^ Mav 1776, 13 ^ailics with firo 

fliips, came within point blank fiiot, and had two en':;a:^?:n'jnrs with 

me, one of 5 hours, the other of 6 hourb ; I had tao men k-ulcd. , filratcs 

6 u'ounded, the mails much damaged, and the fails all ufelcfs- buat the rc- 

Thc "-allies were fo fmall that it was diiiicuU to hit them with our '^-i v.aicr 

cannon Ihor, I had the Roebuck of 44 guns, Livcrpo')! 2S gun?, ' 

and 2 armed tenders ; the Liverpool was damaged, and fevcral men 
wounded. Onthc 30th of July Lord Howe had 2 fifty gun fhips and 3 
friaates. I had the Roebuckand -x fri^j-ates in the Delaware. W'ticn the 
rehels burnt fire-rafts, the gallics never ciLiitted them till they were 
within half gun-fliot. They attacked mc firll otl'Chellcr ; an iihu^d 
directly off, with a flioal extending from it, reduces the channel 
to one-third of a mile wide, we were taking men on board, within 

half-gun Ihot, they lighted the fire-rafts and fired from the gallic., 
the tide run very flrong, the flilps were forced to ilip their cault-s, 
when they call:, their guns reached, and drove the gallics off, and 
the boats towed the fire-rafts on fliore : the fliips run great rifk of 
being a-ground. The precautions taken prevented the lire-rafts tak- 
ing effect, ^cft* This happened where the river was onlv onC'th'.yd 
of a mile ividt\ at XewcaiUc the channel is tivo miles -T'.'/V/r, might 
not the admiral's ikill and precaution have equally prevented it at 
Kcwcaifle, had the fleet gone up the 30th of July r -'//.v! Ir 
would have then been fo capital an objecl to the cncmv, that thev 
would have a(!:l:ed in the night with all thcirforce ; and if tluv had b^-- 
haved with fpirit they mufl have put the fleet in confulion ; we lud 

no boats proper to withlland their 36 row boats and i^ gaKies. I 

think it very pollible for the gallies to have paffcd between the fri- 

i;ates and towed their fire-rafts down to the fleet. The gallies could D.ingrr 

lay in Ihoal water till rhcy had Cul\-tcd their j)i;rpore, and then have ^'V'" ^'"^ 

ran into any creek above or below, th.-re i^ flioal water on each .-'"^' ^^^^^^ 
fde. except at Newcalfle, above and below v/hich is all.) Ih.oal 

water. '1 'here are both. above and below Nevvcaftlc little inlets, 
where the gallie? could jdaee thenifelves, and from the lownefs of 
the marfli do execution w Ith th^ir guns, when the frigates could fee 
nothing but their mads. It is only gun iliot froin fliore to fliore, 
except julT: above Newciillle, a 3^^ gun frigate can lie at the vvharf ; 
a ^o gun fliip within a vcrv little as near; on the :;oth of July 
know of no enemy's batteries along tlic river below Blllin";fport : 
I believed W'afliington had crofled t\\i: river and ;:onc to Wilming- 
ton. The enemy had no water guard or fhore tiefen.ces in Chefa- 
p"ak. Breadth of the n-ivit/ablc channel of tlic ])elaware at New- 
tafde 2 miles ; the enemy attacking us in lan.ding our troops would 
have been attended with the worfl conlequenccs j in fo narrow a 

channel it would have been impo'Tible for the fleet to have got un- 
der fail in the night-time. The enemy could have greatly annoyed 

the 
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the fl-ips u'ith cannon thouf^h they had no batteries. The landing aj 
ari-ny in the face of an enemy always to be avoided if the fervic; 
can by other means be effecled ; fa\y no exception to this rule in 
the Delaware. From Cedar creek to Reedy ifland no boat could 
land without armed men oppoling" them. The ren^iments of militia 
in each county 4 or 500 men, Rodney, a brigadier general com- 
jy-anded ; they were the militia of the lower Delaware countic;, 
Cape Heniopen to Cape Charles 140 to 150 miles. I never gavt 
anv public advice to Lord Howe. I fuppofe the admiral was in- 
formed <:>^ all the obilruclions in the Delaware before leaving Nc.v 

York. The ficct did not delay t\yo hours off the Delaware ; the 

Soctfi ^iT-d north wind juil then fprung up ; before it was foutherly ; continued 
l^ ' u'- '^\' ^^ north only that evening. End of July fouth winds prevail ; th;j 
Z -\''' ''^ v.'eii and north welt frequently ; efpecially in the night. (In i!ie 

ufe of fire rafts I confined myfelf to the night, but the enemy's fir; 
f]iip5 might have been ufed with the fame ef^eft in the day againfta 
fleet at anchor.) The foutherly wind only in the day, the northerlv 
ill the night. From Reedy illand to Newcaflle, wind fair and flowing 

tide in a iingle fiiip an hour's fail, different with a fleet. I conceive 
the enemies gallics would have taken their pofition when our fo 
j^opjjed to land the troops ; their fire-fhips and fire-rafts could not 
have acied if the -wind fair and a flowine: tide, ^ueft. At Newcaf- 
tie where you admit a frigate can come to the wharf, and a fiftv 
gun fliip almoft as near, could any number of gallies given anv 
ferious obicrucllon to the landing an army ? Anf, I never pre- 
tended to deny the prafticability of landitig an army in the Dch- 
x^Jir(:; ; I have only fpoken to the expediency of it. Water in th: 
narrows nor lefs than 6 or 7 fathom deep ; on the flats of Morri; 
Lilions which are the worfl: in the river, 2^ or 26 feet at hi^^a 
water ; the tide rifes and falls about 8 feet. Newcaftle has tfi! 
Chnftine river on the right, 10 or 12 miles before fordable ; lam 
no: well acquainted w^ith the lower parts ; it has George river on 
ihe Ici't at fome difrance. If the rebels had had time and opportunitv 
to have placed their velTels, they could have made the landing vcrv 
diiiicuit. From Newcaitle to Cecil court houfe 17 miles. ^lejWi 
\h-kx. march would it have been neceflary to ford the Chrifl:ine,orany 
other river ? Arif. I don't know the interior country but from tk 
map. On the 30th of July the rebel brig and fchooner gallies, fcvc- 
ral latteen crallics and row boats were at Reedy ifland ; the relraf 
iMud illand ; from Reedy ifland to Mud illand 25 or 26 miles m 

the courfe of the river. If no obflruftion a 64 gun fliip can f^ to 
Philadelphia at high water. The firft obllrudlion was the chevaui 

de frize at Biliingfport, 20 miles above NewcaiHe. A 64 can Heat 
all times as high as Cheiler, The fleet mufl have anchored every 

r of night ; we had 79 beats for landing, manned from the iliips of ths 
r.at juats. I5ne, 12 men, a cockfwain and officer in each. Had the fleet gone 

up, the channel in many places only a fhort gun fhot wide ; the e- 
nemv might have annoyed the fleet from every advantageous point: 
this chiefly above Newcallle, but alfo fome below. The narrow na- 
vigation in the Chefapeak forced the fleet to anchor every nigiifj 
tliough there were no obftruiftions. The army certainly lanufu 
three weeks later there, than they might in the Delaware ; Jt «'aJ 
an unufual pafTa^-e, we had reafon to expect to ret to the head of tn' 
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Ihedipeak m lefs than a week. But the fouth wuids brought fuch un- The lengtU 
ommon hot weather, that if the troops had been on fliore they muft 0' vovagetw 
avefuiTercdexceedine:ly ; ioleae;iies from the Dchiware met the fouth ^hcfapeak. 
nnd ; boats carry 45 men it the way Ihort, and water Imooth ; ^j^^. troops. 
he long;efl detention I know of a fiiip from goini^ up in July and Au- 
lill, about 3 days, this a fingie fliip not u fleet ; when the trani- 
orts were fafe, they manned their boats ; could not do it when 
hcv were to move. AVind in general fouthcrly delayed the iieet 
oChefapcak ; in the Delaware it would have been a fair wind to ■ 
:arry the fleet up to Newcalllc, 
The rebels could have brought their water force from Mud to 

Reedy ifland in one ebb tide, the ebb runs 7 hours, the flood 5 ; had 
the wind been north, the fleet would not have got to Ncwcaille in 10. 
days ; a fliip at anchor at ReeJy ifland, if wciitbcr moderateanj no ac- 
ddcnt, m.ight reach Newcaftle an hour before high water, Oii' Ncw- 
calUe the fleet would have taken 4 or 5 miles anchorage. I believe 
the enemy would not have loll: the opportunity. Informed as I 
was, I think the going up Chefiipeak bay a xtxj wile and proper 
meafurc. From our fliips could not fee the rebels crolhng from Long 
illand to New York. I think a fliip could not have been llationed 
between New York and Brooklyn without being expofcd to the 
enemies batteries. 
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Mr. M O N T R E S O R, 

Formerly a Captain of Kngineers^ hnt lately refg-ieJ, 

Kxamined by Sir William and 'Lord Htrve, 
Served 29 years ; adled part of 1776 as aid de camp, and in 
_ 1777 as chief engineer. It would not have been prudent to 
have allaulted the lines at Brooklyn Auguil 27th, 1776. The lines 
wcrcfromWallaboutbay to afwamp that iaterilx'vbs the land between 
fhe main and Redhook, which terminates the lines ; one mile and 
a half extent, including the angles, cannon proof, five redoubts, 
or rather fortrefles, with ditches, as had the lines that formed the 
intervals, fraifed on the parapet and counterfcarp, the whole fur- pcfcrlprlon 
rounded with formidable abbatties ; finiflicd on every part from of the rcbd 
Wallabout fwanip on the left to the fwamp on the right; the lefth'"'-'s. 
oi^the line towards Wallabout runs from the rifmg ground at fort 
Putnam in a fl-raight line to the Wallabout fwamp ; a fingie man 
could not pafs round the left of the line; Sir William andl could not 
get out there ; we returned and went outatafaily port. I have no 
experience of regular approaches to attack fuch lines ; but in 1758, 
at Ticonderoga I thought our failure was from want of approaches, 
^Ve fliould have loft a conflderable number of men had we attacked 
the lines at Brooklyn; after they were evacuated, I was the firfl 
perfon in the works, and had the grearcil: dlfliculty with a corpo- 
ral and ilx men to get through the abbatties where there was no one 
to oppofe me. We were retarded at Mud ifland by the rains and 
tides, the platforms of the batteries were even ovei-flowed. 

Examined hy other Memhers, I don't know our numbers the 27th 
of Augud, 1776 ; the enemy 8 or 10,000 men, \JVould 7tot fay f 
m rehcls %verc er wen: not veterans,'] When Baron Dieflcau was ad- 
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vancing to attack Sir "William Johnfon, Col. Eyre, chief enrji 

neer, formed the wa^c^ons in front, leaving intervals for the can 
non, and formina an abbatties in front conrributed to the fucccfs. 

hare already faid that the whole rebel line had an abbntties before ir 

When a line is conflrucled and has nvo iinnks to ir, thev arc oni; 

redans ; but inclofcd in the gorg-cs utrh fimtlar faces then they yu 

redoubts ; they could not be taken bv aflault, but by approaches; 

rather fonrefTes than redoubts. Ar day break, 4 o'clock, I ;j;;ive 

the alarm of the evacuation ; 2 5 niauites after the pi(|uets marched, 

To have carried on the approaches allowing" tvcxy thing prepared 

would have taken 3 days. The artillery and apparatus were to 

brinrr from New Utrecht or Yellow Hook to the north eaft of the 
Redhook. I imagine the rebels would not have ventured oft" in 
the day. I do not know what orders were given to Brigadier Gen. 
Agnew, general ofricer of the night, 39th of Auguft, The pi- 
quets hare adranced parties to watch the enemy ; fmali partic) 

could not difcorer the enemy going oft'; only a defperate party 
would attempt to hare looked into a work, or have got to rk 
creic of a work, and they could not difcover aa evacuation till they 
were there. I am net acquainted with the North rirer navigation, 




prelent when bir \V lUiam Jnowe cahed oti the troop; 
Nothing in hare been improper to hare fufFered them to llorm the redoubr, the 
readinefs anillcry was not up, no fafcines to fill the ditches, no axes for cut- 
for ai^ult- j.-j^g. jj^g abbatties, no fcaling ladders, or proper apparatus for the 
Unw. * "^^ afTault of fo refpeifbable a work. The rebel works judiciouliy 

planned, but ill executed. \lFcuU fay nothing of the frcngV: 
of either armies,'] In the rirer Delaware the works at 
Billingfport defended the lower chevaux de frize ; thofeofMinl 
illand the upper. The width of the river, comprehending MiiJ 
ifiand, 3500 yards; from Redbank to Mud iiland, 2700 yards. 
The eaft bank oppolite Mud illand higher than the weft bank. Hail 
we poiTelTed the eaft fide above Billingfport, could have deftroyed the 
rebel ihipping above that poft. Amboy to Redbank 44 miles. It 
would have taken 24 hours to have brought up cannon and apparatus 
to attack Brooklyn redoubt. When we got to Brooklyn we com- 
manded the place of embarkation thoroughly. Some rebel boar; 
not then put off; only the clehris of the rear. I was at Brunfwick 
the 14th of June 1777, when the movement was made to draw the 
enemy from Quibbletown ; cannot mention numbers ; I faw nothing 
more than their fituation in the mountains ; they fcemed formidable 
there and difficult of accefs ; I was two miles diftant ; know no- 
Kno-ws thing of WaOiington's ftores, or of the polfibility of furroundin^ 
tardlyany him; or cutting off his provifions ; or obliging him to furrentier 

thiBg. or fio:ht : or how near we were to him ; or ennn the name of the fla^^ 

'v.'here Gen, Htyjse encamped ; or the diftance of the army from Q^-^' 
bletown ; or the ftrength of the rebels ; or the practicability of brinj,^- 
ing them to atfdon ; or the poft at Trenton, or if a plan of defence 
was recommended to the onicer commanding there ; nor any thing 
(tf Redbank. Donop landed lit Glqcefter point, but I cannot 
tell its diftance from Redbank. 

Produced drawings of the operations from the 27th of AuguOrp 

the 
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tk i8th of September 1776 ; of the defcent on the ifland of Ne^r 

York, with the rebel works for their defence ; of the five rebel re- 
doubts that formed the line of defence for covering the rebel re- 
treat acrofs Brooklyn ferry to New York ; and of the rebel lines at 
Brooklyn, 



Captain ROBERT MCKENZIE. 

Secretary to 'Sir iFilUam Hoi\Je, 

Exa?mncdhy Sir JFlWavi Ho-vr, May 18//'. 

HE produced two letters, one from Gen. Burs^oyne, and ano- 
ther from Gen. Clinton, with Sir William Howe's anlwcrs, 

^ 

General Burgoy72c'*s Letter, 
Sir, Camp before Ticonelcrnga^ J^^y ^^t ^^17* 

I wait only fome few neccflarlcs of the heavy artillery, which Gen. Eur-^ 
have been retarded by contrary winds on the lake, to open batteries goyne's kc- 
lipon Ticondcroga. Ticondcroga reduced, I fluill leave engineers ^^^' 
to put it in an impregnable ftate. It will be garrifoned from Ca- 
nada, where all the deftined fupplies are arrived. My force there- 
fore, will be left complete for future operations. I fliall implicitly 
follow the ideas I communicated to your excellency in my letters 
from Plymouth and Quebec. I have the honour to be, with every 
fentiment of rcfpe6i: and attachment, &c. &c, 

(Signed) J. BURGOYNE. 

Gev.eral Hovse^s Anfxer, 
Dated I'jth fuly^ ^11 h ^^^^ <'^y ^-^^ cmharkcd for the 
Dear Sir, expedition to Cbefapcak, 

I received yours of the 2d infl. on the 1 5th, and have fince heard G. Hou-e'g, 
of your being in poflellion of Ticonderoga. I have received your anfwer. 
two letters from Plymouth and Quebec, and fliall obferve the con- 
tents. There is a report of a meflcngcr'of yours to me having been 
taken. Wafhington is waiting our motions here, and has detached 
Sullivan, with about 1500 men, as I learn, to Albany. My inten- 
tion is for Pennfylvania, where I cr^peft to meet Wafliington ; but 
if he goes to the northward contrary to my expedation, and you 
can keep him at bay, be afTured I fliall foon be after him to relieve 
you. After your arrival at Albany, the movements of the enemy 
will guide yours. But my wifhes are that the enemy be drove otit 
of this province, before any operations take place in Connefticut^ 
Sir Henry Clinton remains in command here, and- will a6l as oc- 
turrences may diredt, Succefs be ever with you. Yours, &c. 

(Signed) W. HOWE. 

P. S. Putnam is in the highlands with about 4000 men. 

General Clinton^:- Letter to Sir William Ho^v^. 
Sir, Nei^i Tork, z^th July 1777. 

I this moment received intelligence of Wafliington^s march to- Gen. Clln- 
^vards Morris town : will fend your excellency the particulars by ton's letter, 

exprefs. There is an officer in the rebel 

army, who I think may be ealily got at, and be of infinite ufe to 

, X. your 
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your excellency ; he ferved a5 in . Suffice it to fay, 

he is by all accounts a complete rogue, and underilands enough of 
the bufincfs he is now employed in to be of ufe- I fincerely wifn 
your excellency every fuccefs, being your moil obedient, &c. 

(Signed) H. CLINTON. 



G. Howe's 



General Htnve^s Jin fiver. 
Sir, Kaglc^ ^ff^^-'^ moitth of the Delazvare^ 3 oih J^i^y^ '^111* 

anTwcrT '' "* This momlng I had the pleafure of receiving your letter of the 

55th. Having fully confidered all circumftances, and from the in- 
formation of ^\^afliington's march to the Delaware, I have deter- 
mined to proceed immediately to Chefapeak bay, in order to hind 
at the head of it. Had our paflage here been more fuccefsful, \vc 
might/r^^/y have landed in the Delaware in time to have got between 
the Sufquehannah and VVafliington's army, which there would not 
now be the Jeatl: profpecl of ,- you will therefore be {o good as to fend 
your commands to me at the head of Chefapeak bay. It is not 
pollible for me to fay at this time when I may be able to fend rein- 
forcements to you ; but I beg you will be amired, that I fliall not 
fail to Qo it as foon as expedient ; in the mean while, if you can 

make any diverfion in favour of Gen. Burgoyne's approaching Al- 
bany, with fecurity to King's bridge, I need not point out the titi- 
Ijiy offuch a mcafure. The regular troops at Staten ifland may cer- 
tainly be withdrawn, leaving the defence of it to Skinner and his 
provincials, if the enemy do not fliew any thing to put it in dan- 
ger from the Jerfeys after AVaihington's dcpaiture. I fliall not lofe 
light of your intention refpe<5ling the officer in tbe — - — with Wafli- 

ington. Your moil faithful and obedient fervant, 

(Signed) \V. HOWE. 




Lieut. Col. Sir GEORGE OSBORNE, 

Jl ^lemhcr in his place, 

Kxammcd hy Sir William Ho-ive . 

OLONEL Donop very frequently after the misfortune at 
Trenton acquainted me, that if Col. Rhall had executed 
the orders he delivered to him from Sir William Howe, to ere^t re- 
doubts at Trenton, it would have been impoflible to have forced 
_ -_ Rhall's brigade before he could have come to his aflilbance from 
cave previ- Bordentown. On the day before the aflion at Germantown I was 
oDs infor- to the right of the infantr)% with the grenadiers of the guards. Sir 
maiioa of William Howe gave me orders a little before funfet to move on in 
attack at front with the grenadiers and light infantry of the guards to Major 

Simcoe's pefl, about half a mile in front of the line of infantry, ac- 
quainting me I might expect the enemy at day break next morn- 
ing. The firing of the enemy began exadlly at or near the time 
Sir William Howe acquainted me it would do. During the fiege 
of Mud ifiand, two nights the rains fell fo heavy, we could not 
cany on th^ works, and one night the water rofe fo high, it was 
with difficulty we faved the cannon in the chief battery. 

Kxamifudby other Members, I cannot anfwer when the reinforce- 
ment marched to fullain the poit at Gexmantov/n ; I was on the right 

flunk ; 
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fiank ; tlie attack bcg^an con(idcrabl_v to the left, ftvll three quar- 
ters ot a mile from my poll. The rebels marched abouf 9 or lO 
miles to make that attack ; the attack mull have lailcd an hour and 
an half. ^^''fl» Do you apprehend the time from the firll attack 
until the rebels retreated, to have been 710 jwvc than an hour and 

an half? -^J'V- ^"^ -^ ^^"^- "^•'*^ there, I fald at fiiH, I only fpoke by 
truefs. \^He ^ivojilii 7wt gl-i!e an opinion -jjhcthcr our frccjjs KVire more 

frcfl? to purfnc than the rehch to retreat,'] Sl^fft* Notwithilanding 
the information from the conimander in chief, do yoxx conceive 
that our army -'^vas furpr'ifvi^ at Gcrmantown or otber-jviff ? Anf, Af- 
ter the information I received, I was not in any danger of being- 
furprifed. ^^J^fft- Do vou conceive any other part of the armj was 
furprifcdf Aiif, I beg to decline that qiiellion. ^tejt. Was it the 
^^cneral opinion of the officers that fomc other part of the army was 
furprifed ornot 7 Anf, That is the fame queflion in other words ; 
I can merelv add, that the oihccrs I converfed with were always 
well fatisfied with the care Sir William Howe had of the army. 
The Heffian chafieiirs were on the left of Germantown, and Gen. Xcvcr ailc- 
Knvphaufcn commanded that wing. I never alked Gen. Knvp- ftl it' Gen. 
haufen if Sir William Howe apprifed him of the probability of his Knyphaiii- 
being attacked that morning ; and being only a licuccnant colonel, ^'^ ^^^'^. ''^' 
the general did not acquaint me with all the orders he gave, I had 
the honour of the King's commiilion of mufter mailer general and 
infpcdor of the foreign troops. 



General Sir GUY CARLETON's 

E.n.H(Icnce on the ExpeJilion from Canada, 
Called in afid Kxamincd by General Burgoyne, ]\Iay loth^ ^11^* 

I Received a letter from the Secretary of State, I think the 12th 
of Augull 1776, mentioning the reafons that made it expedient 
tor me to remain in the province of Quebec ; the date of that let- 
ter was long before the return of Gen, Burgoyne from Canada to 

Great Britain. The artillery I had prepared for the cnmpah!;n, 
on a fuppolition that I was to go m3'felf, was in concert with Gen. 
Phillips ; it does not llrike me that there was any great difference 
ill that allotted to Gen. Burgoyne. I did not think myfelf jullified 

by my orders to grant Gen, Burgoyne's application for troops to 
garrifon Ticonderoga. I approved of Gen. Burgoyne's motives 
for proceeding from Skeenfborough to fort Edward, I had no reafoii 

todifapprove of any part of his condutft, while under ripy command. 
Examined by other Me??ibers. In general fo conhderable a corps 
fcldom moves without artillery; but the precife number mull de- 
pend on a variety of circumihmces, which the difcrction and judg- Wont fay if 
nient of the commander-mull determine. Every gentleman in this ^^^^,^'^^^p 
houle mud: be a judge whether Gen. Burgoyne's orders to march jj^^. ^^^^^^^^ 
to Albany, were pofitive or not. The orders arc before the Houfc ; 
the Houfe are as competent to judge as I am. I demanded a rein- 
forcement of 4000 men, or at leaft four battalions j only a very 
fmali part were fent out, and part of that arrived late in 1777- 
^i€f. Should you, had you been in Gen. Bui^goyne's lituation, and 

^i^ing- under th^ orders which you knew he received, have thought 

L 2 you r- 
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yourfelf bound to purfue them implicitely, or at liberty to deviatt 
from tbem ? Anf, What 1 would have done, I really don't know; 
the particular iituation, and a man's own particular feelings muli 
determine that point. When fuch queftions are put to me, I flial, 
pray to be eicufed anAvering them, but I will not evade them. 
^ef. Is it your opinion, that the bell: movement Sir Williaa 
Howe could have made for the purpofe of forwarding the executior 
of the orders under vrhich Gen. Burgoyne aifted, would have beei 
to have failed with his army from New York to Chefapeak bay I 
Auf, Had I had the honour to have commanded on that iide, I doni 
know what^ I flioutd have done myfelf. I was fo little informed 
that I could form no judgment of the propriety or impropriety ol 
his conduifr. I had frequent accounts from the whole extent of tht 
inhabited countr}' to Albany, that numbers were ready to join tht 
King's troops, fliould they penetrate fo far, I had alfo informa 
tion that a formidable militia might be raifed to oppofe his I\Li 

jefry's armv- ^^fi» Did you give any advice about employ 
ing the Savages ? Anf I do not recolledt that I faid any thing a 

bout them. 
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Earl of BALeARRAS. 

Called in and Examined hy General Burgoyne, I^Iay 2'jfh, ^779* 

Commanded the Britifli light infantry attached to Brig. Gen 

Frafer's corps. Gen, Burgoyne and Gen. Frafer lived in friend 

ihip and confidence. Gen. Frafer was in general confulted. Gen 

Frafer's proportion of artillery was according to his own requifition 

Of his corps about i^o killed and wounded at Huberton'; the ene 

my that day certainly behaved with great gallantry ; the na 
ture of the country, our fatigue, the care of our wounded, &c 
prevented farther purfuit. The adtion was on the 7th of July ; 
and Gen, Frafer's corps rejoined the army on the 9th at Skeenfbo 
rough. Between that day and the march to fort Edward, we wen 
riUer-'"'* making roads to fort Anne. Had the enemy maintained the poll 01 

the afcent to Pitch Pine plains in the march from fort Anne to foU 
Edward, artillery would have been of great ufe in diflodging them. 

Had they defended Schuylers iflaud, they could not have bcei 
forced without a numerous artillery or heavy lofs. We could noi 
turn that poll: without greatly Hiking our boats and portable maga 
zines. I lived iii habits of intimacy with Gen. Frafer ; his tem- 
per was open, warm, and communicative, but referved in matten 
of confidence. I never heard him exprefs difapprobation at paf 
£ng Hudfon's river ; his corps paiTed it by a bridge conftrutted 

of rafts and boats ; torrents carried it away ; his communicatior 

with the army was cut off; he repaffed the river in boats and fcowS; 

and exprefled his regret at being obliged to return. Had he been 

attacked in repaHing, the only means of fafety muft have been tc 

get under cover of the fire of our artillery. There was a general 

impatience to pafs the river and advance on the enemy. On the 

19th of September, notwithilanding the pafTage of the ravines, and 

the thicknefs of the woods, the column of Gen. Frafer's march, 

jand that of the Britiih line led by Gen, Burgoyne, arrived at theii 

rcfpeftivc 
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refpecElive polls, with great precilion in point of time. The Bn- Batr]^-. Sen. 
tifli were attacked partially at one o'clock; the atftion was general f^"; andud. 
at three, and ended at feven. The nature of the coup.try prevented ''^'^* 
judging what attacks were in force, and what were feints. We re- 

mamed mailers of the field; the enemy behaved with o;rcatob(ii- 
nacy and courage ; it was too dark to purfue with etiecV. The 
Klnp^'s troops took up g-round rather nearer to the enemy the next 

morning. From that time to. the 7th of October, theoutpoilsof Gen. 
Frafer were within half a mile of the enemy's outpous. Nature 
of the country inade reconnoitering very difficult. 7*he encmy'n 

riflemen and irregulars were an overmatch for our Indian?; and 
Provincials. Gen, Frafer's corps to October yth, concinu'illy at 
work, fecurlng their own pofts, and opening the front uj oppoio 
the enemy. When he was wounded, the command of his coipG de- 
volved on me. Two redoubts were erected on our left to cover our 
boats and provitions. After the retreat, the lines were attacked 
with as much fury as the fire of fmall arms can admit. The can- 
non were of very great ufe in repulfing the encmv from my poll. 
The poirelTion of that and Col. Breyman's pof: bv the enemy, would 
have laid open the flank and rear of the camp of our line. We re- 
trciited in the night in good order and without lofs ; were under 
arms in momentary expectation of battle all the Sth ; retreated 
the nip:ht of the 8th in 9"ood order and without lofs; in the day 

and night of the 9th, inccfiiuit rain, roads bad, cattle ncnrly ihirv- 

ed, and the troops forded the Fiflikill, the bridge being dcfcroved by 
the enemy. The troops greatly fatigued. The encmv had a bat- 
tery which commanded the ford over Hudfon's river, i heard a can- 
non Hiot had difcompofed the general's table. When the firlc council 
of war was held, the 13th of Odtober, we could not find a fpot which 
was not expofed to cannon or rifle lliot ; G-':\\, Burc^oyne declared 
he was ready to take the lead in any meafure they fhould think for 
the honour of the Britifii arms; unanimous for trcatin:^ ; G^w, [fn^^n'mnus 
Gates's propofal to lay down our arms in our intrenchmenis rejected i-jiuca:.!-.^. 
with difdain by Gen. Burgovne ; the council of war concurred 
with him; the counterpropofals by Gen. Biirgoync were uilani- 
moufly approved ; when Gen, Gates had agreed to them, but the 
copies not figned, on intelligence in the night by a fpv, Gen. Bur- 
goyne propofed to fufpend the treaty and trufl to events : the 
council were of opinion the public faith was plighted, but thrrc 
was a difference of opinion, and alfo on what might be expcc^lcd 
from the different corps in defperate cafes. After the convention, 
Gates's army pafTed before Generals Burgovne and Phillips in fi- 
Icncc and good order, and at all times when I was oppofed to them 
they fought with great courage and obftluacv. They fecmed 13 or 
14,000 rank and file under arms, excluiu-e of the corps" on the other 
iide of Hudfon's river. 
Kxaintncil hy other jMcmhers^ find hy Gen, Burgoyue occafiona^h^ 

Gen. Burgovne always poflcfled himfelf in every lituatlon of d/.n- 
S^^r and ditficulty, and had the confidence of the army. At Cam- 
bridge they were fatisfied with his efforts to procure them redrcfs, 
and with his profecuting Col. Henley. I never heard any officer 

or foldier exprefs difTatisfadion at his return to England. It w:is 
■their wlfli he fliould go to Europe to Juitify Iv.i ov/u and j;hcir con- 

ducf. 
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duct. He fiiared at nil times the dangers and affliclions in commni 
with cvcrv foldicr ; thev looked on him as their friend, and wouli 
have received him in pcrlbn, or any accounts of him with ever 
niiivk of aftcdion. 

There v.crc no works at the afccnt to Pitch Pine plains, I fpo": 
Tperclv Irom its lituatlon : there misfht have been diiferent whv.t r, 

diflodging' the enemy without attacking that poll:. The rcafon 
icbels never defended their intrenchments was, — they always marcii 
cd out and attacked us. I never heard Gen. Frafer exprefs hi 
approbation of the palling the Hudfon. I had no information ti 
the rebels being ready to decamp after the atlion the 19th of Sep 
tember, or of their baggage being packed up. October 7th our line 
to the right were ilormed and carried. The poflellion of fort Edvvan 
snd the adjoining countr}', cut off the retreat of any garrifon in for 
George, ^fi. Does your lordfliip think it would have been prii 
dent, or jull to brave troops, who had fufFered fevere lofs, to ar 
tack an enemv the morning after that lofs, pofted within intrench 
ments which It was impoilible to reconnoitre r Anf That attemj 

was tried the 7th o{ October, and did not fuccecd. Sji^fi* ^Vcr. 
r.ct the enemy reinforced between the 19th of September, and thi 
7th of October. Anf. I think it is likely -they were. Our M 

v.-as verv" conlidcrable the 19th of September ; numbers of mci 
wounded that day, joined their corps the 7th of October. Thee 
ncmv fought at all times with courage and obftinacy. The advan 
races gained by the enemy proceeded from their local iituation 

and not from want of zeal or bravery in the Britiflx troops ; w 
were taught bv experience that neither their attacks nor refillano 

were to be defpifcd. I commenced my fcrvice in America. Aboti 
the 3d of O^'tobcr, Gen. Burgoyne gave out in orders that power 
fui armies were acting in co-operation with that he had the honoii 
to command. The army looked forward to that co-operation wit! 

1 did not know wc wtrc to cxpe6t no co-operation til 
i-.irer the convention was iigned. Sir William Howe's going to tlii 
ibuihv.-ard was reported in the army before we palTed Hudfon's ri 
'.cr. I never knew that report was confirmed at all. [^Hc -ivouii 

7i{'! /<rv he Kvas furprijed or tiijappoinie^^ or hoth^ ^isjhcn he heard ikci 
: ii)jru or if the army exprejjed thcmfelves pleafcdat the ?/r"L.w.] The op; 
nion I gave in the council of war was, that the corps I commando 
v.cre wrlling and zealous to undertake any enterprize, that Gcii 
Burgovne would be plcafed to employ them upon. ^cfl. W hu 

Our Ger.c- advice was received that Sir Henry Clinton was coming up di' 
r;is for North river did you think the treaty of convention had gone lb fa 
er^^k-ng ^^^^.t it could not be broken ? Auf. I thought and declared thr. 
c- trratv. Q^p, Burgoyne was at full liberty to break off that treaty in th> 

ftagE it then wa3, and I could not conceive the public faith was cr. 
gaged until the treaty was actually ligned and exchanged. Sj^cji 
\Vhethci Gen. Burgoyne, Gen. Phillips, and Brigadier Hamiltoi 
did rot coincide ;vith you in your opinion ? Anf, Gen. Burgoym 

v/as of mv (.-pinion ; I hope the other members will foon be in a li 

lion to declare theirs. After that queflion was decided, tli 
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concurrence for hgning the convention was unanimous.- The ac 
t'oi'nt of the Highlands being taken, and of Sir Henry Clinton' 
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coming Up the Noith ilver, was firll known in the Ri2;hL of the 
i6di Odiobtr. 
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Captain MON E Y. 

JLxamlned ly Or/!, B/a-^oyfic. 

I WAS deputy quarter maftcr general umler the cominand of (ren. 
Buri^oync in 1777 ; after Ivicut. Col. Carlcron rctunied to 
Canada I was fuperior officer in that department. The woods were 
fo thick it was iinpoiliblc to reconnoitre the countrv without a par- 
ty; I always had one fent with me. The army was 6 or 7 dn^ys in 
nuiking the road from Skcenfborough to fort Anne j between fort 
Anne and fort Edward we were not delayed an hour, the rebels h;id 
:idc a very good road. The poflcilion of the countrv about fort 
EJvvard prevents getting ot artillery or llores trom fort George, 
hat airarrifon mitrht i^et throu"'h the woods. Had the armv ''one 
bv lake George, 3 or 400 battcaux muft have been earned up (3utof 
Like Champlain to lake George ; drawing 400 h-atteaux over land 4ro h?x- 
would have delayed the army a fortnight longer than they were <!iQ,~ ^''^"■'^ '"^' 
hved, i was alfo commiilarv of horfe : I t<)ok orders, and report- \ K V-'^'^^ ^ 
ed to Gen. hurgoync and C::en. rhilhps : the orders were mvari- 
iably prccife and prclhng to forward the provifions : at Ducr camp 
lAuj^aUt the i8th, pofitive orders were ifilied againft any Ouicer tak- 
■intr horfes or cattle from the pn)vilit>n train : and carrvini'- mer- 
chandlfe, 7iwi\ e-vc?i f /alerts JIo'ts and ^j^tot'j ^^t^o-.to-^ politivcly for- 
bidden till the tranfport of provilions ihould he over ; and 
nro barrels of Madeij*a and two barrels of rum were fcized and lent 
to the hofpital. About the end of Augutl I heard G^w. Burgoyne 
fiiyto Gen. Phillips and Col. Carleton, that one month's provilions 
ivould be worth £* 100,000 to Great Ijrltain. Authority was given 
to buy or hire ox teams, and all draught cattle taken were appro- 
priated to the tranfportlng provilions : onlv rSo carts, and be- 
tween 20 and 30 ox carts could be muilered ; thefe would carry a- 
bout 4 days provilions : from accidents of weather and roads, and 
tired ftate of cattle, fometlmes only one days provilions could be 
brought in a day : took 6 hours to draw a batteaux from fort George 
to fort Edward. The carts were unloaded at fort Edward, the 
contents embarked in batteaux, thefe were unloaded at upper falls of 
fort jMiller, and a fecond time unloaded at the lower falls : the horfes 
v.'ere too feeble to bring forward the daily provifions to fort Miller : 
iJcptcmbcr ilf, 30 horfes were ufelefs from fatigue: the artlUcry 
b:id a feparate contraft for horfes : we could not have collected a 
month's provilions fooner, without the utter ruin of the contract 
horfes. On 19th September, the enemy's (ii'e much heavier than 
ever I faw it any where, Linlefs at fort Anne : the 20th, 21 if, and 
t>2d rca:iments were cn";a<'-ed iVom 'x afternoon till 7 evenintr, the 
rebels had 9 regiments tjppofed to the 3 Britiih : when the 62d rcgi- Afr 
nicnt came out of ai'lion, thev vvero not 100 rank and file; next tion igtU 
morning the 3 regnnents were not in condition to go upon any fer- ^^1*^* ^-^ 
vice whatever. 'i"he encmv "ave way verv often, and finally about ^'^^^' "°^ 

- •> \ \ XT ■>• i_i' r T< 1 I Ar- 1 rco men. 

/oelock. Not practicable to purlue. rrom that '.\.\y to Oaober 
?th I was often out reconnoitering. The enemy*s right were poll- 
ed 
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cu on a hill very near the river, on the top a flrong- breafl wnii, 
nr the foot r.n r-bbntrics ; as there are no general officers, or older 
Oi^'cers than myfelf from the army, I hope that no military man 
\viil thir:» me prefumiiig", to have attacked thefe works would have 
rifKtfd the lofs of the whole army, and with little probabilit-v of 
fjccefs. I never faw the left wing till taken prifoner. On the yth 
of October the rebels advanced to attack our left ; I was aftoniOicd 
to hear their fliot fiv fo thick, after our cannonade had lafted a qvur- 
ter of an hour. I did net fee the Britifli grenadiers forced back, I 
law them taking" a different pofition, feveral broke their ranks, k-t 
on fome aid de camps calling to them for fliame to continue their 
r^nks, thev miirchcd to their (Lation in good order ; a battalion of 
Gvrrr.an* Brunfwickers on the leit of the artillery went off as foon as the fir- 
ri'.nOci. 7. jj^cr began, and I did not fee a man left behind on the ground : af- 
ter forae difticulty that battalion Was brought to make a fland in the 
rear, but in no order. I did not fee Gen, Reidefel endeavour to 
f:op that battalion, but I faw an aid de camp of his and a brigadier 
miijor with their fwords drawn keeping them up , afterwards I faw 
Gen. Reidefel on the right of the artillery with the battalion perfect- 
Iv formed. This battalion ofivin^ wav contributed to the lofs of 

the aciion ; but before Sir Francis Clarke died of his wounds, h 

to\6. me he received his wound in bringing orders for the artillery 
and detachment to return to the camp, and to his being wounded 
I attribute the lofs of the artillery, if not the lofs of the army. 
There was an entrenched ground on the left of the rebels that com- 
manded their whole camp and lines ; if the army had got poffellion 
of that ground I believe the rebels would not have ilaid one hour 
in their camp. Gen. Arnold forefeeing that, marched out 061:ober 
rth, wi;hout orders from Gen. Gates. He alfo advifed the going 
out to meet Gen. Burgoyne and engaging him before he approach- 
ed the lines ; the reafon was. If Gen. Burgoyne fliould ever come 
near enough to ufe his artillery, he would certainly take their 
ramp, and in that cafe their troops would never ftand any where; 
buL though they fliould be defeated in the woods, their troops 

would rafter that have confidence in their works. 

Kxa7n-neJ hy other Metnhers^ arid hy Gen, Burgoyne occaJlonaWy 

The army entertained a very high opinion of Gen. Burgoyne's con- 
duct ; he had the full confidence of the army to the lafl moment; 

alter the dcfcrtion of Ticonderoga it was not thought the rebels 
would ftand any where. The reafon for the Bennington expedition 
r>.-l3" to ju the general orders Augufl: 17th Ducr camp, was to provide a 
^'i ''~..^^\- fapply of cattle to enable the army to proceed without waiting for 
tro.iiO.i,. j-i^cir magazines- The army remained till the 13th September be- 
fore they crofied Hudfon^s river, to bring fonvard provilions and 
artillery, to enable the general to give up his communication. Tin! 
amiy thought it their duty to proceed and fight the rebels. We 
never foraged to the right of the camp at Freeman's farm. On Oc- 
tober 7th v.'hilc the troops were in the field, Gen. Frafer ordered 
the boatmen and drivers of his brigade to forage in the rear of the 
troops. On the 5th of October Gen. Frafer mentioned to me that 
there was forage to the right of his camp ; but the ground on which 
it was, was then in poffefiion of the rebel advanced poll.^ If ^^ 
troops had arrived at New York time enough to have enabled Sii* 

H-nry 
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Henry Clinton to have come up the North river a week fooner, 
our army would not have been loll. I never heard any of the offi- 
cers fay Gen. Burgoyne had a£ted wrong, but many faid if he had 
retreated when Sir Henry Clinton was coming up the North river, 
the army would never have forgiven him, nor would he ever havfi 
foro^iven himfelf. \He i^otihl not mention the opl^iion of the rebels on 
Gen, Ho've^s expcditio7i to Pennfyhvania^ ywr the language of the mlU- 
tary at Neiv To7'k on thatfuhjeBl. Sir JV^llliajn Ho-tve ohjeiled to fucb 

{jue/iions,'] IF the army had taken the route on the call: fide of 

Hudfon's river, part of the way was a fwamp, and they could not 

have marched near enough to have covered the proviiion batteaux 

from the rebel force on the v/cfl: fide. The army expected a co-ope- Bnrgoync's 

ration irom Sir William Howe on the North river from the order ^^"^X ^-^- 

ivcn out by Gen. Burgoyne at Freemen's farm. From fort Edward ^'^ ,\^ -^ ^"* 

troops might certainly carry provifions fufficient for the march to 
Albany ; but there was no palling the Hudfon well without a bridge 
of boats ; and I think the delay of carrying boats, and throwing 
abridge over, would have more than confumed fuch proviiion as 
they could have carried with them. Had the army got to Albany 
we fliould have found a number of loyal fubje^ls to have joined, 
and done every thing in their power to have eftabliftied the army at 
dmt place. The army could not have reached Albany by taking a 
circuit and avoiding the fwamps on the cafi: fide of the river ; for 
the enemy being on the oppofite iliore, w^ould have oppofed the paf- 
faille of the army, the river at Albany being three times the width 
it is at Saratoga. 
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Earl of HARRINGTON- 

Examined hy Gen, Burgoyne. June ijl^ 1779- 

I WAS captain of the 29th grenadiers, and fupernumerary aid 
de camp. At Huberton the enemy at firft fiiowed great fpirlt, 
but they gave way in great confufion when the Bntifh troops rufli- 
ed on them with their bayonets ; not pradticable to purfue farther ; 
we ran fome rifk in purfuing fo far. In July was prefent at a coun- 
cil with the Indians jnft arrived under Major Campbell and Mr. Gen. Bur- 
St. Luc, and had been at a former council at lake Champlain ; goync pro- 
Gen. Burgoyne forbid fcalping except the dead, which they infift- hibited 
ed on doing ; he offered rewards for prifbners, and enjoined good ^^^^P'"£* 
treatment. "Soon after a party of the enemy lying in ambufli with 
adefign of taking or kiirmg Gen, Burg:oyne in vifiting an out pofl 
near fort Anne, weretaken by the Indians ; a captain then taken, 
!ind priforiers brought in by them on many occafions, declared they 
W been ufed with much humanitv* On the murder of Mifs 
Macllea, Gen. Burgoyne at a council, Gen. Frafcr affifling, threa- 
tened the culprit with death, and many of us feared he would put 
It m execution ; policy alone prevented it ; had not the man been 
pardoned, I imagine the Indian's would have gone over to the ene- 
^y. They were rellrained from going out without a Brltifli officer 
^vho was to .be refponfible for their condudi:. Gen. Burgoyne told 
Mr. St. Luc, that he would rather lofe every Indian than connive 
« their enormities. At fort Edward many quitted the army with- 
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out leave, caufed by the reftraint upon their cruelties and habits i 
Bennington plunder. The expedition to Bennington, and Lieut. Col. Baum 
ciped:tion appointment, were Gen. Reidefel's wifli, Capt. Frafer's corps fci 
Rcidefel s ^j.j^ ]^^j^ w^rt in high elteem for their gallant behaviour on all o 

Gallons ; they were volunteers from the Britifh regiments. Co 
Baum was fatisfied with his llrength ; on receiving a letter froi 
him in the night, Col. Breyman was immediately ordered to marc 
and fupport him, being the corps nearell him. I never heard Gei 
Frafer difapprove palling the Hudfon. I never heard it doubtc 
but that we were to force our way to Albany. No army could \ 
in higher fpirits at that time, more eager to advance, or more d( 
lirous to engage. Had Gen. Burgoyne halted at fort Edward, h 
character would not have ftood very high either with the army, th 

country, or the enemy. 

On the 19th of September, the army marched in three columns 
the German line flanking the artillery and baggage purfued tli 
courfe of the river through the meadows, and formed the left C( 

lumn : the Britifh line marched parallel to it, at fome dillanci 
through the woods, and formed the centre column : Gen. Frafer 

corps, with the grenadiers and light infantry of the Germans, wci 
obliged to make a large detour through the woods, and formed tl: 
right column. Farther on the right were flanking parties of ligl 
infantry and provincials : the country was interfedled by the deej 

eil: ravine I ever faw. The advanced party, the picquets of the centi 
column commanded by Major Forbes, exploring the- way by whic 
the column was to pafs,- fell in with a confiderable body of the n 
bels pofted in a houfe and behind fences, which they attacked, an 
after a great deal of fire, nearly drove in the body of the rebels 
but on finding the woods quite round them filled with the enenii 
they were obliged to retire to the main body. Gen. Frafer on ti 
firing detached two companies to fupport Major Forbes, on the 
appearing the enemy quitted their poft, and the whole line was ii 
ftantly formed with the utmoil regularity ; I do not include tl 
left column^ the Germans, who did nor come up till late in i\. 

Actioti at day. The adHon lafted from 3 o'clock till near 8. The 20th, 21I 
Stillwater and 62d Britifh were engaged moft of that time ; the enemy fougi 
Sept. 19. Ycry obflinately ; different attempts were made by the general's 0; 

ders to charge the enemy with bayonets, but all failed from tli 
heavinefs of the rebel fire and thicknefs of the woods, except tli 
laft, when the Britifh troops finally drove them out of the fielt 
The Germans came up in time to give the enemy three volleys, 
heard their coolnefs and fleadinefs highly praifed. I do not reco 
led: our lofs. The three Britifh regiments T apprehend were m 
in a condition to attack next morning, nor for the next ten dav 
Had the army moved to gain the left of the enemy's entrenchmenti 
before the redoubts were raifed that commanded the plain near th 
river, the batteaux, floras, and hofpitals would have been expofe 
to attack ; as would the bridge of boats for foraging on the ea 
fide of the river, forage being fcarce on the welt iide. The brid^ 
was finifhed in one night, the tete da pont and other works too 
fome days. The general mentioned to me his expeflatlon that 
Sir Efenry Clinton fucceeded in forcing the highlands, the enem 

muft abandon tjieir entrenchments without fighting. Oa Oi^be 
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yth, I carried orders to Major Gen. Phillips at the end of the ac- 
tion, to draw back the detachment as foon as pofiibic to the camp, 
the enemy having turned both their flanks. This duty was committed 
to Gen. Phillips, while Gen. Biirgoyne returned to take mcafures for 
the defence of the camp. I met Sir Francis Clarke as I was Icarchlng 
for Gen. Phillips ; I acquainted him with my orders, and wiflicd 
he would affift me, that no time might be loil ; that was the lait 
time I faw Sir Francis ; foon after he received the wound of which 
he died. In the heat of the aftion, when the Germans were giv- -^^i"*^" Ol- 
ing way on the left of the Britifli artillery, Gen. Rcidefel appear- 
ed to me to a6l as a brave and intelligent oiHcer, On our return 
the camp was attacked as Gen. Burgoyne had forcfccn. Soon af- 
ter the enemy got round the right or our camp, we cxpccled an 
attack on our rear, and I was difpatched to Brigadier Gen, Ha- 
milton to order the works in the rear to be manned with all the 
foldiers that could be fpared from the defence of the front. The 
iiril: intelligence of Col. Breyman's being killed and his poft 

carried, was from an officer, who feeing a number of men round 
the fires of that poft, took them for Germans it was fo dark, and did 
not difcover his error till he w^as fired upon, they proving a party 
of the enemy who had forced the works. Gen. Burgoyne ufed his 
utmoft efforts to rally the Germans and recover Col. Breyman's 
poft, but without effe6l, from the darknefs of the night, and the 
entire confulion in which they were ; no other troops could be fpar- 
ed, every regiment was occupied in defence of its own lines, which 
were certainly not overmanned. 

The night of OiStober 7th, the army retreated in good order, 
and took a new pofition by day light : they were under arms all 

the 8th, in continual expectation of aftion ; were cannonaded great- 
eft part of the day, and the advanced corps polled on a hill, were 
under an almoft continual fire of the rifle men of the enemy. At 
Gen. Frafer's funeral on the afternoon of that day, the redoubt in 
which he w^as buried was ver)' heavily cannonaded during the cere^ 
mony, and even previous to this they fired at thofe attending the 
corpfe on its way thither, which I fuppofe was accidental : all the 
generals and their aid de camps attended. The retreat on the night 
of the 8th, and on the day and part of the night of the 9th, was 
made in perfect good order. The 9th was exceeding wet, and the 
troops much fatigued. I faw a corps of the enemy in force oppo- 
fue Saratoga; they had a battery that commanded the ford on 

Hudfon's river ; the general and other gentlemen at dinner were 

obliged to remove findfng themfelves In the range of that batterv. 
Lieut. Col. Sutherland was recalled with his detachment from re- 
pairing the bridges and roads, on apprehenfion of an action. Our 
Icouts reported the enemy were in polTcIIion of both fides of the v\i 
verbetween Saratoga and fort Edward. Gen. Burgoyne mentioned f^'^n- Bur- 
forcing the ford over Hudfon's river, of cutting away through £"^"^'^1'''°' 
the enemy's ridit, and attemptinc: a rapid march to Albany, or by P^^^^^^^^^^5 
3 night march to gam the fords jibove tort iidward. It Gen. Phil- w 
lips had offered to make his way with a body of troops to I'icondc- 
ff>ga I think I fliould have heard of it. Since I came to England 
I heard he offered to attempt an cfcape through the woods with one 
Or two guides %q defend Ticonderoga. The day before the council 
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\ras called the frate of the army was as bad as pofiible ; numbfr 
few, provifions fliort, pofition not a good one owing to the natun 
of the countrv, one hill overtopping another to the diil:ance o 
feme miles- Our fituation in the opinion of every one did not en 
title us to better terms ; i'ew expelled fo good. 

Exainined hy other Members^ and by Gen, Eurgoyne occafionaWj 
Numbers of Indians left the army at different limes ; fome were oi 
the Bennington expedition ; there was no officer in the army o 
fufScient rank to have commanded fuch an expedition, who hade 
rer been in that part of the country ; many of the provincials or 
that expedition were of that very country. On palling the Hiidfoi 
the army did not doubt of reaching Albany : I dont know whethei 
Fortifying the general doubted It. Benveen the 19th September and 7 th Oc 

amp trom ^ober, the army was flrengthening its polition ; 5 or 6 redoubt; 

\a' ^S' ^° were erected, the ^efe du pont^ lines before the camp, and outworki 

to the lines. My fituation did not entitle me to receive intelli 
crence. It was underllood the rebels fuffered more than the Kina:'; 
troops on the 19th Sept. I apprehend the whole rebel army wai 
not engaged: their array was fo numerous, their lofs was not fell 
as ours. The fcarcity of forage was not foreleen in the extent uf 
experienced. I never heard the 1400 horfes were thought too nu 
merous, even a fcarcity was complained of. We loll fome fmal 
part of the heavy aitiller}^, the reft was brought back to Saratoga 
the army appeared to retreat as espeditioully as pollible. I caunoi 
conceive leaving the artiiler)' would have made a difference of \ 
miles in the march. ^e_ft. Were the heavy artilleiy, in effed, o^ 
any ufe in the retreat ? Afif, As it happened they were of no othci 

than that of not being turned agairift us. If fpiked, I underHam 

fpikes are eafily removed, and almofl impollible with fuch tools ai 
are carried with an army to knock off the trunnions of brafs can 
non. I do not remember the baggage being any impediment in oui 
retreat. The intelligence of Col. St. Leger*s failure arrived ir 
Augull I think : I dont recollect if before palling the Hudfon. Il 
the battle expefted at Saratoga had been on the plain, our heavicH 
artillery* would have given us a manifeft fuperiority in that parti 
cular. The franfport of batteaus and provifions could not hav( 
been carried on without the number of horfes we had. The arm) 
had, and I believe ilill have a confidence in their general : thert 
never was an army more defervedly pleafed with the conduct ol 

their general. The American artillery was ferved flowly, but nol 
ill. Our retreat I thought was impracticable either with or with- 
out artillcr}'. From Saratoga to Albany may be 32 miles, the 

country ftrong, woody, and a great number of hills : Albany ii 

in a bottom very much commanded. At Albany muil: have drawn 
our fubMence from New York, if not mafters of the Mohawls 
country- As matters have turned out, it certainly might have beec 
better to have returned after the engagement of the 19th Sept. 
than to have llaid and fortified the camp, but I believe no one 
thought fo at that time. 
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Major FORBES, 

Calleil in a7id exam'ned hy General Burgoytie. 

I Was Major of the 9th regiment. Near fort Anne at lialt paft 
10 in the morning the enemy attacked us in front with a heavy Action at 
and well diretfted fire : a large body of them paiTed the creek on the J;"''^ '^/'"« 
left, and from a thick wood fired acrofs it on our left f.ank : they J^''^' ^^^' 
then began to recrofs the creek, and attack us in rear : it now be- 
came neceiTary to change our ground to prevent being furroundc^! , 
uetook poll on the top of a high hill on our right ; here they at- 
tacked us very vigoroufly for two hours, and they would have 
forced us, had not fome Indians come up : the rebels loon 
after gave way. September 19th I commanded the BritiHi pic- 
quets, I was attacked with great vigour from behind ruilcJ fences 
and a houfe, by rifle men and light infantry : I was wounded very 
early : Gen. Burgoyne brought up the Britifli line tc^ fupport mc, 
and formed at the firft opening of the wood : Gen. Fralcr's corps 
arrived precifely in time to occupy the heights on the right of the 
Britifli line when the adtion begun, and lent two companies of i^ght 
Infantry to my fupport : as foon as the 9th regiment came out of 
the wood, they filed to the right, at a fmall diftance from the left of 
Gen. Frafer's corps, with orders to occupy two houfes, one company 
In each, and defend them to the laft extremity. The 2 if" and 
62d on our left were attacked about 3 o'clock ; at the fame time a 
great deal of firing to my right with the advanced corps: anoliiccr 
informed Gen. Burgoyne the enemy were endeavouring to turn 

the left of the 62d ; on which the 20th was formed on their h^ft. 

Some light infantry coming then to occupy the ground of the gtli ; 

it was ordered behind a deep ravine, as a corps de referre : I faw 

nothing after that. Before the atStion, the 9th regiment was 250 

and odd, rank aud file fit for duty. The four regiments about 

noo, and the advanced corps under Gen. Frafer 1200. The 24th 

regiment was with the advanced corps; fix companies of the 47th 

guarding the batteaux and provilions ; two v/ith the advanced 

corps ; one company at fort George, and another in an ifland in 

lake George, ^cji. How many of the 1 100 of the line were killed 

and difabled in the adion ? Anf, I heard the furgeon fay, there Hsif the 

were more than 500 of the whole in the hofpital ; I can't fay how Hritiih line 



many were killed. From my wounds I did not loin the resrimcnt till l^'*^^"^ "'" 

■ " - - ^ _ - _ _ ^ _ _ _ _ -• wounded 

would have been imprudent to have attacked an enemv in intrench- " 



the 8th of October, but feveral officers fald from the lofs that day, It 



ments alter the aiftion. Being m the hofpital I know feveral men 

recovered fo as to do duty the 7th of 0(!^ober. We got back to 
Saratoga at 8 at night of the 9th. The troops had been under 
arms, without repofe or regular refreflmient from the 7th in the 
Jnorning : there was a great deal of firing in the rear, and we con- 
ftantly looked for an attack- The battery on the other fide of the 
nver at Saratoga commanded the ford: the ground on our fide 

Would not have enabled our artillery to filcncc that battery. Could 
we have pafled that ford, yet on our march to fort Edward we muft 
liave pafied Battenkill ford, which could not be done without artil- 
'cry to cover us, the enemy being polfcd on the other fide; the 

20th 



9^ Kviamicc of Major Forces, 

loih regiment without an enemy to oppofe them, took a confidera- 
ble tiinn to pafs that ford, owing to the depth of the water, ra- 
pidit}' of the current, and the ftoncs fo flippcry that feveral men 
fell into the river. At the councils of war Gen. Burgoyne men- 
tioned his readinefs to undertake any meafure they fliould think hr 

the honour of the Britiih arms. The council was unanimous to 
treat ; Gen. Gates's firfl terms were unanimoufly rejedted ; when 
it was decided by the majority that the treaty could not be fufpcnd- 
ed without a breach of public faith, it was unanimoufly figned. 

'Rxam'ned hy other Members^ and by Gen, Burgoyne occajloiialh. 

I do not know the rebel camp was completely intrenched Se])tcmber 
the 19th ; I underilood they completed it afterwards. Did not 
hear the}- received confiderable reinforcements between the 19th of 
September and October 7th. I can't fay how many of the 500 
wounded joined the army. The army could have defended thcin- 
felves longer at Saratoga had they had more proviiions. After the 
action September 19th, had I known of Sir Henry Clinton's let- 
ter mentioning attacking the Highlands, I iliould not have thought 
Had Gen. either a retreat or immediate attack advifeable. AVe expeded a co- 
Ho-A-e CO- operation from Sir William Howe on the North river. I think it 
Ge^r'sj'r ^^^ William Howe had operated on the North river, inftead of 
rov-.e had o^i^S ^^ Philadelphia by Chefapeak, Gen. Burgoyne's army would 
been fared, "not have been made prifoners. I did not expert great oppofitioii 

after taking Ticonderoga. A co-operation was generally talked of 
in the army ; but not by authority till early, in Odobcr. 
Had Sir Henry Clinton's operations on the North river taken pkce 
in time, they might have been attended with very good confequen- 

ces; good effeds have accrued from powerful diverlions. Sl^cjl, 
What eifed; had it on the fpirits of Gen. Burgoyne's army when 
they found there was to be no co-operation between them and tbe- 
army of Sir William Howe ? jinj. We never knew but there was 
to be a co-operation. 
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Captain BLOOMFIELD 

Of the Artillery, 

Called in and Examined hy General Burgoyne, 
Was Major of Brigade of the Royal Artillery. In 1776 Ger. 
Phillips recommended to demand a farther fupply of artillery 
and ftores for equippinor gun boats, and for the boats to be fent out 
in frame work. Sir Guy Carleton approved of the ftores and ar- 
tiller}^ but difapproved of the boats being fent out. I lived chiefly 
with Gen. Phillips : I have no doubt but he muft have determined 
the proportion of artiller}-. The light brigade went by Skeenfbo- 
^Amnrry rough, the park brigade and ftores by lake George. The heavieil 
Jtcc:h£ . artillery was left behind. Left at Ticonderoga, 6 heavy twelve- 
pounders, I light ditto, 4 light three's, 4. royal mortars and n 
cohorns. Left on board the Royal George j 2 hea\y twenty-fours, 
2 thirtecn-inch mortars, 2 ten-inch, 4 eight-iiich, 5' royal mortars, 
and 8 cohorns. Sent back to St. John's in the Rade^u, 14 heavy 
nventy-fours, 2 eight-inch howitzers. Left at fort George, 4 me- 
dium t^velvcs, 2 light fixes, z eight-inch and 2 royal howitzers. 

With 
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With Col. St. Lco;er, 2 liG;ht fixes, 2 li;j[ln threes, and 4 cohorns. 
Left at St. John's, 4 li[(ht fixes, 5 lis^ht threes, and 4 cohora 
mortars. The quantity brounht forward with the army were, 4. 
medium twelve-pounders, 2 light twenty-fours, 18 light fixes, 6 
light threes, 2 eighteen-inch howitzers, 4 royal howitzers, 2 eight- 
inch mortars, and 4 royal mortars. All thefe were properly field 
ardllery ; heavy artillery is of a dlllinct nature, and much 
heavier than the guns of the fame calibre which we had in the 
army. Our light field artillery did riot exceed Che lifual proportion. 
The ufe, to dillodge the enemy from fuch polls as every where pre- -sj-pceintv 
fent themfelves in that country, and from which it may be impolfi- \^^ heavy 
ble to diilodge them without heavier artillery than fix-pounders. aitill(;iy. 
The pofuion at Schuyler's ifland, the pan:rj;cs of Hudfon's river 
and Battenkill, the pofition at the Forks of the Mohawk river, had 
they been defended, would have required the park of artiller)- : had 
the army reached Albany, and encamped there for the winter, 
there can be no doubt that heavy artillery would have been necef- 
fary. Howitzers and fmall mortars are of infinite fervice againfl 
log work abbatties, and againfl intrenchments : fmall mortars par- 
ticularly againll redoubts, and where the enemy are within a fmali 
fpace, I do not conceive the tranfport of artillery interfered with 
that of the provifions. To bring the artillery from fort George to 
the bridge over the Hudfon, required no more time than was ne- 
ccfTary for the carriages themfelves to pafs that diihuice. Before 
Oftober 7th had the army moved to gain the enemy's left, without 
previoufly conftructing redoubts on the heights that commanded 

the plain, the batteatix, provifions, and hofpital, would have been 
left open to attack from the enemy's right ; the largell: guns wc had 
were exadlly adapted to that fervice. Ot^tobcr yth the artillery was 
polled on a cleared fpot furroundcd by woods, the fkirts of which, on 
our left, where the attack firll began, was diflant about 200 yards : Battle 0(3:. 
The 2 medium twelve-pounders were on a fmall eminence near the 7th. 
center of this cleared fpot, between the German picqucts and a de- 
tachment of the Heffe Hanau regiment : on the enemy's column ap- 
proaching, the fire of the twelve-pounders and 4 fixes was directed 
to it, notwithflanding which they drew up behind the trees, along 
the fkirts of the wood, and after driving in the Germans, kept a 
warm fire of mufquetry oxi the guns and troops polled about them : 
Soon after I heard a firing on the right, towards a cleared fpot, fe- 
parated from us by a wood, on which the light infantry were 
polled on very commanding ground : on their retreating, as alfo 
the 24th regiment, who were in the wood on our right, the enemy 
appeared on an cniinence on our right, and cut off the retreat of 
the artillery : at this moment, about 20 minutes after the a£lion 

Commenced, I was wounded, and can give no farther account of 
that day's adlion. 

Examined hy other Members, The horfes attached to the Britifli 
artillery before paffing the Hudfon were about 400. Eighteen 6- 
pounders at 4 horfes each, 6 threes at 3 horfes each, 2 royal ho- 
witzers at 3 each ; remainder for park artillery, ammunition and 
ftores. After palling fort Edward our oats did not load a waggon ; 
We were obliged to collect forage in the neighbourhood of the en- 
campment. The park of artillery remained at fort Edward no lon- 

- ' ger 
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g-er t{iah necelTary ; it would hare anfwercd no end to hive move 
before the bridge was thrown overHudfon's river. If the heavy par 
sirtillery had not attended the army, it would have made a difFerenc 
of237horfes, but I cannot anfwer whether the army was furniflie 
with carts to have employed thofe ^37 horfes. 
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LiEtJT. Col. KINGSTON. 

Called in anri ExamhieJ hy Gen, Burgoyne, June 3^, 1 779. 

Served as adjutant-general under Gen. Burgoyne, and alfo a 
fecretarv*. I looked on myfeif as in the entire confidence of thi 
o^ene-ral. No order frem Gen. Burg"oyne for any augmentation c 
the artillery went thro' me, nor did I ever hear of any fuch ordci 
being qiven. I believe Gen. Burgoyne had t.he greateil confidenc; 
Arullcr;.- \n the knowledge and abilities of Gen. Phillips, and that the pro 

porrion of artillery had been arranged between General Phillip; 

cTrlcton &:' ^^^ ^^*' ^"^7 Carleton, at the time the latter expedted to com' 
Fhiiiins. mand the expedition. As to the incumbrances of the bag- 
gage. General Burgoyne ilTued orders, May 30th, 177/5 s( 
?*Iontreal, for the regiments to leave behind, their blanker coat;, 
legging, and all baggage that could be fpared infummer ; and thai 
the officers fliould not encumber the fervice with more baggage 
than might be abfolutely neceffary for a campaign, where the move- 
ments were espe(51ed to be fudden and alert. July 12th, orders 
were again iffued at Skeenfborough, '* that the injunAion refpedini!; 
officers baggage not having been complied with, warning is now 
given to fend back by the battcaux all baggage not indifpenfably 
iieceilary ; or upon the firft fudden movement, it 'mufl: inevitably 
be left upon the ground." July tSth, Gen, Burgoyne wrote to 
Gen. Reidefel that, the baggage of the Britifti officers was already 
fent back ; and that many of them had only retained a fmall tent 
and one cloak bag ; and prefled Gen. Reidefel to take mcafurcs 
that the order might have due force. As to horfes. Gen, Phillips 
applied to Gen. Burgoyne June 4th, at Montreal, for horfes for 
the ammunition carriages and field artillery, flating that as on the 
flrictefl information none were to be had on the route nearer 'than 
Albany, and even when there it would require time to get them ; 
that if Canada was not to fumifh them upon corvees, there were 
but two modes of procuring them 5 one by purchafing, the other 
by contraft ; the firfi: was difficult, uncertain, and liable to great im- 
pofition, and the expence uncertain ; that he had feen this mode 
attempted and fail ; that the contradting for them, was a more fim- 
pie and certain plan. 
N;ii:iber of The coramiirary-general*s calculation of horfes and carriages for 
carn?.se5_ convcying 50 days provifions for io,ooo men was, 1125 carts, i 
ar.G norici. j^Qj^gg ^o a cart, in all for carts 2250 horfes ; allowing 3 lb. to the 

ration, and 800 lb. to the cart load. Gen. BurEfoyne's letter W 
Sir Guy Carleton, July 7th 1777, required only 500 carts witn 
2 horfes each, and ftates this requifition as much below what wouU 
be adequate to the fervice,and would barely carry 14 days provifions; 
Gen. rhillips demanded 400 horfes for the artillery ; and even then 

There remained unprovided for, thetranfport of battcaux from bke 

George 
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George to Hudfon's river, the carriage of the tents of the army, 
and many other contingencies. 

July ifl:, ftrength of regular troops at the highcUj at the open- 
ing of the campaign, rank and file, fit for duty; Eiirlfli 3576, Numnerof 
Germans 2919, total 6495. Britilh artillery 257, German 100, Caiiadj ar- 
recruits 1^4, total 51 1. Canadians 148 ; Provincials 8^, but they ^*>'* 
incrcafcd afterwards ; Indians between 3 and 400, September :^d, 
ailuitional companies joined the Britilli, nboi;t 300 m.cn ; but from 
kilicd and wounded, and the garrifon left at TieonJcrogii, the army 
was at no time equal to its lirll number. Garrifon of Ticonde- 
roga, 462 Britifli, rank and file ; 448 Germans, in all 910. Gen. 
Reidcfel was detached towards CalUetown, to protedt our wound-d 
at Huberton, to alarm Connecticut, and to encourage the loyal 

inhabitants. Gen. Burgoyne*s letters to Gen. Harvey arc explana- 
tory of the motives on which he aCtcd. 

Firfl: Letter, dated Mofitreal^ Mtiy lO/Z', 1777. " I have rca- 
" fon to be fatisfied with all that has been done, and with 7noji 
" things that are doing. The preparations under the direction of 
" Gen, Phillips have been executed with a diligence, precifion, and 
" forefight, that entitle him to the fulleil prajfe. I fliall give all 
" poffible jealoufy on the fide of Connecticut, to make their forces 
" cautious of leaving their own frontiers, but I fhall make no 
" movement that can procrallinate my progrefs to Albany. I had Gen. Biw- 
" the mortification to find the whole dciign of the campaign handed 2'^}'"^ - lu- 
" about at Montreal, almofl: as accurately as if copied from the 17".V', 
"Secretary of Stale's letter. By me not a man has been let ' ■'' 
" into the fecret. Sir Guy Carlcton I am confident has been equally 
" fecret. I am led to doubt this imprudence has been committed 
" from private letters from England ; and willi vou would afk 
" my friend d'Oylc)'*, who he can fufpccl: to be fo unguarded ; it 
" is not of great confequencc except as to St. Lcger's expedition; 
" but fuch a trick may be moll: prejudicial in other cafes, and 
" Il)ould be o'uarded as.ainlK" 

Second Letter, dated Camp 07t ihe Borrpfrf^ near Lake Charuplahi^ 
June 22ei, enumerates the difiicultics that impeded their pro- 
grefs ; and among others, the inacavity, and fometinies difobc- 
(iicncc of the Canadians. 

Third Letter, diitcd 'S^ccnJhoroTi;^^, Jn^y i i/A, on the local rank 
of the lieutenent colonels ; contrai'l for liorfes and carriages ; embar- 
raifments, &:c. and the inailivity and defertion of the Canadi- 
}^ corvee. 

The army in marching by Skecnfborough was a head of the pro- 
Tifions, which went by lake Geortre. On the nrft arrival at fort 
Wward, and previous to the roads being mended, little more 
provifion arrived than for immediate confumption. I never faw an 
ofiicer more attentive to his duty than Sir Francis Clarke, he wa? 
always exceedingly accurate^ (produces Sir Francis's memorandum 

N book, 

* This piece of treachery m'ght fpriug frcm cppnfitio7i. To 
'^'■fi. an expedition furuijkcd the?n I'jiih tl^at favonrite topic of 
'^■cir JccIamaiio7ij the iJicapacity of 2'Tinifcrs. Mr. iPO^ky foon 
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"hool;, an<3 rca'i^) " AugiUl: 5th, vloluallin:^ out this day ; froii 
*•, ditiioulries of roads und trunfports no proviiions came in t!ii 
"■ ni:^hr, Au^'Jit 6th, at 10 this morniuc^ not quite enouj^h ;ir 
" livL-u for the ooni'innptioiiof tu-o dnys," All intcllip^cnce arrive. 
th:it vhcrc \v\^ri: m.rav well aftcL'tcd inhabitants towards Bennins; 
mn. The iuhn.Tncc of the propofals from Gen, Rcidelel to Gen 

Bar^ovnc for the Bennington expedition, was to try the affection 
of the country ; to difcnnccrt the cnc;nv ; to mount the Reidc-fc 
drat^oons ; to complete Peters'3 corj>5, and to obtain larp;e fupplj 
of cattle, horfcs and cafria^cs, \ Tl-e original rough ^raft dclhcru 
I.'/.] I flicwcd the rough draft to Gen. Phillips, wc had a lo:i; 
converfation on the ilow arrival of provifions ; he faid he looke 
on rl'tis as a vcr}- good idea, that he faw no objeci^ion, and <ilke( 
Tr.e if I knew of anv. I Ihewcd it alfo to Gen. Frafcr, he dclim 
mc to leave it with him, he came early next morning to my mx 

Cr-.. Fr.if.rand CMprclled a difipprobation of the Germans being employed if 
zr:-t I'-L-' it. I obferved to him, that fince the honour gained by the ;;d 

G.:;r.ir.5 y^j-jc^j corps at Hubcfton, I believed Gqw. Reidclel was dcfironi 

c,ng crn- - |^ j^.-j-jt^ ^\^^ Germans cmjiloved ; and alfo mentioned our obtiiir.' 

.-.* ivcu la . -"?. . 1 *, ' i_ ■ ' 1 111 , 

Hl'11- i*"^? proviUons bv it, and thereby getting quicker to Albany, th:i!i 

•n rr- waitin::: ^be flow tranfport from fort George. I deiired him tor tin 

|cu.i:-^n. fricniihip he had for Gen. Bureoync, if he faw any real ob)ectiyi! 

to this plan, to cxprefs himfelf fully and freely to Gen. Burgoyn; 
himfelf ; that the fcouts and guides being attached to his (thcai!- 
vanccd) corps, he might thro' them know, more of the^countn 
than I did ; I therefore prellcd him to mention his objection, il 
he had any, to Gen, Burgoyne ; I think he faid, but am not cer- 
tain, " the Germans are not a very a6i:ive people, but it may do.'' 
I prcfled him at parting to go to Gen. Burgoyne, if he thought :! 
would not do. He faid xo, and went off. Many of our provin- 
cials were well acquainted with that country, in particular Cajir, 
Shenyood. I never heard any of them exprefs apprehenfion n: 
its fuccefs : after part of it had taken place, Sir Francis Clarke re- 
cci\*ed favourable accounts trom Col. Skeene, who affifrcd Col 
Baum. From the mouth of Battenkill to Bennington, fouth o:!!i 
iibout 27 miles. When Col, Breyman was ordered to fupport Coi. 

Baum, irorn Sir Francis Clarke's memorandum book, " Augii!: 
*' 15th, at iivc this morning, corps de-referve. Col. Breyman, or- 
*' dered to march. Auguft i6th, in the night an exprefs wiflun| 
•• account of the repulle. Sunday, Augufl 17th, the general \s\\\ 
** the 20th regiment advanced on the road to Sancoick, and iiin 
'• Col. Brevman retiirnin";." This was between i and •; o'clncv 
On St. Leger's e-ipedition. " Augull 12th, this morning receive^ 
*' intelligence of an aCiion near fort Stanvr'ix." Both before an 
after this failure very great efforts were made to bring forward pi"" 
vifions. I never heard the march of the artillery interfered with tli£ 
tranfport of provifions. September iff, Britiih fit for duty :63V 
Oermans 1711 ; 300 additional joined us the 3d, number of dit 
artillery' as before, about 500. 

jiity nth, 1777, Gen. Burgoyne requeffed Sir Guy Carleto" 
t<5 garriibn Ticonderoga from Canada, leaff his effcihlivc ilrcn:^^ 
EUght become indequate to the ferviccs intended. This Sir Gi'' 
^a:lmcA% and Gen. Burgoyne replied, " I muff do as well as' 
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'* can, but I am fure yonr excellency as a ioldJcr -ivill think my /rirTrrfi, 

*• lituation d little 'difficult. A breach into iny conimuniciuicvn *-''"*^- -/■"■■- 
" mult elrlier ruin my army cntireU', or ob'icre inc to rctLU-:i ta r?"-' '^^ " ^■~" 
" reftorc it, which might be the lof? of the camptiign. To prevent j^-r -.' ^ 

" ;i breach, Ticondcro^a and tort Gcorc^c malt be in reloc^tabU' 
'' rtrcngth. I mild have polls at fort Edu'ard nnd other canyin^,^ 
'' places. Thcle drains, added to con:jmon accidents and lodes of 
'• fervice, will render me very inferior in numbers to the e:iC!nv, 
*• whom I miift always cxpci.'^t to find Itronglv poftcd." l>a;;ii"a!:;e 
igimrds, care of the lickj boatmen, and other conting-cncics, with 
|thc defence of the battcaux and moveable mac;-a7.incs, were fuch ad- 
ditional drains, that the Britilh line, September 19th, aniounted 
to little more than iioo men : of theic ^6 were killed, :r.i.o to r :;o 
wounded, and 28 or 30 mifling ; lois of tl.e lin.e about 3:^0: I 
Hiis by Gen. Phillips in the front ot the line, y hen the ^oth rc:;i- 
nient made the lail char'jfc, they were mach fatiiiued, yet they 
moved on with fpirit. After the firmg- ceafed, the 62d regiment Afi.^r a.-Vn 
ilij not exceed 50 or 60 men ; Col. Anilruthcr and Major Hnrn:ii;e "n ^q-t- if). 
v.cre both wounded, crreat many other ofticers killed an.d womuled. "-"■ -"'T.'- 
that regiment fuffered greatly. It was not in the power of \\\z\\ '""■' ^" ' 
to keep up a better fire than the artillery did for feveral hours; '" ' 
there were 48 \vith 4 guns ; I fa'w Capt. Jones, a very gallant mnn 
who commanded them, killed, and other officers wounded, and 1 
think 36 of the men were killed and wounded. Our lofs in all 
r:uhcr more than 500. On the nc:;t day, I fliould have been forrv 
to have ordered thofc regiments, after fuch gallant fufferlngs, tq 
li;ivc attacked an enemy reported four times the number of our 

whnle force : add to this, the country a \'Q.yv thick wood, and 
Hc could not reconnoitre the rebel camp in that fpace of time. 
On Sept. 22d, a letter from Sir Henry Clinton mentioned his 
intention of attackin^r fort Montiiomcry, I never heard that any 
iHccr of any rank entertained a thought of attacking the enemy a-> 
pin at that time. Some very confidential fcouts much under tlie 
tiirccdon of Gen. Frafer, v/ere of opinion, from a bridge the rebels 
laid over the Hudfon, that Mr, Gates on the approach ofC^en, 

Clinton would pafs the river and go towards New En^;-land, J livv 
cd intimately with Gens, Frafer and Phillips, and Mr, Twifs the 
engineer, but I never heard any officer exprefs an idea of retreating Ko iJ.'.T of 




y too Itrong to be attacked with any proip.^^ .,. ^^.^^^.o. .y. 
Scarce a day pafl'ed without confultations between Gen?. Burgovnc 
Phillips and Frafer j and ro A-^y I believe after the action of the 
i9th Sept. The movement Oct. 7th, was to obtain a knowledge 
of the enemy's left, and if expedient to attack them there. 7'hc 
iorce left in the camp under Brigadier Gen. Hamilton was not more 
l^han fufficient to keep the enemy in check, I think I mull: have 
lit^ard had there been any difference of opinion between Gens, Bur- 
goyne and Frafer : Gen. Frafer only cxprciled a difiercnce of opi- 
fiiou in employing the Germans at Bennington ; he u^'l3 plcafe^l 
^nth the manner in which the troops, paifed Hudfon's river. Oi) 
tlic 7th Oct. Gens. Phillips and lleidefcl exerted themfelves \CTy 
nuich to form the broken troops, and to make the retreai as regu- 

• N 2 Ur 
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1-r ns pcfublc. After the rerrent was become general, Sir Francis 
Ciarke afK.eJ me if I had oroered the artillery to retreat ; I iaid I 
would nor take thr.r upon me, as there was a major general of artitlc- 
r\' in the ficid, confeiTed to be a very excellent officer. Sir Francis 
told me he was ecin^r from Gen. Burc^ovne to brins: off the artille- 
rv. About the inuant of parting a very heavy fire came from the 
enemy, ai:d I have lince rcafon to believe that Sir Francis at that 
time rec'w'ivcd his v.-ound. On the 8th the enemy formed a line in 
the meadows, and made a demonftration of attackinEr us, thev can- 
nonaded u; very much. I'hat afternoon, I Hiall never foreetthcir 
cannonading curin:: Gen. Frafer's funeral : he had deiired to be 

AfTrf:!?:- buricd privatciv in one of the redoubts. Gens. Burgoyne, Phillips, 
ir-ht at G. Reicef;:!, ar.d otiicr ofEcers out of refpecR: to his memory, and to 
F:i'-rr5 f-- hon.uir him in the e'^cs of the armv, contrarv to his requefi, at- 
r.er<i-. tended his funeral : the enemy v/cre in this inftance very defci'tlve 

in hr.manirv : they k?pt v.^^ a cannonade on the redoubt during the 
whiile funeral ferv'-ce, uiikh was pcrform.cd with great folenmlty 

end deliberation bv !Mr. Brudenel the chaplain.- — -I never faw lo 
affcciin'" a iitrht. On our arrival at Saratoga, Lieut. Col. Suther- 
land was detached to repair bridges and roads, that we might conti- 
nue cur retreat on the v^efr fide of the river, but was recalled on 
the enemy preparing to attack us in great force. The attack was 
fufpcLLcd under cover of a thick fo:r then prevailincr : after the con- 
ven::on a rebel general informed me that on receiving information 
that thev v^'ould be very much c::;pofed to our artillery when they 
cam.e on the plain, he retreated and fent notice to another gcncml, 
though his fenior to retre.it alfo ; and that Gen Gates approved and 
confirmed his orders. Previous to the council of war, the generals 
had determined to xxx a night march, abandoning the carriages and 
ba""f^ac"e, and orders were ^ivcn to deliver as much proviiion as the 

men could carrv ; but from difficulties in getting out the provili- 
o\-\i^ it could not be accompliflied ; and we had intelligence the next 
dav that the enemv pofielled both fides of the Hudfon between m 
and fort Edvv'ard in force : 150c men were pofted on the eaft fide 
of Hudfon's river to difpute the ford ; 2000 between us and fort 
Edward on the fame lidc the nvcr ; and 1400 more alfo oppolite Sa- 
ratoga a little above the f.rft party ; all of them were pofted previ- 
ous to the action of the 7th Oct. In anfwer to a melfage from Gen. 
Burc-ovne, G<t\\ Gates ^ave a folemn affirmation on his honour, 
that he had m.ade no detachment durinsf the trcatv. Gen. Bur- 
goyne put the ouellion to the council of war, if the treaty m itJ 
pvefent^iituation was binding on the army, or his honour engaged 
Gen. Bur- in ftgning it? they were of opinion it was. Gen. Burgoyne wai 
cr.ync \'i' clear he was not bound ; but among others, was compelled to yieU 
fcrr-i-cip-o.. j^j- jI^o fcllowin"- conCderations : that relief from Gen. Clinton was 
.r.c ireaij. JJT3p^^^.|J.^|J]£.\v^.ilc their provifions could be made to laft; 3A7;/>^ dechrei 

his poll untc:::;ble, and if convention is not ligned apprehends conn- 
derable dcfenion ; blanli thinks 47th not to be depended on; llankxi^^ 
the fame opinion ; Hank thinks bzA diflieartened by the fituationo! 
their pofr, and not equal to their fonner exertions ; — feveral officeri 
think the men in general def.rous of the convention ; — many ot the 
hz^ officers abfent by fickncfs and wounds from all the corps ;- 

rhoiigh the other officers at the head of the Britifh think they can 

ante 
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aiif.ver for their men if attacked on their prefent ground, it is evi- His reafom 
wK they do not think any part of the army in that elevation of fpi- ^"'■^acquici-r 

rits necciliirv for defpenite enterprifes ; — to break off the treaty *""-■ 
now, rcndt-rs a renewal hopclefs, as our condition mull every hour 
erou- vv-orie ; — a defeat would be fatal ; — a victory would not fave 
u^', havin,'::: neither provinons to advance nor retreat ap^ainil an enc- 
iiiv, who by experience we know are capable of rallying at every 
:idvanta;^eous pod ;— and that the life and property ot eveiv pro- 
vincial and dependant on this army, depends on the execution of 
the treaty. 

I apprehend when the officer faid the 47th was not to be depend- 
ed on, he meant they were fo low and weak they were not capable 
of vij^orous exertion?, but nothing that implied a want of ipirit to 
cnuure as much as they were able. I never heard of a propofal of 
Gen. Phillips to make a way with a body of troops to Ticondero- 
'^^a ; but I heard him make an offer, which I thought a fpiritcd 
one, to riik attempting a pafliige with one or two of our bed guides 

to defend that fortrefs. Return of Gen. Gates's army ligned by 
himfclf, 12 brigadiers, 4.4. colonels, 45 lieutenant colonels, 49 
miijors, 344 captains, 332 firlT: lieutenants, 326 fecond lieutenants, 
34.; enfigns, 5 chaplains, 42 adjutants, 44 quarter mailers, 30 pay- 
mafters, 37 lurgeons, 43 mates, 1392 ferjeants, 636 drums and 
iifcs, 13 216 prefent fit for duty, 662 fick prefent, 731 fick abfent, 
387!; on command, iSo on furlough, total, 18,624. The briga- Rebel army 
diets were Nixon, Poor, Learned, Glover, Paterfon, Warner, 18,624. 
Stark, Bailey, Whipple, Brickctt. Fellows, Woolcut. Belides 
the above there were the upper ffaff of the army, batteaux m.cn, ar- 
tificers, and camp foUo-'.vers. The men on command were on the 
rear and flanks of the King's troops. At figuing the convention, 
Britifli prefent and underarms 1905, Germans 1594, in all 3501. 

Nov. lit fit for duty, Britifli 2086, Germans 1633, rank and file" 

in all 3719; the difference arifes from people recovered, and per- Br'tifh ar- 
haps a miffake in the firff account taken. Not a fliilllng of the my, 3,719. 
military cheil that I heard of fell into the hands of the enemy, I 
kept the fccret fervice account ; Gen. Burgoyne never appropriated 
any part to his own ufe ; he paid out of his own purfe, expences 
that ought to have been charged to the public ; fuch as prefents to 
people who diilinguiflied themfclvcs, acts of charity to women who 
had loll their hufbands, and on other occafions ; he was fubjeft to 
all the expences attending a commander in chief, with only the 
appointments of a lieutenant general ; and I believe his appoint- 
ments were not equal t^i^ his expences, 

Kxamlned hy other ]\'Iemhers^ a7id hy Gen, l^urgoyne occaJionaUy^ 
The returns of Britifli and Germans are rank and file ; provincials 
atfirll: 83. on Sept. iff, 680, we had not arms for them all. ^^efl. 
What allowance of waggons to a regiment ? Anf* I do not recol- 
Iccl any waggons wc had to allow. Regimental baggage was car- 
ried chiefly in batteaux. The quarter rnaltcr general knows more 
of the baggage than the adjutant general. I had not much Icifure 
to pay attention to the ladies ; I know very little of their beauty or 
their numbers, Ss^efi, Would not 2000 women be a confiderable 
objedl with rcfpedt to provifions ? -^^if- I fliould have been foriy 
fo have had 2000. ^fffl* How many were there ? ^/{/l I can- 
not 
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not ^irc a tolerable gucfl; : bv the commiilary of provliioiis return, 
very few were victualled from tlic ftorcs. The dragoons if mounr- 
cd might have been applied ro verv ufeful ferviccs. The c()ntr.v;t 
for holies \va5 for bniigiiiij forward provifions and artillery ; tlK 
contraiftors never meant them for dragoon fervice. If an}' parry dia 
make its way back to Canada, it is'likcly to have been a party of pro- 
vincials who run away when repairing roads ; our guides laid if wc 
attempted it wc muU break into fmall parties and go by Indian, 

paths. The commiffan.- tuld me the provincial women were utppli- 
cd from the men's rations. I never heard the women were any 
impediment. I ncvci heard a donbt of our reaching Albany, HK-atv 
ing foon after taking Ticond-Toga ; the arm)' was well provided. 
It a junction with Qen. Hcv.e could have been formed, I am or o- 
pinioQ the miitortune at Saratoga would not have happened. It' 
the expedition under Gen. \^aughan could have come up the IIuJ- 
If G. Hci^c fon about the action Sept. igth, INIr. Gates would hardly have kc;x 
had co-ope- j^jg armv together without he had returned to New Enghnul. 

mjlt'h^v-^ ^^(^' I*'^^^ troops under Gen. Vaughan would have had fo pow- 
fcrta i2i\td. ^rtui an efiect, even fo hue as September, AVhat cftc(^t do you v\\> 

pofe the whole army under Sir \ViIliam Howe, allillcd by all the 
fleer and craft, would have had as early as the beginning of Julv, 
immediatelv after the imprelTion which took place among the enemy 
after the defeat at Ticonderoga ? ylvf. Moll: certainly a great army 
upon Hudfon's river near Albany v.'ould have contributed very 
much to our making our wav to Albany. I looked upon our force 
net to be equal to forcing our way to Albany without fome co-op 
ration. I had no where to expect it but up the Hudfon's river 
from New York. Col. Sr. Leber's fnrccfs would have been of ulc. 

O 

Mr. Gates, we had been old acquanitances formerly, when the 
King's troops went I'V with accoutrements on, afked me if ir w:is 
not cuftomary on f.jld days for arms and accoutrements to go toge- 
ther r I told him there was nothing; in the convention relating to 
accourrements. He replied, *' vou are perfetStly right :" and turn- 
in:: to fome of their oihccrs faid, " if we meant to have hud them, 
'• \vc ouL:hc to have infericd them in the convention." 

O 






1.0V.D GEORGE GERMAIN'S Speech, 

Gi'i-i'ig a Sketch of the li-viJcncc to be produced ly Admin if ration. 

Jinit' 8//:, 1779. 

LORD George Germain rofe and opened the evidence in fayour 
of adminiftration. He faid his object was by no means ro 
accufe any gentleman ; but to defend the minlilry from the reflec- 
tions thrown out againft them. He trailed that when gentlemen 
conUdered Gen, Grev had been only one year and five months in 
America ; that he had feen no more of the country than what lies 
between the head of the Elk and Philadelphia ; and between that 
citv and Nrw York; they would be of opinion, however high he 
ftood in his militarv character, that he had certainly -formed a vc- 
ry light and hafty judgment of the unanimity of America ; efpeci- 
a'llv wdien the evidence to be produced fhould prove, that a very 

eoniiderabie part, if not a majority of Americans, were friends to 

Grc^t 
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Gi'cat Britain ; thnt this would appear tlie more ilrikinr^, when the 
Conimrttce fhould find, thnt there were actuullv regimented in our 
fcrnce, more Americans than were to be found at prcfcnt under 
the rebel commander in chief. That farther lis'hts would be thrown 
on that point, by proofs, that \\<: can raifc men in America for live 
or fix dollars each, while the Congrcfs could not get them under 
:66 ; and bv the lall dilpatches he had received, the Congrcf^ 
bounty for recruits amounted to (^. 7:; ftcrlincj; a man. Prcfumptive 
evidence Ihould be brought to prove the difalieclion of the Ameri- 
cans to their new government, trom the circumllance of Congrefs 
voting 50,000 men, yet they never had been able to muller more 
than 20,000 in onctu-my. As to the adequacy of the force lent out, 
his lordlhip had no doubt about it ; in his opinion it h;;d bcca 
;u!e(]uate, not to the reduction of America united againft us, but 
divided as they were, to the rcduv.Mion of the rebellion. lie re- 
peated again, that he did not underhand the object (>f the fouthern 
c-xpcdition bv the capes of Virginia. If the general had landed at 
iNewciiille in the Delaware, and had his favourite route to Philadel- 
phia been bv the head ot the I'llk,he would have had a fine Ihort road 

to Philadelphia ; the general's rcafon for not landing there, ti-nt 
the enemy -"ivfi in force at lVihubr^t<^)i^ he fliould prove to be cohnerl- 

cal ] for he fliould dcmonllratc to the Committee, that there Vv'as no 
cncmv in force within tourlcorc miles of Newcallle ; f(j that Sir 
Andrew Snape Hammond mull have been milinformcd at Icall 
with refpect to the land force. liis lordllup alio obfervcd on Sir 
William Howe's not having made a divcrlion in the Mailachufets ; 
for that purpofc he certainlv could have fpaied 3000 men ; for he 
required only 1 1,000 tor hi^ fouthern expedition, yet had full 
14,000 at the battle of Brandvwinc, while W'afhington had no Rci>(.h ai 
more than io,ogo. Sir William indeed had laid, and laid truly, Bram!;/- 
that the rebel army confifrcd of 15,000, but in thefe were included ^^'i"'^ "'■!/ 
the drivers, futlcrs, and followers of the camp, and he had evi- 5^''"^~' 

donee who could prove to a man, that the number of fiirhtinc: men ' 
in \\ alliincrton's army in that battle, amounted to no more than 
10,000. It a diveriion had been made in the IMafiachufets, Gen, 
Gates never would have been able to have mullercd the army with 
v.-lneh he had forced Gen. Eurgoync to furrendcr. With regard 
to the northern expedition, he thought it highly juftiliable from 
the nature of the fervicc which made tho French undertake quite a 

firnilar one in the lall war ; and as to Its prat-licability, the general 
himfelf in whole hands it failed, had never entertained a doubt a- 

Iiout it until the unfortunate affair at Eennlngton, from which he 
(i.itcd all the dlfatlers that befet our northern army. Every poll 
where cppolition could be expected had been taken; but the enemy" 

by our delays in bringing up immenfe trains of artillery, and a great 

laite of jiroviljon carriai';es, was f uftered to erow ifronger ; for when 

Oafes went to take the command of the rebel armv, it confifted of 

ri<j more than 2, coo men ; but bv our dehn-s it was uiflcred to en- 

crcafe to 18, coo. That his lordlhip hud fummoned Gen. Robert-Great cha. 
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Hiihcd him with every rcafon to expedt that his evidence would be 

accurate 
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accurate anJ important ; and tliat he was in every refpccl, froin !:!■ 
Ions: experience and local refidence enabled to give the moll latli' 
factory information to the Committee, 




Major Gen. ROBERTSON. 

Called in and cxa7i3ined hy Lord George Germain, 

HAVE fer\-ed about 24 )'ears in America, as quarter maflcr ^twt- 
ral, brigadier, and major general. I have had frcqiienr op- 
portunities of mixing with, and learning the political lcntimci:t5 
of the inhabitants, and believe that the few arrful men who broncji't 
about the declaration ot independence, were the only people who 
rejoiced at it. Even after that declaration, when Lord and G-jn. 
Howe arrived at Staten illand, the people cheriflied the thoughts ot 
a reconciliation ; and Wailiington's aiTny, on feeing flags of truce 
Rebel army paffing between the armies, esprefied fuch joy on the occalion, that 
rejoice on a their commander gave out an order on the 20th of Augull, ailurin^ 
peacc!^ ° ^^ troops that there was no treaty, although he had, only 3 days 

before fent the propofals of Lord and Gen, Howe to the Conine!^. 
From all my enquiries, and from converfation with thofc bcft able ta 
give me information, I underlland more than two thirds of the peo- 
ple would prefer the King's government. to the tyranny of the Con- 
grcfs. If the people of that country who arc fulferiiig from acts ot 
friendfhip to us, were treated by us as enemies, and t<jld they were 
fo, it would naturally cool their friendfliip, and tend to make them 
enemies. The armies of the Congrcfs have not filled ; they have 
often threatened, and been obliiied to draft their militia. Thev iil- 
ed every exertion in 1776 ; but I never heard from good authority 
of their collecHng any army of more than 16,000 men. When Sir 
William Howe approached the Delaware in Dec. 1776, the rebels 
under Wafhington who retreated through the Jerfeys, were not a- 
In i776,re- bove 3000 men. In 17765 the rebel Maryland regiments wcrs 
bels only -^^-pj] clothed and accoutered ; but many of the others were ill cloth- 
50C0. ^j ^^^ jjj armed ; and none equal in difcipline to the Kinjr's troops. 

In 1776, as to the force neceffary for quelling the rebellion, I ne- 
ver heard fuch a great number of troops wiflicd for, as wci-c arti'- 
ally employed. In the late campaign, the troops did not carry much 
provifion ; but in the lafl war, they generally carried tcn^ fomctiinci 

fourteen^ and on particular occaiions ?iinef€e?i days provifions. In T\ w 

England and the middle colonies cattle very numerous ; it would b- 
difficult for the rebels to drive them all away ; but the owners woulJ 
be adHve in fo doinsf or otherwife, according; to the treatment thev re- 
ceived from our army : If the cattle were overtaken in one place vv itn- 
out the people being paid, you would probably find them fcarce in a- 
nother, \\Tien we landed firft on Long ifiand we found all the 

farms flocked, and raoft of the people living in their houfcs. In thac 

country, where the people are fo much and fo warmly divided, it 
is lefs difficult to get Intelligence than in another ; but when wc arc 
anxious for information, it is natural to complain ; I find Mr. 
Waihington complained he could get no information in the coua- 
try. In Jerfey and Pennfvlvania there are ftrong places ; tbt-y 
are verv extenfive countries, the face very different in different 

parts ; 
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parts; where not cleared they arc covered with u^'ood ; much of 
Icrfey has been cleared, and about PhiladeliMiIa, the oouinry is all Amev-ca'n 
tiirins as about London, their fences are poll and rail, which are **'•"> '-s weak 
not very ilrono:, but cafily removed. The theatre of lall war was a 
continued wood, early in the war we reckoned that country very 
ftrong, as the Indians and irreg^ulars weremoft formidable in thcni. 
It appears now that order and difeipline are not fo ufcful anywhere 
a5 in woods ; and a corps ralfed in America and difcipiined by an 
acquaintance of mine, has fliewn itfelfmore fuperior to the rebels 
in the woods, than our bell battalions arc to theirs in the open field. 
One may go a great way and not fee fo ftrong a poft as where Qzw, 
Wolfe forced his landing near Quebec. Sir William Howe had a 
confiderable fliare in forcing that poll: : but I fancv Gen Wolfe 
hinifelf landed foon. I have already faid that corps of ours are 
far fuperior to any of the rebel corps in the woods. In New Eng- 
lund and the middle colonies there are many roads, but I dont ap- 
prehend that woods ever prevent an army marching in as many 
columns as they pleafe. On a proclamation being ifllied for the in- 
habitants to take a declaration of loyalty, numbers came and fign- 
edaddreffes, commending our government, and abufmg that of the 
rebels ; thefe addrefles were printed with the people's names at Our Immi- 
len^th. We foon left that country: and the rebels took up the "^t-'iicc in 
figners and banlflied them, or fent them to the mines. In 1776 in '",' 1^"^ ' '^-^^ 
the Jerfeys I know of no lleps taken to difarm the difaffcdlcd ; or ^ ^^ ^^^^' 
to arm the well affecfted, except fuch as enlifted. I know of no mca- 
furcs that year, to encourage the inhabitants to embody a militia 
a^ainll the rebels. There was much plundering, which loil us 

friends and gained us enemies. The commander gave repeated or- 
ders againil it ; yet plundering was very frequent. I always confi- 
dcred the great objeft of the war to be the regaining the people, 
and to accomplifli this by proving to them we were their friends. 
Some parties plundered Newtown on Long ifland. I had them 

tried ; they were fcntenced and punldied ; I fent to the town and 

defired I might pay the damage. The foldiers were acquainted 

U'ith this, and never plundered any more, Sjj^ft^ Did you give 

out the following order? " Nc~Mio^^v?i^ Lo7ig IJland^ -^^K- 'h'^JK 

'* 1776. Brigade orders. Major Gen. Robertfon refponfible for 

" the atSlions of thofe he commands, takes upon himfelf the ex- E^cdlent 

" pence of fatisfying the people of the village, for the depreda- Brigade 

" tions committed upon them by part of the firfl brigade lad e- orders. 

" vening. Without firfl doing this piece of juflice, he could not 
*' have prefumed to intercede for pardon to thofe, a Court Marti- 
" al has condemned. He hopes for the future the troops will ab- 
" flain from a crime, which difgraces even viSory, and defeats 
" the King's intentions to protect and reclaim his American fub- 
" jecls." Anf, Yes. The provincial troops in our armies are a 
pretty good body of men, ufefully difcipiined, and have always 

fhown fpirit enough. A recruit had 5 dollars, or %%Jl7. 6^/. The 
Congrefs gave £, 100 currency, or ^. 56 : 5 : — Number of our 
provincials about 5 or 6000. Our fuccefs in the country depends 
on our having the people, whether as provincials, or militia, or as 
inhabitants armed in their own defence ; every means taken to en- 
Courage xJ^sm 15 good policy. Congrefs yoted for 17779 S5 or 86 

O battaliousj 
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battalions, 5C0 men each : I heard they never got half. Our force 
HoTs-c's ar- in 1777 was' 52,815. of thefe 4.0,874 were under Sir William 
my 40,374. Howe. In Auguft the troops with Sir William Howe were 1 5,831 

iic for duty ; at New York with Gen. Clinton, 10,879 ; at Rhode 

Ifiand, 3,453. It was a force that could beat any the rebels could 

brins;" againft it. I have been always of that opinion. I am well 

acquainted wkh Hudfon's river and the country on each fide of it, 

I lived long in the neighbourhood of that river. By letters on the 

table. Gen- Gage, and thofe he confulted with, (that is Gens. 

PofTeSng Howe, Clinton and Bargoj-ne) on his leaving the command ac- 

ihc Hiidfon quainted lord-Dartmouth, that they thought opening a coramunl- 

"'^llJ'rji*"'* cation between Canada and New York, by taking polTclIion of the 

j.^ ^ Kudfon, the heft of all plans ; that made' me think the better of 

mv own opinion on that fubjeci". I am clear that the force of our 
whole army was. equal to have pofleffed the North river, I con- 
verfed with many officers on the fubjedt of the expedition to Phila- 
delphia by Cbefapeak bay. Many of them feared. Gen. Burgoyne's 
jwrny would be loil if not fupported. I wrote myi'elf to a gentle- 
man in the Houfe, {Sir William Howe) that if Gen, Burgoyne 
ciitriGMicd himfeli from the dilHcuIties that he was furrourided with, 
future ages would have little occafiou to talk of Hannibal. Gen, 
Hov/e's voyage to the foutbv/ard was a diverfion, but could not be 
the moft ptoweriul : a movement to Albany would have been a much 
more powerful divernon. Had a corps been fcnt. by fea to alarm 
New Erigiand, it would have kept their militia at", home. At that 
time I was going to America with 1700 men, if the winds had 

carried us to that coaft, I thought that fuch aji appearance, and 
burning a few barns, would have brought- back. the New. England 
armv. As sn inftance, when a large body of rebels: were marching 
to fiipport fort Wafliington, a fleet of Dutch tranfports failed from 
the Hook, on which the rebels were afraid for Philadelphia, and 
theie troops .u-ere countermanded. If a communication by the 
North river had been eftabliilied with Canada, we certainly could 
have raifed provincial corps along the river; I think, the inhabi- 
tants favourably dlfpofed j and the loyalifts might have been armed 
inftcad of the rebels ; many would have taken arms for the King; 
lafc war we got all our provifions in that country, except pork. 
The Highlands in our pofiellion, HudJbn's river would have af- 
forded means of fending ouranny within '6 miles of- Albany with- 
out much interruption- 

* ^xam'znedhy other Memhers. My employment led me to be in- 
formed of the refburces of the country in different parts of it, and 
of the nature of thofe refources. Hudiba*s river ai^ually divides the 
nor£h£m from, the ibuthern provinces ; the northern produce- cat- 
tle which are wanted in the fouthem, and they again wheat which 
is wanted in the northern; our polleffing that river would almoft 

cut 06" all. communication between them. It is a great. objed, and 
An army would.greatlv diftrefs them. Lall war our. army pailed'from New* 
.can go from York to Albany, 170 miles, in two days, by means of ±at river. 
■^T-'^'*^'^ Near Albany bodies of Indians fired on us. I know that aifliip load- 
iatwodavs ^d lails from London bridge toAvithin 6 miles of Albany. Afn- 

* gate may go within 30 or 40 miles of Albany. .The road is gene- 
rally clofe to the river iide,. and no where above 5 or ,6. miles dif- 

..- • ■ tant. 
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tant. The command of water and a fleet, mud give forces adccillve 
advantage. Any army may be rraniported with iiTcat cafe from one 
fide to the other in any part of it. If I could give any intbrmatioa 
to the Houfe on the poileirmg Hudfon's river, and the lakes George 
and Champlain, it 7/iight be nfeful to the 7-cheh, Q^ff» How do you 

imagine the rebels would hear it ? ^af. They have heard fo much 
I imagine they would hear that. Que/r. Do you think the rebels 
have a friend in this Houfe? Anf. I hcjip. not. This is not a 
place to confider whether it is a pratJ^icable meafure to elhibli.li and 
maintain a general military command in America. The loyal 

people dare not appear without protection. Our plans ftiould be 
agreeable to our force ; and we fiiould not make detachments where 
they are fubjcdt to be cut off. 

. Examined hy Sir f^'^ill'am Hoxve, Since the rebellion began I 
have been with the army, but I have feen prifoncrs and perfons. 
from the rebel country. As to communication with, the country, 
ill had any, this -would not be a place to tell it in, A man, 
ulio I think the molt: knowing-^f any in the country, allured nie 
b'jforo the rebellion began, that the principle of independence was 
hardly known, and that he only knew one man of that opinion. 
There might be rejoicings in the rebel arm}?- on the adi of inde- 
pendency, and poffibi)' l>y ordcr^ but I dont take a ft'u ih joye to 
be a proof of people's inclinations. As quarter-mafter sfenera), the 
quartering troops in private families, was a trying point for peo- A.TcAlonof 
plc*s tempers, and gave me occalion to oblerve that the people the Ameri- 
wcic very loyal : that they had a reverence and affection for this coun- cans to Bri- 
try, and were more jealous of each other than of Britons ; and all "^^'"^ 
my information fince has confirmed me, that the wifli for indepen- 
dence was not general. Rebel ofliccrs informed me that \\\ all at 
New York and Lon^ ifiand tjicy were 16,000, (in fummer 1776) ; 
end of 1776, the army with WaPaington on the Delaware, only 3000, 
In the converfation aimoft of every day and every meal, among the 
ofticers, of the Torce neceflary for quelling the rebellion, it was 
laid an officer (Lord Amherll) had rcfufed the command ; and to 
do it with agoodgracc, had demanded. 20,000 men ; that demand 
W.1S thought to be rather extravagant, ^cfl^ Can you name any 
general officer you conv.erfed with on that iubje6l, after Gen. Gage 
left America ? Anf. Jifter that a <ivij}:? 'would ha^jc hcen winecejfary^ 

kcaufe the troops came. The armv that came from Halifax to 
Statcn ifiand might be 6000 men, rank and file. I gave Sir Wii- 
lium Howe my reafons againfl: landing on Long ifiand at that time ; 
becaufe the .rebels were antrenched and in force on Long illand ; 
we had no carriages.; the foldiers muil: liave carried every thing we 
wanted ; and- every day an army from Europe was expected. The j^^^^ ^^,^^ 
ten days provifions carried by the foldiers iafc war was generally ^jic army 
flour and_pork ;. they carried it in a pack on their backs ; there ure carneJ 10 
many gentlemen prefent -who ha-veoften earned fnch pncks, Sj^eJ}, Did davi- pio- 
they carry ten days.provillou when they expected to meet an ene- vili"ns 4. or 
-iny ? Anf- Very often, '^.6\xv army aguinil. fort Pitr "^-i^'^^cd 4 c- j ° ^^^^^ 
$00 miles in" that manner; ten- days provilion was the cominon bjiclcs. 
cjuantity they carried. - ^teft. Do you knoVv the weight o^ ten days 
provifions? Anf, Yes, lolb. and 40 ounces. We found' a great 

number of cattle on Long illand ■; when they were taken by the 

'Ox Lreiic- 
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j^cneral*5 orders, I dare fay he dlredted payment, but many wcf-g 

taken he could know nothinsr of. The inhabitanrs mi^ht be frieht- 

cned out of Utrecht for any thing I know ; but I found numbers 

in Gravefend and Flat bufh. I never heard Gen. Howe difcoiiiafj- 

cd bringing intelligence. I confider every country I go throu:;h 

with a military eye ; a good deal of Jcrfey is cleared land ; the 

Jerfey a parts near the coairs and the roads are very praifticable ; fometinies 

*^ /I. ^,"j a llrong place ; but it is 3 or 400 miles in extent. The inland is 

©oumrv. mountainous. On the North river the road through the Hi?-h. 

lands, for about 12 miles is very ftrong ; the retl from New York 
to Albany not remarkably fo ; the country is a good deal fettled; 
I do not remember any confid^rable rivers ; the road I have faid is 
only 5 or 6 miles from the river ; with a fleet tranfporting our fu- 
perior armv, carriages, artillery and {lores, we might turn, har- 
rafs, and hare great advantages over an army who had no fuch 
conveniencies, ^ue/r. Would you have advifed the army "■oinc 
by water and not by land up Hudfdn's river? J^nf, Cerrai.ily bv 
water, and by land when you pleafed-w J^^t'y?, Would you advlie 
an army to be landed in the face of an enemy ? ^?//'. With our fleer 
we may iro to Albany in two days ; but it would take the rebels 
twelve ; fo we might land out of their reach whenever we pleafca. 
,On cany- \\q always carried 100 men in an Albany floop of 70 tons. We 

^"? -^ X} ^^^^ ^^^"*^ have driven the enemy from the Highlands- If the rebels 
-^^ J" ^ had attempted to unite their northern and fouthcrn armies, the 

force they could have brought together, would have been far infe- 
rior to our two feparate armies. The tranfport of provilion tor 
fuch numbers is beyond the rebel powers. Wafliington's army, I 
believe, was troops moftly from fonthern provinces ; he would w\ 
have brought the fame number to Hudfon's river, as the country 

could not have found fubiiftence for them ; he had not provifioiis 
and magazines on that route, W^afliington's mode of fupply wai 
very precarious ; fometimes he had not 48 hours provifions. The 
loth and 15th of July 1777, I fancy he was at Morris town. Ss^<^f>' 
Can artillery march through woods in columns ? Anf, There mull 
be a road made for artillery, ^efi, Mark out any part of the coun- 
try where the army in different columns could march, and keep up 
a communication with each other ? Anf. M^jere-ver there is not a 
pafs or afingle hrUge to go over, ^cjl, Dont you think woods an 
if-ftpediment to marching in columns ? -Anf, If an army, marching 
towards the enemy, wanted to form fooff, it would march in m 

many columns as it could^ though in a =i\:ood, ^!j^{fi. Were the male 

inhabitants found in their dwellings' where the army marched or 
were they deferred ? Anf, If it was heard the people who ftaid 
in their houfes had been ill-treated, the others would probably be 
deferted. In Utrecht, Gravefend and Flat bufli, I know the dif* 
■polirion of the inhabitants ; I found them in the places I went to; 
if any ran away, it was through fear, not difaffeftlon ; I kno\v 
it was Gen. Howe's wifli to prote6t them, ^ef. What addreifes 
did you allude to, when you faid the names were printed at length 
to them, which occalioned many to be taken up and condcninetl 
to the mines r Anf The addrelTes were from part of New York 
province to the governor, and were printed in the York paper, a 

day or two before we left that part of the country, 

Jur-t 
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'fiinc g'/\ Kxnin'incdhv fc-veral Me.uhcrs, I was in Philadelphia 
i^tliiys in 1778 till the town \v:ia cvp.cviiited ; in 1777* hearing the 

rcbch meant to attack (jcn Clinton, I went to join hiai in the Jur- 
fcvs. I had manv occafioriS of convciiin^: v^'ith pcribns rendent 

under the rebels ; I was at I^oiton j I commanded at ?New York, 
and no body came in without mv queltionini*; them ; 1 took every 
opportunity, the fuhjcct was intereinn<^-, I never heard the rcboh 
delerted in corps ; but that their militia rcfulcd to be drnl'ted, and 
the rebels brought troops and forced them. A ',r.'at number of 
pciTons, on the defeat of the rebels in Lon^^ ifland declared lor go- 
vernment. ^J^i^ft' In what numbers. Jh}^\ Ii\ New York about 
n,ooo. ^f^fl' V\'as not New York in poilclhon of his iMajcllv's 
troops ? JhiJ\ Yes, wc could not elfe have taken their numbi.-rs, 
(W/r/f, Could any ma-;ilT.ratc of his INIajellv command in Philadel- 
phia, after the army was withdrawn ? ^-/'{/*. Surely not. Quejh 
Where was d'Ethnnc^'s f;cct v/hcn wc were preparing to abandon 

Philadelphia? ^'m/'. In the weftein ocean. Soon utter v/e got to 

New York it was fcen off Sandy hook ; // feevied to ralfc the fp-rlis 

cfthe 7iavy ; the failors at l^vw York applied to have the honour 

of going on board Lord ilowe's fluet to iight the enemy ; I never 

heard any oihcer fay he Ihould have gone out to fight the enemy, 

when they lay off Sandv hook. The provuicials under Sir liLMiry 

Clinton might be 4, 5, or 6000 men ; do not think them powcr- 

tiil enough to keep our pofts in America, without the alliilance of 

the King's troops ; wherever there is a fort, they would make a 

good defence ; but a mixed body creates emulation, and makes the 

befi: garrifon. Qvr//. from Mr, Bwkc. How arc the Provincial 

corps compofed ; arc they moftlv Americans, or emigrants from 

various nations in Europe ? -^^^if' Some corps molllv natives ; the 

!:;reatcll: number fuch as can be got ; many may be emigrants ; our 

force limilar to tlie rebels in that circumftance ; Gen, Lee infowjcd Half the rc- 

me that half tie rel>cl citnihicnial arji/y -ivcrc from IrelamL As to h*;' army I- 

invading New England, I meant to alarui the coall, rather than ^' 
oiftrefs it ; I fliould have burnt the houfe that would have made 
the greateft blaze, and done the Icall: niifchief; iliew, not force, 
was wanted for that fervice ; many places offer where I could have 
eficcled my purpofes, without endangering my retreat. Q^fJL 
U here were thelc places ? [^Thls h"in^ denned mi improper quefiton^ 
!' \vas negatit-ed,] QueJI, Did vou think yourfelf authorilld to 
land on this fei'vice, without orders fro:n the miniftry or your fu- 
pcrior officers in America ? yl'^f, I never burnt a houfe in my life ; 
1 have often prevented it ; but at that time it would have anfwered 
a §jreat end ; and as. often as I have it in mv power to annoy tfie e- 
ncmy with cffciH, I \V'7I fake the reft vpcm 7nyfelf (">^Did the minii- 
tors ever confult you on the American operations ? ^. When I had 
the honour of talking to the Secretary of State, I faid that where a 

ir.inirter employed a general in whoni ho liad confidence, he would 
five him all the force and intelligence he could, and leave him to 
purfuc fuch plan as would be fuggclced by circumilances. The 
'fiiniller fald I was right ,- and that h;^ aurhorifcd the general to 
iollow his own plan^. 
The caufes of t!ie rebellion are better known to others than to 

nii. The one-third iil-aiiefied bectuijc Itroni^er bv their arms, and 
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kept the others in fubje&ion. It was the general wifh not to bi 

. As "to the alternative of a feparation from Britain or fub 
mitcing to taxation, that involves qucftions of ilate, to which I an 
not competent. The laft commiiljoners made it clear to the work 
that France made its treaty with Congrefs, after the favourable re 
folutions of this government were knov/n.. When Wallungton was 
near Quibbletown or Morris town, his magazines were flender ; 
'B.o-^ to liad Q.jj- army been polled between him and his proviiion country, he 
h?.yp dii- jT^ufj jjave moved : there is a road from Mills town or Hiilfboroiipli 

rebels at *^ ^^ Delaware ; bad our army taken that route, Wafirrngton 
Quibblcton. could not have annoyed them without quitting his flrong polition, 

which would have tended- to bring on an action. The Delaware 
MTixh. pontoons may be palled at many places within ten miles of 
Trenton. Our army had pontoons. I told Gen. Harvey that ia 
that woody country, pontoons were eaHer made there than carried 
out. Our army then 17,015 men ; rebel army fome faid 8, 9 anJ 
ferae 10,000 men; from Hiilfoorough to Trenton 22 or 23 miles; 
from Trenton to Philadelphia 30 miles. I dont know the road 
from Elk ; but I know the road from Trenton well ; after pafllng 
the Delaware there is a wood of 4 or 5 miles, then the river Ne- 
fhaminy .to pafs, the reft of the ground plain and pra£licable. I 
know a number of advantages that would have arifen from going 
up the North river ; the advantages from going" fouthward I can- 
not fay. When we evacuated Boflon in 1776, great quantities of 
iinen and woollen merchandizes were left behind : the-rebels vVere in 
great want of thofe articles ; they might have been removed with the 
arrny ; we took with us all the vciTels at the wharfs, that were fit for 
lea and left the reft ; at that time I think Gen. Howe would have done 
wrong to have gone to New York, the voyage to Halifax was not fo 
long ; and at Rhode ifland we probably fliould have found np provi- 
fions. AtErooklyn, Aug- 27 th 1776, aridge of heights feparated'us 
Battle or from the rebels ; the rebels had pofleflion of thefe heights ; it would 
i;rootlyn, have been diiEcult to have forced them ; Gen. Howe by a night march 

pufhed in between thefe heights.and the rebel lines,; by this move- 
ment we got 2000 prifbners ; our troops were going to ilorm the Ii« 
nes, when Gen. Howe ordered them back. We have lince heard thefe 
lines were weakly manned, and had only 300 men in them ; Putnam 
having detached all the reft of his 7000 men to the heights ; none 
of us knew this at that time ; I did not think llorming a proper 
meafure. The rebels fired cannon at us ; I dont know how many 
they had. ^efl. Did the rebels carry off their heavy cannon ; or 
did they as is faid in the gazette, leave them all-in their works ? 
\Gen^ Ho=-J:e and hh friends ohjeBed to this guefiion^'] At 7 in the 

rooming, I was informed the rebels had evacuated their lines ; I dare 
fay it was known earlier at head quarters ; their rear guard em- 
barked between 8 and g ; I was ordered to march about 8 ; diftancc 
from the lines to the ferry a mile and a half. Q^ Had our troops 
marched at 6 o'clock, might not the rebel rear been cut off? A, From 
our camp to the place where the rebels embarked could not be a- 
bovc an hour's march. Q-_ Could any of the rear guard have em- 
"barked and efcaped in the face-of our troops ? ji* The place ot 
embarkation was difadvantageous to the rebels ; it is commanded 
fay, heights. If the iateiligence had been knov/n at 4 o'clock. 
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xi/[ontre for proves, that It ivas hzoivti at ^ n^clock^l there was timee-- 
iioufrh to come up with tbein. S^iefi, Do you not think it was an 
obieft at that thne to have.dellroj'ed as many of the rebel army as 
poilible ? Anf. At all ti?neu When the rebels abandoned fbrc 
Lee thev left a good deal of baggage ; they halted at Newark 2 or 
5 days, and had much baggag-e and ilores at Brunfwick ; from 
JNewark to Brunfvvick 26 miles ; from Staten iiland ferry and Am- 
bov to Brunfwick about 6 miles ; from the ferry at the other end Misht liave 
of'Staten ifland to Elizabeth town one mile ; Elizabeth town lies *^"^ "? ^^ 
on the direft road from Newark to Brunfwick ; I have often heard ^Jj.}^' 5^ * 
that a fufficient corps of troops might have been fent to Brunfwick •* •' ' ^ 
or Elizabeth town to cut them off; even the rebels have publi/hed 
it; they faid it would have been a fatal blow to them ; the rebels 
were about 3000, and 2000 of , ours might have .been fufficient, 
ihat number will always beat 3000 of theirs, Q^ Could 2000 men 
have been fpared ? Anf. The .4 or 5000 men. for Rhode iiland 
were fti 11 at New York under Gen. Clinton; the ift brigade (of 
4 regiments, his own) were alfo there ;■ and 7 or 800 men on 

Staten iiland. 

June-' lOt/j. Kxasnlned hy fen^eral Memhers. I dont know any 

men lefs fubjedt to error than thofe who condufted lail: war in Ame- 
rica; but I fliall never commend any body's conduct in the lump, 
I have heard- miflakes imputed to Gen. Wolfe, and even to Csefar 
at the battle of Pharfalia ; but examination did them both honour- 
I ferved .under Gen. -Wolfe at Louifbourgh, but I never heard him 
fay he was blundering day after day, and muft blunder fometimc 
longer before he could render any eflential fervice to his country ; 
but this I believe, that errors teach people wifdom. Of the rivers 
that fall into Hudfon's on the eailern fide, ,1 faid Croton's was not 
fordable but that I knew of no other but vWiat wasfordable ; that 
the Fiflikill was almofi every where fordable ; I have walked over - 
the country, about Schuylers patent,' atid do not even remember the 
name of the Great Wappinger ; rivers near great mountains are 

fubjed to torrents ; but I know of none that after rains are 100 
feet. deep, as the queilion fuppofes. Q^ Have you not faid a (liip The North 
niight go from London bridge within 6 miles of 4-lbany ? Auf, orHudfbn's 
Yes. ; Quell. W%at do you mean hy aJJnp? Anf. ^. //.vw-w.-j/f^ ^efcribcd. 

'^''ejfel! Queft. Have you not. faid that veffels of force may go 
within 30 or 40 miles of Albany ? Anf Yes ; and on enquiry 
have found I. have done the river wrong ; they. can go nearer to 
Albany, Qucfi, What, do you mean by a fliip of force ? Anf A 
frigate ; any that draws 1 7; feet water, ^(fi- How near can fuch 
a frigate go ? Anf -Higher up than I fpoke of ; I was blamed 
for faying llie could not go higher; ^S^sfi, Who blamed you ? 

A, Gentlemen who have lived on that river, and have a partiality 
for it. Q^ Did you never hear there are funds and flioals a good many 
miles below Albany, that make the navigation precarious ? A, Thei-e 
are two called overflaws/; one 12 miles, the other 6 below Albany: 
the fiiip I fpoke of gets over the firft, and takes out part of her 
Cargo before fhe pailes the fecond. ^efl. What fize are Albany 
Hoops ? Anf Seventy tons. . ^efi. Did you never hear -of fuch 
"Oops being a^ground in the fummer months? 'A, Bad pilotage if 
Jliey are. Q^ Docs-wood form the only ftrength of a country^? -- 

: ' A. b^o- 
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j^. No ; a country may be itroncr v/ithoiit wood. Q^ Is the conn. 
trv from Elizabeth town to Trenton in the Jcrfeys a llroni^ coun- 
try r A, I'he terms fr'c?.-^ and Kvca.'c, when applied to any coun- 
try, if it 15 not compared with other countries :is a ftandard, an 
cvT^'.-.r /rr;v;, Q. Is that country not a ih'ongr country for militarv 
P.n»a to purpofcr r A* I know countries iiron^^er, and countries none 
Ph-Udr:- ItrcniT : I dont know nnv particuliir ftrengtli in that route. Q, Had 
phia thro" Gen. Howe confulred yen on the practicability of that route, the re- 
jcriey not j^^jj being inforcc in that parr, what would you have anfwercd r A, 
sroDg. J fhould have drawn a ikctch or rhr cour.trv, pointed out the frrr;iin 

and weak part? ot it, and iorni- d a pl^in how belt to avoid any dirrici'.' 
tic?, and I do not rcmemb;:r luiy that were iniora iicable ; for the 
fpace oi p;ro'.ind as inany dunculries micrht he met with in g-.;;;-,^ 
to Sufi'ex, Q. Did vou think fomc fliort time bei\>re die rebcllio-., 
that a grr.'?: of prui:r':cc in the British councils would have prcvonr- 
ed that rehtliion r -r1, A military man is not a proper lud^e oi 
the motives ot the FCin^'s councils ; I cannot accufe the Kin<f: 
councils with the want ot a ^z^ir.n of prurience. Q^ Did vou never holi 

that language ? A. 1 1 ope net \ 'f I frJ^ I <iiil 'vcry ^v.vro7}g, Q^ l)"*' 

vou hold that lancrua'^^e at honic or abroad ? A. I never ^-cvA \ 
held fuch lan^unc:e. Q^ Did vou or not hold it ? A, I cnnnci 

anfvver that mv words have been difcr-eet on every occafion ; if tlu'} 
have not been fo, / e^o?:t coinc here to confefs it. Q^ You have {i\ 
the force in 1776 was adequate to the object of the war ; what wcr( 
the objeifts of the war ? A. I'o enable the hwal fubict^ts to fli:iki 
oifthe t}Tannv of the rebels, and return to the King s government 
Q^ Were thefe objects attained ? A. I am forry to fay they wen 

not. Q^ Whofe fault was it ? A, I dont pretend to fay that 

Q^ jyas Jio hody to hlame ? A, I cayti fay thai neither. Q, Who wa; 

to blame ? A, It mav he k^/io-j:^ from a hijlory of the Wrt?', amUh 

-., b'iro- f-^'-*^-^'^ of the cQunfrs. Q^ Was Sir William Howe to blame ? A, 

rv of the a™ ^"^^ ^o ^"^y? I believe Gen Howe never took a meafure he dli 

■war will not think for the beft ; ivhcn I d'd not at'pro'ue of his ?neafurei^ I diJ 
fhow \\ HO trufted my own judgment, and helie-Ted I I'i^ai imacquaintcd i\ilih h: 
WA3 TO fji'-.tli'es ; but I can praife or blame no man's conduct in the lump 

as far as nty capacit\ extends^ I am ready to praife or Maine any part ii 

his conduB, Q^ Was you in any ofFeniive operation except a 
Long Ifland and New York ? A. I dont remember I was ; h 

gli'e me lea'.'e to fay^ I never omitted an opportunity of being in any 
thef\ Q^ Did you think the force ia 1776 adequate to the fub 
duing the Americans ? A, I think the force v\-e had, with the per 
fuafions and other advantages we had to make ufe of, adequate ti 
enabling the good Americans to fubdue the bad ones, adequate t( 
fubduing the rebellion. Q^ Did the miniilers never confult an ol 
ficer of your rank, who had been 24 years in that country, a 
quarter mailer general, and general officer ? A. I dont remembc 
converfing with a miniilcr above an hour in mv lite ; I related tli 

jfieateft part of ray convcrfation with the miniUer yefterday ; the; 
trufted fo much to Gen Howe's experience they needed no advic 
from me. Q^V/as our force in 1777 adequate to the fubduing th 
rebellion ? A. That is according to the plan that might be adop 

ted ; // rvai ccrfairjy €quai to fo me plan ; it was equal to beat any i'^ 

^i army ; and the choice of lituation depended on iis^ Q^ I' to" 

you 
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your knowledge of the country, was the war likely to be a war of 
battles or a war of pofts ? A. K'ven that depends on the ivay ^zve di-^ 
reBed our cnurfe, Q^ Was our force in 1778 adequate ? A. The 
arrival of the French fleet prevented our carrying on many ofFenllve 
operations. Q^ Is our force for 1779 adequate? Ji, I hope in 
time it will prove fo ; but fubduing the rebellion depends more on 
our management than our force ; I am not fanguine enough to fay 
that I fee where it will end ; I hope it will end fuccefsfuUy for us ; 
Ihope we may gain the people, by convincing them we dont mean 
to forfake them ; by convincing them we are their friends ; and 
confider a great part of them as ours j^that would be an agreeable, 
way of ending the rebellion : — -but to end it by conquell:, and to 
keep that country by arms only, would be burdcnfome. 

Examined by Sir PFi/iiam Ho-zve, I really dont remember the 
number of cannon taken in the enemy's lines at Brooklyn. I be- 
lieve Sir William Howe promoted the officers he thought beft of, 
I think arms were given to fome inhabitants on Long ifland and 
Chefler county that were not in the provincial corps. If arms had 
been given to people throughout the whole country we pafled 
through, many might have made an ill ufe of them. The place 
where I firily^-iu the effe6l of plundering was on Long ifland, next 
on York ifland ; I have heard in other places a good deal of plun-' 
dering was committed. Q^ Will you explain the degree of plun- 
dering within your own knowledge on Long and York ifland ? Plundering 
A, When I firft landed I found in all the farms poultry and cows, i^ated. 
and the farms flocked j when I pafTed fometime afterwards I found 
nothing alive ; thefe w^erc fome reafons appeared publicly to me ; 
I faw fome men hanged for plundering; and I have heard that after 
Wafhington took the HefTians at Trenton he reflored to the inhabi- 
tants 2 1 waggon loads of plunder, he found among their baggage. I 
have faid Sir William Howe forbid plundering, I believe the Hef- 
fians looked on America as an enemy's country ; it was natural for 
them who did not know the people, to think them enemies ; peoph 
httcr informed^ too 7nucb adopted the notioji. Some officers in Europe 
would not permit plundering even in an enemies country. I dare 
fay Sir William Howe took the means that occurred to him to pre-* 
vent it. Q^ Will you explain what officers you meant, when you 
faid, fome officers perhaps did not take care to prevent It ? A, The 
reflection was general ; I did not allude to any particular. Q^ Do 
you know any particular inflance where the orders you allude to 
were difobeyed ? A, As often as plundering was committed the 
order was difobeyed. S^ejlion repeated ? A. I can give no other 
anfvver. Q^ Can you fay that any officers did not do their duty in Dcfired to 
preventing plundering, agreeably to the general's orders ? A, I accufc indi- 
have no particular accufation againfl any officer. Sir William viduals, 
Howe took a great deal of pains to raife provincial corps. In 1777 
I heard from people who could befl inform me, that the I'ebels did 
not get half the men they voted. Our army at New York was 
37*5^^5 ^t Halifax 1768, at Florida 1594, in all 40,874, thefe 
were the totals, including fick ; the returns making the number 
Under Sir William Howe 29,478 are thofe fit for duty only, inclu^ 
five of provincials, but exclu live of Halifax and Florida ; this re- 

*Ui^n is dated Augiift ift, 1777. Qi.How do you make out 40,874; 

P having' 
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htivino; ftatcd 1^,834. under Sir William Howe, 10,189 ""^^f Gen, 
Clinton, 34C5 at Rhode illnnd, 1760 at Hilifax, 1594. at Florida: 
j4. The one return includes all the lick. Q^ Do you fuppofc 804: 
were fick at one time, or half of thcni ? u4. There were fick anc 
prifoners with the rebels ; one is the general return and is 40,874; 

Army i:n- the Other of ^^,83 3 is the major of brigade's return of men fir foi 
<ier Hoive dun". Q^ Tj'id vtiu c-.'er hear that in Auguft 1 777, there werf 
5_-_'j=-__^^ 4.0,000 men viciualled, exclufive of the followers ofthearmv: 

A. I reailv cannot fav-frnm mv own knowledire : but if I was k 

fpeak from my cv.-n helieh the vit1:uallin2: returns in Amerla 
ivc}-:lJ fu'-paf} :>:a: n2i?::T'\ in that part of America where the troop 
were under Sir ^Viliiam Howe's command. Q^ You have faid iha. 
force WIS equal to the ohjecl: of the war, as it could beat any force 

the rebels could produce againft it ; had you any other reafim tbi 
thnt ancnion ? A. AVith a force equal to beat any the rebel; 
coald brin:: afrainfc it, with the other advantan-es I have named, 

2i:d mnny I have not named, I think the force adequate. Q 
What are thofe advantapes vou have not named? A. One gna, 
o-'e-.vas a feet ready to tranfport us to fuch fcenes as we chofe, will- 
Great sd- more union and promptitude than the enemy could travel ; ^nagazim 

var,-2-?5 f-^ ar ovr co7r2man{l ', every thing necelTary that this country coM affou 
Gon. Hn-.re g^ ^^-g]j ^ jf ^^g -^^^ been near our magazines : — thcfe are amon^ 
ove-r t e re- ^^ n^niber of advantages : — I need not trouble the Houfe with an} 

TTiore. Q^ What force could the rebels bring againft us where Sii 

William Howe commanded ? A, Yvoxn good authority I ncvei 

heard they eirceeded 16,000 in one place. Q^ Had Sir Williair 

Howe at anv one time a lafger number than 16,000 ? A, Yes; 

when he left Jerfev 17,045 men; and the armies at New Yori 

were then all at his difpofal, and within his reach ; he embarkcc 

for the fouthward with 1 5,000 men, and l&ft with Sir Henr) 

Clinton 10,189. The returns of the 17,000, I had from Majoi 

Smith, a major of brigade, and from Major Wemyfs, a very cxad 

and intelligent officer. Q^ How could you in 1777, have difpofec 

of Sir William Howe's force for the po'iTellion of Hudfon's river? 

GeTi. Ro- A. After hein? tn poffefTioyi of the 'Hi2hlancls, I would have embarked 

bertlon s ^ ^^ army and gone up the river ; New York in that lituation would 

3^^" on ^t'^'-'e ^^"^^ ^^^" fecure ; a part of the force left with Sir Henry Clintor 

Korth or" would then have been at liberty to threaten the coafl of New Enj 

Hudfon's land : I apprehend thofe two moves would have rendered Gen. 

riTcr. Burgovne fecure, and have faved his army ; and a jun6lion with 

Gen. Burcrovne would then have given us pofTeflion of all the ad' 
vantages the Nonh river affords. Q^ Do you know the force of th( 
rebel army at that time in the Jcrfeys and province of New York: 
A, I have heard Wafhington's force was 8, 9, or 10,000 men; 
snd the troops Mr. Gates took the command of 2700. Wafliing 

ton was then in his ftrong camp near Morris town. Q^ Do yoi 

know what corps of rebels Gen. Sullivan commanded } A.\ couk 

not be esratft in that. Q^ Do you know what force Putnam had ir 

the Highlands ? A, After Sir William Howe failed to the fouth 

ward, Putnam detached two brigades to Gates's army ; I huv( 

■ heard he had but few after it. Qt^^Can you under thefe circuni' 

dances be a judge of the defence the enemy could have made in tlii 

Hi^^hlands ? A. I hanjs fuppofid the Highlands in our pojejfioti. 3 
^ woulc 
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Would not have embarked the army for Albany while the febek 
ivere in polTeffion of the Hli^hlands. Q^ Then you have 710 oplnicn .. 
to eive of the diihculty of 2;cttin^ poilelTion of the Flighlands ? 
J.^The Highlands he 'ro- taken affei-ivarchj may give us an idea of 
the force neccffary to fake tbcm at th^t time ; we know ^S'hat force took 

them afterwards : had Sir "Wllilam Howe's plan been fixed to go 
up the North river, he wo\ild probably have taken them earlier in 
the fpring, when they were much v/eaker. Q^ What I'^rcc had Sir 
Henry Clinton when he took them ? A. JLt-vjecn tv:o ahfi tbrcs 
ihoujand men, Q^ W'hat force had the er.emy ? A. Th^-ec or four 

hunJred men perhaps ; hut thc-r forts 'ivcrefuUy ?7tanried. Q^ Suppofs 
the rebels 15,000 men at the beginning of the camjxugn, would tlic 
Highlands have been canlv taken ? jh I have iliid that I fuppofe 
they would have been taken earlier In the fpring, when they were 
kfs fortified, than when Sir Henry Clinton rook them, Q^ Kad 
fort Montgomery a ditch to it ? A. Our people fouiul a diiticulty 
in getting through the abbatties ; but I never heard of any in get- 
ting into the fort when they came near it ; our officers iound the ab- 
batties very frefli ; the defences had been a good deal improved fince 
the fpring ; from New York to fort Montgomery is 47 or 48 miles. 
When I wrote to a McmlTtr of this Houfe (Gen. Howe himfclf) of 
Gen,Burgoync's danger, u-e had had no unfavourable accounts from 
him ; the concluuon 1 drew was'not from anv misfortune, but from 
the fituation his army was in ; his communication cut oft'; the rebels 
being round him, and cncreafmg every day. Two fuch movements 
as I have already defcribed ; that is going up the North river, and 
making a detachment of 2 or 5000 men to the coafl of New Eng- And for a- 
Lind, would have prevented the growth of the rebel army; even l^rming the 
any- appearance on that coatf would have kept numbers ot their mi- ^-^f \ of -N^ 
litia at home ; a landing, not a poficfiion would have been my "^' 
aim ; as to fea force, I would only have wiflied for as much as 
^I'ould have protected me againll: the rebel privateers, andfurniflied 
me with boats to land with, and I fliould have been glad of 16 or 20 
flat bottomed boats. The appearance of a fleet creates an alarm ; 
the fear natural to the human mind that every great mifohief will ' 
fall on yourfelf, would have operated on the diScrcnt villages, and 
called back the militia to their defence. Q^ Do you efleem every 
part of the country equally aflailablc t Jl. It is not all equally 

difficult. Qi, How would you ellablifli a communication between 
Albany and New York ? A, A moment's confideration makes mc 
fee the impropriety of anfwering that queflion ; I can only fay, I 
believe that country very favourable to us. Q^ Do you know any 
inftance of the people's taking up arms in fupport of the King's 
authority? A. People will not take up arms where they do not 

cxped a lafling fuppoit. I would not defire them till they could 

be regularly armed and lafllngly fupported ; polfelllon of the North 
river and the eafy affiftance they could receive from New York, 
might put them in that fituation, and then I might expeft great 
numbers to appear for the King's caufe and their ov/n. By poflef- 
hon of the North river, our army could have aifillred them more 
readily than Wafliington's could have annoyed them ; and if in fuch 

aconteil, an action could have been brought on, our army poileiTed 
•fa fleet would have had decifivc advantages. One vear I remcm- 
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ber tlie river was never fliut ; moft years the Albany (loops are laid 
up from the middle of November to the loth of March ; but the 
inhabitants are numerous, and if armed could oppofe a rebel force 
which could not be great in winter, when troops can't keep the 
field ; or for the firll: year we might with great convenience t© the 
troops quarter numbers of them among the inhabitants. 

Q^ How many pontoons would be neccfTary to crofs the Dela- 
ware at Cornel's fcrr}' or Trenton ? A, I neither know the exad 
breadth of the river, nor the length of the pontoons. I flioulu 
think the river 7 or 800 yards wide; I havefeen in America bridi^^s 
made over rivers in that way, not with regular pontoons ; we faf- 
tened them together, and fixed them with weights ; {o that wag- 
gons went over them very ealily. Q^ Do you know what number 
of pontoons would be necellary for a river 7 or 800 yards wide? 
A4 The fcience of making bridges has not lately fallen under my 
confideration ; but if I am allowed to retire, I will bring an ac- 
count in a fe\v minutes. Q^ Mufi: there not be a great apparatus 
for carr}-ing pontoons, and a great quantity 6f cordage necelTar)' 
On Bridges for making: a Ions: bridgre ? A, So much that I would rather try 

f "° -n 1 °^ ^^ make mofl of them with materials found on the fpot. Q^ How 
*" ^ ^^' long do 3-ou think a bridge of rafts 700 yards long would be in 

mafing ? A^ The people of that country are very dexterous at 
their axes ; woods grow on the fide of the river ; beams of houfcs 
might be ufed ; the country fupplies fuch materials, that in 8 or 
10 days fuch a bridge might be made over the Delaware ; I think 
Czfar's bridge over the Rhine cofl: him but ten days. It would be 
very difficult to make fuch a bridge with an enemy oppofing you, 
but the courfe of the river is long, and it is not without example 
that more difficult rivers have been pafled in that fituation, Q^U- 

pon rafts ? A. Upon raft:s or pontoons, or fuch means as they 
have been able to acquire ; the Rhine, the Rhone, and the Danube 
have been pafled in that manner, with the enemy on the oppofitc 
iide. The polTeffion of cannon and the higher banks give advan- 
tages in palSng rivers, that the inftances I had in my eye were 
without. Q^ What fort of cannon, what calibre do you allude to 
as neceflary to pafs a river 700 yards wide. A, Twelve pounders, 
nay even fis pounders would throw the fhot the dillance I have 
mentioned. Q-, Are you acquainted with the fliore of the Dela- 
ware about Corriers ferry? A, I have pafled there; and have 
come down the fides of the river. I believe it is irregular and woody 
on the Jerfey fide ; there are few ferries, becaufe there are many 
itones, which would favour the rafts I fpeak of ; but I am far from 
fuggefling it as an eafy meafure- Q. Did you ever hear there was 
a corps of rebels under Sullivan between Sir William Howe's army 
and the Delaware at the fame time we lay at Middlebufh ? A, Yei 
I have heard fo. 

When I was marching towards Brooklyn ferry, and came near 
the rebel lines, I received orders to march to Hellgate, and oppofe 
Gen. Lee who was faid to be landed there. Capt. Balfour told me 
at 7 o^clock the rebels had quitted their lines ; I immediately got 
my brigade under arms ; fent notice I was ready ; waited for orders 
to march; and received them about 8 o'clock. I marched within 

120 or 130 yards of the enemy's lines ; I knew the ground perfei^- 

Ir 
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Iv \^'eU ; I could not judge of the ftrcngth of the lines ; I imagin- 
ed the general called back the troops for the fame reafon. I under- G.Vau^haa 
ftood the grenadiers under Col. Stuart were moving on when they ordered to 

uere called back ; and that Gen, Vauohan fcnt to know if he *'^''-""*^ ^''°™ 
lliould go on and attack the lines, and Gen. Howe ordered him to I-']^. ^^ ^ 
retire. 

Qucfiio7is from the dwimlttce, A great manv cnnnon fliot flew o- 
vcr us, they were ill pointed ; fome men were killed :inJ wounded 
bv fmall arms. Q^ V>o you think if the rebel lines had been forced 
at that time, all the rebel corps might have been taken or deilroy- 
eJ ? A* All that ^c.'ere on Lotig IfiamJ, 

Examined hy Bir Willia7n Hoi\:c. I think Lord Cornwallis ?.rri\'- 
edat fort Lee iSth November. I dont know Gen. Vaufliau was 
detached to Newbridge in purfuit. I underflood the rebels paflcd 
Hackinfiick bridge and then hahed fome time. I dont know how 
Lord Cornwallis was employed from the 19th to the 24th. It was 
very rainy weather ; there muft have been difficulty in getting up 
artillery and baggage to Lord Cornwailih's corps at fort Lee. There 
may be bye roads from Newark to Brunfivick without going by E- 
llziibeth town, but they cannot be very wide of Elizabeth town, 
as the mountains come down within a few miles of it ; Elizabeth 
town is in the dire6l road from Newark to Brunfwick. Many re- On cutting 
bcl llores were reported to be at Brunfwick ; I do not know of "^ the rebel 
what they conlifted ; probably provifions ; ray information was not J'^'^'J.^'^ ' ^ 
only from rebel officers, but from gentlemen who paiTed through i^'hocic*'lih 
Brunfwick. Gen. Clinton's detachment was then at New York ; 
the opportunity of taking Rhode ifland could not be loll, as the 
pafTage is open all the winter ; and the navigation to it not very 
dangerous in any month : Sir James Wallace in the Experiment of 
50 guns came through that pallagc in Augult 1 778. Even if Gen. 
Clinton had been lent without line of battle fliips, I know no im- 
propriety in it ; two frigates would have been fufHcient to cover 
our tranfports. We derived inuch advantage from being properly 
covered by line of battle (liips in all our landings and embarkations; 
but I have fecn landings made lefs regularly but effectually ; at 
Louifbourg we made an cffe(^ual landing ; mofl: of the men were 
landed by the tranfports, we had no flat bottomed boats ; at Rhode 
iftand frigates might have covered the landing ; ihips can come ve- 
ry near the land ; the water is like a mill pond; befides had two 
deckers been thought ncccfTary, they might have gone without fide 
of Long ifland, and the tranfports and frigates within iide, I 
think the men might have been landed without them, even if they 
had been oppofed. Q^ Had Sir "William Howe detached 2000 
men from New York to Jerlcy, would there have been a favour- 
able profpei!:!: of cutting ofl' Wafliington's army? A, The ^.rrrcj The dates 5r 
and difianccs will give an anpvcer to that queliion htter than any tlittances 
thing I can fav. I knovs^ the ifl brigade marched into New York ^^^^^'J *^°"^ 
before the rebels palTed Newark. Q^ Would it have been prudent p^Q^,^.' ^^^ 
to have fent 2000 men without artillery or provifions ? A, To in- r-hcls might 
tercept a fiying enemy, one would not have wi filed for any artil- have beea, 
lery, but what was very light. Q^ Was not Lord CornwaUis's cut off. 
corps fufhcient for following that flying enemy r A, Sii-ffident for 

folk-ivi/ig it ! If I undcrilood people's wifii, it was that it fhould be 

inter- 
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intercepted. The rebels boalted they made many ilands. T ho ac- 
counts I had, made Wafliington 3000 men. Q^ Suppofnicr W'af];. 

in^ton had 5000, would not 2000 men landed either at Elizabeth 

town or Ambov been STrcatlv committed ? A, It would not be 

right for 2000 ro have engaged 5000 ; but perhaps 2000 men 

mi.^ht have feized poi'ts ; the coiintrv is fnppofcti to be llroui;, that 

niig-ht have llopped the rebels, and L^Iven Lord Cornwallis time to 

have come up ; if we had taken poileilion of Brutifwick, we 

would have had a river to defend us : I anfwer this merely as Sir 

Vi illiam Howe has been pleafed to afk me, I do not propoie it a? 



an expedient. Q^ Who had the manaG;ement of removing- the n' 
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from Boflon ? A, There was a man appointed for the purpofe, he 
began to colledt the goods, but it was not executed in any degree. 
June i^fb, Exa?}2ined hy Sir JFiU-{zm Ho-ive. Q^ Was 3'ou not 
cmploved by Sir William particularly in the management of remov- 
ing the goods ? A. I had the honour of converting with Sir Wil- 
liam Howe on that fubietft, and oi carrying his directions to Mr. 
Brufh, who had a cornmiiHon for that purpofe ; I thought it a 
matter of confequence ; I gave him what affiilance I could ; he 
carried it in fome pait into execution ; he made u faint attempt to 
Gen. Howc execute it ; hut ^jsas forh-d before he made any great progrefs. Q. Was 
forbid ftip- Qot a confiderable quantit}- of merchandize fliipped'off ? A, Some; 
^'^^^^^^^^^ but a fmall proportion of the whole. Q^ Were we not in ,ercat 
Boiion. * want of fliipping ? ^^. We wanted fliipping a great deal. Q^ Could 

more have been removed than was done ? A, I think if the holoi 
of the veflels had been well frowed, the goods might have been car- 
ried without interfering with the tranfport of troops, inhabitant^ 
or military Hores. I faw a great many fliips faid to be loaded th:tt 

appeared light. I was -informed they were not well ilowed. I told 
Sir William Howe I thought it of great confequence that the mer- 
chandize Ihould be carritid off. I thought the flores fliould have 
been either carried away or deilroyed. I know not what orders 
the admiral gave ; hut Ikn<rjj there yvas a good deal ofjhipping left ; 
which though not immediately fit for fea, w-as ealily made fit. 
Q^ Were not all the Ihipping and naval llores deftroyed or render- 
Shlrping ed ufelefs ? A, I think not, Q^ If Gen. Burgoyne's army had 
z-?A navai come by fea to New York, would it have been better calculated for 
^^^'-^^^^"- getting polfeirion oftheHudfon? A, I think not; the route he 
G*'7ko;4 ^^ tiirected to purfue was the mofi: effedual. Q^ Was his force 

' fuiEcient for penetrating to Albany ? A\ Ihould have thought fo ,* 
and if Gen, Howe's objetft was to go up the North river and join 
Gen, Burgoyne, I ^vas, and am nazv oi of>ivi\on^ that his force was 
lufficient for that objed. Q^ What was the alliftance that might 
have been expected from the inhabitants ? A. The afliilrance eve- 

* ry government derives from the people being of their iide ; the ad- 
vantages are fo numerous, that I cannot enumerate them. Q^What 
did you mean by faying that Sir William Howe had the choice of 
liruatlon ? A. he could have attacked what part of the country he 
pleafed, and would have had the choice of fituation, in preference 
to the enemy that followed him. Q^ Is it then your opinion that 
the oflenfive army leads the way in the field, and the defenfivc ar- 
my follows ? A. I v/ill explain myfclfby an example ; had Sir 

William Howe ^one up the Nonh' river, he would have had the 

choice 
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choice of fituatwn in preference to Mr. Wafhington, who was to 
follow him. Q^Would Mr, W^afliino-ton have permitted Sir Wil- 
liam Howe to march throuc^h the Highlands without oppollng 
him ? jL I never had an idea of marching to Albany ; I have 
(j often gone there with an army by water. I have faid before, it 
\ns necelTary to pofiefs the Highlands. Q^ Would Gen. Wafhing- 
ton ha-vp Juffcreii S\r William Howe to get polTellion of the High- Gen. TTiwe 
hnds ruietly f Jl. Had Sir William Hovve's plan been to go up ^''^'-^ '^^ ''•'^ 
the North river, he would have taken the Hiirhlands in the fonnsTi '^'T^'' '\^^^ 
or whilll Mr, Wadiinnton was cooped up in his ftrong caaip in h -hhnds 
Jerfcy. Jgj ^^ y""-' fi-ippofe if Sir t\'^illl:un Howe had marched to QvuiTi^v, 
the Highlands, whilll Mr. Wafliin2;ron was in his camp at ?.Iiddle- 
hrook, that he would ha\^e reniained there, and let Sir W^dliim 
Howe lake the H-ghunuh qivctly ? /L \'7afliington in quitting his 
I'rong camp would have put hunfclf in a worfe lituation, and mia:ht 
poiTiblv have given us an opportimiry of engaging him at Icfs dii- 
dvantap^e. I have been aifurcd by the ofFlccrs who took the ;-cbel 
forts in the Hi^'hland?, that thcv were not fo itronq; in the fnrinsf 
Its when Sir Henry Clinton flormcd them. If Sir \^''iiliam Howe, 
uhcn he was before W^afliington's camp with a fupcrior armv in 

June 1777, had detached from his army as great a rcinforccmfmt 
toSir Henry Clinton, as I brought him in the fall from England, 
(only 1700 men) Sir Henry would have then done what he aftcr- 
v.'ards did late in the feafon, 

Q^ Do you know if the picquets moved as foon as there w^s cer- 
t;iln notice of the rebels havins: evacuated their lines at Brooklyn ? 
A, I know I was not ordered to move till a Sfreat while after thev 

Cj ' J 

had evacuated their lines. The lines were deib'oyed before I faw 
them ; I did not fee that fpot till a fortnight after. 

Examined hy other Members, I have already faid I approved the 
plan for opening a communication with Canada, by feizing pollef- 
iion of Hudfon's river. I have read Sir Wlliam Howe's letter 
October 9th 1775 laying down that as a primary objetn:; Gen. Bur- 
^nync's coming to Ticonderoga was very advantageous ; there 
could not be a better opportunity of carrying that plan into ex- 
ecution ; the Highland forts taken, we had cafy accefs by water 
to fupport them from New York; after that, nothing-could have 
prevented our army going within 12 miles of Albany, I have feen 
the ride rife 3 or 4 feet at Albany; .1 have gone from New York Gen. Ro- 
to Albany in about 20 hours : the diifance is 170 miles, The fou- bertfon has 
therly wind prevails on the river all fine weather; there are but 5°"*^ '^.'^■^^~ 
nvo winds on it ; it is either up or down. When the Rofe and n^^'g^*^ "^ 
Phcenix paflcd New York up the North river, the rebel cannon 

from the fpacc they were fpread over, and from their fire, fcemed 
about 200; the two fliips loft vei-y few men, not above 4 or 5, 
The North river is ftraight, all but at the Highlands, fo that fliips 
?oing up cannot be oppofed by. batteries a head. Sir Henry Clin- Gtv\. Howe 
ton after taking the Highland forts began to fortify them : but a prevents 
^ood part of his force being ordered to Philadelphia, he thought it Gen. Chn- 
pmdent for the defence of New York to abandon the Highlands. J""' . , 
ine dechne of our niterelt m America may be imputed to the cap- Hip-hlands. 
tureof Gen. Bnrgoyne's army, to the French alliance, and to o- 
ther caufes which I cannon dffcribe. Q^ Had Sir William Howe 

ope ra ted 
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operated with bis force on the North river after hearing of the tak- 
Howe on ing of TJconderoga, iniicad of going" to fen, and going by the Che- 
the North fapcak to Philadelphia, do you think that Gen. Burgoyne's aniiv 
river would ^pQ^ifi \^2iVt been made prifoners ? --f. I flioiild think they would 
^J^^f^^s. ^ot have been made prifoners ; the officers of the army and the priu. 

cipal inhabitants were of my opinion on that fubject, ^ As Gen. 
Howe recommended fortiiying an ifland near Boilon in two leticrs 
prcTiou'ly to evacuating that town, do you know what circuin- 
ilances prevented its being carried into execution ? A* I 'do not 
know. i^. Was not the confequence of not forming fome protec- 
tion for the fliips of war th:it were left, the lofs of manv of our 
vicluailers, tranfports, and ftore fliips, and the capture of many of 
our troops ? A. It appeared Capt. Banks was driven out of the 
bay, as the encmv could annoy him from what place on land rhcv 
pleafed ; had we been polTeired of the moll proper illaud, probalily 
Capr. Banks could have continued ; the mibfortunes alluded to hnp- 

peneJ in confequence of our having no fiiips or v/ar there. 

As to the returns of the army, I fpoke with fome exac'^nefs; 
the troops with Sir Vvilliam Howe at New York and its depmckn- 
cies and Rhode ifland, were 29,478 j the lick, prifoners with the 

rebels, and men on dutv, amounted to t;933 ; Wemyfs't; corps 
the Queen's rangers, and ^d battalion of Skmners, amounting to 
^00 men not included in this return ; if the fick, prifoners, and 
men on duty of 12 Heiuan regiments, and the prifoners of Rhall's 
brigade, none of whom are in this return, amounted to 1599 ; the 

garrifons of Halifax and Florida being 3362 ; thefe added together, 
the two returns agrep, and fliew the army under Sir William Howe 

was 40,874 men. 

^ On what did you form your calculation of the river Dela- 
ware being; 700 yards broad at or about Trenton ? A» The Hoiife 
delired me to fpeak what my memory fuggeiled ; but afraid of mif- 
leading the Houfe, I have fince made enquiry, and find that no 
part of the river above Trenton exceeds 400 yards in breadth. 

As to people in America fuffering for their faithful attachment 
to this country, I have known more inilances, than in that of ai^ 
other country I have read of. 

I am acquainted with King's ferry on the North river ; I flionid 

think Waliiington could not pafs that ferry, we in polTeiTion of the 

eaflern fliore ; our men of war may lie in that paflage with grc.it 

facility ; I think it is between two and three miles broad. It 

Gen- Howe ^Va{hin2;ton could paft, Gen, Howe with a fair wind could conK 

could come down in 24 hours ; w^hen the w^ind is contrar)'", Albany floops ge! 

^°™ *V^^ about iS miles in a tide ; foutherly winds on that river make iin^ 

E^ to-cw- ^^-e^].}^gj. northeriv winds brimr foul weather. I think any army 

iavsaFair.fc OH Ihipboard m that river, poiicnes great advantages over anotnei 
tht wine, on either of the banks ; had Gen. Howe gone up to Albany, iin- 

Wafnington cro'Ted at King's ferry, I fliould not have apprehcuQ- 
cd any dano^er of beins: cut oft". O. Would you have wiflied to 
have got Gen- WaOiIngton in that iituation ? A^ I have faid ac 
anny in that iituation would have great advantages over one on tnt 
fnorc. 

When our f.ect failed for Rhode ifland, I thought Lor^ 

Houc would beat d'Eituing, and moft people were of my opinion' 

^. Hov. 



e peiTon who was cmplovcd ro brine; awav t'lK' I'roros ironi Boi- 
irbid to proceed ? y/. Sir W'iiliain Howe dircclod uU 



'3. How many people do you think were to be found niidcr the 
prote(?tion of his MHJcily's arms at New Vovk in 1776 that could Every body- 
have c^iven a nuvutc ami c.vcu^i th.fcr'ipiion cf Frrj^''s ;/< •(■,(• f jL It is knewFiot^'s 

vtny near New York, cn-oy hoify there kue-v it ; ns many knew Froo^s ^'^^^' 

jifck fhcrc^ aff would know Hampjlca(^ here, (). How manv that 

knew Hudfon's river, the country in Jcrl'ey and round New York? 
A, When people 7?//' from home, the fe are tlie places tlicv- 0-0 o- 

ver ; if they know /rwy country at all it is that, — As to the inhabi- 
tants being- acquainted with the face of the country, their orcat 
traiHc is buying' land ; I luppofc there are more furveyors of land 

there than in any other part of the world : — as to conununicatim:^ 
information : there is a great deal of zeal in that counrry ; nobodv 
isinditferent ; and the people are great newrmongcrs. i^. By whom 

; was th 

ton forbid to proceed ? y/. Sir W'iiliam Howe direclod all good 
fubjec'ts to bring in their goods, and they Ihould be taken care of 
by this Mr. Brulli ; notice was alfo giycn that ihofe who did not 
bring them in, would have them taken awiv ; that Invoices and 
receipts iliou Id be given them; and that however atllrted, they 
lliould get their goods again at the next poll: : Icnie progrcfs was 
made in this ; but the people clamoured and refuf>.\l invoices : u- 
pon thefe difficulties occurring, Sir \\'^illiam Howe bid me tell jVIr. 
Brufli to dclill : thefe ffoods were a irreat advuntape to the rebels. 
^ Would 1 1,000 men been fufllcicnt to keep A\^aniington's army 
at Middlebrook in check ? Jh I Imagine ii,ooo of our troops 
could beat any army Wafliington had. I have iaid before, that if 
Gen. Howe had only taken 11,000 men into the Jerfeys, Gen» 
Clinton in the mean time mi'^ht have taken the Hi^hlandrf. As to 
.my opportunities of information, from my fuuation I converfcd 
with every body that came in ; I made it my butincfs to enquire of 
every body who I thoujrht could inform me of the difpofuion of the 
people ; I had many opportunities h*om converfation, from letters, 
and latterly great numbers who had lived among the rebels came 
in, their information was generally addreifcd to mc. I introduced 
thefe gentlemen to the King's Commil^ioners. I dave not na7ne thcn:^ 
oihcr-v^ifc their names H.\:ould g(tin refpecl and hchcf frojn this lloufe*, 
The Commiilloners exprefled theirs, and had the fame good opini- 
on of the veracity and importance of the informers. 

In 1776, Gen. Read the rebel adjutant general faid, that the re- ^ 
port of a treaty with Lord and Gen. Hov^'c had like to have dilband- ^f ^,3^'^. 
cd their army ; and that it obliged Wafliington to iifuc the public rebel army 
order that there was to be no treaty. This lie did to perfuade the I'^c to have 
people that the King had no gracious intentions towards them, and 'hihandcd. 
that hopes of a treaty were vain. I never fuppoled the Congrefs 
ever was, or will be, defirous of entcrin;-'- into a treaty ; when I fav 
the people, 1 mean the grofs ot the pcojile. The addrcifes for 
which the people were fent to the mines came from Well Cheflcr, 
^'ew Rochelle, White Plains, and the borders of the North river, 
i dont include New York ifland ; they were prciented to the gover- 
nor of New York ; printed by Mr. Jlivington ; but bv whofe or- 
^et I do not know ; I commanded in New York ; but I knew 
nothing of the publication. PoilefTed of the Highlands, I know 
nothing to interrupt an open communication up Hudfon's river; 

Q ' the 
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G.V^-ghan the rebels under Putnam, with a fuperior army and artillery, coj], 

not interrupt Gen. Vaughan, who went up and burnt yElbpuj 
and made frequent landings on that fide of the river. The riv: 
forms a crook in the Highland5,and all the reft is flraight ; the land 
verv high on each lide, makes the fides look near, I fhould '^wdi \ 
1 1 or 1 200 yards acrofs ; but in diitances on water it is impollihle u 
be exact; the high banks often becalm vefieis ; clofe to them there i 
no anchorage ; the tide runs very firong ; I have palfcd throu?r 
there againii the wind ; were the enemy on either fide with arr.l 
ler}"", an army whofe motions are quicker on board of fliip, if thf\ 
found an advantage in landing might land ; if not, they would no 
approach the enemy's batteries without a fair wind to carry their 
palh The inhabitanfb of the provinces in 1777 and 1778 were noi 
able to defend themfelves ao-ainft the rebels without our affilhmce; 
but I have proofs of their being very ready to arm ; I got 10 coiii' 
panics of inhabitants in New York to purchafe uniforms and em- 
body themfelves, without a farthing expence to government. A- 
bout Philadelphia the country is a plain ; a h\y miles diflant it i- 
hilly, but not mountainous. Lafl war our whole army penetratino 

the country through woods, carried often 10 days provifions; 

fcouting parties carried 14. or igdays provifions ; when they were 
clofely engaged they laid them down ; on 10 lb, flour, and 40 oz, 

pork, for 10 days provifions, I have fecn armies live and thrive 
for Months together. Q^ U-^ithout other pro-vijions f A. Tes^ ^Mithom 
any other provijiofis^ at Crown Point, we fed on flour and pork in 
the proportion I fpeak of. ^ Were they on a march at that time ? 
A. They had marched, and t^id march, and w^rr dohig hard work. 
I have often vindicated that acquaintance of mine who demanded 
aOjOOO men. Gen. Howe advifed ports to be taken on the North 
river, the befi: time for that operation was when Gen. Burgoyne 
was at the other end of it, I was not confulted on the Canada 
expedition, J^ Whether you found the accounts given by the A- 
cnericans both here and abroad, of the flate of the rebels, were un- 
influenced by fituation and circumftances affecting the fccurity of 
their own property ? ^. All people may be blinded by their inter- 
cfi, it fometimes deceives them, and fometimes leads them to deceive 
others. J^ If you had commanded the Britlfh army, would you 
have rilked any operation of confequence on fuch authorities on- 
ly ? _^. There are a number of people in America, on whofe au- 
thority I would riik any thing- 1fl->cn I conjidcr that qucJIio?i^ 1 
dont conjider 'ivhat country a man is of- my confidence is perfonal^ fiot 

locaL S^ Have you any property in that part of America under 
the rebels ? A, My land is all wood, and never brought me a 
Ihilling : fome trifles are owing me in America. I Iliall not be 
paid the fooner or the later for any thing I have faid to this Com-* 
mittee : all the people in America do not owe me £. 1 500. 

Kxamijicd by Sir William Ho-ive, ^ You have faid the grofs of 
the people were defirous to treat ; did they make any offers to the 
jirfi: CommiiSoners ? ^. The grofs of the people cannot make of- 
fers ; they would be hanged if they did. ^ \A''here had the re- 
bels a fuperior army when Gen. Vaughan burnt jEfopus ? ^. "^Vith 
Putnam on the banks of the Hudfon. The officers under Gen. 

Vaughan faw {hat army. J^-.You have faid that Sir William Howe 

font 
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fetit home a plan for going up the North rivor. do you know that 
the circumftances of the war varied very much in America ? A. Ta ; Curious 
lut the North ri'Ver and lis €idvci?ilnges rafiahied. .9. On Gen. Bur- a"'^^'-"'s '(^t 
rovne's takincrTiconderotra, was thataeood rcafon for Sir William „•''*? ^," 

•„-' • ^ .1 TCT .1 • 1 ^ .-111 Hiidlou 5 




bir VViiiiam rlowc s intelligence 
troyne was not to be oppofed by a confidcrable army, / amforry his Ij^^i"' 
kfdligeucc "ivas not njerified. .^ Had \vc taken the forts in the 
Highlands in fpring 1777, could we have kept them without keep- 
ing an army there ? A, Yes, if we had kept a good garrifon iii 
them. ^ W^.i there t}?p.c to fortify any iiland when the army was 
coming away from Boilon ? yL Yes ; ^vhca wc were in Nantaf- 
kt road Wf could have taken cur o^J^n tlxe. 
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JOSEPH GALLOWAY, Esqjjire, 

A La-xvyer^ j\2 years' of age ^ and late one of the American Congrefs, 

Exa7T7hied hy Lord George Gcr7na':n» 

I Came over to the royal army Dec. 1776 ; at firfl not a fifth of 
the people thought of independence ; fome had independence in 

vijv,' as early as 1754; thcfe men made a (talking horfe of the law- 
ven in the time of the llamp atft, and of the fmugglers when the tea 

act pa (fed, to found the trumpet in oppofition to government ; nay Not a tenth 
rot one tenth had independence in view. The Congrefs prevailed of America 
o-ia fmall part of the people to take up arms, then they difarmed fo»*i"d<^rei^'' 
all who were againft independence. The clamour of the people to ^^^'^'''' 
treat, obliged Congrefs to fend three Commilfioners to meet Lord 
and Gen. Howe. Not a fifth part of the Americans from choice 

have fupported the prefent rebellion. The lalf Delegates from 
Pennfylvania to the Congtcfs, and all the officers of that rebel flate, 
were chofenby lefs than 200 voters, tho' there are 30,000 at leaii. 
One of the province of New York Delegates for 1774 was chofea 
by one vote only* ; and he was received by Congrefs, and fat in 
that aflembly. From the excelfivc tyranny of the prefent rulers of 
America, from the diflrefies of the war, from the lofs of trade, from 
an averlion to French connections, which the people in America 
fear will end in a lofs of their liberties civil and religious, from 
their old attachment to the Mother Country, and I believe an car- 
neft defire.tto be reunited to it, more than four fifths of the Ameri- 
cans would prefer an union with Great Britain to iinlepcndence. 
Many at firft deluded by the Congrefs and its adherents have felt 
every degree of diifrefs ; from thole-feelings they now reafon, and 
Would prefer their former happy fituation to their prefent mifery. 
The Americans would be diftreiTed if they thought an opinion pre- 
vailed at home that they were in general hoftile to Great Britain-. 

CL2 The 

* Only Pvjo perfons ^Mere at the 'tncetlng for King^s Coimfy^ Mr, 
^'fiion Boertim and his friend 'j Mr. Simo?i Boeripn appointed his frienJt 

Clerk^ and then ihs Ckrk appointed Mr. Simon Boe.rum a Delegate N 
^he Conor cf 5^ 



I20 K'.':Jc7::c cf Mr, Gallo-ivay, 

The CongTcfs have not found it cafv to recruit their armies ; thcv 
have ufcd evcr\- method that art or force could fuggell. Thev havi 

Jraued their militia; fomc have been driven into the field by the 
bayonet ; ic.v fubiritiues and recruits from 40/. to 100/. has been 
given; thev maiiiiniited every fervant who entered. Thefe were 
the m.ihods bv which the rebel armies were chiefly raifed, fince 
the people v/ere convinced the Conj^refs meant to cltablifb indepen- 
dence. V/h.-n Gci. Howe landed on Long illand, the bell inior- 
maticn I cou:i _:;ct made ^Valliington's army 20,000 ; thcfe were 
more miiiti.t than conrincntal troops. After the fuccefs of the BrI- 
tiniarms cu Lor.:; if:and. New York, White Plains, and fort Inde- 
pendence, "Waftiinc^ton's armv dimiuiflied rapidly. The rebel iir- 
my when \\'aflnn:rton c rolled the Delaware, and Sir AA'"illiam Howt 
marched to Trenton, v^as not more than 3300 men. They were panic 
ftruck ar:d defertcd in ^rcar numbers, I was at that time in IVnnfvl- 
Tania, m any who lied paflcd bv niv houfe, I convcrfcd with them, an^ 
they appeared to me in the extremeft panic. When Sir William Howe 
was at Trentf>n, the people of Fennfylvania were difpofed to fiib' 
mit, a very tew of the mou violent excepted ; very few of the militij 
would turn out; the\ eNpectcd the Britifh army in Philadelphia ai 
. that time ; the rebel Conc:refs and all their oilicers iicd in a paiik 
-■^" ? , from Philadelphia ; before they fled, two out of three gentlemer 
CoE-^rs:s. informed me that thev were deputed by a number of refpeCtable in^ 

habitants to wait on Com^iefa and inlorm them, that if Gen. How 
palled the Delaware thev would implore his protertron. The Con 
grefs anhvercd thev could not blame them, for they could no Ion 
ger protect them. J 1 had good opportunities of knowing the liati 
of the middle colonies, viz. New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania. 
INIarvland, the Delaivare counties, and Virginia. Gentlemen 
fortune and inregrltv iniormed me, that the panic extended througi 
all thofe parts, and few hoped of fupporting independence. Ha( 
Sir William Kowc purfued Wafliington acrofs the Delaware, , 
verily bfiieve Congrefs would not have been able to raife 5000 mei 
at the operrjng next campaign ; every gentleman I converfed wicl 
jn Pennfylvania uas of the fame opinion. The defeating the He( 
iians at Trenton had a mifchievous efiect on the Britifli fervice; i 
removed the panic, enabled the Congrefs to return to Philadelphia 
revived the fpirits of the dlfafre<^ed, induced many of the militia t< 
turn out, and contributed greatly to raifing the rebel army ncx 
campaign. Yet Wafliington in the winter at Morris town had no 
6000 m.en, and the compuiforv meafures formerly mentioned wer 
Provlfions ufed. The Britifli army did iiot find difficulty in procuring provi 
plcnrv in f^Qp^g ^vhen on the banks of the Delaware ; I drew up invitadon 
Fennljlva- ^^ ^^^ country people and in a little time a confiderable magazin 

was formed ar Burdcntown ; but the taking of Trenton obliged th 
troops to leave that pofl. Had Sir William' Howe wintered at Phi 
ladelphia, the country was full of provifions ; in 1777 when th 

Britilli array was there, and Wafliington had four times the troops h 

hai 

X Several gentleme?! vo-.\) in hondon hiovj the Congrefs Jqft allfrii 
iude^ declared they ^jccrc ruined^ and 171 the grcatejl difirefs ^\)€epcd ^ 

their folly. 
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had at T^ ronton, fuch of the inhabitants, army, and navy, as chofe 
to cat frcfli provifions were luppru-il bv the country from without 
our lines. For 1777 the Coni^^i-cls A-oted 88 battalions, 750 men 
each, in all 66,000 iiK'n, but they did not bring into the field 
i6,coo, the men were not to be had ; in Canada, at Bofton by fick- 

iK'fs, killed in battle, prifuners, and by deaths in their hofpitals 
Ibuthwnrd of Now York, upon a:ood enquiry, they loft nearly 
40,000* men. Not a moiety of their army volunteers. By ac- ^^'^^'^ "^'^ 
count kept 2:^00 dcfcrtcrs came in to our armv at Philadelphia, and 4C'>°°° "^^ 
there mivht be 7 or 800 more. In all at leall 3000 came in. Per- 
haps halt as many more deicrtcd into the country to their friends. 
Of rhofe who came in, the names and places of nativity were taken 
down; one half of them were Irifh, fcarcc a tourth Americans, 
the other fourth Enn;iilli or Scotch. The provincials in the Britiih 
amiv when difciplincd are very o-ood troops ; a recruit had five 
hard dollars, [zijl^ <7fjfi6cL] Congrefs for their recruits gave 
twenty paper dollars, befides eight more to the perlbn who procured 
a recruit. Paper dollars are now from fifteen or twenty for one.f 
1 have known from 40/. to 100/. continental money given for a 
fubftitute. j I have been informed 6 or 7000 provincials are now 

ferving in our army. Wc embodied a militia in Long ifiand ;, 

but none in the Jerfeys nor In Philadelphia, I numbered the males 
and females by the defire of Sir William Howe, in Philadelphia 
and its fuburbs 44.81 males between 18 and 60 years of age ; part 
were quakcrs ; but I know no rcafon whv the others might not 
have been induced to take up arms for the defence of the citv. I 
difarmed the difaffcv^ted in Philadelphia bv orders from Sir William 
Howe. The well afl'eaed inhabitants had not, in general, ai'ms put 
into their hands. I procured arms for 80 or qo who came in from 
the country, and another body from the Jerfeys had arms given 
them. In North Carolina bv the rebel account 1600 men5 took l^habitanrs 

up arms in fupport of government but were defeated by the rebels. Jl ''' ^^^-'" 
In the pcninfula between Chciapeak and Delaware 2000 took up 

arms. In the fame place on another occafion feveral hundreds. In 
Monmouth county in the Jcrfevs about a hundred. Above Alba- 
ny iome dlfincrs took up arms and prevented the rebel part joining 
Gen. Gates, declaring; if thcv did thcv would join Qcn, Bureoyne. 
\-ecil county in Maryland where Gen. Howe landed much difaticc- 
ted. About the head of the Elk numbers deferted their houfes 
and carried of their elFc6ls, but not all ; after advancing 8 or 10 
miles, not 10 or i c; houfes at moll were deferted on the march to Phi- 
ladelphia, at leaft 70 mdes. The inhabitants fiicwed every mark of 
pleafure at the arrival of the troops. Fourteen davs provifion were 

faid 

r 

'■'■" Tl^i' rehch ihn'hi^^ the 7-cheJUori ha-'c lof} in hattlc and hy Jtck'icfs in 
//'/-;> ?;//<:»rt'/ (7;/// 7n'}:tary fcr-j ice nearly ioo,000 ; reckoned a fifth of 
'/'f aide hfldied iv/'jfes in Aynerica^ 

•j- IFhea our nr?f!y entered a pro-jince^ rehel faper ivas in a 7/2an?ief 
df.'fjil'dafed, the people n'rnf//red openly to refn/'e it. 

X 7:vo hundred pounds hni*e heen gi-tfe'd for a fnhfiiiuie^ 

§ Some had [/jfn^ tie rejl only chihi^ 
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faid to be landed. § The army left Pencadder September 8th, tlic 
finlt provifions received from the fleet in the Delaware was on Ot^to- 
ber 3d. During that time thearmvwas fupplied with large quanti- 
ties of provifions by the inhabitants, and took a mag-azine of iloitr 
at Valley Forge, which I underftood was deilroyed. The army 
lay at Philadelphia 9 or 10 months ; inhabitants 2 (;,ooo ; thefc with 
the arm}- and navy did not want frefh provifions of all kinds. P:irt 
Conntrr of that time "VVafliington was at Valley Forge in great diilrefs for 
TTouId not want of provifions ; defertcrs faid thev were fcveral days at half 
fnpply the allowance ; fome faid they had furloughs to go in queft of provi- 
rebcl army. £ons. Walliington's fupplics in great part wore brought from Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina up the Chefapenk bay, binded at Elk 
and carried in wageons to Valley Forge. The inhabitants adjoin- 
ing were averfe to Congrefs and did not fupply him. Gen. Houe 
in fome meafure relied on me for intelligence. I fcnt to my friends 
ou the Sufquehannah and the Delaware. I fent out many fpie«. 
The intelligence muft have been good, whilll Wafliington com- 
plained of want of intelligence, and faid he was in an enemy's 
cojntr\". Pcrfor.s came to me from all quarters of the middle co- 
lonie?. V/ailiington v/antcd flour, bread, grain, and forage. He 
iiTued a proclamiitionordcrinfr the farmers to threili out their rraiii. 
It was not obeyed. He fent and took the grain without payintj 
for it. He got tew carriages but what he took by force. The 
people broke their wheels and difabled their waggons. The defer- 
ters In 1777 came in nearly naked, except the Virginians and a few 
from the northward. Some without fiioes, very itvr with wiiole 
breeches and llockings. Wafliington feized a quantity of cloth in 
Bucks county for his army, but fome of our American light horfe 
and refugees took it and brought it to Philadelphia. Wafhington'a 
army very fickly, the principal phyfician told me for want of fak 
to their proviiions, clor.ths, and good appointments, at one time 
notlefs than ten hofpitals. At Valley Forge end of February and 
beginning of March [1778] he had not 4900 etfeftivc men, 
this from officers of his own army, occalioned by ficknefs and dc- 
fertion. A much greater army than 1 5,000 might fubliil in a 
march through the middle colonies, unleis lately much altered ; 
they are colonies of provifions ; plenty of cattle, hogs, Indian 
com, wheat, rye, oats, and barley. The army and its attendants. 
20,000, ioA by the country in the march from Elk to Philadel- 
phia. General inclination of the middle colonies in fprjng 1778 
to give up their new rulers and unite with this country. Gentle- 
hajsXoSt^ ^^^ £-j^j^ alm.ofl: all the counties in the peninfula below, and from 

Tcfael Cod- P^iiladelphla count}-, Bucks, Lancafter, Chefler, Cumberland, 

and fome of the Jerfey counties, fent me affurances, that as foonas 
Wafhington was driven over the Sufquehannah or Delaware, if fup- 
plied with arms, rhey had no doubt of reftorrng the feveral diil:riirt5 
to the peace of the crown. I do not fay I gave thefe fa^ls to Sit 
William Howe, but I did to Sir Henry Clmton. 

When Sir William Howe arrived off the Delaware, no abflru^lion 

§ Jlrm-i la^ich.l Augufl 2^fh, lut did mt mnrch till September 8/^. 
'Slofi of thfe ^rovijzifns vi^Jl LavQ hem exfendtdi 
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f>) landing "below the clievaux dc frir.c, ur.lcfs tlic r.-atcr f^uard may 
he fo deemed ; no rcguUir force "m J'^emifyh'anui ar that time ; die 
diltancc betu'ecn the bite of NcwcalHe and the road from Elk head 
to Philadelphia 7 or 8 miles ; Wafiiington then in the Jerfc3's ; he 
did not pafs the Delaware till about the loth or 12th of Aiioaifl, 
and thro' Philadelphia about the 23d. 

From a converfation with Lord Howe I fufpe^led Gen, Howe 
intended going round bv Ghefapcak. I faw the diihcultlcs ; I put 
tliem in writing ; Capt. JMontrefor approved of them, and under- 
took to deliver them to the general. In fubftance they were, the 
difcance from Sandy hook to Elk ; the prcvidence of foutherly 
winds at that time of the year ; as a motive to prefer the Delaware, 
Imentioned thedillance fromNewcaftie to Lancafler where W'afli- 
ington had his magazines was nearly the fame as from the head of 
the Elk, the country more open and roads better ; that fuppoflng 
thefe magazines his objecl, going up the Delaware would cover his 
defign, as the enemy would naturally conclude Philadelphia was 

his obje6t and not the magazines. About 8 or 10 days after, Sir 
Willam Howcafkcd me if my objections refted on the difficulties of 
rhc Chefepeak navigation. I faid they did not. 

The evacuation of Philadelphia Itruck the inhabitants with great 
difmay and diftrefs. 

M}\ Schoe7nakcr told me that Sir JJ'iUiain Hoive had adnjifcd h'un to Gen. Howe 
p on^er to W^ajhlngton and make his peace. At the requejl of the tnagif- ^"^''*" ^^'*^ 
trates. I ivaited upo?i Sir IVilUam Ho-zve. and he ^wve us the fa^HC ad- rTn'-Zj ^ 
ince, ana tola us to apply to c/r Henry Clinton for a Jlag to go out, p|^j^-i to joiB 

After confultation we ummimoufiy agreed not to follow it. ihc rebels, 

I communicated the whole to Col. Inncs, he was alarmed that 
He fliould be advifcd to go over to the enemy ; he went to Sir 
Henry Clinton, who faid he could not grant a flag on fuch an oc- 
cafion ; that the game was not up; that the war was not over ; 
that it would flill be vigoroufly carried on ; and defired us not to en- 
tertain a thought of going over to the enemy. If the magiftratcs had 
gone over to the rebels it would have had every pernicious efFe(;^t. 
The people would have believed what the rebels indurtrioufly pro'- 
pagated, that the contcll was given up, and that America was to 
be evacuated. They would, or at Icafl great numbers of them 
ivould have taken the oaths to the rebel Hates, and bcconie their 
perfect fubjeds, 

I attended the. army from Brunfwick to Trenton in 1776 ; the 
army marched early, and arrived at Princctovvn at 4 afternoon. 
Uaihington's main body then at Trenton^ part at Princetown. 
^^afliington left Princetown an hour before the Britifli army ar- 
nvcd. Our army marched next morning between S and 9 o'clock, 
and arrived at Trenton at 3 afternoon. Wafliington's force about 
I3300 ; this from returns made to AVafliington the day before he paf- A rapi<i 
H the Delaware. Had Sir William Howe marched from Prince- "^^'"^^ 
tou'n at 4 o'clock morning, n.s he did from Brunfwick, or at 3 o'clock ""^^^ off^the 
^•s he did from Philadelphii. to White marlh, he would have h^cn rebels, 
^t Trenton 4 or 5 hours fooner. Wafliington's laft boat had not 
reached rhc oppofite fliore v/hcn the Britifii van arrived at Trenton. 

ExamiJied by fr-wral Members, No difficulties appeared to me to 
prevent the Britilli army palling the Delaware December 1776 ? 

Waili- 
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Wafhington's force was fmaJl : that river about Trenton from 3 tr 
400 yards wide ; the ground hi^h, and perfeclly commands the op 
pofite fide far beyond cannon fliot. I know of no difficulty excciii 
want of boats or pontoons. I enquired about Trenton for niatcii 
als to conib"Ut5t pontoons, boats, or rafts. I found 48,000 feet 0I 
boards, a quantity of iron, and there was timber enough nhoui 
Trenton for that purpofe. There were two boats would carry from 
50 to 60 men each. 

A proclamation was iffued by Sir William Howe in the Jerfcvs, 
offering pardon to all fuch as took the oath of allep^iancc, and pro- 
railing to protect their perfons and properties. Many, by far toij 
many, were plundered bv the Britifli -and Heflian troops, wliila 
they had in their cuilody thefe written prote6lions. Friends to [tq. 
vemment and the difafFetfled often (liarcd the fame fate. The peo- 
ple came to me in tears complaining tlirv had been plundered ot 
every thing, even the pot to boil their vidluals. Mr, Sharp of 

New York, a friend to government, was pUmdered of many tlioii- 
fands of Madeira wine. This was fettled. The rebels made mam- 
affidavits of our plundering, which they circulated over all America. 
J^ Do you know any roads leading round Walhington's cnmji 
at Middiebrook on the north, by which Sir- William Howe mij^hc 
have pafled roufid between him, the Delaware, and his magazines? 
A* I never palled the road from Brunfwick to Middiebrook.''' 
When the armv was at iMiddlebrook Wafliington's artillery ma- 
gazine was at Norrington, i^ miles from Philadelphia ; his ma- 
gazines of provifions at Lancallcr, Manheim, Carlille, Lebanon; 
and I believe fome at Readinsf. Wafliinirton mis^ht have remain- 
ed in the Jerfeys, though Gen. Howe croficd the Delaware, had 
he been determined to abide the confequences that might have at- 
tended the lofs of his magazines. f Pontoons were built at New York 
for croffing the Delaware, and a number of fiat boats prepared ; 
thefe were carried to Brunfwick and left there. The Delaware is 
fordable In a great variety of places ; in June, July, Auguil, Sep- 
tember, October, the palfage is occalionally interrupted by heavy 
rains ; when the rain ceafes, the frelbes generally fublide in 4 or 5 

days. I cannot tell whether the rain wc had at Hillfborousfh made 

it unfordable or not. 

I was 



■ * Tlje chart nf N^rtv yerfcy 'vlll Jho^y that there is a road from 
Brunpivick to Boundhrook^ and thence to Eajion; and it is knoiu 
there are many roads leading round U^aJhingto7i' s camp on the right ami 
left^ hy ^Ach Sir William Ho-i^vc might hanje paffed to the Dela-ii^are,^ 

Sir William Ho^vc could not he ii^norant of thefe fa^s. as the fur-vcpr cf 
the difiriB in ^Jjhich Wajhington <.\^as encamped^ ivas at that time m 
the Brifijh army, 

^ Had Wajhington remaificd in the Jcrfcys^ and per7nitted Gen. 
Uo-ive to pafs the I)ela=ivare^ his maga-zincs mufi ha^ve been loji ; ana all 
Pcnnfyln^ania mujl ha've fuhmittcd. He ^jjould either han>e fought hi 
the Jerfeys^ or pajfed the Dela=ivare to defend the ohjeHs on ivhich tk 
exiflence of his army materially dependal : for thefe he fought at B^^'i 
d%-joinein Augufl ; and for thefe he mufi ha^ve fought in Ne-zv J erf] or 
P cntifyl-jania in JunCy or lofi them. 
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I was refufcd a pardon as unnecefiary. [Mr, GaJlo^vay^ s plan of 
nccomodation ^.vhich hcprofofcdbi Co?igrif^ ^,vas^ that the goi'erriment 
jhouldhe adyninifercdhy a Trefiiknt General appointed by the King^ and 
a Grand Council chofen hy the different AJfcmhUcs once in three years. 
"Mo more need he f aid of it^ as he does not propnfe it as a pcrfeSl plan^ > 
nor altogether as apian of his judgment,'] 

I did iign the American aflbciation to prevent Con^refs takinc^ 
more violent meafures, I have never read it fmce I fic^ned it, I liked 
it fo little. I am ready to anfwer all quellions tho' they may 
tend to criminate myfelf, if the Committee approve of it. I fat in 
the Committee o^ Grievances. The violent party in Conf^refs fent Cingrers 
mc a halter and a letter threatening mc with death^ if I did not jend him a 
make ufe of it. The Congrefs entered their refolutions as unani- ''^^^'^^' 
mous, though fometimes one third of the members prefent voted a- 
^ainft the queflion. In Congrefs I oppofcd every violent meafurc. 
Of the ten refolutions conlidered by the Congrefs as their Bill of 
Rights, I oppofcd the ifl: and 4th ; 2d and 3d I dont recoiled ; the 
5th and 6th I did not ; the 7th I do not recoiled; the 8th I muft 
have oppofed ; I was of a contrary opinion to the 9th and I believe 
oppofed it ; as to the loth I do not recoiled. Mr. Duane and I 
oppofed approving the uppolition entered into by the Maflachufets 

Bay. 
In Pennfylvania the people took up arms with great reludance ; 

there are near 10,060 fouls In Philadelphia, but the militia was 
never above 15 or 1600 men ; Bucks county iliort of that num- 
ber; not a greater proportion in Cheller county; three of the 
oldell firll fettled counties. In Pennfylvania Sir William Howe 
had I think a very flrong army confidering the force in oppofitioii 
to him. The enemy at Brandywine were not more than 15,000 
men, officers and all the army attendants included, 'favc about looo 
militia for whom they could not get arms. 

The people in wefl Jerfcy had been defcrted, it is not natural to 
think that people of property will join an army merely palling thro' 

the country, without fome protection left with them. The army 
occupied P\iladelphia 26th of September 17775 and left It I think 
June i8th r-^S. Wafhington polTcfTed the counfry without the 
Britifli lines, if the people had rlfen he could eafily have fupprelfed 
them, as the well affeded had been difarmed before. Could Sir 
Wiliam Howe have remained a month at Elk or about Newcaftle, . 
the counties from Elk to the Capes, about 200 miles, would in Important 
my opinion have rifen in arms. I underftood from Mr, Robinfon, ijjjproved 
a gentleman of the firll weight and confequcnce in thefe counties, by G.H 

who came to Sir William Howe at New York, That if he was pro- 
vided with arms and a ^tw men, that he would land on the Penin- 
lula, and in courfe of the fleet going round to Chefapeak, he would 
engage to raile men enough to dlfarm the rebels in that quarter and 
nieet Sir William Howe at the head of the Elk. He often regret- 
ted that he had not been put on fliore, I kept a journal of material 
tranfadions from leaving my family to entering Philadelphia. I 
l^cpt none of the proceedings of Congrefs. I held the office of fuper- 

intendant at the requefl of Gen. Howe. My life was attainted by 
an ad of the rebel States, and my cHatc not lliort of ;f. 40,090 

R Jlcrling' 
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fterling conSfcated, I receive a very fmall pittance from •ovcrn- 

ment coirspared with what I have facrificed. 
A fcTcrc J^. [By LorA Ho^veJ] Did not you advife every one of your 

queftion by friends, who vou thought could remain in fafety with the rebels, 
Ld. Howe J.Q ^y. -jj Philadelphia, and were not two perfons who followed 

your advice aftenvards put to death ? 
Denied by ^, There was not a perfon who had taken 'an adlive part, to my 
Mr. Gallo- icnowledge, but I advifed to come away with the Britifli army. A? 
*^^" to Roberts and Carlifie the perfons alluded to, the firft never con- 

fultedme ; Carillle I politively advifed to quit the city, becaufe I 

knew he would not be fafe. 
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REMARKS 

On the general fccps of the E.'vidence ginjen on the American Enquiry, 

SIR William and Lord Howe fummoned as evidences, Lieut. 
Gen. Earl Comwallis, Major Gen. Grey, Capt. Sir Andrc\V 
called to Hammond of the navy, Mr, Montrefor formerly engineer in chief 
vindicate Jn Amcrica, Capt. Mackenzie, and Lieut. Col. Sir George Ofborne. 
'^^^^ Thefeofficers were called to vindicate the conduft of the late comman- 

ders in chief, while in America, from the charges that had been 
brought againft them, both in, and out of Parliament. It was there- 
fore not to be. e^pedted, that they who were fo llrongly attached to, 
and in the confidence of Sir William and the noble Lord, would dc- 
fignedly let ?-ny thing cfcape them, that might tend to throw even the 
fliadow of blame on any part of their conducl : the intent for which 
they were called, was to exculpate the general and noble lord, and 
by no means to criminate them. Keeping this, their intention, in 
view, we ought not to be furprifed, when we find an evidence, 
who declared againft giving opinions, always deviating into them, 

Cither through miftake or deiign, whenever he could introduce an 

encomium on the general or admiral ; and when any queflions were 

put, which might have a different tendency, always replying, thefe 

were matters of opinion, or related to private conferences, con- 

fultations, or communications, or were letters included under feme 

one or other of thefe denominations, all which, were points, upon 

which he Ihould be filent. On this it may be remarked, that if an 

evidence is to fay only what he pleafes, truth can never be come at. 

Others, perhaps forefeeing the inconveniences of fuch a reftridlion 

upon themfelves, gave their evidence a wider fcope, and vindicated 

or applauded ever}' meafure of the late commanders ; though when 

repeatedly and pointedly interrogated, we had frequently occafion 

to lament that they laboured under, that deplorable misfortune, an 

extremely defective memory. 

Kefpfcto As this was, perhaps, thelirfl time a noble earl had occafion 

amVer _ fpeak before fuch a numerous affembly, the candid will naturally 

^^ucfnons ot ^^^ ^j proper allowances for the want of that felf-poflelTion, which 

^ve^m^*^ 15 fo neceifary for preferving order and precifion, either in giving i 

Voluntary detail of fefe or Opinions. When, therefore, his lordfliip, in his 

opinions, prefatory fpeech, gi'ves fuch a ivarm opinion in favour of GeK. 

Howe's character and operations^ and in the fame moment declar^ 

pofitive- 
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.poiititely ctgainfi gi'vmg any opinhn at aJI^ \vc mufl infer, that his 
lordfliip did not mean to contradicfr himfelf, but was betrayed into 
this inconfillency by an over anxiety to acquit himfeif properly, 
and befriend the general, who had fummoned him to the bar. This 
is not the only fpecimen of contradiclion that is exhibited in the 

coLirfe of this evidence; various other inilances of voluntary or 
accidental deviation from his own peremptory declaration occur in 
his lordfhip*s examination. Ma'iy opinions are given, and alfo 
matters of /6^«r/rt;y, apprchenpon^ report^ fuppofitio?}^ and ^f/'V/l For 

example; a high opitihnm favour of the HeiTians ; " I have the 

•' higheji opinio7i of thofc brave troops." A decided ophiion againll: 

the unfortunate Rhall ; *' tJ^e imprudence of that officer occasioned And even 

" the misfortune." A prophetic opifiion relatively to the future va- r'^po'^s, 

lour of the; Heffians ; " thefe troops / dai'c fay en)er ^vill behave ^^3»'%S; ^' 

" with the greateft courage." . A hear/ay ; *' I recoliedl: hearing " ^ 

" 2000 men reinforced Wafliington." A negati<ve and an affirmd' 

iivc apprehenjion ; " I do not apprehend the enemy's rear were in 

" any danger from our troops that day j I appr e hejid th^ enemy'5 

" main army did march to oppofe us," A report ; " it was re- 

" ported the enemy had 6 or 8000 men on Long ifland." A/r/ppo- 

fiton ; " it viz.% fuppofed the enemy's principal ilrcngth was on York 

" ifland." A belief-^ " I beUe-ve the found was about 1000 or 

" I aoo yards in breadth." And hrjide :i\\ thefc, his lordfliip even 

favoured the Committee ivith other people^ s opinions. Such as the 

reverential opinion of the foldiers for Lord Howe; " that noble 

" lord's chara(5ler cannot be mo7-e rcvcj-ed by the feamen, than it h 

" by the foldiers of the American army." And towards the clofe 

of his examination, the high opinion the army had of Gen, Howe,- 

" Sir William Howe was highly ejlceyned by the officers and foldiers 
" of his army." In this manner, though the avowed fubffance 
of this evidence was to be matter of fadl: folely, \ve\-t the 
Committee, by fome llrange fatality, indulged with opinion^ 

report^ hear/ay^ hcllef^ fuppofuion^ ^wd prophecy, — So weak is memo- 
ry : — So frail our nature. 

The opinions of Gen. Howe's evidences of the face of the coun- G- Howe's 
try, and of the unanimity of the inhabitants, againlt returning to evidences \ 
their allegiance, when contrafted with thofe of Gen. Robertfon and yc?-"-s, Gen. 
Mr. Galloway, will not have much weight. Earl Cornwallls was F^"^^*''^^o" 
about two years in America; Gen, Grey not 18 months. But ^"11 ^' 
Cren, Kobertion was 24 years m that country, anu JMlr. Cj-alioway ^g years' ii> 
was born in it, XwcA 48 years in it, and had atfied in feveral diffin- America, 
guiflied capacities in it, Thcfc gentlemen prove to us that the 
country is not remarkably ffrong, that by far the greateff: part of 
the inhabitants arc irrongly and affectionately attached to the Bri- 
tifli government, and areburning v/ith impatience for our afliffance, 
to enable them to iliake oft' the tyrannical )-oke of the Congrefs. 

But miniftry it feems muff: create a country for fome gentlemen 
to make war in. There muff: be no trees, no morafles, no moun- 
tains, nor even a hillock, but fuch as a modern hero might beff:ride; 
none of your great rivers, nothing but purling ffreams, fuch as Gul- 
liver might — ' — ffep over : and a remouffrance muff be fent to the 
flties againff: all fliowersof rain, that fuch noble warrlours may ex- 
hibit their fublim.e manoeuvres in a dry /kin. -'^^11 military knowledge 

R 2 * mult 
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muft be annihilated in this new fvftcm. Your gallant attacks and 
defperate refiflances muft not only be baniflied from military praiJ^ice, 
but even expunji^ed memory itfelf. Fair weather and funflilne 
iDuft fmile on all their operations ; and as they march, joyful fprino" 
attending muu fpread around them her velvet green. Every thing 
muft be conducted by gradual approach or retreat; none of your 
breathlefs marches ; — all minuet movement ; — a graceful opera the 
model of ever}' campaign, with a Mifchianza farce to clofe their daz- 
zling glories. To be ferious : — not a foldier but knows that the ac!- 
Atlvactages vantages and difadvantages of a country in refpe6l to military opcra- 
Sc diiaavar.- tjons are in a great part reciprocal to both armies ; thatan inacceffible 
lages or the ^^^ -^ generally as difficult to get out of, as it is to attack ; that its ve- 
^^^T^^^' ry nature makes it difficult to retreat from, and eafy to blockade. 

If therefore V»'afhington's camps at Quibbleton, White marfli, and 
Valley forge, were inaccelTible to afiailants, as fome gentlemen have 
laid, why was he not blocked up ? The pofition of the Sajcons in 
their ver^' ftrong camp at Pirna, and their furrender, is a cafe in 

point. 

Gen. Robertfon difpla^-ed in his examination, the knowledge ofan 
experienced oiScer, and in general the opennefs of a veteran ibldier. 
His evidence fiiews an intimate acquaintance with the human mind, 
and is fraught with acute reply, folidobfervation, and undeniable fa(ft. 
When aiked his opinion of Gen Howe, he replied, " I cannot praife 
or blame any man's conduct in the lump ; but as far as my capacity 
extends, I am ready to praife or blame any part of his condu6l." 
And when prefled to declare who was to blame for the national dif- 
grace in America ? he aniwered with equal candour and delicacv* 
'' it may be known from a hiftory of the war, and the politics of the 
" countr}"." Many ol his replies blunted and aballied the mofl 
hardened effronterj- : when Col. Barre pufhed him with a mofl: in- 
decent pertinacity and prefumption, to anfwer a queftion altoge- 
ther refpecting hirafelf, and which no wife related to the bufinefs 
before the Houfe, he anfwered with equal candour and fpirit, " I 
G.RoI>crt- " cannot anfwer that my words have been difcreet on every occa- 
fon's excel- « £on, but if they have not been fo, I do not come here to confefs 
-cnt^qiiies. ci \^y jjg feemed to favour Gen. Howe, when that general's con- 

dutft and his queries, and thofe of his friends, did not much enti- 
tle him to it ; particularly on not attacking the lines at Brooklyn, 
and when Sir William Howe aiked, " Is it then your opinion that 
*' the offeniive army leads the way in the field, and the defenfive 
*• army follows ?" Here from the anfwer he did give, he fliewed 
he could have faid more ; he had a ftrong example of fad to give, 
inllead of putting himfelf to the trouble of fuppofing an example. 
it was this : Sir William Howe went to Pennfylvania with his of- 
feniive army and Waihicgton followed him with h^s defenfive one. 

Then follow a train of queftions which fhew great brilliancy of 
thought in Sir William. " Would Wafhington have permitted Sir 
" William Howe to march through the Highlands without oppofvig 
*' him ? Would he have fufiered Sir William Howe to take the 

** Highlands quietly f " Very few men would have thought of alk^ 
jng fuchqueitions. SirWm. Howe ihould have enticed Wafhington 
to the Highlands if poffible, as it is unfavourable for an army to a6t 
-OH the banks of the north river, or any river, againft another, 

which 



Remarks on the general f cope of the Evidence, 129 

n'hich has the affiflance of a naval force. Gen. Clinton this very- 
year has given us his opinion on this fubjedi: : he informs us, he 
carried his army up the North river, " in hopes of being able to 
" betray Wafhington into an engagement for the poifeirion of Sto- 
" nev point ; pollibly Wafliington fufpecled my view, and de- ^^^,' ^^-.'' 
" dined adventurlns: any meafure, which mie;ht brins: on an ac- "^"^ ~- °'-.'''" 
" tion in a country untavourable to him/ A writer ot genius („-i tj^j. ^ 
has very juflly remarked, that during the examinationj the true North rlv.r 
relation between Sir^ William Howe and Gen. Rcbertfon, rcfembled, 
that of a fniveling fchool-boy who prefumed to carechife his mailer. 
Gen. Robertfon's evidence, and that of IMr. Gallnway's were of fo 
convi(Si:ive and decifive a nature, and the otlier evidences to be exa- 
mined being expe(R:ed to be no lefs fo, occafioncd Gen. :Howe to 
deem it prudent to abfent himfclf ; which his friends gladly took the 
advantage of, as a reafon for breaking up the enquiry. This pre- 
vented the examination of the other evidences on the part of ad- 
miniitration. But, imperfe6t as the enquiry was left, indubitable 
evidence appeared, on whom to fix the failure of fuccefs in Ame- 
rica. The late commanders in chief and oppofition, though they 
bad fo vocifcroufly clamoured for the enquiry, grew heartily lick of 
it, when they found it took this turn; and from their -hurry to 
break it up, we may reafonably fuppofe5they were very happy when 
they got rid of it- 
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OBSERVATIONS on the EVIDENCE, 

IJ'lth the E^vents arranged in the order ofTlmc, 

TO render the evidence more clear and dlftin6l, it may not be 
improper to Urate the different opinions of the evidences on 
fome of the grand points, and to prefent them according to the 
order of time, to give the reader a diilincft, regular and connctfled 
view of the refpedlive events. 

The enquiry commences with Gen. Howe's retreat from Bollon 
in March 1776, being the firft movement worthy of notice made 
by him, from the time of his fucceeding Gen. Gage in the chief 
command. 

When Bofton was evacuated, great quantities of linens and wool- MerchAn- 
lens were left behind, though our army wanted fhefe merchandifes, dife lefc to 
and the rebels were in much diftrefs for them. A Mr. Brufh had the rebels. 
acommiflion for fhipping off all fuch goods as might be ufetul to 
the rebels. Gen. Robertfon whom Sir William Howe employ- 
Ed to fuperintend this bufmefs, put Mr. Brulli in the proper way 
of colle£Hng and granting receipts for fuch goods. Thefe goods 
H'ere to be placed again in the hands of the proper owners when 
ihe army fhould arrive at Halifax : the intention of collecting and 
dipping them off, being only to prevent them falling into the hands 
of the rebels. After a verv fmall proportion of thefe goods had 
^en fent on board the veflels, the proprietors of the goods, who 
»ne\v the dlilrefs the rebels were in for linens and woollens, and 
^ho hoped for high prices from them, not to mention their attach* 
incnt to their countrymen in rebellion, clamoured againll the exe- 
cution oi thelfe orders, and rcfufcd to make out invoices. Upon 

this 
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this clamour Sir William Howe, either difturbed or perplexed atth 
difficulty, gave Gen. Robertfon direftions to order Mr. Brulh t( 
deM ; by which means thefe goods came into the poiTeffion of thi 
rebels, and were a very great relief and advantage to them. Hen 
was a moft glaring proof of indolence or incapacity ! The mcr 
chants in Boflon attached to their countrymen and their rebelliou! 
caufe, clamour for liberty to remain behind in Bofton, and to re- 
tain their goods, on purpofe to fupply the rebels, who are in great 
want of them ; and Sir William Howe, the King's general, huin* 
bly fubmits to their rebellious impudence ; he either would not or 
could not think, even for a fingle moment; he was incapable ofob' 
Tiating the moii: trifling difficulty ; or habits of indolence and plea- 
fure were not to be intruded upon or fliaken off. Another officer, 
if only blefied with but a fmall degree of common fenfe or 
.common fpirit, inflead of linking into inaction on thefe interefN 
ed clamours, would have more vigoroufly enforced his ordcrSj 
and have taken efpeclal care to have feen them effe6hially execut- 
ed ; and if the tranfports were infufficient for flowing them, which 
was by no means the cafe, the men of war might have been ufcd; 
nay the goods of our enemies had better have been dellroyed by 
us, than foolifiily and tamely left in their polleffion. There were 
jTrrairiores nanyalfiores as well as merchandife left to the rebels, befide a whole 
asdihippingg^^ of trading velTels at'ihe wharfs. It is in vain to fay we damaged 
xclLi^ ^ " ^^ iliips left behind ; the whole of the naval flores and velTels, \\ 

not carried off, as they ought to have been, fhoVild at leafl: have 
been burned. It is in vain to fay, that circiimllance would 
have endangered the town ; for granting that the town was aban- 
doned by capitulation, yet the naval ilores and velTels were not in- 
cluded, and the veflels, after the ftores had been put on board, 
might have been hauled from the wharfs, to a diftant part of the 
harbour, and burned with the greatefl; eafe and fafety, both to the 
town and our own fliippiag ; for the harbour is at leaf!: 9 or lo miles 
in length, and half that in breadth, ^f ^e veflels left behind were 
equipped by the rebels as privateers, and fwarmed on the feas that 
fummer. Our Wefl India merchants wiU not fopi) forget the im- 
menfe lofles they fuffered through this mifcQududt. 
Blocking Gen. Howe himfelf in uvo letters, in the firil: dated Oiflaber gtti 

op Boftoa ly^^, «' oropofed, if itfliould be judged expedient, to entrench 3 
^'^°^j^^'" foiall force in the neighbourhood of Nantafot road, for thfi 
yeinotdone " purpofe of blockading the port of Bofton ;" ^nd in the other, 

dated Nov, 26, 177;, he repeated, *^ for the blockade of the har- 
bour, if fuch^a raeafure is judged expedient, I would propofe 
entrenching a battalion at a place where (hips of ^var can fecure* 
ly winter, it being better fituated for the objetfl required than 
Cafhle William," Thefe are the general'^ own propafgls, to the 
miniHer ; yet he deferted Bofton, regardlefs of the liad confequen- 
ces that muft follo\7 from leaving the harbour open ; by which ne- 
gle<S we loft many viiStuallers, tranfports, ^nd ftorefhips, ^nd near 
iooomen,mofi: of them foldiers; o.ur tranfports even%ht;ing thro,ugh 
the rebel privateers to %tx. into the harbour, believing the plac? 
in our poffeffion. The commander in chief had it in memory from 
the 9th October, to the latter end of the March following, a period 

^i at X^T&fi'-je months^ vet could not find time to entrench a fing*^ 

batta- 
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battalion. This obviates his hinted at defence of want of provi- 
jions: he had time enoufi:h, and alfo provilions, during thefe five 
months ; he does indeed but hint at it ; he knew he dunl: not reft 
\ipon it. Never was there a more wretched queilion, than that of 
his, " was there anytime to fortify any illand ?" or any anfwer 
more conclufive than Gen. Robertfon's, " when we were in Nan- 
« taiket road we could have taken our own time. From the date 
of his firll: letter, he had five months before his retreat, and as 
much time after it as he. might think proper to take, to execute 
this defign of entrenching a battalion ; the work only of a few 
hours ; but fay it was the work of a month to do it, and to put the 
men under cover, why was it not done ? 

The battle on Long iiland in Augiift 1776 is the next capital ob- Montrefora 
jeft. The realbns given by the engineer Mr. Montrefor, for not evidence^ 
aflaulting the rebel lines inftantly alter the defeat of their ^nny, ^,^^^j.p.(.jl^3„ 
feem to convey rather a charge againft the general and himfelf, an apology, 
than an apology. They had no proper apparatus for an aifault, no 
artillery, no fafcincs, no axes, no fcaling ladders. And pray 
ivhofe negledl was all this owing to ? Did not the general know the 
rebels had entrenchments behind them ? Did not he expeft to beat 
them, when he marched to attack them on the heights ? He had 
been two months in light of thefe lines ; why then was not the ap- 
laratus ready ? and did not many articles wanted of the apparatus 
lelong to Mr. Montrefor's own department ? But to pafs over 
this enormous neglc6t ; could not our victorious army, who faw 
the fugitive rebels fcramblc over their own ditch and lines, as eaii- 
ly follow them ? No doubt of it. But here the general interferes, 
and tells us, in his own letter, that it required repeated orders from 

him to prevail on them to dclifl: ; for had he permitted them to go, 
on, it was his opinion they would have carried the redoubt. Lord 
Cornwallis fays, that the principal flrength of the rebels was 
known then to be on York iiland ; and that their defeated army on 
Long ifland was reported to^ 6 or 8000 men. Now of thefe 3300 
had been killed or taken in the aftion, as the general's letter lays, 
fo that only 4000 beaten panic flruck fugitives remained to defend 
lines, at leaft one mile and an half in extent, ngainil: a viflorious ar- 
my of near 20,000 men. But Gen. Howe would not rifk an at- 
tack; as he was fure of the lines by regular approaches. To be 
Hire lines of turf, and fuch a redoubt as the mud p5'e (rebel redoubt 
fo called) were more valuable conquefls fingly, than if the capture 
or deftru6lion of the whole rebel army had been joined to them. 
Mr. Montrefor alfo fays, that he gave the alarm of the rebel eva- ^^ purfujr, 
cuation at 4 o'clock the morning of the 30th, and that the piquets p^jVoIJT" 
marched in 25 minutes after ; yet Gen. llobertfon was not ordered i-half miles 
to march till about 8 o'clock, an interval of 4 hours. If the pi- in 4 hours, 
quets did march at 25 minutes pall 4 o'clock, they mud have been 
halted again by order^ for Gen. Robertfon fays, and every man' 
who has feen the ground knows, that the diftance from our camp to 

where the rebels embarked, could not be above an hour's march ; 

yet the very rear guard of the rebels embarked between 8 and 9 
clock without any difhirbancc, but what their own terror gave 
tbem, though Mr. Montrefor fays our piquets marched at 25 mi- 
nutes pail 4. Thefe piquets if they did march without bein^ halt- 
ed, 
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ed, mull: have pufhed on with great alacrity indeed, when they 
took full four hours to march at moft between two and thrte 
»i]es ; for thofe moft advanced, as the general's letter informs m, 
arrived ju ft time enough to fire fome (hot at the laft of the rebel 
boats then crofling the ferry to New York. 

. The delay occalioned by the fliameful blunder of landing on 
Frog's neck, and the Itay of the army on that ifland. Gen. Howe's 
witneiTes Ao not attempt to vindicate ; and from Gen. Robertfon's 
evidence it appears, that Frog's neck was as well known to the peo- 
ple of New York, as Hampftead is to the people of London. 

As Lord Cornwallis would not explain Gen. Howe's motives for 
declining to attack the rebels October 28th at White plains, \vc 
muft be content with what he chufes to give us, that is, the gene- 
ral declined it out oi political ?noti'vcs, Jufl fo he aiTures us there 
vitxtfohd reafom againfi: attempting the pallage of the Delaware ia 
1777 ; but neither does his lordfbip explain thefe folid reafons ; fo 
the Committee and the public are left to their own conje6):ufes on 

thefe points. 

Gen. Robertfon eflablilhes the pra£ticability of intercepting^ 
Waibington in his retreat from fort Lee to Brunfwick in 1776, 
but allowing the rebels had retreated by their right to the moun- 
tains, they would have loft all their baggage,- ftores, and maga- 
zines ^t Brunfwick, which would have been a fatal blow to them. 
Lord Cornwallis fays, that on the road to Brunfwick .the rebel 
Col. Griffin met him, *' and he was untvilling Griffin flioiild fee 
id. Corn-. «« j^jg jj-Qops as they were fo ie\v,^^ The rebels were 3300 feared 
^^ 1 't! beaten fugitives, but his lordihip had with him all the Britifli gre- 
nadiers, all the Britifh light infantry, three battalions of Heilian 

grenadiers, the 33d and ^zd regiments, the Helfian yagers, and 
1 6th light dragoons ; and if his lordfhip had recolledted perhaps 
the batulions of the guards ; thefe were the flower of our troops, 
and if complete would have been double the number of the rebels ; but 
lay one third were wanting, ftill they were more numerous, or if half 
were wanting, ^11 they were equal, and befides, vlftorious and well 
appointed troops. His lordlliip had therefore no good grounds for this 
Ihynefs ; for at the lowell computation he had a number equal to the 
enemy ; unlefs his lordfhip fuppofed, that a body of our befl veteram 
were inferior to an equal number of rebel runaways. — Then follows 
our piirfuit of the rebels through the refl of the Jerfeys in Decem- 
ber 1776. Lord Cornwallis faysjuftly, " that the enemy's rear 
" guard Dec. 8th, when retreating and palling the Delaware, wei-e 
in no danger from our troops." How could they be in danger ?— 
Lord Cornwallis arrived the ift at Brunfwick, the day the rebels 
left it, and there Gen. Howe's orders flopped him 6 days ; and o\\ 
the 8di he arrived, like our piquets at'Brooklyn, juft time enough 
to fee the laft of the rebel boats croffing the Delaware. Gen. Howe 
has given us a warm encomium on the ability and condutSl of the 
purfuit from fortLeeto Trenton. Granting the whole of this march 
to be what the general makes it, more than 80 miles, — where is the 
wonder,in troops marching thatfpace, from Nov. i8th, to Dec, 9th, 
jull 21 days ? — ^4 miles a day is rapid marching truly! The gene- 
ral ardour of the foldiers, and the ability of the officers on this antl 

all other occafions, no good fubjefl will call in queflion. But we 

have 
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liave the greatefl: reafon to demand of their general, AVhy was this 

ardour and this ability retrained ? Why were 13 days loitered a- within 
way in the 'march from fort Lee to Brunfwick ? Why the 6 days an hour's 
baft at Brunfwick ? Why that fufpicious flop at 4 in the afternoon '^^'^^^ pf 



on the 7th at Princetown, till 9 in the morning of the 8th, ^^.^ ^"^^" 
U'hen Wailiington had only left it an hour before ? And on the Sth, ^^vil {n 
H'hy that lahguid purfuit of 12 miles in 7 hours, which permitted hours, 
the fhattered remnant of the rebels finally to efcape him ? 

Gen. Robertfon*s and Mr. Galloway's evidence fhew, that there 
were a fufficiency of materials for conftrufting pontoons, boats, oi* 
rafts to pafs the Delaware, but no fuch attempt was made. 

The panic among the rebels at this jundlure, is proved by a con- 
currence of circumflances ; the flight of the rebel Congrefs from 
Philadelphia, and their burfting into tears fliewed their defpair and 
humiliation ; Mr. Galloway crofled from the rebel fide of the De- 
lau'arc, and joined the King's army ; other loyal inhabitants came 
in as Lord Cornwallis proves, 3 or 400 a day, for 10 days at leaf!:, 
which make 3 or 4000 men in that fliort fpace ; and no doubt more 
tt'ould have come in, had not the difaller at Trenton jnft then hap- 
pened, which gave new hopes to rebellion. 

This was the happy moment for palling the Delaware, when the 
Congrefs with the wreck of their fugitive troops, were flying into 
Maryland, and when the panic of our arms extended even through 
Virginia. The banks on our fide the river were much higher than 
thofe on the rebel fide ; our cannon would have fcoured the oppo- 
[\Kz fiiore, the river no wliere about Trenton being more than 400 
yards wide ; there were plenty of materials for conflrudling boats, 
pontoons, or rafts ; but the two boats might have fufiiced, for 

whilil the enemy were amufed bv feints In various places, the two 
boats, each carrying 50 or 60 men, might in the fpace of a {^\^ 
hours, or in the night, have throxvn over a body of troops fuflici- 
ent to face Wafliington's fugitives, had they dared to ftand battle. 
Let us now fee how another general adted, when he had a much 
more dangerous pafl^ige to force. '^ Guftavus Adolphus, when he 
carried the Swedilh arms into the heart of Germany, conilrufled a 
bridge for pafling the Lech of fuch materials as he could find on the 
ipot ; that is, he pulled down the neighbouring villages, farm 
houfes, and gentlemen's feats, for large timber ; he completed this 

Widge in two days, find the third pafled the Lech, in the face, and 
Under the fire, of the batteries of the imperial army entrenched on Gallant ex- 
the oppofite fide, commanded by the veteran Tilly : — Tilly, who ample In 
had been victorious in 36 pitched battles, who bore in his own per- P^"^"S J"^* 
fon the marks of 50 campaigns, and who poured an inceflant fire 
from 70 pieces of cannon, faw, a bridge conftrufted under tiiat 
fire, arid the Swedifh army pafs the river, clear a piorafs knee deep, 
and in fpite of all his cftbrts, and his formidable entrenchments, 
defeat his army, though it was equal in force, and fuperior in 
heavy artillery ; — his army too a veteran one, which had been vic- 
torious, and hardened in blood for a courfe of 15 years. It is 
granted that the Lech is not fo broad as the Delaware — But was 
there not alfo d difference between Tilly and his veterans wh© 
^ffofed Gufi:avus5 and the rebel Walhington and his crew who 
.^^e^/ from Howe ? The ftrength of Guflavus and Tilly was equal 

3s to number ; Howe was fix times Urongcr than the rebels- But 

S Cullr - 
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Guflavus was a general ; Howe was brave, but not a general ; it is 
in vain to look for his parallel ; he fcts all comparifon at defiance. 
An evidence has produced a new charge againfl the memory of 
Col. Rhall, and a new vindication of Gen. Howe, refpe6ling our 
difgrace at Trenton. Gen. Howe in his letter makes no mention of 
Rhall's difobedience in not erecting redoubts to cover his poll, and 
yet nothing could be rnorc natural or more proper than for him to 
mention it ; inftead of that, he imputes the defeat to Rhall's march- 
ing out and attacking the enemy. In America this difobedience of 
Rhall's rauH: have been kept v^ry fecret ; we never heard it even 
whifpered there ; nor even that Count Donop, now alfo dead, who 
is faid to have delivered the general's orders to Rhall, and who was 
equally near, and as much espofed to the enemy, had fo much as 
orders to erect redoubts to cover bis own poft- The want of 
redoubts was one caufe, but the chief caufe of the defeat at Tren- 
ton, was, placing a body of troops in that important pofl, whofc 
Trnc caiife difcipline had been previoufly ruined by habits of plunder ; for 
er Trenton ^jjg^ ^jjg rebels attacked and took them prifoners, they were occu- 
pied, not in defending themfelves, but in loading their waggons 
with their booty. It is a well known military maxim, that a plun-. 
dering army never can be a good army. 

In 1777 the campaign opened with the month of June fpent in a 
fhara retreat to draw Wafhington from Quibbleton, and when that 
milcarried, in making a real one, abandoning the whole province 
of the Jerfeys. When our commander was at Hillfborough in that 
province, he was only 22 miles from the Delaware, but he chofe to 
attra<^ the attention of all mankind by an unexpected manoeuvre, go* 
ing a fea voyage, and many a land march, and fpending near three 
months, to come at a river, which at Hillfborough he was only one 
day's march from. Here we ftiall not dwell upon the ruin of the 
Canada army, and the confederacy of France and Spain, both of 
which were the confequences of his never to be forgotten Chefapeak 
voyage. He could not on this occalion pretend want of pontoons 
or boats ; for thefe he had ; but he did not intend to ufe them. 
Even Wafhington had Ihewn him four times in lefs than a month 
bow to crofs the Delaware in the preceding December ; the firil 
Waitinr- tJme, that rebel had our army fix times his number on his rear, 
ton in three yet he retreated over it with impunity ; the fecond time, about a 
wcckslhcws fortnight after, he recrofled it, with not more than 3000 men, iu 

Howe four ^^ ^^^ ^f ^^j. cantonments, and defeated us at Trenton ; then 
to ciofs the P^^*^ ^t ^ third time with his prifoners in triumph, flill unmolefled; 
Delaware, and on finding our greatly fuperior army under fuch indifferent 

command, he crolTed it a fourth time, and braved us with a hand- 
ful of men all winter and fpring in the Jerfeys. But now when the 
' campaign had opened, our general difdained to follow rebel exam- 
ples, though bis army was double the number of Wafhington at 
Quibbleton, and though he had little need of his pontoons and 
boats, the Delaware being fordable in a great variety of places in 
June, July, Auguil, September, and Oftober, as Mr. Galloway's 
evidence informs us. It feems he was now determined on a fea 
voyage, to give the troops an airing during the fultry fummer 
months. According to Lord Cornwallis, our commander hady^'/^'^ 
Tuifom for not attempting the paffege of the Delaware ; but what 

tkif 
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tliefe folid reafons were, we are ever to remain ignorant of, as his 
lordfhip has wifely thought proper to keep them a fecret, which 
perhaps is the beft method of preferving their folidity ; for if he 

ihould difcover them, we very probably might find them frivolous 
and unfatisfadtory. Waihington's poft at Quibbleton, in the opi- 
nion of hiB lordfliip and Gen. Grey was too llrong to be attacked ; 
but Gen. Robertfon gives us a more officer like opinion, when he 
tells us, that if our army had taken poft between Waftiington and 
]iis proviiion coimtr)'-, the rebel general muft have moved, which 
would have tended to bring on an action. This, not entering into 
our commander's head, he retreated through the Jerfeys, and put 
his whole army on Clipboard, 

When Gen» Howe in fpring, and beginning of fummer 1777, 
was looking at Waflilngton in his camp at Quibbleton, Gen. Ro- 
bertfon is of opinion that the forts on the North river might have- 
been taken with more eafe, than when Sir Henry Clinton- took 
them in the fall of the year ; as early in the fpring and fummer they 
were not fo well fortified. He is alfo of opinion, that if Gen, 
Howe, when he failed to Chefapeak, had left 3000 men to have a- 
larmed the coaft of New England, their militia would have been 
kept at home, and Gen, Burgoyne faved. This our commander could 
have done, and yet have had a fuperioi* army to Wafliington ; he 
would have had at leaft 11,000 men, which was his own allotment 
for his Pennfylvania army ; and Wafliington had but 10,000 in arms 
at Brandy wine. In doing this too, he would have obeyed his Majef- 
ty*s orders fent him March 3d, 1777, and received by him on the 
8th of May, at leaft a month before he opened the campaign. But 
it appears that nothing was to be done that would fave the Canada 
army. It would be fuperfluous to repeat here v^hat has been fo G. Robert- 
clearly pointed out in Gen. Robertfon's evidence, relating to the ^ono^viatca 
propriety of a£llng on the North river, in preference to the abfurd ^ • j^°^^"^ ^ 
voyage to Chefapeak, The intelligent reader, when he perufes 
Gen. Grey's contrary opinion, will not fail to recollect, that Gen. 
Grey never faw but the mouth of the North river about New York 
ifland ; and that Gen. Robertfon has often pafiied both up and down 
it with large armies. And another refle6lion muft always occur on 
every difference of opinion between Gtn. Howe's evidences and 
Gen. Robertfon, that thefe evidences were at moft about z years 
in the country, but that Gen. Robertfon had adted there in vari- 
ous important military capacities for 24 years. 

Gen. Howe in his letter dated Oftober 9th, propofed to the mi- 
n'lfter the plan for opening a communication with Canada, as the firft 
thing to be done. ** I would propofe 20 battalions to compofe 
" the divifion for New York, which would be near 12,000 men :, 
*' this corps to be employed in opening a comranication with Ca- 
" nada in the firft znfta?ice^ leaving 5 battalions for the defence of 
** New York." And in a fubfequent part of the fame letter he 

nientions it again as the primary ohjcBy which once obtained, both 

the Canada army and his own,might operate,as circum fiances might 
require, againft New England. '* The accomplifliment oi the pri-^ 
" mary ohjeSi^ for opening the communication, being obtained by 
" the two armies, and fecured by proper pofts, in which the re- 
^ duftioa of the rebels in the province of New York muft in fome 
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*' meafure be included ; thefe corps might take feparate routes into 
" the province of Maffachufets as circumltances may ai-ife." Yit 
no {boner does the happy time arrive for accomplifhing of this pri- 
mary object, than he hallcns to defcrt the very fpot on which he 
fhould have a£ted, and though he had received a letter from Gen. 
Burgoyne that the northern operations were begun, and even ad- 
vice of the taking of Ticonderoga, before he failed on his frantic voy- 
age, and though he had 15,000 men on board of tranfports at the 
mouth. of the North river, and had firit planned the operations for 

pofieiBng it, yet to the aftoniftiment and deep regret of every body, 
be turned his back upon it, and failed off to the fouthward : — With 
what jultice did .the execrations of every good fubje^l: follow him! 
Then after beating the ocean for eight days, he writes a letter to 
Sir Henry Clinton, as if he had jufl recolle£ted for the firfl time, 
that an array was coming from Canada. " It is not poffible for 
Gcp. Ho-n-c 46 jjjg fQ {^y ^vhen I may be able to fend you reinforcements ; but 

G^C?-n on " ^ ^^^ ^'^^ ^^^^ ^^ affiired, that I fhall not fail to do it, as foon 

to Win fa- '* ^ espedient ; in the mean while, if you can make any divcrfwn 
vour of G. '• in fanjour of Gen, Burgoync*s approacJmig Albany^ "with feainiy la 

Bargoynp^ «* King*s bridge^ I NEED NOT POINT OUT THE UTILITY Or 

^^" ?"P"** SUCH A MEASURE." If he did not mean this as an infolcnt 
r^-^^^™° piece of mockery-. It difplays a deficiency of memory beyond ^x- 

tSiz power, r - ' r. J j \ ic -i ^ 

ample, or mult have ongmated rrom a caule more dreadrul than 
either* He had but eight days before at the head of 15,000 men, 
run away fi-om this bufinefs himfelf; yet from the ocean, writes 

back to Clinton, he need not point out to Kim the utility of a 
diverfion in favour of Burgoyne ; and writes this too, after having 

ibipped him of the power of doing it. 

But where did he go himfelf ?-r-To regale for 5 weeks at fea 

during the heat of the dog days ; to fee his foldiers beat the enemV) 
but not to permit a purfuit ; to lavifh the lives of his men and offi- 
cers in ill planned attacks j to take a defencelefs town from which 
he never chofe to flir a day's march ; and there to be blocked up, 
together with his whole army, by a wretched enemy, not a third 
of his force, — Abandoning the Canada army to perilh for want of 
a co-operation, and by that difafter drawing down upon his ill fat- 
ed countr}'^ a powerful combination of new enemies, and finking 
ber — into an abyfs of fhame and misfortune. 

As this defertion of his, lo^ us the noithern army, and is the 
fource of our prefent mortifying and critical iituation, we fhould 
now wifh to quit the humiliating detail, but the fake of unifor- 
mity forces us to proceed, to the clofe of his operations. Having 
thus put our misfortunes in the train of completion, and opened up- 
on us all the floodgates of difgrace, he peeped into the mouth of the 
Delaware, 50th of July, where hearing oi a fonnidahle ^<^afe7' font 
of two or three frigates, and a fcore or twoof gallies and row boats, 
with a great gun in each, and that Wafliiugton was pofled ^t Wil- 
mington to oppofe him, though in fadl, the rebel general and his 
whole army were at leaii: 80 miles dillant from that place, and who 

did not even reach Philadelphia, little more than half way, tii! 
Auguil 23d, full four and twenty days after this fupernatural in? 
telligence had advanced him to ^Vilmington ; our gallant comraan- 

4er turned his fiern to xhe Delaware (as did his lordfhip with his 

>Yhol6 
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whole fleet of men of war, friE^ates, and tranfports) and made off 
for Chefapeak, that he might land quietly and at his eafe, which 
he certainly did, after fomcthing more than four weeks struggle 
with adverfe winds, and thofe very wi'^ds would in lefs than 
four days have carried him as high up the Delaware as Newcaflle, 
u'ithin 36 miles of Philadelphia, at which town, by his own round 
about way, he did not arrive till between two and three months^ 
from the time of his embarkation at New York ; and by landing at 
Newcaflle too he would have been within 7 or 8 miles of his favou- 
rite road by the Elk, if he had then chofcn to get into it. But let us 
grant for a moment, that Wafiiington was at Wilmington, and that 
liisbeinc: there, was the occafion of the noble brothers carrvine the 
army round to. Chefapeak, according to Sir Andrew Hammond's 
evidence ; to what a grand difcovery does this concellion lead ! 
The general took a month to fail round to Chefapeak, and to 
land at Elk river. And what is the diftance from Wilming- Howc fails 
ton, where Sir Andrew places Waihington, to the Elk river ? a month to 
Fray reader obferve, — that from Wilmington to Elk river, is juft avoidWa/h- 
23 miles ! fo the noble brothers made a month's voyage to avoid ^"St""*"*!^^ 
landing in the face of Wafliington, whilft he had only 23 miles to "^.^Z*" ^ ^3 
march in that month, if he fliould choofe to oppofcthem. Well might march in 
a noble lord fay he did not to this hour underltand the fouthern voy- that time, 
age by Chefapeak ; and that he had evidence to prove Sir Andrew 
Hammond's information chimerical ; for Wailiington was in the 
Jerfeys when this Gentleman had placed him at Wilmington. Mr. 
Galloway's evidence has fettled this point- Had our commander 
landed in the Delaware, he would have had a conftant communica- 
tion with, and afliflance from the fiiips of war, from which he to- 
tally precluded himfelf, by failing round to Chefapeak, and march- 
ing acrofs the country to Philadelphia. At that time too, I\Jud 
ifland had only 1 30 men in it, and Billingfport only 90, both militia, 
there being no continental troops in Pennfylvania, nor were the 
floating batteries manned, nor the lower chevaux de frize fixed in 
the river. There is no doubt this comes from a gentleman then 
in Pennfylvania, though it is not in evidence. Thus, belides ob- 
taining an eafy conquefl from the weaknefs of the rebel defences, and 
advancing our operations fome months, we {hould have faved the 
iliips of war burned at Mud ifland, and the brave Donop and near 
4ooHcffians; we Oiould have taken that ifland early inAugufl:, 
at a moil trifling lofs, infl:ead of meeting with repeated defeats, 
and having the communication between the army and fleet cut off 
till the middle of November, 

We fliould here offer a military critlclfm on the Brandywine ma- 
nceuvres, fo celebrated by fome of the evidences ; but we have no 
intention -to leflen the merits, real or fuppofed, of that fuccefsful 
adlion ; it may be fufficient to obferve, that our commander was un- 
der the necefiity of fighting or retreating. But here the old quef- 

tion recurs,— why was there no purfuit ? 

The next action of any confequence is, what has been generally 
called the furprize at German town. An evidence, the only one 
examined on that point, declared^ that Gen. Howe gave him infor- 
mation the day before, that he would be attacked next morning at 

<lay-break. Ye^ this does not clear ^ip the point ; but rather in» 

Tolves 
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volves it \\\ farther obfcurity ; for the fame officer declined to an- 
fvver the quellion. Whether the army, or any part of it, was fur- 
prized on that day t W^ never heard in America, that the army 
had been apprized the dav before that action, that they would be 
attacked next morning ; but all the circumllances of the a6tion 
would lead us to a fuppolition, that it was furprized. The 2d batta- 
lion of light infantr}'- under Lieut. Col. Maitland, fupported by the 
40th regiment under Lieut,;Col. Mufgrave, by the g-eneraPs own let- 
ter, '* fultained the enemy's attack for a co7iJtderaMe time^ till they 
*' were overpowered bv numbers and forced to retrest, at which 
*' time Lieut. Col, Mufgrave threw himfelf into a ftone houfe, 
" ■R'ith 6 companies of the 40th, and gallantly defended it, till the 

" army came to his relief," Now if there was no furprize, would 
the rebels have had a confderMe tiine to overpower thefe two batta^ 
lions ? "Would not Lord Cormvallis inftead of ** being early ap- 
'^ prized at Philadelphia of the enemy's approach," have been 
apprized the evening before, and have been then ordered up ; inflead 
of being apprized early^ as it would appear, after the attack had com' 
menced, and forced to bring up the grenadiers upon the run from 

Philadelphia, jull 8 miles dilrant t Does not this fending 8 miles to 
Tlie battle Philadelphia, and Lord Comwallls's arrival "jufl as the enemy were 
ofGtrrman- ft forced out of the village," in all 16 miles, imply, that the aflion 
town 1 lur- lajfled more than an hour and a half? If the general had information, 
*^' before funfet, the day preceding this attack, would it not have been 

more prudent to have brought up the fquadron of light dragoons, 
and the grenadiers, in the cool of the evening of that day^ than to 
have waited till the attack began, and then bringing them up out of 

breath with running 8 miles ? Will any perfon fay that Lieut. 
Cols. Maitland and Mufgrave, (than whom perhaps two better 
officers are not be found, either in our army, or in any other armyj) 
had advice ot this attack the evening before, and allowed themfelves 
to be furprized ? It would be no compliment to the general officers 
who commanded the feveral corps, to fay, that they had alfo been 

apprized the evening before of this attack, and that they had been 
fo deficient in point of d.wtv^ as to permit the enemy to advance, 
and engage a confiderahle time^ and overpower two battalions of our 
beft troops, and enter our encampment in the very center of it, and 
nearly cut our army in two, before they could put their men under 
arms ? Whereas, if thev had been informed the evening before, 
they would, moil: ailuredly, have had their feveral brigades under 
arms all night, ready to repulfe the enemy the moment of their ap* 
pearance, and would not have permitted them to engage in a con« 
fiderable combat for a length of time, to overpower part of the 
army, and to penetrate into our very quarters I Another woii' 
derful circumftance in this bulinefs, is, that the rebels marched 16 

miles, from Shippack creek, to make this attack, which one would 
have imagined muO: have fatigued them much more than our troops, 

who were attacked in their encampment, wathout havimg marched 
at all ; and yet fi-om the general's letter, *' fuch was the expedi- 
*' rion with which they fled" that our men were not able to over- 
take them. The rebels, it feems, after a march of 16 miles, were 
more alert to retreat, than our troops, who had not marched one 
mile were to purfue, Qa the whole, if this was not a-furprize, it is 
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a very mcomprehenfible afTair, and mufl remain one of the 
many arcana^ in which the general conduct of the American war 
is involved. 

The next capital event, in the order of time, is the attack of Red 
Bank. Lord Cornwallis fays, " that Col. Donop defired him to 

'* reprefent to the general that he thought he had n©t been fufiici- 

" ently confidered, that he had had no feparate command, and, 

" confequently, had had no opportunity of dilVmguifliing himfeif." 

In anfwer, the general faid he would take the firft opportunity of 

giving him a fuitable feparate command. And an opportunity he 

did take. The general had feen Rcdbank fortified before his face, 

but did not think proper to attack it, till the rebels had compleated 

their works. Lieut. Col. Sterling at the head of two regiments 

drove the rebels from Billingfport, Oct. ifl. Lord Cornwallis telk 

us, ** that the Lieut. Colonel could not proceed to Redbank for 

" wantof a reinforcement." Gen. Grey fays, " troops could not 

" be fpared to occupy Redbank, and if they could have been fpar- 

" ed, they would have been expofed to the fire of the rebel galliea 

" and other vefTels, and that Donop*s troops, when attacking It, 

" fuffered greatly from the fire of the gallies." Capt. Montrefor 

fays, " that if we had poflefled the eaft bank of the Delaware above 

" Billingfport, we could have deftroyed the rebel fhipping a- 

" bove that poll." This lafl: is the fad: had we raifed a "bat- Fonyinaot 

tery on Redbank, the rebel gallies inftead of annoying it, could p^"f7^\? 

not have Iain near it with any degree of fafety ; {o that inltead of ^^^^^.^ ^^c 

our troops being expofed by being in poflefTion of Redbank, they rebtls. 

abfolutely would have commanded the rebel water force, which 

we could then have eafily deftroycd, and Mud illand which cofl us 

fo nnich time and two men of war.muft have fallen inftantly, as the 

rebels then could not have relieved it with frefh men every Hie 

hours, which the poUeffion of Redbank alone enabled them to do. 

Of the 5000 men polled at Phikdelphia and Wilmington, fomc 

hundreds might eafily have been fpared to occupy it, and had the3F 

covered themfelves with works as the rebels did, Walliington^s 

whole arrriy could not have taken it. But the daemon of misfortune 
and folly prefided in our councils,. It has been pofitively aflerted 
in America,, and fince that at home, that Lieut. Col. . Sterling 
would have taken pofil^fiion of Redbank, but was not permitted, 
U'e, it appears, could afford to lofe near 400 men in attacking it 
wken fortified ; but could not afford a man to take pofieffion of it 
when we could have done it without lofs ; for the rebels did not oc- 
cupy it till after they were driven from Billingfport. Having thus 
itated our previous mifconducl, let us confider the orders and 
attack, which is indeed a melancholy confideration. Donop's 
orders were verbal, they were delivered by Lord Cornwallis, and 

We mull take them according to his lordfliip's recollcdlion, *' that 

" Sir William Howe by no means willied Col, Donop to facri- 
" fice the troops ; that if the place could not be eafily carried, to 
" give notice, and reinforcements and artillery Ihould be fenthim; 

but that if it could be carried ealily, the general wiflied him to 
" ^^'ufipter r affaire. It is evident that arguing folely from thefc 
Orders, as given to us, \>y thofe who could have no intcrefl: in ex- 
'^ulpating Donop, that the general meant he fliould attempt the 

place 
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place by a coup de main ; fending him without artillery implied it 
Ail military men know that a German can hardly be forced t( 
move a foot without artillery, even when he has no certainty o: 
meeting an enemy. To iend a German then, without artiller)-, 
to aflault an enemy llrongly pofted, and covered with intrench- 
ments, has been thought by many a committing him to death, 
and equivalent to the cruelty of telling him fo, before he marched, 
The gallant Donop was unfortunately circumflanced. He had 
- ^£, thought the general had neglected him, and had conveyed thai 

idea to the general ; could a brave man in this predicament, cavl 
at his orders ? Certainly not, and preferve his charad:er. Could 
he iirft folicit a command, and then difpute with his commander on 
the manner of condu(£ling it ? After being detached without ar- 
tillery, and with a fuficlent hint to attempt the place by a brilk 
attack, a brave man had no choice left him. Any delay on his 
part might have been conftrued into timidity. Therefore he 
marched, did his duty, and fell. Even rebels refpe£ted his me- 
mory, and interred him with military honours. But, who was he 
that lent him without. artillery on this defperate undertaking? i\ 
commander, who had called off a vidiorious arniy from much lefs 
tefpe(3:able works, which a routed enemy had Ihewn him the way 
over ; but there battering cannon was to be waited for, and a weak, 
extended line to be approached with all the formalities of a regular 
fiege-* Whereas Donop had to attack, a compact pofr, covered 
.with double entrenchments, defended by half his own numbers, the 
approaches to which were flanked by the fire of that formidaUe n- 
iel 'Water force ; the mery idea of Which, three months before, had 
deterred the commander and his brother, with their whole fleet 
and army, from e-ven entering the Dela'Mare, 

In this attack Donop fliould have had artillery, as all the ar- 
my knew, that Redbank, and the rebel gallies, and floating batteries 
afforded each other a mutual prote6tion ; at this time our fliips 
could not ad agdnft Redbank and the water guard, as the chc- 
vaux de frize prevented them from coming fo high up. 
HoTTc in- Much about this time Sir Henry Clinton had flormed the rebel 
fiead of re- fojts ID the Highlands, having been reinforced by 1700 men from 
cr'^'^n^ Ehglandw When Gen. Howe heard of this reinforcement, heim- 
\realcns mediately wrote for the troops to be fent to him at Philadelphia; 
him. on receiving th is order, Sir Henry Clinton was under the neceility 

of abandoning the Highland forts ; and the troops failed for Phila- 
delphia early in November. Thus inftead of reinforcing Gen. 
Clinton, as he had given him hopes, the commander in chief with- 
drew from him the reinforcement which had come from England, 
Itis tru^, that in the next month, December, Gen. Howe fent the 
71ft and the regiment of Mirbacli to New York, which was of no 
further fervice than encreafing the garrifon there ; for the Canada 

army had been fought down and taken prifoners, and the High- 
lands 

* nc relel lines on Long {{land Mr, Montrefor has faid n\'ere ont 
m'le and an half in extent^ other ^ujriters have called them three miles ; 
Mr, Montrefor reckojis from Wallahoitt hay to the head of the Morafs on 
the right ; 'the others^ it isfutfofed^ reckon from Redhook to Jfallahovi 
hay^ 
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lauds had been deferted, when G^n, Howe called off the above-men- 
tioned rehiforcemcnt to Philadelphia. 

Our commander himfclf teemed to think, that his difs^raceful 
and ruinous operations had completed the ruin of the Britifli inte- 
rell: in America ; or if he had not done it, it fcemcd as if he wilh- - . 

edto complete it. Forprevioufiy to his embarkation for England, clamours if 
he advifcd ?tlr. Galloway, and the magillrates of Philadelphia, to q^x\. Howe 
fffj over tOy andfuhmlt to the rebels, — Here language fiiils us to ex- liad not 
prefs our deteflation ! Had this man not been the favourite of op- ^^^" ^^^^^ 
pofition, — How would rhefe cmphatical words — Treafon ! Traitor! ^^''""^^^^' 
Punifliment ! Public JulHce ! been ecchoed through the kingdom. 

On hearing the examination of Gen. Robertfon and Mr. Gallo- 
way, oppolition found they could not pervert the enquiry to an at- 
tack on minhlry, with any hopes of fuccefs ; they found themfelves 
entangled in their own factious web ; in vain rhey implored aid of 
minlftry to extricate them ; it would have been impolitic indeed 
for miniflers to have interfered. The friends of the general and 
admiral therefore moved to diflblve the Committee, which they 
had clamoured fo much to obtain, and it was diflblved according- 
ly. Whilil: this was going on, minlilry were fiicnt, they fat view- 
ing the confuiion and perplexity of their opponents with the cold- 
ell indifference, only the noble lord at the head of the American 
department, though the whole of their malignity had been diret^ed 
againflhim, in pity, fliook his head. 
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ENQUIRY or REMARKS 

Ofi Gen, Ho-zve^s Speech^ Condi'M^ and Letters, 

THE general fays, " his only view is to juftify himfelf — that 
" many fevere cenfures have been thrown out againfl: him, 
" and miniflers have been lilent — that when he was calumniated, 
*' he fliould have been vindicated by the noble lord." Let me aik 
the honourable general, who were the calumniators ? where were 
the cenfures paft ? there has been no charge brought againfl him in 
Parliament ; and he exprefsly fays, " that his condu6l has been 
" approved of, and that the minifter conveyed that approbation." 
Whatever were his deferts, he cannot complain of want of fupport 
from adminiflration. The papers before the Houfe are replete with Flattering 
the mofl flattering marks of attention from the noble lord at the ^"^ntions 
head of the American department; he not only conveys the appro- ^\*^^ll^ \^^^ 
bation of the fovereign, but is himfelf lavifli of praife and perfonal mour. 
civility. Did not the King honour him with a red ribbon unafked; 

and can any thing be more flrongly marked than the attention that 
has ever been paid to his recommendations ? ahnoft all his aid de 
camps, who were captains at the beginning of the campaign 1776, 
are now lieutenant colonels, and many of them have been promot- 
ed by the King, without his even alking it. He exprelTed bis wilh 
for particular officers to be fent out to ferve upon the flafF; they were 
all fent as he defired. He wanted to have Mr. M'Kenzie his fecreta- 
ty appointed paymafler to the provincial forces, a very lucrative 
office ; it was done. In fliort, every thing -was done that could be 
done to keep him in good humnor, 

T But 
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But fays he, " I have been feverely cenfured, and miniflers 

*• have been filent." Does be allade to anonymous publications? 
he furely could not expect the miniitcrs to vindicate his character 
a'^nll fuch attacks as thefc ! the noble lord might as well expect 
the fame favour from the general. He could not be fo weak as to 
fuppofe that minil'ters could frop the mouth of calumny, or influ- 
ence the public opinion! they would undoubtedly be very glad to 
be able to esercife fuch a power ; it might be often very conveni- 
ent for them ; but the misfortune is, that in this land of libcrtv, 
people will fpeak their fentiments in fpite of miniflers, or any bouy 
Flisconanift elfe. It is true, the general's conduA has been cenfured — feverely 
i;;uverfaJ.7 cenfured, or rather univerfally condemned. It has not been in 

news papers alone, and anonymous publications that he has been 
attacked, but his inactivity and his blunders, have been fubjeils of 
general converfiition : people of all ranks and defcriptions have 

fpoken their minds freelv upon the matter, and have tellified their 
difapprobation and unealinefs without referve. But are minifters 
to be blamed for this ! If the general thinks that a vote of the 
Houfe of Commons will whiten him, and convince the world that 
he is a great commander, he does very right to move* for a parli 
mentary enquiry. Indeed it is the only chance he has left, poor as 
it is, ofrefcuing his character, as an officer, from total perdition. 
Confcious as he mufl: be that his condurt in America will not bear 
the ilriift examination of a military enquiry, and encouraged bv 
the flattering fuccefs that others in his fituation have met with, I 
am not furprifed that he has chofen the fafer method of laying his 
cafe before a good natured and indulgent Houfe of Commons, ra- 
ther than demanding a court martial, when he found hlmfclf 
" cenfured" and " calumniated." For though the fentence of a 

niiliury court, and that only could acquit him in the eyes of mill* 
taiy people, yet as members of Parliament are, ex officio^ compe- 
tent judges of military operations, as well as of all other matters 
whether political or profeiEonal, he might think that their appro- 
bation might ftand in lieu of a regular acquittal, and then there 
would be no rilk; for if he did not fucceed, he could always impute 
it to the undue influence of a wicked and corrupt admin illration, 
and his charadler would not be at all the worfe for his having failed. 
Oppoficion would always be ready to receive him with open arms, 
and the merit of having rendered abortive the plans of the prefenr 
minifby, however well they might have been contrived for the 
public good, could not fail to entitle him to a high feat among 
thofe worthy characters who Hile themfelves patriots, and the guar- 
dians of the liberties of this country. 

We Ihall endeavour to anfwer all Sir Wm, Howe's charges againfl 
adminiiiration, and prove that thev are dilingenuous and ill found- 

Hischar-es ^^^ ^ ^^7^' " ^^^ orders fhould have been clear" — not whifpers 
d^D-cuu- acrofs the Atlantic ; " not fo ambiguoufly exprefled, that they 
ous. <« might always be explained away." He complains of wanting 

the confidence and fupport of his fuperiors- — the want of a plan 

from home, &c. yet at the fame time acknowledges, " that his own 

plans and meafures met with fuch approbation from the minlfter, 

that be could julHfy himfelf under it if he thought proper." Is 

it not a ftrong proof of confidence in a general, when unhampered 
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by inftru6tions, and iincontroulcd bv anv fupcnor power, he is left 

entirely at liberty to follow his own plans, and profecute a war ac- 
cording to his own ideas ? and was it ever before a matter of feri- 
ous complaint againfl a minill'er, that he did not furnifli military 
plans in detail to u commander in chief; efj')ecially when every 
plan propofed by the general was fare to meet with approbation ? 
The iecretary ofilate, in his letter dated October 22^ 177^) ^x- 
prefsly fays, " his Majellv does not intend that the general ftiould 
" in his plans of operation be confined to anv particular province : 
" his choice of fituation miift in that refpecl: be governed by his 
** own judgment." How many times in rh.e courfe of a few 
months did Sir AVilliam Howe alter his plan for the campaign oi 
1777? between the months of November and April, no lefs than 
four, eilentialiy different from each other, were propofed, and yet 
h'j the general's own account, each of them in its turn was approv- 
ed of. The minifler in his letter of the 3d of March fays, " I am 
" now commanded to acquaint you, that the King entirely ap- Generous 
** proves of your deviation from the plan which you formerly {w^- confidencft 
" gefted." And again, May i8th, " As you muftfrom your fitua- W/^'"*'^ ^^ 
" tion and military fkill, be a competent judge of the propriety of e- ^'"^' 
" very plan, his Majelly does jiot hefitate to approve the alterations 
** which you propofe," Indeed the nature of the American fervice 
requires that the general fhould be at liberty to vary his plan of o- 
pcrations, according to the varying circumftances of the war; and 
to any, who will take the trouble to call his eye over the American 
correfpondence, it will plainly appear, that the mod ample and ge- 
nerous confidence was placed in Sir William Howe, from the time 

he came to the chief command till he afked leave to return to this 
country. — He was not only fupported with the whole weight of go- 
vernment, but was indulged in all his wlflaes both for himfelf and 
his friends. — Unalked favours and honours were heaped upon him 
with the moft liberal hand — and he was entrufled with every power 
both civil and military, that could add weight and dignity to his 
fituation, or claim refped from thofe about him, and from the 
world. 

But though he ivas left thus entirely at liberty to act as he 
thought proper, and as exigences might require, yet he was by no 
means ignorant of the ideas of adminiiiration refpcding the future 
operations of the war. The minifler did very often take the liber- 
ty of humbly propoling his plans, though he never prefumed fo 
far as to give any pofitive orders in confequence of them. Indeed 
fometimes the King went fo far as to fuggeil his ideas, and his roy- 
al will and pleafure ha.5 been fignified by the fecretary of ftate. I 
confefs that this in any other fervice would be conllrued an order, 
but I hope the general will not complain of it as fuch, as he never 
thought proper in any one inftance to pay the leail attention to it, 
any more than to the plans fuggeiied by the minifler. Sir William ^^^ ^^^ 
Howe and his noble brother hai'^ethe entire merit of every military '\**^°-y"^ 
plan that was executed during his command, not exceptmg the ta- „e^, ^^,aj.. 
nious one of the voyage round the capes of Virginia and up Chefa- 
peak bay, which brought on the lofs of Burgoyne's army, the pre- 
fent war with France, and every fubfequcnt evil that has arifen 

from them to this country, 

T z The 
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The g'eneral in his fpccch complains of the minifter for havino 
fent him a copy of his letter to Sir Guy Carleton (containing the 
arang'ements for the Canada expedition) without any Inilru611ons 
whatever to himfclf. I am aftonifhcd that an ofiicer could hazard 
a charge fo unmilitar)". Could any inftructions be necefTary when 

the copy of the fecretary of Hate's difpatch made him perfectly ac- 
fjuaintcd with every circumllance relatin^: to the northern army ? 
Does not the letter fay, that Sir Guy Carleton was to " detach 
" Lieut. Gen. Bur^^oyne with diret^on to proceed with all poffible 
*' expedition to join (him) Gen. Howe, and to put himfeit under 
*' his command?" That*' with a view of quelling the rebellion 
" as foon as poffiblc, it is become hi^rhly ncceffar}'' that the moft 
" fpeedy jun*5iion of the two armies fliould be effected?'* And in 
another place, " I Ihall write to Sir William Howe from hence by 
*' the firfi: packet ; but you will neverthelefs endeavour ro_2;ivehim 
*' the earliell intelligence of this meafurc, and alfo direft Lieut, 
*• Gen. Burgoj'ne, and Lieut. Col. St. Leger, to negleft no op- 
*' portunitv of doing the fame, that they may receive inftruftlons 
" from Sir William Howe.'* Surely no order could have been 
framed that, in the eves of a military man, could appear more bind- 
ing upon the general, than the copy of this letter to Sir Guy Cnr- 

Icton ? it made a part of a general plan, from which he could not 
deviate, without hazarding or de'jotivg an expedition, whofe move- 
ments he had not time to countermand, and whofe operations he 
knew were begun. The moment thefe troops croficd the lakes, 
they became a part of his army, and their fubfequent misfortunes, 
if they arole from the want of fupport and co-operation, are as much 
to be laid to his charge, as the furprife and defeat of the HeiTians, 
which he leftexpofed and unfupported at Trenton. 
Tur?»3ac- Gen. Hovre, in the beginning ot his fpeech exprefsly declared, 
cuisr. he only meant to '" juftify himfelf ;" yet we afterwards find him 

turned the accufer, and obliquely charging adminiftration with 
crimes of the moil: ferious nature — that of hiding from Parliament 
the true ilate of our affairs in America, and promiiing fuccefs, when 
the}- knew there was no reafon to espe£t it. This ground Mr. Fox 
took up after him, and with his ufual virulence charged minifters 
directly with having " treacheroully and traiteroufly deceived this 
*■ countr\'." He fald thev had declared to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, " that they had reafon to e:spetl a fuccefsful campaign, 
*' when they knew, and when they had it in their pockets under 
'' the general's own hand, that nothing was to be expelled." 

The general's words were not fo pointed as thofe of Mr. Fox, 
nor did they convc)^ a charge fo direcftly ; yet their meaning is the 
fame. They were as follow : " The noble lord faid he learned from 
*' his intelligence the diihculties the rebels were under in raifing 
*' troops, that he hoped I Ihould be able to get a fufficient force in 
*' Pennfylvania for the defence of that province; and he flill hop- 
*' ed that this campaign would be the laff. So that in fpite of my 
*' poiitive affurances from the fpot, the rainiiler's delufive hopes 

'* and conjectures were to influence him in oppoiition to my certain 

*' knowledge. 

However delufive the miniffer's hopes and conje£lures may have 

J>eenj his intelligence does not appear to have been materially dif- 
ferent 
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ferent from that of the general, notwithilanding this round aflertion 
to the contrary.— Let us hear what the general's letters fay up- 
on this fubje£i: — thofe very letters which Mr. Fox charges the mi- 
nidcr with having had in his pocket when he told the Houfe he had 
rcafon to expe£t a fuccefsftil campaign. April 2d, 1777, he writes 
from New York, that " it is his opinion the rebels will not be 
" able to raife their army voted lail: autumn, &c." And again, 
" I have reafon to expect in cafe of fucecfs in Pcnnfylvania, there ^'^ ^'^ 
" will be found a considerable part of the inhabitants who mav be ^"^'^'■l'^'^ 

, .. , .... , ' • ■ 1 .- I •" • promilcs. 

*' embodied as militia, and ionic as pn)vincini troops, tor the m- 
'' terior defence of the province, vs'hich muft be a f^reat aid In the 
" further prop^rcfs of the war." And in the fame letter he fays, 
" frill I think it probable that by the latter end of the campai'^n, 
" we fhall be in poiTeffion of the provinces of New York, the Jer- 
*' feys, and Pennfylvania." In his letter of the ::cth December 
1776, the general tells the miniiler, that, " the oj)'nlons of 
*' people were much changed in Pennfylvania, and their minds in 
" general, from the late progtcfs of the army, difpofed to peace ; 
'* in which fentiment they would be confirmed by our getting pof- 
" feflion of Philadelphia." — And he fays in his fpeech, " lv[ the 
*' mean time from a 1 the intelligence I received, the rediiO'lion of 
" Pennfylvania appeared very pra(^lcablc, though I fliouid have 
" but an army of 19,000 men, 

I will not inlifl: upon the fac^-, that the rebels did at^ually find 
difficulties in railing troops, but will, for the fake of the argument, 
fuppofe the minifler ignorant of what evcrv body clfc knew ; nor 
will I lay any ftrefs upon the great abilities of the general, nor his 
aclivity and " impatience to begin the campaign," which arc men- 
tioned by the miniiler in his letter of the 1 8th May, and are gi- 
ven as reafons for his hopinij for a fucccisful camnaip'n. I will 

JO X ^ 1 

confine myfelf {imply to the intormation contained in the general s 
letters, and will then leave it to the world to jiKkt". whether the 
miniller's aiiertion is not juHincd in the moU ample m.anner, even 
upon this ground. The noble lord told the Houfe, " that he had 
*' reafon to expect a fuccefsful cam])aign," The general writes to the 
noble lord, " that by the latter end of the campaign he experts to Min-fler 
" he in polTcffion of the provinces of New York, Jerfeys, and Penn- ji'-tincd 
" fvlvania :" 'tis true he adds, " that this in feme meafure mufl J''""^ , 
" depend upon the iliccefies of the northern army." In his letter to ^^^.^ ]', 

Sir Guy Carleton, inclofed in the letter to the miailter of the 26. of ^cra. 
April, Gen. Howe writes, " that the polfcilion of Ticonderoga 
" would naturally be the firfl; object of the northern nvmy ;" and 
recommended " the fecuring Albany and the adjacent country" as 
the fecond. " The further progrefs of this corps," fays he, " de- 
" pending fo much upon the enemy's movements, cannot be fore- 
" feen at this difrance of time, ilill I flatter myfelf, and have rea- 
" fon to expert the friends of government in that part of the coun- 
** try, will be found fo numerous, and fo ready to give every aid 
'* and ailiftance in their power, that it will prove no diilicult taik 
" to reduce the more rebellious parts of the province." The i6th 
of July the general writes, " the enemy's movements taking this 
" turn," (viz. Wafliington marching to the defence of Pennfylva- 
nia) " I apprehend Gen. Burgovnc will meet with little interrup- 
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" tion, other.vife than the difficulties he muft encounter In tranf, 
" porting irores and provifions for the fupply of his army." But 
let U5 fee how far the miniiler*s hopes were authorifed by his in- 
telligence from that quarter. Gen. Burgoyne, in his letter dated 
And Bar- Skecnfborough, Tulv iirh, 1777, fa3*s, " your lordfhlp will pnr^ 
go_.i.e 5. ci (^Qj3 j^^^ jf J lament that iny orders do not give me the latitude 

I ventuied to propofe, in mv original project for the campaign, 
to make a real effort, infread of a feint upon Ne\v England. As 
things have turned out, were I at liberty to march in force im^ 
mediately by my left, inflcad of my right, I fliould have litde 
douhr of fubduing before winter the provinces where the rcbcIJlon 
originated. If my late letters reac!i Mr. Howe, I ftill hope this 
plan may be adopted from Albany." 
AVho would not have ima?rined from thefe accounts that the re* 

bellion was at an end ? Who would have hcfitatcd at promiling a 

fuccefsful campaign ? It is true, our expectations were deceived, 

our hopes were nioft cruelly difappointed ; but iliall the authors oF 

our misfortunes, thofe very men who flattered us with the hope oi" 

brilliant fuccefs from operations they themfelves planned, and who 

afterwards by their delays and blunders wailed the campaign -^w^ 

ThcGfc^-v- facrificed our armies, be allowed to call thofe hopes delufive, and 

ersjjrn ac- charge the minifter with deceiving Parliament, when they them- 

" ^^^' fclves have been the only deceivers. 

Was the force fent out from this country equal to the of^jetfts of 
the American war r The noble lord at tlie head of the American 
department being a&ed in the Houfe of Commons, foon after he 
came into office, what force he thought would be fufficient to reduce 
the revolted colonies r replied, '* that the meafures of the force 

" Ihould be the wifhes of the general." This truly Is a generous 
method of eftimating force for military operations. And we find 
that Gen. Howe's wiflies were not only gratified in this rcfpe^l, but 
the force that was fent out in the fpring of 1776, fo far exceeded 
his moil fanguine expectations, that he appears to have been fur^ 
prifed to a decree of aftonifliment at the amazing efforts that had 
been made. What he thought of the preparations, and of the mi- 
niiler, under whofe immediate direction they wera made, will bed 
appear, by his own letter, dated Halifax, 8th June, 1776, where 
Ho-wc afro- he fays, " I cannot take leave of your iordfliip without exprelling 
niihed ar *' my Utter amazement at the declfive and maiterly ffrokes for car- 
rying fuch exrenfive plans into immediate execution, as have 
been effected fince your lordfliip has affumed the conduct of this 
war, which is already moft happily experienced by thofe who 
have the honour of ferving here under your aufpices. That you 
may finally receive the acknowledgements of a grateful country, 
the tailing glory which fuch fervices merit ; and that I may in 
fome degree contribute to the completion of meafures fo vigo- 
roully concerted, is the fervent wiih of your lordfln'p's, &c. 
W. Howe." In his letter of the 2d of April 1777, the general 
acknowledges that the force of 1776 was adequate to its object. It 
would be therefore prepoflerous in me to adduce a iingle argument 
to prove it. I will, however, beg leave juft to ffate the following 
fiec^^, that Gen. Howe's army in 1776, exceeded 30,000 regukr, 

efft-aive troops, escluilve of thofe left at Halifax, and of tke noti 
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thern army, and that Wafliin^ton's army did not amount to more 
than 16,000 rnen. 

By what means fuch an army, fo well appointed, fervcd by fo 
large a train of artillery, and attended by lb numerous a fleet, could 
full of fucccfs againft a divided people, dclVitute of oflicers, foldlers, 
mao;azines, fortified towns, fliips of war, or any apparent refources, 
u'lll be the fubjedl of my enquiry. I follow the ii^cncral in not cn- 




p nis conauct wnere nc tnoun-nt prope 
in his fpeech, viz. at thfc time of his receiving; orders from the Se- 
cretary of State for evacuating Boilon, and before I follou" him to 
the foLithward will fliew — that by his not quitting Uollon when he 
was ordered to do it, and it might have been ctiectcd without anv 
difgrace, the army remained thro' the winter cooped up in a mofl 
ignominious fituation, fuffering for want of ncceflarics, expofed to 
infult, and were neither the objetn:s of terror, or caufe of dillrefs 
to the rebels; — that by abandoning that poil when he had wrote 
to government that he fliould nor, and by declaring that Bofton 
n-as tenable and then fufferino: the rebels to drive him from it 
with marks of difgrace, he did his utnioil to dcprcfs the fpirits of 
the troops and to raife thofe of the rebels ; — that tho' the invincible 
fortitude of Britifh troops prevented the firfl:, the latter had its full 
effect ; the defe£tion from Great Britain was greatly in.creafed, and 
the rebels excited to exertions that otherwife they would never have 
attempted. — That by not blockading the harbour, as the general 
himfelf had recommended, in cafe Bofton fliould be evacuated, and 

leaving that as well as the other fca poits on the coail: in every ref- 

pe£t: open and accommodated to their naval efforts, the rebels not 

only fupplied themfelvcs with military llores from our own fl"orc- 

fliips, and captured great numbers of our troops, but were enabled 

to colledl: fuch a marine as to make depredations on our trade in every 

part of the world, which for fomc time was the fole fupport of the 

rebellion: and that bv going northward, 600 miles further from 

the intended Icenc of atlion, inllcad of going fouthvvard as he had 

been direi^ed, the fpring and fummer were walled away. Wafli- 

in;^ton had four or five months leifure to fortify N'cw York and its 

(iependencies, and to draw the whole force of the continent to the Hiswretch- 

fpot where he knew our main army was defined. So that finally, ed manoeu- 

with an army fo decidedly fupcrior to the cnemv, the general did vres and 

little more in that campaign than provide winter quarters for the wrctchea 

troops. But thefe wretched manoeuvres, unequalled but by the '^^*^""^' 
Wretched excufes made for them, fliall now be the fubjcitt of con- 
lideration. 

Having now fully obviated the charges which the general thought 
proper to inftitute againlf the minifter, I will confidcr Sir William 
Howe's vindication of his own condutl. " The order (fays he) 
" for evacuating Bofton came too late for me to execute it when I 
" received it. I did execute it on the r7th of March, and in a 
" manner, I truf}, that was free from difgrace." It is only necella- 
ry to conlider what thofe orders were, and the time and manner in 
which they were executed, to decide on this part of the general's 
"-'ondu^^h In the beginning of November 1775? Gen. Howe re- 
ceived 
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ccived a letter from the Earl of Dartmouth, wherein, after rcfer- 
iiig to a former letter which had fu^trcited the advantages of the 
army's bein?^ removed to New York, and the hazard oi continuiiv^ 
at Boiton through the winter, his Lordfhip writes, " The intelli- 
'" £:cnce and infonnation of everyday iincc have fliewn more clcr.i- 
'^ Iv both the one and the other, and the fitaation of the troops 
cooped up in a town, expofed to infult and annoyance, if not 
furprize, from more places than one, deprived of the comforts 
and rieceilaries of life, wailing away by difeafe and defertion 
faller than we can recruit, and no longer the objects of terror 
BriT-Ti rva- '' or caufe of diilrefs to the rebels, is truly alarming, and demands 
cuaiion. t( ^j^g moit ferious conlideration ; and I am commanded by th: 

" King to fav, that if no alteration for the better fhould have hap- 
'• pened before this letter reaches you, or any unexpected advan- 
'' tages of carrying on the war, on the fide of New Englam!, 

lliould have opened themfelvcs, it fcems not only advifeable but 

neceiTar^' to abandon Boflon before the winter, &c. — and to re- 
move v^'ith the troops either to New York, or fome other place 

'• to the fourhward, where a fquadron of the King's fliips may 
not only lie, but carry on operations v/ith fecurity during the 
vrinrer." Here is an explicit, practicable order, framed on the real 

fituation of affairs in America, by conforming to which, great evih 

were robe avoided, and advantages of equalmagnitude to be obtained. 
Had the general, immediately on receiving it, gone to New York, 
he might have effected in 1775 nearly, if not quite as much, as 
he did in 1776 with 30,000 troops. There was nothing to oppofe 
his army, which then confitled of 900Q effeCtlve men. Staten 

iiiand and Long illand would have received him with open arms, 
and New York, by his own confeffion, was then in his power. 
The army would not only have been relieved from the preflhrc of 
an ignominious and diilrelSng blockade, have abounded with freih 
provihons, and been able to carry on operations during the winter, 
but what was of fHll greater moment, the early polTcffion of New 
York would have left the immenfc armament that was fent to A- 
merica in 1776, at liberty to a6t on the extcnfivc fcale for which it 

was calculated, and to which it was adequate, and a total fupprel- 
iion of the rebellion have been the necellary confequence. 
arioT]3 But whether it is to be imputed to incapacity, to an utter inabi- 

conjectu-cs lity to comblt^ circumHances, to balance probable events, and to 

IS con- j[-^pi-Qye lituations and conjunflures, to the fordid views of thofe 

who principally compofed his cabinet council ; to his own. love of 
cafe, and reluctance he felt at abandoning the rotine of pleafure 
that had been ellablifhed at Boiton for the winter ; or to his being 
wedded to a fyftem of politics that favoured the rebellion, I do not 
pretend to fay, but certain it is, Gen. Howe fo condut!ited as to 
fuSer all the evil pointed out in his lordfliip's letter, with accumu- 
lated ignominy and difgrace, as well as to lofe every advantage 
that had been fuggefted. The general did not think proper to obey 
the Secretary of State's order, and affigned for the reafon of his 
difobedience, that he had not fufficlent fliipping to eifedt the remo- 
rai at one embarkation, and going at two would be hazardous. 
True it is that the tonnage of the (hipping then at Boiton fell fhort 
of the quantity ufually " allowed for long voyages \ there was, 

how- 
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however, a fufficiency for a fliort one ; for in the March follovnn^, 
when the evacuation took place, there was lllll lefs flapping in the His written 
harbour, owing to more velTcls, having-, within that period, been cxcuTe re- 
fent to Carolina, Georgia, Nova Scotia, the Well Indies, and to ^"^cd. 
Europe than had arrived; notwithlbinding which, enough were 
found to tranfport the army which had been rejnforced in the mean 
time, together with 1 100 loyal inhabitants, at one embarkation, 
befidcs near 50 fall of vefTels left at the wharfs, for the ufe of the 
rebels, many of which were foon converted into privateers, and de- 
corated with the thirteen ftripes. Thcfe are fadls, and I adduce 
them as unequivocal proof of the inn.ifHciency of the reafons, given 
by Sir William, for his continuing -n Boflon during the winter. His verbal 
And I allow him credit for faying nothing in the Houfe of Com- ^xcufe rc- 

mons, of a want of tranfports, and reiling his defence for difobev- ^^^ 
ing the order folely only on its late arrival. But unfortunately for 

him this ground is equally untenable with that which he abandon- 
ed : for the northerly winds, which he tells us in the fame letter 
prevail at that feafon, are extremely favouiable for a movement 
fouthward. 

The crufhing the privateering bullnefs in its bud was another ob' 
jecH: worthy the attention of a general. In November 1775, the 
aflembly of Maifachufets pafled an a6l for granting letters of mar- 
que and reprifal, and conftltuting a court of admiralty for the con- 
demnation of Britifli flilps. The deltru6tion of thofe neils of pi- 
rates, the fea ports, where the evil originated, might have been very 
ealily e9efted, and would have rendered the moft eflential fervicc 
to the Britifh empire, as it would have prevented the depredations 
on our unfufpe^ling trade, and have cut off the only refources that: 
for a long time enabled the rebels to carry on the war. But thia 
was never once in contemplation. To judge from his letters, Sir 
William intended neither the one nor. the other ; but after folacing 
himfelf at Bollon during the winter, to have gone, at his own leifure, 

in a pleafant feafon of the year — to fome other place. 

To quiet the minds of adminiftration, the general wrote he was HIswrittca 
not under " the leaft apprehenfion of any attack from the rebels bravado. 
" by furprife or othcrwife ; on the contrary, that it was to be 
" wiflied that they would attempt fo rafli a flep ;" rcquefled inftruc- 
tions refpedting the efle61:s at Boflon ; and propofed that whoever 
the troops fhould be withdrawn, a battalion fliould be entrenched 
at a place where fliips could winter in fafety, for blockading the 
harbour. Government acquiefced in the reafons he-had given, and 
the afTurances he had made, and not doubting but their general 
might be found at Boflon in the fpring, fent a large force to that 
place, and expelled him to put a very different face on the war 
there before he left it. But in this, as in every other iuilance, in 
which any confidence had been placed in our hero, they were to be 
difappointed. 

The rebels having cannonaded and bombarded the town from Rebels ac* 
Roxburgh and Phipps Farm, three nights fucceffively, in the be- cupy Dor- 
ginning of March, with very little efJc(5t however, unlefs it was the choftcr. 
amufing and diverting the attention of the garrifon from the main 
objeft, took pofl on the commanding heights of Dorchefter iieck# 

Here, as at Bunker's hill, the works were in great forvvardnefs 

U when 
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when difcovered ; with this difTcrence, however, that thefe were 
more cjrtcnlive, bad ilrong abbafics round them, atid were fo fitu- 
ated as not to admit of the choice of ground for attacking them as 
the others did. The general tcUs us they muft have employed 
i2,oco men in their conl^ruclion ; we may therefore reafonably 
conclude, that they would have been defended by an equal num- 
ber. A detachment of 2400 only were ordered to diflouge the 
rebels, and were embarked in tranfports to fall down the harbour to 
Caiile William, from whence the defcent was to be made. The in- 
tervention of a violent uorni of wind and rain prevented the attack, 
and provideniially fared thofe devoted troops ; and the very next 
dav. without any material change of circumftances having taken 
place, (for the ftorm that had prevented the debarkation of the troops 
bad itopt the progrefs of the works) the enterprife was abandoned, 
and to the utter allonitliment of all who were not in the general's 
eouficiU, orders ifiued for evacuating Boflon. 

Now, I beg leave to aflc Sir William Howe whether Boflon was 
tenable or not ? he had indeed llaked his reputation as a general 

on the affirmative. If it was not, how could he or his favourite 
-ieetcd It. engineer overlook this pod r Could they fuppofe that the rebels, 

who before winter had made regular approaches to the foot of this 
hiil, would fail as foon as the feafon opened to occupy the top 
of it ? why were no precautions taken to prevent it ? why was not 

a poft eftabllflied there as at Bunker^s hill ? or if Bofton was tena- 
ble as the general had pledged himfelf, and I confefs I have not 
the leaft doubt of, why in God's name was it fo fliamefully a- 
bandoned ? whv were the armv and the lovalills oblisfed to combat 
war, pejHlence, and famine through the winter at Boiton, only to 
be hurried from it in the fpring ? or why was the town finally eva- 
cuated with circumftances fo difpiritlng" to the troops, and fo en- 
couraging to the rebels ? AH the cannon at Charleftown, the^ 
^cT a"ban-^ greatell part of thofe on the lines at the neck, two 13-inch mortars, 
doasd. and other ordnance, amounting in the whole to (ferviceable and 

unferviceable) 100 pieces, great quantities of military flores, and 
even proviiioDS, fell into the hands of the rebels, And as though 
fomething was itill wanting to fwell their triumph and make it 
complete, a convention was entered into with the rebels, with Gen. 
Howe's knowledge and approbation, that the town fliould not be 
injured, in cafe they would fufFer the troops to embark without 
interruption. The agreement was religioufly kept ; as the laft divi- 
iion of troops embarked at the long wharf, a flag was hoifted on 
the fteeple c^ a church, and Wafliington entered the town with 
drums bearing, mulic playing, colours flying, and in all the pride 
and exultation of vid:ory. 

However forcible the reafons for evacuating BoHon before the 
winter had been, thofe for not doing it at this time were equally 
ftrong. The feafon had moderated, feveral viftuallers had arrived, 
and die circumilances of the garrifon were rendered happy to what 
they had been. The being compelled, or what was equally as 
bad, the appearance of being compelled to furrender that long con- 
tefled town, indeed the only one in the thirteen confederated provin- 
Gcs, that the crown was in polleliion of, could not fail of producing 

the woril effe£b on the minds of the eoionifls. Beiides, it nnm 
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neceflarily counteract the plans, and derange the mcafurcs of ad- 
miniftration. 

Had the general only entrenched a battalion on George's ifland, Store 'fiiip-- 
as he had pLirpofed, this with a ma:i of war, would have been and lo-- 
mutual fecuritics to each other, and would have prevented our "^'-''"'' ''■'''• 
tranfports, viduallcrs, and liorcuiipi from running; and even iig^ht- 
infi; their way direitly into their enemies port. As this was negleol- 
ed, a man of war that was left behind, was foon compelled to 
quit her ilation, and there was at Icall an equal chance of To great 
a pait of our fleet bcin^i; cau^^ht in the fnare, as even to have pre- 
vented a campaig'n. — Fortune was once more our friend, and ward- 
ed off fo great a calamity ; fo many Ihips however, by this mean.'; 
fell into the hands of the rebels, as to fLipjily them with ordn:ince, 
a complete afibrtment of military llores, and camp equipage, and 
feveral thoufand fuits of regimentals ; articles which were abfo-r 
lately necelfary for them to take the lield, and which at that time 
they could have had bv no other means, Ecfides, near iqoo of 
our bell: troops were made prifoners. 

Had the general gone fouthward as he w^as directed, the confc- 
quences would not have been fo bad ; but in defiance of orders, 
fidvice, and even common fcnfe, he failed to the opjiofite point 
of the compafs, and carried the army to the northern extremity of Sails 600 
the continent, 600 miles dired]:ly from the intended fcene of acSion. miles out of 

Want of provifion has been fuggefted as an exenfc for this extraor- ^"^ ^^'^y- 
dinary ftcp j but a moment's reflection will convince us of its in- 

fufficiency ; for Nova Scotia as the general tells us in his letter, 

had been fl:ripped of its proviflons the preceding winter; and the 

vidualiers, on which his fole dependence was placed, were all def- 
tined for Bofl:on : thefe could as well have followed him fouth as 
north ; and befidcs Rhode ifland, Staten ifland, and Long ifland, 
abounded with provifions. The only rcafon the general hinifelf 
thought proper to give for this myllerious conduCi: was, that the 
tranfports were croudcd, and the Acres diflbrted, This might with 
propriety have been urged as a motive for not going againfl a 
place, where an enemy was in force to oppofc him ; but furcly it 
IS not a futhcicnt rcafon for his not going to places where there was 
no enemy, nor poffibly could be any before his arrival, viz. Sta- 
ten ifland, Long iiland, or even Rhode ifland. It could not be 
pretended that a reinforcement v;as ncccllary, for he Anally left 
Halifax, and took poflelilon of Sraten ifland with lefs force than 
that which he failed with from Bolton, By this delay all the 
fpring and fummer, were waUed away on our jx-irt ; the rebels were 
at liberty to -fortify New York and it.^ dependencies, and to collect 
all the force of the continent to that fpot where they knew our arms 
would be diredled ; the diflodgment of which force occupied our 
whole army the remainder of the campaign. 

Upon a review of Gen. Kowe's conducl at the northward, I Rcvjeu- oj* 
don't know which part of his gencralflnp to admire mofl j his unnc- liiituncluifl. 

cefTary aflault of the rebel works at Bunker's hill, whereby three 
quarters of the afl^ailants were killed and wounded — or after this 
experience, his ordering 2400 troops to diUodgc 12,000 rebels llill 
(iiore fl:rongly pofl:ed on the heights of Dorchefter neck ; his nc- 

gbcling to evacuate Bofton in. the fall, under pretence of his not 
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having fufficient (hipping, and yet doing it in the fpring with more 

troops and fewer iliips ; his alTuring the miniflry that Bollon was 
tenable, and inducing them to fend a reinforcement there, and be- 
fore its arrival fuffcring himfelf to be driven from it at the head of 
90CX5 Britifti troops ; his propofing, in cafe the troops fhould hz 
withdrawn from Boflon, to entrench a battalion at the entrance of 
the harbour to blockade it, and afterwards leaving it open to en- 
fnare the unfufpeding fliips that were bound there ; his going to 
Halifax when he had been ordered to New York, or his favins: in 
his fpeech, that going northward in the fpring was executing the 
Secretary of State's orders, which was to go fouthward before the 
winter. 
Lrft rebel- It has been the fingular fortune of this general to efface former 
lion ilrong- miflakes by fabfequent blunders of greater magnitude: his northern 
r^-.^^j"?^'^ jnifconduct was in this increafmg ratio; and the whole is forgot 

when Long illand, York, White Plains, -Trenton, Quibbletown, 

Saratoga and Chefapcsk are mentioned. Even refentment gives 
place to pity at his fuiFcring himfelf to be burlefqued by the Mil- 
chianza, in honour of his leaving America unconquered, and the 
rebellion lixoneer than he found it. 
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REMARKS 

O^ sir jl/iJre-iv S'lapc Ha^nmon^s K^j'alcncc^ hy a Sea Offcer on the 

Chcfapeak foyage* 

EADING the other day in the papers, the examination of 
Sir Andrew Snape Hammond in the Houfe of Commons, re- 
lative to the expedition of the Chefapeak bay; I could not help 
obferving a certain partiality in the evidence. — Though I have a 
high opinion of the worthy Knight's abilities as a fea officer, yet 
the vulgar proverb o^ AJk jny hreihre7i if I am a rogue^ flruck mc 

^fdKwhoin moft forcibly. Can it be fuppofed, that one whom the noble Lord 
to^ obtain j^ag raifed to the higheft pinnacle of honour he could, would notap' 
fair en- pjau^J }ijs conduct ? \ihe is admitted on one lidc, why not call fomi 

who have felt his implacable refentment on the other fide, by way 

of a balance ? or to proceed in the fairell way, call in thofe who 
are aho^e prejudice^ feveral of whom were prefent on the expedi- 
tion, and they are the only people to give the honourable Houfe 
the moil fatisfa£tion. 

I could have wifhcd to have heard the opinion of the truly he- 
roic Sir James Wallace on this expedition, and feveral others I 
could point out, but'tis too late, 'Tis well known in the navy, 
that Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, in preference to 9lder officers, 
bad the command of the fleet at Philadelphia all the winter, Be- 
fore this he was Lord Howe's oracle ! It was he that advifed him, 
very fagaciouily, not to attempt landing in the Delaware; he fays 
the rebels might have come down with their gallies, and annoyed 
our landing ;-i^he Hkewife obferves that they were only three i^eth 
longer on the pafTage to Chefapeak. — The firft fuppofition is im- 
poffible, provided the fleet were properly difpofed of, and the de- 
tention by the different places was/^// tvjo months* I mufl now ob- 
ferre that I had the honour to belong to the navy on that espedi- 
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tion, and beg to alk a few queftions, and give a plain narrative of 
fome fads juil as they fell out. Did not Capt. Lindfay, in his Danger in 
Majefty's frigate the Pearl, chace the whole force of the rebels '^i^c I^^^a- 
from the Capes of Delaware to very near Reedy illand ? Did not ^^'*'"''' '^^^"^•* 
the Roebuck, Sir Andrew's own fliip, and Liverpool, when at- "' 
tacked by the gallies, though one was ailern, oblige them to defift ? 
Did not the Roebuck, Camilla, Liverpool, and Pearl, keep the 
advanced poft for a month at Billiugfport, both before the Eagle 
urrived, and for fome time after, when the whole fomidable rebel 
navy, with fire-fliips, rafts, &c. were there, and the feveral at- 
tempts made with fire-rafts, &:c. all proved abortive, and only o- 
bligcd the fhips to cut once ? The rebel army were then partlv on 
thejerfey fliore, and the Eagle at Cheflerjig miles above Newcailie. 
-—As we had with us four fail of the line, two Jo gun fliips, fix or 
feven frigates, bclides gallies, armed vefiels, tenders, &:c. could 
not the frigates advance three miles above Newcaftle, and the ar- 
my land under cover of the large fliips and other vefTels, any of 
which could go within piflol fliot of the town, or any parts conti- 
guous to it ? — Or if it was found neceffary, fome of the large 
iliips might have advanced, and left the rell: to cover. Round 
Newcaflle is a fine level country. Here the army would have been 
within 40 miles of Philadelphia, I don't fay three weeks, but two 
months fooner, than when they begun to march at the head of the 
Elk, which is more than three times the diilance. We were three 
weeks on the pafiage to Elk, and detained there near a month ^°"J.'' ^^''* 
longer before the army was ready to march ; in the courfe of moj^ihs a„j 
which, by death, ficknefs, feamen and foldiers taken draggling, 1500 men. 
and defertion, &c. we were fifteen hundred 'at leafl lefs to do 
duty, than when at the Delaware. 

We failed from New York the latter end of July, were off the 
Delaware in one week, and before we left Chefapeak, 'twas the 
latter end of September ; from thence to Delaware again we were 
twelve days, in fuch weather, that the fleet was feparated; one 
tranfport foundered, and many of the fmall armed vefiels were in 
danger oi being loil. I would then wifli to leave to any impartial 
judges, whether the expedition did honour to the two great officers 
or credit to the nation. As the detention of tiie army, for near a 
month after the landing in Elk river, may excite curiofity in Ibme, 
and raife wonder in others, I (liall endeavour to give a Ibort account 
of that politic bufinefs. The tranfports, with the fmall men of 
war, anchored about ten miles below the head of the river Elk ; A->'™7 *^^-^ 
and in about an hour and half after they anchored, the whole of^J^^^^^ ^ 
the troops were on fhore. The flores, provifions, &c, were not 
landed here, but for weighty reafons, ordered up in the fmall vef- 
fels to the head of the river ; a very fhoal and intricate pafiiage. 
1 fliould have fuppofed, provided every thing neccITary had been 
landed where the troops were at firlt, \hat a week, or ten days at 
moil:, might have compleated the army for their march. As a 
proof that I cannot be very much out in my judgment, I mufl beg 
leave to remark, that Sir Henry Clinton, after marching acrofs the 
Jerfeys, from the time he began at the heights of Navefink till c- 
very matter was compleated, was only a week ; but we were not 
la fuch hafie I for after the flat boats had carried up tents, tent- 

poles, 
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poles, heav)'" baggafi;e, &c. they were advantageoufly employed a- 
nother week in*brin«:intj them down ag^ain. The commanding" offi^ 
car by this time having fettled within himfclf that no heavy baj;- 
gage fhould proceed with the army. As it was ten miles from the 
tranfports to the head of the river, thefe amufing orders and coun- 
ter orders, muft of courfe take up fome time in the executing. 

When the fleet arrived in the Delaware, the Roebuck, Pearl, Cn- 
milla, and Liverpool were advanced as far up as Billingfport, a 

llrons: pol^ which the rebels had evacuated on the approach of our 
troops ; and as they brought down fome artillery in the night, and 
fired on our lliips, to favour an attempt made by their firerratrs, it 
was not only thought, but found ver}' neceffary to fecure a poll hcri'. 
Some marines with a detachment of the 7 1 ft regiment were accord- 
ingly fent. 
Kedb:^ri'< Ths^ rebels did not evacuart this poft without fome better vicu% 

-' Tu - *'^*-' *"^^' ^^^^ ^^^'^' -^^i^ ^^ be very bufy throwing up works on a 
face ' pl"^^ caiicd Redbank, a high, fteep place ; which not only com-. 

manded, and fccured a communication with Mud ifland, but pro- 
te&d their fhipping, and entirely fecured them from any attack 
we could hare made. The general might have feen this ever)' day 

himfelf; for it took them fome time before they compleated it, 
He was told of it, but it availed nothing I he was determined they 
fhould finifli it before he would attack it ! — ^and they did ; for the 
brave Count Donop, with 2000 Hellians attempted it, and near 
400 foldiers were killed and wounded. — -This was not the on- 
ly lofs we fuilaincd, for Capt Reynolds who was then lying at 
Billingfport, perceiving the attack, and fearing the rebel gallles 

might annoy our troops, weighed immediately, and endeavoured 
to get as near as poffible to the fort and gallies to divert their atten- 
tion from the attack, but unfortunately got on Ihore. The Merlin 
fioop of war alfo fliared the fame fate ; a cannonading began between 
the Augufla, Roebuck, and the Mud Fort, which lafted pretty 
briikly, for near two hours. The nest morning it was renewed, 
but the Augufta was not only too far from the fort, but lay in a 
very difagreeable fituation ; about eleven o'clock Ihe took fire by 
T-ro men of the accident of her own wads, and as the lower deck guns were 
-prar burnt, loaded, and going off every minute, it was impoffible for the boats 

to go along-fide ; however, every thing was done that coi^ld be 
done to fave the people ; many who could not fwim perifhed, and 
all the poor men that were wounded, were blown up in her. 
There were milling above 100 of her crew ; — may we not alk with 
propriet)'-, if the poll had been fecured in a proper time, if we fhould 
not only have faved many lives, but have taken Mud ifland widi 
ver}-^ little trouble, as it entirely commanded it, and likewife faved 
the trouble of often rifeing the flat boats with provifions under the 
guns of Mud Fort in the night, to keep the army from ftarving ; 
as they never were above five or fix days provifions before hand, 
till the Mud Fort was reduced, which was fix weeks ? The reil: ot 

^he proceedings for the rcdudion of the ifland arc well known. 
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Conduct of the War f;^//-^^ Middle CoLONilLSi 

Defa'iption of the ^eaf ofj-far hi the ISTldMe Colonies^ and the pradllca^ 

lility of the Country in rfpcSl to military Operations 

THAT part of the middle colonics, the fccne of the late niillta- p^f,^ of the 
vy operations, cannot, with the ieaft propriety, be termed, couuiry. 
a country uncommonly Urong, much lefs impradicablc. The o- 
perations were chiefly carried on between the mountains and the 
iea coall. In that part, the hills when compared with thofe of this 
country, are neither high nor difficult of accefs ; there arc hw' of 
them, which, either on one fide or the other, do not afford an ea- 
fv afcent. Very unlike this country, where numerous hedges^ 
high dykes and other llrong fences, many of which form bulwarks, 
for a time, proof even againft cannon ; in that country neither 
hedges nor dykes are to be found ; the fences are only polls at lo 
feet diilance, in general with 4. or ^ crofs rails about a foot afun- 
der. The country, thick fettled and populous, is interfperfed with 
open fields, intermediate woods, and large plantations, every far- 
mer living on his own plantation, not in villages. The woods are 
tall trees growing at different and conliderable diflances, without 
any underwood, and are eafily fcoured with cannon or mufquetry. 
This is a true defcription of that part of Jerfey and Pennfylvania 
where the war has been carried on. The words ftrong and imprac- 
ticable ought to be erafed from e\'ery didionary, to prevent their 
being ufed hereafter, as an apology for military indolence and mif- 
condu6t:, and for men who have facrificed to party and faction their 
own honour, the glory of their fovereign, and the dignity and wel- 
fare of the nation. 

ConduB of the ivar in the Middle Colonies, 

The troops fent to America were 52,815 men. Of thefe 40,874 Compara- 
were under Gen. Howe. A force fo great, and fo well appointed, ^^^^ *|f.^^ °^ 
that Sir William Howe in his letter June 8th, 1776, could not a- ^^^ ^"^f 

void exprefiing his utter aftonifliment at an exertion fo decifive and that of the 
mafterly. In 1776 the rebel force did not amount to 18,000 men, rebels, 
militia included. The Britifli troops were veterans, commanded 
by experienced officers ; the rebels raw and undifclplincd, moftly 
commanded by tradefmen and ploughmen : the firit had the beft ap- 
pointments, even to fuperabundance; the other the worll, and e- 
ven a deficiency of neccfihries : the one had the ableft furgeons and 
phyiicians, and were healthy and high fpirited ; the other were ne- 
gleded in their health, cloathing, and paj^ w^ere fickly, and con- 
llantly murmuring and difiatisfied : fuch is the comparative diffe- 
rence between the force fent to fupprefs, and that which fupported 
the rebellion. The caufe of our failure, with a force fo much fu- 
perior to the enemy, though inveloped in mifreprefcntation, on 
this fide the Atlantic, is no fecret in America. There friends and 
foes unite in declaring, that it has bSen owing to our commander 
in chief, who fliewed neither wifdom in his plans, nor vigour in his 
operations. He never began his operations till the middle of June. 
■Part of that month, and the whole of April and May, when the 

fcafon. 
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feafon is moderate, and mofl: proper for a£lion, and the roads arr 
good, were wantonly wafted ; though a variety of the moil cogent 
motives pointed to an early and vigorous campaign. In thcle 
months the rebel army was in its weakcft fiate ; diminifhcd by in- 
cefiant fatigue, defertion, and ficknefs j <is the general tells us itt hh 
lefter^ March Z^ih^ 177^; and thole who remained were al mofl na- 
ked, half llar^-ed, and defcitute of fupplies. As the rebel recruits 
were chiefly procured in April and May, they never conld join 
G. Ho-.te s their army before June, And it was apparent, that as foon as the 
res oDs for operations however indolent, of the Britifli army began, that the 

fpirits of the rebellious funk, fo as totally to obftrudl the recruiting 
^aign re- fcrvice. But in vain did thefe inviting circumflances prefs thegc- 
fk.Kd, neral to the field. He preferred the pleafures of indolence and dlf- 

fipation to his duty ; fooliflily refting his vindication on an apolo- 
gy, equally groundlcfs and unmilltar)' ; his army could not move 
*' until the green forage was to be found on the ground.'* Had 
this been fact, the green forage is always fufficiently grown by the 
middle of iVIay. But waving this argument, he kne^Vj that drv 
forage was more hearty food for his horfes than green ; that the 
fame forage which fufitained them in their quarters might have been 
carried with the army ; that the country was full of dry forage of 
every kind ; that he had always obtained it when wanted, whether 
in the field or in his quarters ;yf^ his o^jj7i letter^ January i^th^ '^11^% 
*' Lord Comwallis procures from the country, forage fufScient 
" for the winter confumption ; " and confequently that he could 
not fail in procuring it in any month in the year. 

Though he faw gentlemen of influence and fortune conflantly 
coming over to him ; though he faw repeated attempts made by bo- 
dies of men to form themfelves in arms to allifl him ; though he 
knew many inhabitants were fined, imprifoned, and even put to 
death for their loyalty ; though he knew thoufands had refufed to 
fwear allegiance to the rebels, or to abjure their fovereign ; fee hh 
letters June Zth^ and Deccmhcr loth^ 1776; yet contrary to thefe 
proofs, he and fome of his officers, have affefed to believe, and 

have declared, that the people were almoU unanlmoufly difafFected 
to the Crown- In Jerley he took no flep to embody the friends of 
His aiTer- government, who were anxious to be employed in difarming the 
tions of the oifafifeded, and to defend the province when the army fhould pro- 
general ^ii- ceed to other operations. In Philadelphia, where a militia might 
"h-^^ °^ °^ have been formed, with the afliflance of a thoufand regulars and a 
rcrutS"^'^ ^^^ Ihips, fufficient to defend it againfl any force that could be 

brought againfl it, whilfl the Britifli army was operating againll 
xh& main body of the rebels, there was the fame unpardonable ne- 
gle(3:, although he remained in that city near 9 months. No ex- 
- tenfive country was ever yet reduced and retained without the affif- 
tance of its inhabitants. It has been the policy of every fuccefsful 
conqueror who entered an extenfive country, to gain a knowledge 
of the prejudices, refentments, and attachments of the people, and 
ro gain the parties difaffe^led to the power in oppofition by every 
means that reafon apd policy could fuggefl. But his conduct 
was a perfe(3: contrail. The major part of the inhabitants were 
well afiedled to his meafures, and many were defirous to afllfl in his 

©perations ; but he took no advantage of thefe important circum- 
flances 
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fl:ances. His proclamations never invited them to take up arms in 
beh:ilKof the Crowii ; he only enjoined them to remain quiet, 
which had the effect of a prohiiraion, becaufe a iiricl obedience was 
the only condition on which h." promifcd his IMajelly's protection. 

ThoLifanda came in on his procLi-nation v.v\x promjicd protection, 
and took rhe oath of allegiance ; bur ilic R.);vai faith, pled_r^"ed for 
their fafety, was ihamcfuUy violatcj. The iova!, but unhappy 
people, inflead of the protection they were proniifcd, were plunder- Loyalift^ 
cd bv the foldiery ; their wives and dau::"hters polluted : friends and dl-crcaierf. 
foes indifcriminatclv met with tlie iame barbarou.i trcarnient. The 
rebels turned thcfe enormities to th?ir own benciit. Affidavits of 
plunder and rapes were printed in all their papers ; the Britifii fol- 
diers were rcprefented as a race more inhuman than favajcs. By 

thefe means the force of the rebels vras incivafcJ, and the interclt 

of Britain weakened. 

Suffering the foldicxs to commit outrages was a danc;;erous relax- 
ation of difcipline. It rendered them avaricious and diibhedienr. 
To this caufc only, can be imputed the lofs of Trenton, and the 
train of heavy mibfortunes that artend-rd it. Rhall though he had 
notfcc of the enemy's approach could not form his men. They, 
more attentive to their plunder than their duty, were deaf to all or- 
ders ; they were furruunded and taken v/hen bulled in putting to 
their horfes and loading their way-u-on?. 

Every circumilauce forbade his vovaoc to the fouthward, until 
the northern army had joined him. He knew the flrength and 

numbers of the northern army, and the dilriculties it had to en- 
counter; — a country covered with mountains and Urong defiles ; 
the collefled force of New York province and the four eaflern co- 
lonies to meet ; thefe by far the moil difaffcded ; their militia more 
numerous, more ea'dly collected, and better trained than any other 
in America. Yet he went to the fouthward, hundreds of miles, 
from Albany, into a country the bell aiied'cd to government, of Burgoync 
courfc the leaft capable of rcfiilance, with an army double Eur- lo^l^ by 
iroync's, which put it out of his power to fupport or relieve that ^^^'^ ^^," 
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array, with which it was mtenaed he Ihould co-operate, Ir near 
20,000 men, ailiiled by a fleet, iverc nccejfury in Pennfylvania, a coun- 
try which he acknowledges to be in -general well affe^led, he cer- 
tainly knew, that an army one third of that number, lyerc not fuffi- 
cicnt to oppofe the united force of the live moil difailecl^ed of all the 
revolted colonics ; and confequently that it was his duty to co-ope- 
rate with, and fupport it. He did not even leave a corps to make 
a diverlion in its favour on the coalb of New England, though. 
Lord G. Germain's letter March 3d 1777, recommended it in the 
ftrongell terms. A body of 20C0 men would, in a great meafure, 
have prevented the militia in that part from joining Gates, and be- 
yond all doubt would have enabled Gen. Burgoyne to have oppof- 
cd with fuccefs the force he had to encounter. 
But if we even fuppofe the expedition to Pennfylvania was an e- 

ligible meafure, why not according to his firll plan march through 
the Jerfeys, and fend the fleet up the Delaware ? There was noth- 
ing to prevent it. Pontoons were built, and flat bottomed boats 
prepared and put on carriages to pafs the Delaware. That river 
is fordable in many places from June to Odober, with very little 
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interrupUDn from rains, Wky was fo hig-h fpirited an army taken 
from the %Kt of an enemy of not half its force ; and expofed to the 
dangers of the ocean, to go 600 miles by water, to a place not 60 
miles diftant from him by land, and at a feafon of the year, when 
he knew the fouth weft winds, would, in all probabilit}', oppofe 
everv mile of his paflage ? And why, after he had experienced the 
oppofidon of the trade wind, did he obllinately perlill in his circu- 
itous courfe, when he knew, or ouj^ht to have known, that neither 
a fufficient provifion of water or food had been made for his ca- 
valry ? 

I fhall not dwell upon the blunders of his general plans, but 
haften to remarks on their execution, which will fliew, they were 
founded in ig;norance or folly, or fomething worfe- Such was the 
fuperior force and fpirit of the Britifh army, it met with no difficul- 
ty in defeating- the enemy in ever)^ battle ; and yet in them all, the 
enemy was fuffered to efcape without purfuit. The rebels were 
new raifed and undlfciplined, and after being defeated, a vigorous 
purfuit could not have failed to have deftroyed, or totally difpcrf- 

ed them. At Brunfwick in December 1776, the deflruction of the 

bridge over the Raritbn, faved the rebels only a few hours ; the 

Rariton is fordable at that place on every recefs of the tide ; their 

further fecurit}' was owing to the orders received by Lord Corn- 

wallis to halt. At Brunfwick the Britifh army halted near a week, 

Howe lets Wafhington's army, 3000 men, lay at Princetown 17 miles, and 

Walhing- Trenton 29 miles diftant, with all their heavy cannon-and baggage. 

^^^^ "^^_ Some of Wafhington's own officers cenfured his folly to his face, 

ia anhocr'E in remaining a week fo near the fuperior force of the Britifh, with 

Tnarch of a larore river in his rear to crofs. Gen. Weedon wrote to a friend 

at Brunfwick, '' that Gen. Howe had had a mortgage on their ar- 
my for fome time, but had not yet foreclofed it." But Wafliington 
on this, and on every other occalion, relied on the indolent pro- 
grefs of the Britifh commander, On the 7th of December the Bri- 
tifh array left Brunfwick at four in the morning, and about 4 in 
the afternoon arrived at Princetowm. Wafliington ^in perfon, with 
Stirling's brigade, left that place not one hour before its arrival* 
At 12 at night he began to embark his heavy baggage and artillery, 
and did not fimfh pafEng his army over till 5 in the afternoon. Ne- 
ver was there a fairer opportunity of gaining a final vidrory. The 
Britifh general, by a forced march of 3 or 4000 men, might have 
overtaken and deih-oyed the fmall remains of the rebel force, with 
all their baggage- and arrillery. But he defpifed a conduft fo un- 
feir and ungenerous againft a defeated enemy. He waited at Prince- 
town 17 hours, marched at 9 in the morning of the 8th, and ar- 
rived at Trenton at 4 in the afternoon, when the laft rebel boat 
crolfed the river; thus he took 7 hours to march 12 fhort miles, 
calculating with great accuracy, the exa£l time necefTary for his e- 
nemy to efcape. At this rime the panic had extended from the re- 
bel military, to all the civil departments. The governor, coun- 
cil, aflembly, and magiflracy of New Jerfey had deferted that pro- 
vince. The rebel flate in Philadelphia bad difperfed ; and the 
Congrefs themfelves, giving up all as loft, fied into Maryland. 
Gen. Mifilin and others attempted in vain to raife the militia of 
Fennfylvania, A deputation from the city of Philadelphia had 

waited 
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waited on Congrcfs before their flight, and informed them, they 
intended to implore the Kin.e;*s protcdttoii, to which the Congrcfs 
did not objetH:. All the middle colonies were ready to fubmit ; 
the loyalifts from principle, and the rebels from an opinion that 
the Britifli troops were invincible. The rebellion would have been 
etfcdually fuppreiled by croffinn; the Delaware. Every one expect- 
ed it. Boats, pontoons, or rafts, midu have been buik in a few iroweco;::.! 




troops mignc navceniojea more comtortabie c[ 
Lancafter, Reading, or Philadelphia, than at New York or in the 
Jerfeys ; but without the Icaft apparent nceeility or reafon, this 
great opportunity of crufliino rebellion was ncolcclcd. 

He fliewed no more military judi;mcnt in forming his winter can- 
tonments, than he had Hievvn vigour in purfuing his enemy. He 
fcattered them from Burlington to New- York, a fpace of 90 miles. 
The frontier pofls were committed to foreigners, ignorant of the 
language of the country. The commander at Trenton was brave, 
. but totally unfit for his Hation. He was cbftinatc, pafiionate, and 
incefiantly intoxicated with flrong liquors. The other at Bordcn- 
town w^as equally brave, and a good foldier, but unacquainted with 
the people of the country and their character, and of courfe liable 
to be deceived in his intelligence. Thelc pofls, with only the De- 
laware between them and the enemy, were the weakell in number 
of the whole line, without a Angle redoubt or entrenchment to de- 
fend them in cafe of an attack. Col. Rhall at Trenton had only 
1200 Heffians ; and Col. Donop at Bordentown, White Horfe, and 
Burlington, only 2000. In this weak llate the frontier polls, the 
polls of moil danger, were left by the commander in chie^whilll 
the other pofls were made llronger and flronger, as they receded 
from the enemy, and confequently as their danger decreafcd. The 
pofl at Princetown was under a brigadier general ; thofe at Brunf- 
wick and Amboy under two major generals ; that at Neiv York 
under the commander in chief. 

Wafliington knowing the extent and defencelefs flate of the Bri- 
tifli cantonments, meditated an afTault on Trenton to recover the 
fpirits of his troops, and to take off the terror impreiled upon them 
by repeated defeats. To draw Col. Donop from Bordentown, and 
prevent his fupporting Rhall, he fent 450 militia, many of them 
boys, picked up in Philadelphia, Gloccller, and Salem counties, 
to Mount Holly, not to fight, but to liy, as foon as they had mil- 
led Donop. The .piaafvicceedcd, Donop marched againft this in- ^^^^^9 "^"^ 
fignificant rebel .party, with his whole- corps, 80 left at Bordentown Z^]'^\ ■ / 
excepted, down to Mount Holly, 12 miles from his own pofl, and ^ 
18 from Trenton, the pofl he ought to have been at hand to fup^ 
port. The rebels difperfed on his approach, yet inflead of return- 
ing to fupport Rhall, he loitered two days about Burlington with- 
out an enemy to oppofe. Wafliington faw the moment of fuccefs, 
crolTed the Delaware with 2800 men, and aflauked Trenton. Rhall 
was unprepared, though he had repeated information of the ene- 
my's defign, and had repulfcd their advanced guard the evening 
before. In vain he attempted to form his men j they were deaf to 
orders, attentive only to loading their waggons, in order to fly. 

X 2 Rhall 
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Rhali was killed, and near icooof Ins men taken prlibncrs. As the 
rebel general, thou^^h fucceisful, dreaded the approach of Gen, 
Leflie from Princetovvn. and Col, Donop from Mount Hollv, he 

fled in hafte stynin c-rcr the Dela'.varc. He had no thoughts of tak- 
ing up quarters in Jcrfev, not doubtin:^* from the j^reat fupcrioritv 
of the Britifh, that the important polis on the Delaware would be 
re-occupied, and frron^cly torrificd. Common fcnfc pointed out 
this opinion to ^\ aliiinfton ; but nothini^ was done by the Britifli 
commander that common fenfe pointed out : his policy was too 
deep for common undcrllfii-idarjs, Inflcad of the two nearcft coips 
inarchin*^'' to retrain u hat wai fo foolilbdy loft, Col. Donop aban- 
doned his po',1, and retreated to Gen, Leflie at Princctown. Thcfe 
when united, though much iupcrior to Wafliington, \\\'\<^i no cneniv 
to molelt them, v.;. iced r'lH (Kn. Grant joined them from Rrunf- 
wick. This tiniid condu:r invited Wafliin^ton. After waitine 8 

cays, r.rd i:i':c;ng no attempt to repoflcfs the banks oi- the Delaware, 
he croiTtd it a^ain. z\'\o. marched to Trenton with 4000 men, I/ord 
Ccrnwallis had now ar;ivcd at Princetown from New York ; he 
marched ac;ainU ^\'ailn;vj;ton with the corps of Grant, Leflie and 
Donop, 2 force crreatlv lupcriorto the rebel general, and came up 
with him at Trenton in the evening, intending to attack in tlic 
3fti:rg- jpominc:; bur \\'af]-,in?^ton fenrble of his inferiority, lie:htcd up 

ton £b2.n- t • r- ^ \ -,..- , , ii-i i'tt' 

dons a ^th "IS nres al)Out mian:gtit,and retreated to the heights or iMorris town, 
pan of his This he did with fuch ]>recipitation, th.at he Ictt a fourth part of 
-srmy. Ins army, and part qx his cannon and baggage behind, which were 

pcftcd a mile from ins camp, Thefe men in the morning fcarcli- 
ed in rain for. their main bodv, and on finding themfelves defertccl, 
iled in fmsll p&iti^js tf) I^urllni^ton. The rebel general m his retreat 
met the I7rh and ^^th regin^ents, the iiril was c{jmn)anded by Coh 
INIawhood ; this gallant oPncer wiih his fingle regiment, beat back 
the van of the encm.y, cur his way through their army, and joined 
Gen. Leflie. "Wailiington proceeded to Morris town ; and the Bri- 
tifh troops returned to Brunfwick, giving up the entire province oi 
AVeit jerfev. 

There was fomcthing fo inexplicable in all thcfe tranfaftions, 
that men of {^vi{t were amazed at their unparalleled abfurdity. 
Thev could not on anv principle of reafon account for the injudici- 
ous cantonment of the troops ; for the leaving fofmall a force in the 
frontier poil:s : for the neglecting" to fortify thefe polts nearefl the e- 
nemy and moft in danger ,* for the placing the Britifli, and the 
troops in the greatell numbers fartheft from the enemy : for the not 
retaking the pofts on the banks of the Delaware, as thefe polls co- 
red the whole province of Jerfey, the river forming an excellent 
barrier againfr the enemy ; and finally, for not difarming the difaf- 
fected, and inviting the loyal to atTiif in the defence of the colony. 
H^iwe's bad jf ^^as iT^compreheniibie 10 them that a Britifli commander, at the 
conouct 10 \^^2l6. of 30,000 veteran and victorious troops, fliould fufFer an army 
fL^^T^i'^.^ of undifciplined rebels, not a frxth part of his own numbers, to re- 

the Jerle;^ . , -r , ^ , , - i - i- * j- ,t \ ^ r 

inexplicable mam in a province 10 lately in fais iirni poiieliion ; much lels to com- 
pel him to abandon that province. When the friends of govern- 
ment refiecfred on the pernicious confequcnces that mull naturally 

attend thofe grofs miftakes, they were ftruck with grief and defpair: 

they 
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-^tbcy fuw that fiich miflakcs would revive t^e almoU; extlnguiflied 
fpirit of rebellion. 

Waniinp;ton faw tbnt during the winter his fituation required en- 
tcrprife, that would keep bis men in action, and raile their fpirits, 
whilft it harraffcd the Eritilli anny. Though his numbers were p «, 
trulv contemptible, be alwavs took poft near the Eritifli army, he j^^.^^i^j^,,^^,^ 

was inceirantly infulrini^f, furpriiinc;, and cultini: off their piquets and Waih- 
:;nd out ports. No inclcmeney oF weather-, no diflicuirv dererrcd iniiiun. 

liim. Amhoy, Eomnntown, and Brunfuick were in a manner 
bciicoed. In the opinion of many able oilicers, l"ar nit^rc men vVerc 
cut off, than wonld have been lolt in an attack on Wafiiino'tcu's 
whole force ; wliich r.t tliis rime w:i? Icfs than 4C00 undifc,|'i'a(xl 
troops, and mijifht have been d''te'itc'd and dlfpcrfed wirhour a:iv dif- 
f.cultv, bv a ufth part of the I'lrtt'ib army. Such wa:^ rlie policy of 
the rebel chief, \wiile tiiat of tiic wiitilh i^eneral formed a perfect 
ccntraH- to it. DeUitutc of Lxcry idea of military enterprifc, he 
fufibred his inferior enemy, tor 6 months, to remain u'ithin 25 
la-les of his bead qrarters without 'nuleftation, and continually to 
iufult and diftrefs him with impunity. 

from December 1776, to tlie iniddle of June 1777, the Britini 
troops v;crc in this dlll^^reeable Iruation. The rebels made every 
exertion to recruit, but bad little fuccefs ; many of the militia 
vrhen dratted, fled to placet' wb.ere they wcvt not known ; and whcri 
embodied, often defened irj uhr^le companies. Until June, V\'aih- 
int^ton had not 8000, militia included ; the rebels could never col- 
led their force till the middle of that month. This fl'.ould have dic- 
tated an earlv campaion to the Britifli commander, but he did not 

open it till the 12th of June. On that day he ailembled his troops 

at Brunfwick ; Wafhinc^ton was on a hill above Qnibbleton, 9 miles 

iroin Bruiifwick, on the north fide of the Rariton, with leis than 

60CO undilciplined and badlv appointed troops, with a corps under 

Sullivan of 200c men at Prlncetown. His camp was neither Inac- 

ccfiiblc nor fortified ; it was lirono- and dcfcnfiblc in front, being 

E!;uarded b}' the Rariton, and ilio h'-U ileep and difficult of accefs; 

but on his rear towards the mountains, and on his rifrht towards ^-r ^ • 

the Delaware, not at all imnra.iicaiile. I'here were wide and good t^n's vu^ 

roads around it, leading fn^ri Brunfwick on both fides of the river, tion at 

The Britifli comniandcr marched in two columns to Middlebufh Qii'b«i''!oa 
and Hillfborou^h, two villa;;cs lying in the low level countrv, per- ^^^^J^''^^'^- 
teftly overlooked by Wafliin^'ton, on the fouth fide of the Rariton, 
keeping that river, not then fordablc, between him and the enemy. 
He took only provihons for a few days from Brunfwick. The pon- 
toons and flat boats were left at Brunfwick j and the fleet lay ready 
at Staten illand to receive the army. Froni thefe clrcumftances, or 
knowing by fomc other means, that Sir William Howe did not in- 
tend to crofs the Delaware, wwA that he was not anxious to brinsron 
an action, Wafliington remained at his cafe, intuiting and harralling 
the Britifli piquets. 

On the approach of the Brit'.ili, Sullivan fled from Princetown 
m a panic to the Delaware, and bfgan to embark his men ; but he 
w:i3 ilopped by an order from W alhington, and took polf at Flem- 
ington. From the i4.th to the 79th, both armies remained in thefe 
politious, during which the Britilh general, to leave fome monu- 
ment 
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A ^eat mentof liiS'Tn//2^tf;zz and milifaryjhill hthmdi him, erased three larcrg 

rrooi of Sir redoubts, which he left undcmoliflied, to be fortified by the enemy. 

.' "'^^^^ The affairs of the rebels were low and critical at this time. Gates 

had not 5000, nor Wafliington 8000 men including militia. Gen. 
Eurgoyne was approachintr from the north, and Sir William Howe 
had 17,000 men in the field, in the face of his contemptible enemy. 
Gen. Howe might have had 34,000 men to attack Wafliington's 
camp had he chofe it, and yet have left ^478 men to defend New- 
York, having at that time 29,478 cfFedivcs under his command. 
AOaulting Wafhington's camp, or cutting offhis fupplies, or if he 
had efcaped, a vigorous purfuit after him, mufl: have had the moll 
favourable confequences. "\Vafliin£ri"on mufl have been cut off from 
his magazines to the wcftwnrd of Philadelphia ; the rebel pofts 011 
the North river muu have fallen ; and our northern army mull 
have been f^/cd. Gen. Howe returned to Brunfwick June i9thj 
and to Amboy the 2 2d, fuffcring the rear of ius healthy, fpiiired, 
and fuperior army, to be irUiited by the rebels, and on the 3cth, 
he pafied his army over to Statcn ifland. — Such manoeuvres furp.ifs 
ail military fkill ; nav all human underilanding. "Why did he make 
fuch espenfive preparations for crclling the Delaware, and yet not 
crofs it ? Why did he polf himfeif on the fouth fide of the Rarlton, 

which put it our of his power to attack the enemy ? Why did lie 
not march round either on the north or fouth fide, and attack that 
enemy in rear ? or Why did he not with his vaftly fuperior army, 
cut off his fupplies and fiarvehim? or crofs the Delaware and cut 
off all his magazines and refources ? Wafhington fought for thefe ma- 
gazines in September, and would have fought for them in June, or 

loff them- Philadelphia was then altogether defencelefs both by 
land and water ; and there were no rebel troops to defend the ma- 
gazines in Pennfyivania. — But the Britifh general was too honour* 
able to take rebels at fuch difadvantages. 

Now comes the Chefapeak voyage, the fource of all our mif- 
fortunes ! 

His motives for this fatal expedition, are a myffery, and likely 
to remain fo. He perfaftly well knew the delays and difficulties he 
fhould meet with in his voyage ; Mr. Galloway forewarned him of 
them, fee his evi^lence. Yet he purfued it, though it prefumptu- 
oufly fuperfeded the plan that had the approbation of his fovereign, 
He embarked the troops July 5th. The troops remained pent 
Vp in the unhealthy holds of velfels, in the hotteff feafon of the 
year, until the 23d, without the lead apparent caufe. That day 
he failed from the Hook, but meeting the fouth weft winds, as had 
been foretold, he did not arrive off the capes of Delaware till the 
30th. Here, had he been inclined to render bis fouthern voyage 

Stzts of :ht as little injuriou5 as pofTible, he would have failed up the Delaware; 

■rtMi Jci^n- f^j. jjjg wind was fair at louth wcil. Wafliington was flill in New 

f" '^ ,^" Terfey, believine it impolfible he could defert the northern army. 

]-- -f^ I— ^ iMud iliand and Biiiinsrlport had onlv 210 mjiitia in them bocn; 

there v.-ere no regular continental troops m 1 euniyivania, except a 
few recruiting parties ; the floating batteries wore not manned, nor 
the lower chevaux de frize placed in the river; the chain was not 
finiihed ; the paflage from the capes to Philadelphia was open; 
Rqdbank was neither fortifie4 nor occupied : in Ihort, there was 

nothing 
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nothing to oppofethe takins^ of Mud ifland, the rebel water guard, 

and the city of Phihidelphla, The Cons^refs and the rebel ftate 
were ready to fly a fecond time. But all thefe favourable clrcum- 
Hances were loft upon the Britifli general. He rather chofe, yet 
longer, to combat the iinceitaintics of the ocean, than to furprize the 
rebels who were unprepared to receive hiin. He therefore proceed- 
ed round to Elk, uherc he arrived the 23d of Aui.nif1, 

Perhaps he now thought he had carried his military farce too far. 
His infantry and cavalry had been near two months pent up in vef- The horfcs 
fels, fcedin^r on fait provifions only, In a fouthcrn climate, in the i.""/"^!^ '^f 
hotteft months of the year, h's horfes feeding on peufe, and on a „.^^^ 
lliort allowance-of ware'*, many of them dead, and the reil utterly " * " 
unfit for fervice. 

The army landed the 25th, but could not move, the horfcs were 
either dead or wanted time to recruit. They did not march froni 
Pencadder till September 8th, and palTing thro' Kewark, Hocke- 
fon, and New-Garden, arrived the loth at Kennet fquare. Wafli- 
ington on the 8th had marched from Wilmington to Chad's ford, 
and taken a Ilrong poft on the heights of ErandywinCj on the eaft 
lide, 6 miles from Kennet fquare. 

The Britifli general to arrive on this fpot, had wafted idly and 

wantonly 12 weeks ; he had left his enemv, who was in his fght 
at Hillft)oroiigh to combat the elements, to go in theneareft courfe 
600 miles, and in the courfe of his travcrfe failing more than 2000, 
to 7n€et that enemy again, pofted on ftronger ground, and with 
double their former force. Wafliington had now 16,000 men, the 

.rebels had obtained this number by univerfuHy circulating that Sir 

I William Howe had left America, and that the recruits were only 
wanted, to drive the remnant of the Eritllli at New York from the 
Continent* This, though falfc, had the intended effect, Gen, 
Howe's going to fea for {o many weeks, giving it the femblance of 
truth. The Britlfii left marched round by the forks o't Brandywine 
to attack the right of the rebel army, and Gen. Knyphaufen with 
the Britifli right pafted the Brandywine to attack them in front. 
The rebels were totally routed. They fled in fcattered parties to 
Philadelphia, Lancafter, and Reading ; and Wafliington with a 
corps he was able to keep together, fled to Chefter with his can- 
non and bacrcfaire. Here he remained till next morninfr, within 8 
miles of the Britifli, and then marched by Derby to Philadelphia ; 
niany of his fcattered troops never joined him. Here he ftaid 3 

<lays to colledl fome of his men, and recruit from his magazines, 

the ftores he had loft in battle. On the third day he marched up 

the north ftde of the Schuylkill, crofted at Swede's ford, and pafTed 

10 the Lancafter road. During this time the Britifli general as ufual 

remained with arras folded, and in carelefs indolence for ^v^ days on 

fhe field of battle. When the left column of the Britifli had turned Gen. Howe 

^^'afliington's right flank, his whole army was hemmed in : Gen. might have 

Knyphaufen and the Brandywine in front ; Sir William Howe and ^^ °^ 

Lord Cornwallis on his right : the Delaware on his rear: and Chrifti- ^^^^ ^"^' 

ina river on his left. He was obliged to retreat 23 miles by Chef- 

■t^r to Philadelphia ; when the Britifli lay within 18 miles of it. . 

^ad Gen. Howe detached Knyphaufen 's column in purfuit early 

lext mornings Wafliington .might with eafe have been intercepted, 

either 
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either at the heic:;hts of Crum Creek 9 miles, at Derby 14, or ;it 




not wWciv- \-zi\ his poinoons at Ncv Y<jrk as ufelcfs. Aay ot tliol' 
n:ovciBenis mail: have deiiroyei the rebel army. 

'\wQ\inLrton nov.- advaiwcd 1-y the Lancaiter road; the Rritifii 
ETcnerai meditated a fccond battle ; the rebel van^^uard was defeated. 
Bat what is human refolution ! Hovv eafily is it diverted from ita 

pLirpofe ! A fiiUofra'n prcvenfed the intended attack. Some men 
thou;:ht the rain was a circuniftaiice in favour of difciplined troop:>, 
who wo'.ild take more care of dielr ammunition than undifciplinej 
men. The Bntifh freneral thought otherwlfe. His troops were 
called from "iti^ attack ; and the enemy efcaped ; but loll all their 
great and fmall ammunirlon. September 26th, Lord Cornwallii 
I.r*va'ty of entered Philadelphia; the Congrefs fled to York, and the rebd 
P>>-!2ael- irate to Lancalter. His entry was truly triumphant. The lloniaii 
phi2. citizens never received a viitorious general with greater acclama- 

tions, than the loval citizens of Philadelphia did his lordiliip. 

Mud iiland fort and the rebel water guard now became the ob- 
jefts of attack ; as they cut off the communication between the ar- 
my and the fleet, no\v in the Delaware, having come round from 
Chefapeak. To prevent an attack on Mud ifland by batteries on 
fnore, the rebels had cut. the dykes of Province and Blackeleys 
illands and let in the water. It was necefTary to repair the dykes, 

and frop out the water before batteries could be erected. A gentle- 
man of influence oSered to effect: thefe repairs in a few days. This 
was pointed out to the commander in chief, but from a motive un- 
known to this day, they were not permitted to be made. The; inin 
working in water and foft mud laboured in vain. The work they 
did in the reflux of the tide, the intlux waHied away ; a month w:i3 
fliamcfully walled, and no progrefs made. Whilil this contcil be- 

r.vecn the general and tide -was going on, Lieut. Col. Sterling took 
pofTclIion of Billingfport, and feeing the neccffity of taking poll ;U 
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Ic-rrvi^*^"^ came of the greateft importance. It was now the only key to i\IuJ 
Rc'dDanfc! iiland fort ; the only fpot from which_^that fort could be rcIuforcccL 

relieved, or fuppiied ; without pofTeUing it, they could not protca 
their vv-ater guard, which could lie in no part of the river, but un- 
der the cannon of this poih Lieut. Col. Sterling law this, but 
bis reprefentation had no eSec^i. The rebels improved upan our 
neglea, and inflantly fortified it. Wafliington gave 100/. boup.ty 
to every rebel fcldier who ferved in Mud iiland fort ; the preferv- 
ing it was of the utmoil importance to him ; as it cut oft the com- 
munication between the Britlfli fieet and army. The rebels in it 
were relieved every 6 hours from Rcdbank ; it ' held out fix weck^, 
iirom our blunders in not occupying Redbank, and from not al- 
lowing the dykes of Province and Blackeleys iflands to be repancu. 
A gloom appeared in the countenances of the beft officers. Ti.s 
general himfelf at lail was alarmed, and detached Col. Donop to 
attack Redbankj now ilrongiy forti^cd and defended by 800 nicu. 
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But let us take the i^cncral's own account of the attack ; ** 0;?lo- 
" ber 25th 1777, Col. Dnnop made the bell difpofition, and led Defcriptlon 
** on the troops in the moft tra!!:int manner to th,c aflaalt. Thcv ofRcdbank 
" carried an extenfive outwork, from whence the enemy were f^^tmcation 

" driven into an interior Intrcnchmcnt, which could not be forced 
*' without ladders, bein'y 8 or g feet high, with a parapet boarded 
■*' and fraifed. The detachment in moving; np, and returningr 
" from the attack were much j^alled by the enemies ^allies and 
** floatins^ batteries." Had Lieut, Col. Sterling been jiermittcd to 
occupy Redbank, Donop and near 400 men would have been faved, 
Mud ifland muil have been taken, and the rebel water guard de- 
ilroved, with but a tnliing lofs. 

After this repulfe, the general was- forced to apply for that aflif- 
tance he liad fo lately rejeftcd. Lord Cornwallis fcnt for the gen- 
tleman who had offered to repair the dykes. This he chearfully 
complied with, and though the breaches were now double the fize, 
the repairs were compleatcd in fix davs. The batteries were then 
erected with eafe, and opened November loth, and Mud illand 
fort taken poifefTion of by the Britifli the 15th, fix weeks after their 
arrival at Philadelphia. 

The general's own account fecms to juflify what the rebels have 
called the iurprife at German town ; he fays, " at 3 in the morning 
" the 4th of October, the patroles difcovcred the enemv's approach, 

" and upcju the communication of this nfclVgencc^ the army waa ///?- ' 
*' mediately ordered under arms\^^ If the general received other 

previous intelligence, he has not as ufual mentioned it in his letter ; 

by his own account it fcems as if he had not received any fach in- 
tcllitrence, otherwife he could not have been fo infenlible to the 
fafcty of his army, as not to order it under arms till the approach 
of the rebels. 

When the Britifh retired to winter quarters in Philadelphia, 
Wafliington approached nearer them, to White MarOi, He en- 
camped on a hill; a valley and fandy run in front; to the fouth 
and eafl: an abbattis of trees, their top branches, pointed and lying 
outwards. The ground was llrong and difficult of approach on 
thcfe iides- But on his rear on the north and north weft, the ap- Pofition at 
proach eafy and unfortified. December 4th, Sir William marched "^^htte 
as if to attack Wafhino^ton, He defeated two bodies of rebels of "^^ ^ l 

< TT ^ 1 r 1 i r might have 

1000 men each. He made lome movements on the enemy s rront, beat Waih- 
right and left ; but none on their rear, where they were vulnerable ington. 
without difhculty. By the fame movement he would have cut off 
Wafliington from tis baggage and provilions, which lay five miles 
diltant. Wafliirigt6n dreaded this and was prepared for flight. 
But the Britifli generalVeturned to Philadelphia on the 8th, highly 
cenfured by all, who knew the ground on which Wafliington was 
encamped, and the variety of excellent roads' that led round to his 
rear; it was even well known that Wafliington*s army was in the 
greatefl confuii'on and fright, aftd night and day prepared to fly. 
After this fortunate deliverance, Wafliington took up his winter 
cjuarters at Vallev Forge. With immcnfe labour he raifed wooden 
huts, covered with ftraw and earth ; which formed very uncomfor- 
table quarters. On the eail and foHth an entrenchment was made ; 
the ditch 6 feet wide and 3 in depth ; the mound not 4 feet high, 

Y very 
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very narrow and might have been eafily beat down by cannon. 

Politioa »t Two redoubts were aifo begun, but never compleated. The 
Vallcj Schuylkill was on his left, with a bridge acrofs. His rear moftly 
Forge. covered by an impailible precipice, formed by Valley Creek, hav- 

ing only a narrow paiTage near the Schuylkill. On the right, his 
camp acceliible with fome difHculty, But the approach on his 

front was on ground nearly on a level with his camp. His head 
quarters zo miles from Philadelphia. 

It is diincult to give an adequate defcription of his mifery in this 
fituation. His army was deftitute of almoll every neceffary of 
cloathing, nay almoil naked ; and ver)^ often on fhort allowance of 
provifions ; an extreme mortality raged in his hof}>itals, and none 
of the moll proper medecines to relieve them. There were perpe- 
tual defertions of parties from him of lo to-jo at a time. In three 
months he had not 4000 men, who were by no means to be termed 
cfieddves. In this infirm and dangerous ibite he continued from 
December to May ; during all which time the Britifli in great liealth 
and fpirits lay inactive in Philadelphia : permitting the rebels to 
diltrefs the royal inhabitants on ever}^ fide of the Britifli lines, de- 
Aroylng mills, feizing grain, horfes and cattle ; and imprifoning, 
whipping, branding, and killing the unhappy, but loyal people, 
who at every riik were daily fupplying the army, navy, and inha- 
bitants within the Britifli lines, with all the neceflaries and luxuries 
of the countr}'. Every military man, and every mnn of common 

{enie, who knew the force of the two armies, and the feeble flats 

of the rebels,' expet'-^ed to fee Wafliington's camp llormed or bc- 

Ceged, particularly in March, April and May, when the feverity 

of winter was gone, knowing that to attack it was eafy and a buli- 

nefs of little riik. Wafliington often had. not 3 days provilion in 

his camp, and at times not enough for one day. On his left the 

Schuylkill impaflable but over the bridge; on his rear lay Valley 

Creek with the precipice and narrow pafs ; on his front and on his 

right he could be approached on equal terms. The fituation of 

Might kavc j^jg eamp favoured the Britifli either in florming or befleging him. 

tl^\e^'^ u P*^^*'°g ^000 men, on a commanding ground near, the bridge, on 

Waihing- ^^^ north fide of the Schuylkill, rendered his efcape on the left im- 

tos at Val- pofiible ; 2000 men pofted on a like ground oppofite the narrow 

icj Forge pafs, effe(Sually prevented a retreat by his rear ; and 5 or 6000 men 

placed on the front and right of his camp, deprived him of flight 
on thofe fides. The pofitions were fuch, that if any of the corps 
were attacked, they could have been inflantly fupported. Under 
fuch propitious circumfl:ances, what mortal could doubt of fuccefs! 
But neither the diflrefles of the loyalifls, the millions he was waf- 
ting, the profpedl of glory, nor the duty he owed his King and 
country, could prevail on the Britifli commander to quit the 
delufive pleafures of the long room and pharo table. 

Britijb and Rehd Force in 1776, 
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Lord HOWE's N EGOCI A TION S. 

And Na^val Condutl, 

IT has been faid that his lordfliip's friends folicited, and we arc 
fure his lordfliip accepted the naval command \\\ America. The 
terms of accommodation were adjuitcd according to his lordfliip's 
own ideas of right, and of what in his opinion, the Americans 
oueht with g'ratitude to embrace. The minds of the people, and . 

c \ re \\ vr r i ^ ^ . *^. ' , Americans 

even or the army, were 10 ravourably diipoied to negotiation and [^^ general 
peace, that Walliington's troops on the very report of a treaty had anxious for 
nearly difbanded ; to prevent which, and to perfuadc them the King p^ ace, and 
had no gracious intentions towards them, and to keep them fixed in ^^^'"' ^^^7 
rebellion, Wafliington gave it out in public orders to the army, j^fkJnJ^ 
that there was no treaty in agitation, though he had juft fent Lord 
and Gen, Howe's propofals to Coijgrefs. Yet the earnelt wiflics of 
the people for au accomodation, forced the rebel Congrefs to fend 

a deputation to confer with Lord Howe on his powers to redrels 
their grievances. On the return of thefc deputies,, the Congrefs to 
deftroy even the idea of a peace, publiflied, " that Lord Howe's. 
** Commiilion contained no other authority ot importance, than 
" that of granting pardons, with fuch exceptions as the King's 
" Commiffioners fliould think proper to make, and to declare A- 
** merica, or any part of it, to be, in the King's peace, upon 
" fubmiffion." Thefc falflioods were univerfallv publiflied and 
circulated under the name and authority of the Congrefs, to im- 
prefs upon the minds of the people another fet of falflioods, by the 
frequent repetition of which, they, together with the oppofition in 
England, had already deluded the people into rebellion. Thefe 
were, " that government ?ic--uer intended to redrefs American griev- 
'* ancea ; that they were determined to tax the colonids ^iv/'tboui 
** iheir confent ; and that they had in dircfl objeft the cflablifliment 
** o{ an ahfoiute tyra?iny over thefe flates." Declarations of Con- 
grefs, July and September 1776. 

Lord Howe, though it was his duty to expofe and refute the in- 
fidious falfity of thefc declarations of Congrefs, allowed them to 
prevail without contraditlion ; by which bad policy the deceptions 
that Britain was averfc to accommodation, and was rcfolred to en* 
fiave the colonies, obtained Ereneral belief in America. 

^^ z His 
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His proclamations confirmed, inftead of refuting the rebel decla- 
rations. His firft contained only a hint of his " power to errant 
'^ pardons, and to reflore the colonies to the peace of the king;.'* 
And the le-cond, only fic^nified his defire " to confer with his Ma- 
*' jefly's well afFcCted fubjefts ; that his Majefly was difpofed to 
*' direct a revifion of his royal inilrucflions ; and to concur In a 
'' revifal of all ai^ts bv which his fubjet^s may think" thenifelves af^- 
*' o;rieved." Thefe proclamations of his lordihip's, fcarcely offered 

lA. Howe to the mind one certain or preciHf idea ; they were compofed of no- 
cquivoc^] & thing' but hints and intimations ; and as has been truly faid, thev 

f'^'*^"'^ '° rather confirmed all thofe falOioods, fo affiduoufiy propao:a;ed by 
but ex^lAt ^^^ CongTcfs, than refuted them. His lordfliip's propofitions fiioulJ 
to rebels, have be«n clear, open, decifiv-e and direct; and not given to an 

impatient people in drawiinc^ columns of uncertain, hefitatint^-, 
creeping phrafes, CTcprcfled, as thev had been conceived, in doubt 
and confulion. The aukward and reserved glimpfes that he gave 
them of redrefs, appeared to the warm, agitated minds of the colo- 
niils, the ambiguous and fufpicious language of treachery and de- 
ceit. His lordfliip no doubt meant well ; but there was- not a man 
in the world more unfit for a negociator. 

Yet his lordfhip thought proper to be more- open, communica- 
tive and dirci^ to the rebel Congrefs, if we ought to give credit to 
his private mefiage fent by Gen. Sullivan ; " that he and his bro- 
" ther had fill po-ve^s to compromlfe the difpute between Great 
" Britain and America, upon terms advantageous to both ; and 
'* that the obtainincr thofe terms had detained him two montlis in 
'' England." It has been^well remarked on thefe pallages, that to 
the rebels, who were refolved to rejecl: all propofals with contempt, 
he was explldt, but to the well affetftcd, (that is two thirds of the 

Americans) who wiflied to embrace them with cordiality, he was 
e.jui^jcal and ohfcurc. 

On Dc firry 'ng the Reiel Refources hy Sea, 

No rebel harbour between Boflon and Charlcllown could have 
Kegieaed refilled a tenth a part of his fleet, yet naval expeditions againft them 
to biocfc up never were attempted. Even the port of Philadelphia for 14 
the rebel months after his arrival In America was only defended by a half fi- 
P°""^' . niflied batterj^ of 7 ordinary guns. The ports of Egg harbour within 

one day's fall of his head quarters ; Sinepuxent, Matchapungo, 
and Rock inlet with'n two days fail ; and the ports in Chefapeak 
and Albemarle found were totally defencelefs; yet there the rebel 
naval force and trade remained undifturbed. Some frigates were 
fent to the mouth of the Delaware, but were only once feen {o high 

up as Reedy ifland, their proper flation. Others were fent off the 
Chefapeak and South Carolina to cruife for rich tobacco and indig©' 
fliips, but ever}- thing clfe was thouglit unworthy of notice. Thefe 
cruifei^ were in a great meafure unfuccefsful ; the rebels waited fa- 
vourable opportunities j the high gales that blew our frigates off 
the coaft, opened a pafTage for the rebel trade. 

Albemarle found not being blocked up, North Carolina was fup- 
plied with fait, the country abounds in hogs, and the rebel commif- 
lanes laid up magazines of faltprovifions at Suffolk. From Suf- 
folk they were carried thro' the mouth of the Nanfeniond, ai>d up 

the 
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the Chcfapeak to the head of the Elk, and from thence in waggons 
to Valley Forge. Thefc fuppljes jafl faved Wafitington's army Rebel armj 
from famhic, AH' thefe circuniihiiues were pointed out to the Bri- how fu^i- 
tiih general, and of courfe we may prefnme were known to the ad- P"^"- 
miral. The method of prcvenrino- this fupply was alfo pointed 

out. A iino-ie fri'j-atc at the mouth of Nanfcmond, another at the 
Tangier illands, with 2 fmali armed vcflels up James river, would 
have flopped the navigable part of the tranfportation, and the car- 
riage by land was imprafticahle, being 400 miles j for waggons ' 
and horfes are fcarce in that country, and the roads in winter im- 
paliablc. Notwithlhuiding all this information, no frigates were 
font to the Tangiers or Nanfcmond, and by this neglcdt Walhing- 
ton's army was faved from ruin. 

If his iordfliip had taken advice, and properly blockaded the re- 
bel ports, American produce could not have been tranfported to 
iMirope, nor could fupplies have been carried from Europe to enable 
the Americans to continue tht-lr unnatural rebellion : and had his 
iortiniip, when his fleet -was fupcrior, attacked Count d'Elhiign in 
the fummer 1778, when the*French fleet was difabled and within 
a tew hours fail of Sandy Hook, that commander would not at this 
tiiiie have been fupporting the rebellion in our fouthern colonies, 
and in all probability Spain would have^been deterred from joining 
ill tiie confederacy againlf us. 

The fubilance of the two laft articles is chiefly taken from Letters 
to a Nobleman, and a letter to Lord Howe : Thofe who wifli to 
fee the whole are referred to thefc pamphlets. 



^Mir. lUS SCAURUS 

On the TLxpediilon from Canada^ and Lieut. Gefi, Burgoyne^s Kvidetice* 

Addrejfcd to Gen^ Burgoyne, 

WHEN you received the command of the northern cxpedi- Highnatio- 
tion, the public expectation was raifed to the highefl nalexpe<ila- 
pitch, by your magnificent harangues in the fenate, and your libe- tion fromG. 

ral promifes of atftive and extenlive operation in the field. The Burgoyne. 

miniiby were as fanguine as the mob, and rejoiced beyond meafure, 
that they had at lart found an opportunity of employing a confiden- 
tial general, not only unconnct'ted with oppofition, but zealous in 
the caufe of the fupremacy of the Bririlli legillature. But it was 
not fufficient that ou- expedations fliould be raifed; the fears of 
the enemy were to be encreafed in the fame proportion. To pro- 
duce this effeC^, a proclamation was publiilied at Ticonderoga, 
which out thundered all your great guns, numerous and noify as 
they were. You there aflumed the form of an offended Jupiter. 
Vengeance and death were in your right hand — peaceand forgl- 
venefs in your left. The time fecmed to be come, when rebellion 
was to be fwept from the face of the earth, by the irreliflible vigour 
of your outfl:retched arm, attended as it was to be in its awful pro- 

grefs, by the blelling of providence on the one fide, and the favages 

of Canada on the other. This proclamation, though mighty fub- 

lime, was looked upon by the illiterate Americans as mighty ob- 

fcure. 



I/O Scar^rus, c:: tire Ca^mL^a K-xpcdlftOTi^ and Bur gey 71 e* 5 Kzuelcffcf, 

fcurc. You thought proper rhcrcforc, a few months afterwards, 
Prr>clam3- to elucidate it bv a very clear cominentary, wntteii at Saratoga, 
t'cn & fi:r- The public aiiniircd the happy variety of ftile that diHinguiHicd 
rmdfr con- j-\^^i-^ j^^q performances. Thev concluded you to be a very f:^ood 

author, but recollen:ed, with furprife, that they had once dreamed 
you '.vas a great general. This illiilion, thou£;"h vanished from 
their minds, feems frill to keep jxifieilion of youi's: for though we 
are new cn-oaninfr under the wcipht of thofe misfortunes which voiir 
defeat has broujifht upon us, you are not contented, Sir, with e- 

fcaping- the indig-nation of vour country, you boldly flcp forwjird 
in the Senate, and inlht upon your claim to its applaufe. I think 
in prudence vou fiiould have delaved this claim a little time lonc:;cr. 
Engiiih cars arc net yet fufficicntiy prepared for it. Allow a few 
more precedenrs to 1:)C clhibli/licd, and then you may make it with 
fafety and fuccefs : for vrith an adminiilration of cowards, and an 
oppolition of bullies, difappointmcnt and difgrace will foon become 
the beft titlts to approbation and reward. 

You, Sir, took the earlied meafures to obtain the patronage of 

the latter of thofe rcfpccrable bodies ; for the moment you furren- 
dcred vour arms to the rebels, vou refolved to i;icriiice your princi- 
ples to the oppofition. The facritice met with the mofl: propitious 
acceptance, for it came accompanied with the worit tidings this 
countr}' ever heard. You had done a dccd^ that fecured even the 
forgivenefs of Col. Barre, for all your paO: offences. In reading 
the convention ar Saratoga, he forgot that you had once been a 
iHckler for the honour of a Britifli foldier. 
■^"bofhntild ^'his ftep being taken, the ncr^t conlideration was to determine 
bear the ^^'^o fliould bear the blame oi thofe misfortunes, which, you was 
blame at rcfoIved /hould not be imputed to you. Sir William Howe, Sir 
bis misfor- Quy Carleton, and the Anierican fecretary, prefented themfelvea 

at iiril, as the parties aiuong whom it would be proper to divide 
the whole. All your letters fliew, that, for a time, you attribut- 
ed vour want of fuccefs entirely to the failure of that co-operation 
which you expected from Gen. Howe's army. This was the lan- 
^a?e you held to the minilrer- to vour army, and even to Sir 
"^Villiam Howe himfelf. You fpokc it in the mofi: clear and unam- 
biguous manner in your meffage to Sir Henry Clinton, by Capt. 
Campbell, when you declared that " you would not have given 
Fir^Hawe. *« Up your communication with Ticonderoga, had you not expeft- 

'' ed a co-operating army at Albany.'* Now, had you not given 
up your communication with Ticonderoga, it is clear you could 
never havr been forced to furrender your army. The whole of 
your misfortune then, if we may believe yourfelf, was entirely ow- 
ing to Gen, Howe's failure in the expefied co-operation. 

Strong as this ground of defence may at firll fight appear, you 
were obliged, for prudential reafons, totally to defert it, and aban- 
don every advantage vou could derive from it. Sir William Howe 
had now left the Kino;'s ilandard to its own fortune in America, and 
had returned to look for laurels uilder the banners of oppofition. 
He was of a weight and ftandin.i^ in the corps, which you, though 
a hopeful recruit, could not polTibly pretend to rival : it was there- 
fore necefiarj^ to give up every idea of criminating him, before you 

could procure the concurrence of the whole party in defending you. 
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With reg-ard to Sir Guy Curlctoii, it had been oiven out by your 

friends that he had been greatly deficient m muking the r.ccclTary 

preparations for the coininenccment of your campai'^n, and iliaine- '^^^^'^ *-"* 

fully dilatory in forwarding to you the fupplies and alhllancc that 

were afterwards to conie from that province. Unfortunately he too 

was conneded with a part of f'nc tjppolition, in fuch u. manner as 

made it nccefiiiry to fupprcfs this chariiT, for the fame reafons that 

icduced you to keep back that ai^ainlt Sir William Howe, There 

now remained nothing to lay the blame upon, but your orders from 

the fecretary of llate. Thofe hopeL^fs orders therefore arc now to -^^^ 5^* 

be cenfured for every thing you did, and every thing that you omit- l■^^^lJ^^.y^ 

ted to do — for you marches and your hiilts — for lying by while you 

had a profpetf of fuccefs, and advancing when you had none — -and 

finally, for that flrangefl of all ilrange ideas, that when you could 

proceed no farther, it was better to furrcndcr than attempt to re- 
treat. 

The firfl: charge againfl: you in the conduft of your unfortunate 
expedition, is the carrying with you a quantity of artillery fo to- 
tally incompatible with that celerity of movement, on which your 
iucccfs entirely depended. It was ncceflary Indeed to carry a traJa 
to Ticondcroga, equal to the reduction of the very frrong works 
we expedltrd to meet with there. So far you could have juRified 
yourfeU even without the example of Sir Guy Carlcton ; but far- 
ther, you in vain endeavoured to procure his opinion in your fa- 
vour. You, and your learned friend Capt. Money, have inform- 
ed the Committee, tliat artillery kills inen at a diilance, and that 
It makes a greater imprclllon on the enemy's defences, than mere 
nuifquetry can effed. Ijulced I — It did not require the teilimony 
of IMofcs and the prophets, much lefs that of two men from Sara- 
toga, to convince the moil incredulous fenator of the truth of this 
allegation. But you fliould have i-ccolh'L'led, Sii', that the very car- 
riage of this artillery ci'catcd afterwards the neceifity of emploving 
it. The army was pinned down to attend its motions, and the e- 
normous delays occalioned, in a great degree, by the flowncfs of ^ ' ' '^^'' 
its progrefs, g-avc full time to the rebels to recover from their lirfi: 
panic, and to coUecl: again that army which hud been compleatly dlf- 
perfed. Whereas, had you advanced rapidly without encumbrance 
or delay, you would neither have found men to oppofe, nor works 
to interrupt your progrefs through the country. In point of faof, 
what W'orks did this artillery of vours ever get the better of ? Af- 
ter palling Ticonderog::, you met with but one fortified camp of the 
enemy, and all your boafled artlilefy never enabled you ro advance 
a hngle foot beyond it. 

But it was not fufhcient to embarrafs vourfelf with cvvry incum- 
hranee that could retard the progrefs of an armv ; it was necefliiry, 
in order to complete your plan, to adopt fuch a r-JUte as would add 
to every diihculty, and augment every deii\'. Initcad of the 
flraight and common pafliige by the way cf lake George, which it 
never would have occurred to any other oiHcer to have departed 
from, you thought proper, at the expcnce of much time, and in- 
credible labour, to cut a road through a piece of ground the niofl 
difhcult and impracticable that pt-rhaps all America afforded. You 
fecmed to be convinced, that to the ^'■encrailty of niinkind this 

meafurc 
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fneafure would appear altogether inexplicable, and were therefore 
pleafed to conimunicate to us your motives for a movement fo ex- 
tremciv eccentric. I'ou were apprehenlive, it feems, in the firit 
place, th^t the rctrtri^rade motion of the armv from Sk.eenfl>oroutj;h 
to Ticondcroga, would abate the panic of the enemy, and at the 
fame time have a b;id ctiert upon the fplrits of our own troops. 
Your philof(jphv fecms ot a jiicce with vour ^eneralfl^ip. It miiil: 
be in fome new fvlloni that vou have di (covered, that a man is inojt 
terrified when it is kail poiiible to overtake him, and a foldicr l?d 
out ot his road in pnrfuit of an cnemv, will feel himfelf dejecled or 
Rome. depreffed, if he returns into it after the purfuit is over. Gen. Fra- 

fer's corp5 made this retrograde motion from Huberton, and yet I 
profefs the grenadiers and light infantry never betrayed the fmallcil 
fvmptom of the truth of this ftrange theory of yours : but you are 
further pleafed to exprefs your opinion, that had you gone by the 

lake, the enemy would have delavcd you greatly by making a (land 

at fort George ; and in this opinion all your witnefTe's are pleafeJ 
to conciir. Now let us Hate the premifes from which this conclii- 
fion is drawn. 

The rebels had fled from Ticonderoga, where they had colleficd 
all the force it was poffible for them to ailemble — where they li:id 
works of a motr amazing ib'cngth, and had made every preparation 
for a long and vigorous defence. You, therefore, fuppofe that 

thofe vcrv rebels, panic firuck, beaten and difperfed as they were, 
would make a frand at fort George, where thcv had no ftrength, no 
defence, nor anv preparation that indicated an intention of a mo- 
ment's rcliilance. Befidcs the total abfurdity of fuch a fuppoiition, 
3-0U know pcrfefth* well that in point of fad there was not the final- 
lelt foundation for it ; for on tlie nth of July you write to Lord 
George Germain, in your private letter, that the enemy, fo hr 

from preparing to make a iland at Fort George, were even then la- 
bouring to remove their magazines from thence and from fort Ed- 
ward. Yet, in dlrecTt contradiction to this, you and your friends 
now feriouily aflure the Committee, that you expeded to find the 
rebels in fojce at the firll of thofe places, and that your march by 
Skecn£borou;^h was occafioned chiefly by that expedation. 

At lafl, Sir, when the feafon was half fpent, you arrived at the 
banks of the Hudfon's river, where you thought proper to make a 
dead halt of one entire month. If Mr. Gates himfelf had diredcd 
your operations, he could not poifibly have planned mcafures more 
favourable to his own views. The flisrht from Ticonderoo;a had made 
fuch an imprcllion on the fpirits of the rebels, that it was impoifiblc 
immediately to colled an armv, or to infpire them with that confi- 
dence which is neceffaiy to enfiire fuccefs ; but it was certain that m 
time that imprclfion would wear off, unlcfs it were continued or re- 
newed by the rapid movements of the King's troops. When, ini'^cad 
of fuch movements, they faw thofe troops waiting days, weeks, 
and months, without making the fmalleft progrefs, it is no wonder 
that they at lail got an army to ailemble — it is rather furpriiinj 
that they were without one fo long. I wifli your friend Col. King- 
Hen, in fome of his confidential communications with Mr. Gates, 
had obtained a return of the rebel force not only on the 7th of Oc- 
tober, but during the whole months of Auguit and September. H 
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It had anfvvefed your purpofc, I make no doubt but it would have 
been procured and produced. Bui it would have appeared too 
clearly from thence that durinp; the whole of the firft month, and 
the greateft part of the fccond, they had no force that could enter 
into competition with yours, and that nothing but vour mon- 
ilrous delays, joined to the misfortune at Bonnips^ton, created that 
formidable army which mppeared againtt you in the month of 
Oa-ober. 

But your excufe for thofe delays is the want of provifions ,* and Proviiioni. 
to account for this want, the roiids from lake Georre are faid to 
have been out of repair. This is one of the blefled confequences 
of the March by the way of Skccnlborough. Had the army come 
by lake Gcprge, they would of courfe have repaired the roads as 
they came along. But you contrived jufl to double both the fa- 
tigue and the dclav ; for thev had firft one road to make from 
Skeenfhorough, and then they had' another to open and repair from 
fort Gcorp'C. In the whole of the evidence you have produced, 
the method is, to ftatc a necefHtv for every one of your mcafurcs, 
contriving to tink this trilling circum fiance, that, that ?tecejfity inva- 
riably originated from fome previous blunderer omiilion of your 
own. The delay in this cafe you prove to have been unavoidable, 
forgetting to inform us that it became fo, only by the unaccount- 
able whim of departing from the route which any other man would 

have taken. 

I come now to the unhappy affair at Bennington, which being' 
the commencement, and in a o^reat meafure, the caufe of all your 
misfortunes, it will be neceffary to Hate at fome length. Your ar- 
my, far from being too numerous, you fa}' was nor even adequate 
to the enterprife you were fent upon. It is therefore perfei^ly clear, 
that you could not aftbrd to rifl^: detachments from it, for the exe- 
cution of any collateral purpofc whatever. But fuppofing an ob- 
je6t had prefented itfelf, of fufficient magnitude to judify a devia- 
tion from this rule, the detachment employed fliould cither have 
been ftrong enough to maintain itfelf againll: any oppolition that it 
could be expected to meet, or it ihould have had orders to retreat 
the moment it was threatened with an attack. Inftead of proceedin 
on this clear military principle, you fent out 600 of your wor 
troops, at a diftance from your army, into the heart of the enemy's 
country, and ordered them to keep their ground at all events; — even 
though the whole country fliould rife againll: them. A detachment 
thus circumil:anced was not only hazarded ; it was clearly, and in- 
fallibly devoted ; for the enemy muft have wanted common fenfe, 
if they did not. reduce its dell:ru£l:ion to an abfolute certainty. 
When you communicated your intention to Gen. Frafer, he ex- G.Frafcr a- 
prefled his mofl: pofitive difapprobation, not only of fending Ger- gainft the 
mans, but offending fuch a detachment of any troops, for any pur- ■^^""l"?^*'^ 
pofe whatever. He thought the point of fo great confequcnce, ^^P*«^^^«^" 
that he did not confine himfelf merely to a verbal difapprobation;— 
he rcmonflrated againft the meafure in writing, and predicted the 
fatal confequences which it might be expe£ted to produce. This 
you know to be true. It w-as the common report of the camp, 
that this freedom of his difpleafed you fo much, that you declar- 
ed wdth fome warmth, that " you fliould learn for the future to 
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*' be more peremptory-, and Icfs communicative.'* Certain it is 
tLat you difrcgardcd his rcmonftrances, and proceeded to execute 
this-verv ftrange plan in an equally flrange manner. Had you 
fought through all the various defcriptions of men who then receiv- 
ed the King's pay, you could not polTibly have found a corps fo to- 
tally unfit for this kind of fervice as Reidefel's dragoons. Belides 
that heavinefs and ilownefs which they poflcflcd in common with 
other Brunfwick regiments, they were loaded with accoutrements 
which rendered them additionally clumfy. Their very hats and 
fwords weiE:hed more than the whole equipment of one of our fol- 
diers. Yet thefe poor devils did you pitch upon for a flying expe- 
dition through the woods, for the fagacious purpofe of mounting 
them on boifcf, in a countr}' where cavalry could not be ufed. 

The command of this expedition was given to Col. Baum, a 
braye man and good officer in his way, but jufl as much quuhfied 
for this fort of fervice as an Indian chief would be for the command 
of an army in Flanders. He neither had, nor could be expected 
to have, an idea of the nature of American warfare j he did not c- 
rcn underhand a fyllable of the language of the people whofe aftcc- 
tions you fent him to try. The event was jufl: what might be ex- 
pected from fuch a plan. The country people finding fo fmall a 
detachment at fo great a diflance from the army, fiocked in from 
ail quaners to furround it, while poor Baum, totally ignorant of 
the countr}', the people, and the language, hardly knew whether 
they were allembling as friends or foes. He however difpatched 
intelligence of this rifing to you, and you now perceived the con- 
fcquences with which your deep laid fcheme was about to be attend- 
ed. The only poffible chance of retrieving the blunder, and pre- 
venting the detachment from being cut off, was to .fend fonvard 
the lightefl and moft expeditious troops in your army, who by 
mere dint of quick marching might perhaps arrive before the ene- 
my fhould find it expedient to commence their attack. 

But vou feem politively to have abjured the guidance of reafoa 
throughout the whole of this tranfadtion. For you, a fccond time 
made choice of the Germans, who poflefled no one qualification 
that fuch a duty required. Did you really believe, Sir, that they 
would march to Bennington in a fliorter time than any equal num- 
ber of Britifli troops in your, army ? did you not know, on the con- 
trary, that the worft Britifh regiment in the fervice, would with eafe 
march two miles for their one r was not the choice of them then a 
Yoluntar}- and a wanton facrifice of the detachment which you pre- 
tended to fend them to relieve ? the Germans proceeded exactly as 
even" man in the camp knew and espeded they would. They halt- 
ed ten times an hour to drefs their ranks, which were liable to be 
broken at ever}' Ilcp in fuch a road as they had to rparch by. You 
knew this to be their conftant praftice, and therefore had no reaibii 
to be aiioniflied at it on this occafion. The confequence was, that 
they arrived juii: time enough to be attacked by the victorious rebels, 
flufhed with their conquefl over the unfortunate Baum. Col. Brcy- 
man made a gallant iland, notwithftanding the advantages the re- 
.bels had got by occupying the hills, at the foot of which he was o- 
bliged to march. At lall: both parties feemed tired of the conflict ; 

-for they both retreated at the fame inilant, the Germans leaving 

behind 



Ncu' mode 



Reflexions ov Gen, Burgoynv^ conJuB /vice h's rcfuru lo T.nglnncl, 17^ 

behind them their cannon, which the rebels did not take polTelllon 
of till four days after the enp-a^jfemcnt. 

Thus ended this unfcM-t'.marf affair, which almolt inftantaneoiifly 
darkened the profpc^t of the u-hulc campaign. AA^e loil in killed, 
wounded, and prifoners, little Icfs than looo men. The Indians 
bco;an immediately to defert. The loy:diils weie di/heartened, 
while the rebels were elated beyond mcafurc, and totally forg^ot "^/^.^S^* 
the terror with which you had at firll infpired them. They even ^^J^^ 
conceived the mo(l contemptible opinion of your talents as an offi- 
cer, and filled their papers with the moO: fatirical reflet^ions on 
your orders to Col. Baum, which they faid betrayed a want of mi- 
litary fkill, that one of their militia colonels would have been a- 
fiiamed to difcover. To all this, what do you and your friends 
anfwer ? why, that it was entirely the fault of the Geimans, who 
did not march fo fafl as you expected thcv would have done. Good 
God ! Sir, do you and your vvitneflcs mean to trifle with the com- 
mon fenfe of mankind ? We all blame the Germans, but mud wc 
therefore acquit you, who, with an abfurdity bordering on mad- 
nefs, pitched upon thofe very Germans, in preference to all the o- 
ther troops of your army ? that would be to make your crime the 
inflrument of your juflification. 
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REFLECTIONS 

On Gen^ Burgoyrie'^s CottdttB Jince his leturti to England, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the dIfVrace and misfortune which Hi£h cha- 
thc nation fufiered, in lofingr the armv under the command ra^^rot G. 
,- ^ T. I 1 1- • 1 ■' • 1 ■ Burffovne; 

ot Gen. Burgoyne, the public in general contmued to cntertam a but hisco 
high opinion of that ofHcer's integrity and talents. The ruin of his duft ar 
army was juflly imputed to the want of a co-operation. But to the li^me a clf- 
infinite furprlfe and regret of thofe, who are properly fpeaking his *"^ °*' l^" 
only real friends, his condudl at home has been little elfe than a P^"J<="^'*«* 
tiflue of imprudencies. 

His refufal to join his captive army cannot be juHiflcd. The 
prefence of a beloved and refpet'lied commander, would certainly 

have contributed to the confolation of that array, and might have 
retained many in their duty, who have been feduced by rebel arts. 
Suppofing his health not very robuft, it could fullain no great fliock 
from refiding in comfortable quarters, though in an enemy's coun- 
try. All the northern part of America is much healthier than 

England, the air being purer and drier. 

His complaint of being denied accels to the King, Is not dif^ln- 
guifhed for its propriety or decorum, nor does it correfpond with 
that fcnfibllity and delicacy of mind, which were always thought 
to conftitute a great part of his charaifter. He ought not to have 
expected admiflion to his Majefly, till after the decilion of a court 
martial, and a couit martial could not with any propriety deter- 
mine on his condudl, whilfl he remained a prifoner under the con- 
vention". — But had admittance been granted him, — How humiliat- 
ing for hifn the fcene ! He had parted with his Majefly in the 
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high hope of conqueil, and he returned to him but alas ! let us 

lave fenfibilky — from the repetition of misfortune. 

On his firfi interview with the fecretar\^ of llate, the fa£ts, obfer- 
vations, and opinions, refpecflino^ his late important truft, became 
the firll and natural ob{c(:-'ts oi difcullion. The hint of abfencc from 
Court till afrcr an enquir}', being a fecondary, a perfonal, and un- 

plealing bunnefs, the noble lord naturally and delicately deferred 
it to the clofe of the converfation, in fliort deferred it to the lait 
moment. 

His charge of beinj^ infidioufly drawn into very confidential corn- 
All his munications, relatively to the ver\- important objecls of his. late 
charges 2- command, on!v difplav? the bitternefs of his fpirit, in converting 
i-nr^Twd ^° ^^ of duty in the miniiler, and an a6l of duty in himfelf, into 

an odious charge aj^ainil: the minifier. It was the duty of the mi" 
nifier, not only to lead him to thefe communications, but it was 
his duty voiuiuarllv to give them in the mod unreferved manner. 

His char??, that he law 3 A flematical defign of vilifying and 
difgnrcing everv oincer whom the miniflrj' had ever employed by 

fea (^r land, anJ.rhat :he ruin of otHcers forms almoll: the whole of 
their military fyfrera, ought nt;t perhaps to be termed Malevolent, 
as ic panakes more of the Frantx. The charge has not the fern* 
blance of common fenfc to fupport it. His aflertion, inflead of 
being faci-, is the ver/ reverfc. I'he ruin of miniflcrs, on the con- 
trary, feems to have been the fole end and intent of fome generals ; 
wbofe oblique and iiniller operations, convey to the mind no other 
idea thnn that of the moft drivelling folly, or abandoned treachery. 
The miiVocdud of generals, through the kindncfs of oppofition, is 
for the mofc part viiited upon minifters. Military offenders, who 

have difgraced, and a-lmoil ruined the nation, have been rewardeii 
with unmerited honours, in fttad of receiving merited punifliment. 
Minifrers {o far from inclining to ruin eveiy officer, heartily and fin- 
cerely pray for their conllant fuccefs ; and never did minifters fo 
exert the national flrength to render officers fuccefsful ; Their own 
power, not to mention the interell of the nation, almoft exiUs on 
the fuccefs of officers ; — to fay then, that the ruin of officers forms 
the military'' fyfremofthe minlflers, is a charge contradiftory to 
common fenfe. Such a charge almofl: amounts to a proof of a to- 
tal deprivation of judgment. 
Infulred In regard to Gen, Burgoyne himfelf, mini/1-ers and their friend* 

only by the j^^^^ treated him, and fpoken oi him, with iinexampled liberality 
his^^confe- of fcEtiment. — But Mr. Rigby the fworn friend of his courted con- 
<3erate Sir federate Sir William Howe, has been the only perfon who has treat- 
W. Howe, ed him with illiberal feverity. And it is true, that Mr, Rigby's 

conduct has been more cenfured by the friends of their country, 
than by oppofition. This gentleman, while he loaded the unfor- 
tunate commander publicly with the moll aggravated charge?, 
iJrenuoufly oppofed the examination of his evidence before the 
Committee. This was Gaining him with diflionour, and at the 
iame inflant telling him, he fhould have no opportunity of wip- 
ing it o£r. Such conduct decides a man's character for ever. 

Gea. Burgoyne's cafe is indeed truly pitiable. He has thrown 
■up his commiffionsj rather than go and comfort his brave compa- 
nions, captives under a convention of his own making ; he has de- 
fer ted 
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felted the true ground of his defence, the want of a co-operarton : 

he has clung to the very man who abandoned him to deil:ru<5^ion ; R.is f If dc- 

;vhofe"fricnds flill fpurn him ; and who are the only perfuns wlin '"''-'■' '^^^ 

have cruelly attacked him. — His forming a connection with thlb " ^'^ ^"^" 

man who had ruined him and his army, was certainly the mr^il 

fatal aftion, for his own character, that paffion milguided by foily 

could commit. — Yet the public, more jufl to him than he has bf^-n 
to himfelf, equally with himfclf regret his misfortune^, and Hill 
more, they pity him, for thofe political imprudencies at home, of 
which he appears, at prcfent, to have no due fenfe. — Never was a 
refpeiSlable chara6ler fo irretrievably felf devoted. 




STRICTURES 

On Sir William Ho'Kc's MIBCUIANZA or TRIUMPH, 

upon halving America uncon ucre'l, If^^th h:<: Chnratlc?- pi-inteel under 
the patronage of the American Covgrrfs^ in order to j! c'V Iwvfar ihi 
Kin^s enemies thinl< his General defer'ving of Puhlic Hon'^urs, This 
IVriter flror.gly reawwicfids MATTER of FACT and the 

LETTER from NEW" TORK, dated May i-^th, (fee pages 
34. and 38, fe'cj as excel/e;it Letfe-'s^ n.\ihich fh^uld he read hy e-fery 
good EngUjJmian 'Zvho -v:ij}^es to imderjland the reafons of our failure 
in A^nerica, 

F Sir William YIowg had thought fit quietly to refign his com- ^ f''"iimpli 
mand, and been content to enjoy in privacy the fortune he had f^'|[/^'*-|/[~j. 
acquired, till the nation had in feme meafure digeftcd the difgraces p,.,r.,n.:f 
and lofles we had fuffcrcd under his (Command in America ; or rill u.ir^racc 5c 
the dangers and calamitie?, which, in confcqucnce of them, threaten <i>-'ieai. 
us here at home, were palled over ; — he might not then perhaps 
have been dillurbed in his rcrircmcnt. 

But at a time when the Britifli empire in America is funk; and 

when thoufands and thoufands of good fubjeds in both countries 
are ruined by its fall ; at a time, when, with the lofs of our colonies, 
the empire here in Britain itfelf is fliaken and endangered ; at fuch a 
time of public calamity, vvhcn every good Englifliman was trem- 
bling for the commonwealth ; at fuch a time of diftrefs, for a gene- 
ral to take to himfelf ovations and triumphs greater than the Duke 
of Marlborough, or an)'- Engli/h commander ever thought of ; to 
fuffer himfelf to be crowned with laurels, and to have triumphal 
arches eretfled to his honour; is fuch an infult offered to our un- 
dcrllandings, as cannrit but raife in the mind of every man of fenfe, 
the hicrhcil deirree of allonifinncnt and indip-nation. 

Could a commander in chief, m a war of fo much importance, 
after the nation had been put to the expence of fo many millions to 
no purpofe; and when fo many thoufands of good fubjec'^ts are ruin- "^p ^^J^y*^, 
ed by the mifcarriacfe of it: — could he think, that we fliould lofe all '^' , ^"?^'* 
fcnfe of the public calamities, becaufe he exprefles no frelincs tor orperfonal 
them ? Did he think we fliould imagine America was flill ours, be- ihajne. 
caufe he fliewcd no fliame, but had a triumph made for him upon 

the lofs of it ? Or that a three years feries of perpetual difgraces 
would nor be fccn through all his. ovations and triumphal aixhcs ? 
How much foever it may be in a general's power to reprefent his 

army 
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^Lrmj 2S greater GT k/s^ to ^\i\t any prefent occafion^ yet one thing- at 
leafl is certain, that Gen. Howe was furniilied with a force abun- 
dantly fufiicientto have c|uelled the rebellion. Both friends and 
foes a^ree in this, that from the year 1776, he never met Mr. 
Wafhington but with an army fupcrior in number, as well as in 
goodneis, to that of the enemy which was oppofed to him ; yet in 
the courfe of three campaigns, he never thought proper to' fight 
IVJr. Uafhing;ton but once ; and then did not chafe to purfue the 
^'i^to^'J w'hlch his troops had gained for him. Either, therefore, the 
Britifti troops mull have been the greateft: of all poltroons, who 
were unable to contend with an inferior number of new-raifed, h:Ui- 
cloathed, half-armed American militia; — or clfe there mulT: have 
been an extreme deficiency in our e:eneralfliip, Whichfocvcr of 
tneie may hare been the cafe, whnt ground can either of them af- 
ford for a triumph r Or upon what foundation could a gt.neralj 
\vbo had lecn the Bririfli arms endure innumerable difgraces under 
his command ; who had fufl>:red himfelf to be ingloriouflv driven 
outof Bofton J and who after havinfr been beaten :it Trenton and 
Prince town, was fiiil more ingiorioully driven out oi the Jerfev5 ; 
whofe troops, by bravely beann< in the rebel out-pods, had often 
•pointed out to him the way to viclory, while he never chofe to fol- 
low it ; but invariably allowed the Americans to march ofi' unmo- 
leiTed and unpurfued ; who had fufFered himfelf to be furprized at 
German town, and had feen his army thereby brought to the brink 
of deflrucrion, from which it was refcued by the fmgle bravery and 
good-condu(ft of Lieut. Col. IMufgrave ; who had been bafHed and 
defeated in all his attempts, and out-generaled even by a man that 
was none ; and who now, after thr-ee years command, found him- 
felf much lefs able to fupprefs the rebellion, than he was the day 
Crovned he^ landed on Staten illand ? — Upon what pretence, I fay, could 
iPithlaurels this gentleman fuffer himfcif to be crowned with laui-els wliich 
DcverwoD. j^g never won? Or encourage the dedicating a triumphal arch 

^-ith plumes and military trophies to his honour, without his hav- 
ing once had the honour of a comiueil. 

When fo very extraordinary a method has been taken, to perfuade 
us of^the high eflimation, in which he is held for his military abili- 
ties, It IS a piece of jullice due to the public, to produce the opi- 
nion which even the rebels entertain of him ; fo very different 
from that which has been given by his flatterers and dependants. 
It is a letter addrelTed to him in the American Crilis j a work 
which fome have given to Dr. Franklin, It is known to be written 
under the patronage of Congrefs, and under the inibutftion of their 
capital and beft informed leaders. 

The AMERICAN CRISIS, 

AJJreJJed to Gen. Sir William Ha^^e, By the Author of Common Senfc. 

cfaaraSerof " That a man, whofe foul is abforbed in the low traffic of vul- 
SirWiUiara " &^^ '^\ct^ is incapable of moving in any fupcrior region, is clear- 
H«we. " ly ihown in you by the event of ever}'" campaign ; — your military 

exploits have been without plan, objecV, or decifion. Can it be 







poffible that you or your employers can fiippofe the poiTeffion of 
Philadelphia to be any ways equal to the expence or the expec- 
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" tntions of the nation which fupports you ? "\\'"hat advantages 
" does Eiiglaiid derive from any atchievment of yours? If the 
" principal events of the three cainpaiE^^ns be attended to, the ba- 
" lance will appear ilronnly aoainfi: you at the clofe of each ; 
" but the lail, in point of im})ortancc to us hath exceeded the for- 
" nuT tv\'o. At the dole of the canipaij^ai in feventv-iive youwere 
" oblic^cd to retreat from Bollon. In the fummcr, fcventv-lix, you 
" appeared with a numerous fleet and army in the harbour o^ 

" New York, Jjjf ivhai miracle the Cofifh/rnt nvas preferi'ed in //-^^ "VVon<]cr at 

" fcafon nf Ja'^ger^ is a Julje^ rf aJmirafion, If, inftcad of wafting J-'^ "^'^ 

" your time againft Long illand, you had run up the North river, ["jq^^ 

" and landed any where above Nev\^ York, the confequencc mull: 

" have been, that either you would have compelled Gen. Walh- 

" ington to fight you with very unequal numbers, or he mufl: have 

" fuddenly evacuated the cit_y, with the lols of nearly all the 

" Ilores of the army, or have iurrcndered for want of provlfions ; 

" the iituation of the place naturally producing one or the other 

" of thefe events. 

" You let Hip the ver_v opportunity which feemed to put con- 
" quell in vour power. Through the whole of that campaign you 
*^ had nearly double the forces which Gen. Waflilngton immedi- 
" atcly commanded. The utmoll: hope of America in the year 
" fevcnty-iix reached no higher than that (lie might not then be 
" conquered. She had no expct'^tarion of defeating vou in the cam- 
^^ paign. You had then greatly the advantage of her ; you Were 
" formidable ; your military knowledge \V'<\$ fupp"fei{ to he complete ; 
" your fleets and forces arrived without any accident ; you had 
** nothing to do but to begin, and your chance lay in the iirfl: vi- 
'^ gorous onfet. America was young and unflcilled. She was o- 
" bligcd to trufl her defence to time and prat^'tice ; and "hath, by 
" mere dint of perfeverance, maintained her caufe and brought 
" her enemy to a condition, in which flie is now capable of meeting 
" him on any ground, 

" Let mc aik. Sir, what great exploits have you performed ? Sarcaftic 

" Through all the varietj' of changes and opportunities, which this remarks on 

" war hath produced, I know of no one acHon of yours that can **'^ move- 

" be filled malferly. You have moved in and out, backward and "^^"'^^' 

*' ^orxv^Vil^ round and round, as if valour conuHed in a military 

*' jig. The hidory and figure of your movements would be truly 

*' ridiculous, could they be jufdy deiineatod. They refemble the 

" labours of a ptippy purfuing his tail ; the end is ftill at the 

" fame diilance, and all the turnings round mull be done over a* 

" gain.J Some weeks afi:cr tliis you likewife planned an attack on 

*' Gen. Walliington, while at White Marfli ; you marched out with 
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I do not adopt this language of contejnp^ ; hut If his panegyrifl bad 
not told us^ could it ba-ve been thought poJJi.hle^ that this gentleman^ a 
month after this puhlica'ion, Jhould ha'ce had a Fame fpanglcd ivit hjiarsy 
Jluck upon the top of his triu?nphal arch^ hlo\\:i?!g from her trumpet in 
letters of light : Tcs laurlers font immortels. j^?id not content ivith 
this cartas heing filed -Tvith the found of his fame ^ fJi-e ^^\: as even povj' 
dered ivithfars^ to tell us that it reached up to the heavens. 



2 So A romantic Triumph after ruinous D if graces and Defeats, 
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** infinite parade ; but on finding" him preparing to attack vou, tin 
*' next morning you prudently cut about, and retreated to Phii:i 
*' delphia with all the precipitation of a man conquered in imagi 
*' nation. Immediately after the battle of German town, the pro 
** babilitv of Burgoyne's defeat gave a new policy to the affairs ir 
'^ Pcnnfvlvania ; and it was judged moft confiflcnt with the genera! 
" fafetv of America to wait the iiibe of the northern campnio-ti. 
^' Slow and fure is found work. The news of that victory arrived 
Rctrcatsbe- '« {^ Qur camp the i8th of Odober, and no fooner did the fliout o{ 
fort * aih- ii ' ^^^ ^^g report of the i q cannon reach your ears, than vou re- 
hidr atnoa? lolved upoD a retreat, and the next day,that is on the 19th, with- 
vrwmcn. " drew your drooping army into Philadelphia. This movement was 

" evidently dictated by fear, ajid carried with it a pofitive confellion 
" that you dreaded a fecond attack. It was hiding yourfclf amons; 
*' women - and children, and fleeping away the choicefl part of a 
*' campaign in espenfive inadlivitv. • An army in a city, can never 
" be a conquering army, The ntuatlon admits only of defence. 
*' It is mere fhelter ; and every military power in Europe will con- 
*' elude vou to be eventually defeated. 
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The time when you made this retreat, was the very time you 

/' ought to have fought a battle, in order to put yourfelf in a con- 

■^' dition of recovering in PennfylvaniaAvhat you had lofl at Sara- 

*' toga ; and the reafon why you did not, mull be either prudence 

" or c e ; the former fuppofes your inability, and the latter 

'' needs no explanarion." 

Such are the fentiments which the Americans entertain of this 
gentleman, and fo great the contempt they exprefs of him. What 
would have been faid of the Duke of Marlborough^s vanity, if, after 
40,000 enemies killed and taken at the battle of Blenheim, he had 
encouraged his ofBcers and dependants to dedicate to him a tri- 
umphal arch, and had employed even the enemies Handards taken 
in battle, in forming an avenue for himfelf and fellow conquerora 
to have walked through ? What then are we to think of a beaten 
A romantic general's debafing the King's enfigns (for he had none of his ene- 
tnumph af- ^\q^) }^y planting all the colours of the army in a grand avenue 
^'f^cesSc 300 feet in length, lined w^th the King troops, between twotrium- 
dci'cau. phal arches, for himfelf and his brother to march along in pompous 

proceffion, followed by a numerous train of attendants, with feven 
filken knights of the blended rofe, and feven more of the burning 
mountain, and their fourteen Turkey drefled damfels, to an area 
of 150 yards fquare, lined alfo with the King's troops, for the ex- 
hibirion of a tilt and tournament, or mock fight of old chivalry, 
in honour of this triumphant hero ; and all this fea and land ova- 
tion 

* Sho7iU the reader ajk^ 'wLaf it ivas that the .general at laji did 
among them f his panegyrifl here has told a.r, " He bounces offix^lth his 
homhs and burning hearts^ fet itpon the pillars of his triumphal areh^ 
'Vjhich^ at the proper time of the Jho'W^ ^^^fi out in a Jhoiver offquihs 
Mnd craciers^ and other fire^ivorksy to the deleBable amazement of Mifs 
Craigy Mifs Che^\ Mifs 'Redman^ and all the other mijfes^ drejfed out 
ms tJjefair damfels of the blended, rofe ^ and of the burning 7nountain^ foT 
this farce ofknight-errantrw,^^ 
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tionmadc ; not in confequence of an uninterrupted fuccel!ion of vic- 
tories, like thofe of the Duke of Mariborouo;li ; not after the con- 
queft of Canada by a "Wolfe, a ToivnOiend, and an Amherfl: ; or, 
after the much more valuable conquell of all the French provinces 
and pofleffions in India, under the \V'/:' and ac^kr Oen. Coote; but 

after thirteen provinces wretchedly loll, and a three years feries of 
ruinous dilgraces and defeats. 




REVIEW OF THE WAR. 

T IS a lingular and convincincc proof of the weak and diftraded Effronterr 
ftate of our councils, and of the power of the rei^rning factions, of poblic 
when notorious public delinquents, who have entailed upon us an d«Un(ju«ncs 
enormous additional debt, who have loaded us with national diflio- 
nour, who have plunged us into a French and Spanifli war, not only 
efcape with impunity, but are heard with patient fubmiilion in the fe- 
nate, declaim on their own merits, and arraign that country for ill- 
treatment, which they, by their bafe and miferable condu(fl- have un- 
done. Such tamenefs in us, is the lafl and* moll wretched flage of na- 
tional humiliation : In thnm, to ruin a people, and call for their 
praife, is the highefl pitch of daring infult and hardened malignity- 
But to leave the crowd of delinquents to the confolations and flatte- 
ries of oppofition, Sir William Howe fliall be my objedl. 

This man, who has brought a name formerly honoured into 
contempt, wantonly facrificed a thoufand of our bravefl men at Bun- 
ker's hill, by defpinng the fituation of the enemy, and rejecting thf 
limplell and eaficfl: of all manccuvrep, that of landing on their left 
from Myfllc river, and taking poll on the heights above their rear* 
which would have given us their whole army to a man. 

By neglefting to occupy the heights of Dorchefler, which he ha4 
conrtantly before his e)*cs for ten months, and which he knew from 
the firfl * the rebels intended to pofTefs, he was forced to fly with 
ignominy from Bofton ; purchafing a quiet retreat by a fecret ca- 
pitulation, never having the candour to own his obligation to the 
negociator of his fafety, but all along dilingenuoufly attempting to 
impofe upon the world, fl^at his fine yniUfary difpofttio7i had enchanted 
the rebels. 

From this place he fled with all the precipitation of a man com- Secret hiP 
pleatly difcomfited, abandoning an hundred pieces of cannon and toryofBcif- 
mortars, great quantities of military ilores, and even provifions, and ^?^ cvacua- 
fuch a vaft afl*ortment of linens and woollens, as lalled the New^**^' 
England rebels, who were in great diftrefs for them, no lefs than two 
3''ears; together with a fleet of veflels of various denominations which 
were all fitted out againfl: us next fummer, and fcouring the Wellern 
Ocean, nearly ruined for that year, our whole Welllndia Trade, 
He was repeatedly urged and intreated to ifllie orders for tranfport- 
ing fhe linens and u'ooUens to Halifax ; there they might have beea 
reftored to the proper owners, but it was to no purpofe ; fallen, in- 

A a dolent 

* Gen, Gage alfo had information of this in May 177S5 ^ithefaTfie 
time tvith their intention ofoceuf^ing Bunker* i hllU 
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dolcntand diil^patcJ, he was incapable of doing any bufiiicfs orof fur- 
raourstinganv diliiculty. The lame motives or want of motives pre- 
vented his leaving a garrifon on George's ifland nearNantaJkct road, 

though a propolal of his own to the Miniiler. A battalion on that 
iiland, which is very- defcnUble, would, with a fliip of war, have com- 
pletely fecured Bollon harbour. But for want of the protection that 
fuch a garrifon could have given to a man of warj and received from 
her, the rebels foon forced Capt. Banks to leave the road, in confc- 
quence of which, moil of our llore ihips from Europe and the Weft 
Indies with near looo men in transports, ran diredtly into Boflon 
harbour, and were taken. 

Orders were fcnt In fummer and fall 1775 to evacuate Bofton, 
Miniftiy being ailiamed of the inglorious fituation of troops fo coop- 
ed up, expofed to infult, want, and furprize ; and no longer either 
objefts of terror, or caufe of diflrefs to the rebels. Thefe orders 
our commander rejcdied. The profpcit of fix months total idlencfs, 
was too great a happincfs for a fluggifli mind to relinquilli. In re- 
ply, he fent home the following bravado ; '* that it were to be 
^^^^ t' " ^"i^^^^ the rebels would hazard fo rafli an attempt as to attack 
tacked - is " bim. But they did make the attempt, and he funk under it, 
attacked &■ without a fingle effort or flruggle on his part to make head agalnft 
flies ; and them. If hJs mind had not been of a moft impenetrable or callous 
'"'^^^T" texture how dreadfully mortified mull he have felt, when jull as he 
difpatSe? ^^^ Commenced his flight, and not yet out of light of thefpiresof Bof- 
ifl his flight ^on, aihip of war from England hailed him, and gave him the minif- 

ter*s difpatches, applauding his reafons for not Icanjing Boflon, and 
julHfying his rcfolution of remaining there, as an en.mcuation would 
have been a yzxy unadvifeable meafure. Thus he fled with thofc 
praifes in his pocket, which had been laviflied upon him only on 
the fuppofition, that he fliil kept firm in his poll. There are few 
minds but would have felt this ftroke for life. 

Though he knew the necefEty of remaining in Boflon on account 
of his expected reiDforcements,andto keep up an alarm to prevent the 
rebels from reinforcing their army before Quebec, yet he went to 
Ihut himfelf up on the inhofpitible coafl of Nova Scotia, eight 
days fail Out of his road, inflead of going to New York, which at 
lafl he thought proper to do three months after. Immediately on 
our deferting Boflon the rebels detached a large reinforcement to 
their army in Canada. As to Quebec, he had left it to its fate, or 
rather apparently configned it to the rebels ; on the loth of Oc- 
tober, while folacing himfelf at Boflon, Gen. Carleton's letters be- 
feeching fuccours arrived, with intelligence he had not 100 foldiers 
under his command. Our great man, fo wife, fo adlive, and zea- 
lous, in confultation with Admiral Graves determined a battalion 
of marines fliould be fent : in three days the tranfports w^x^ ready 
to take them on board : but at that inllant Admiral Graves re- 
ceiving a new light, thought fit to declare, that to fend tranfports 
lip the St- Lawrence was unadvifeable and Impra£licable. People 
wondered from whence the admiral had received this fudden illumi' 
nation, as he had been quite of another opinion three days beforcr 
Then our general undertook the bufmefs ; but he came to a quicker 
decifion; doing in one day what Graves had taken three to do; 

tliat is, comicg^ to a determiiiation to fend them, and a determina- 
tion 
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tion not to fend them. Sendln^^ troops would have been doin^ Curious 0- 
fomethin^, therefore it went no further than an idea, as we were pinions for 
ahvays betterpleafed when doin£^ nothint^. After all this preparation ^"'' ^g^inil 
and exertion of wlfdom, the vcllcl from Qiicbcc was fent back exprefs ^*'"f'^''^i"S 
the 13th of Oaober in the evening, to let Gen. Carlcton know, that ^''''"• 
it was the decided opinion of Gen. Howe and Admiral Graves, 
that it was impradicablc for veiTcls with troops on board to ^et up 
the river St.^ Lawrence ; but that vellcls with e.xprejjcs without any 
troops certainly might. 

In his paflage from Halifax to New York, he might have de- 

ilroyed every thing that could float in all the rebel harbours, and 
yet have landed when he did, Augull: 22d, on Lon^ illand. Ey 
frequent landin^rs on the coail, he would have weakc'ned WuO.iing- 
ton's army at New York, by the wit]\drawing- of the New England 
men. Had this been done, the privateers that in the fummer com- 
manded the feas, would have been deftroved in embryo. 

It is now necelTary to bring forward Lord Howe, touching his Original 
negociations. The body of the people of America were loval to di>ofuiofl 
the King, and afFeftionate to the mother country. Thcfe original "^ ^'^^^ -^"^ 
and habitual difpofitions prevailed over two thirds of the people, ^"'^"""s. 
when Lord and Gen. Howe met as Commilfioners at Staten ifland. 
Men of genius and addrefs, would foon have brought moflof the 
provinces on our fide. But the Howes for want of qualities to 
gain, or abilities to negociatc, confirmed all our enemies, and lofl 
us moflof our friends. At firll, even Wafliington's army lliewed 
a joy at the profpefl of reuniting with Britain, and the people of 
the provinces were praying for our appearance, and preparing to 
receive us with open arms ; but before the campaign 1776 ended, 

our four manners, our want of-capacity, and even of civility, an 
■univcrfal and undifcriminating fcene of plunder, produced the' moll: 
fatal effecSls ; our enemies were rendered more inveterate, and our 
friends dreaded the approach of foldicrs more than of rebels. This 
arofe from the contrailed condutT: of Gens. Howe and Wafliing- 
ton. Our army plundered. Wafliington retook 20 waggons loads 
at Trenton, and reftored the whole to the proper ov/ners without 
regard to their political creeds. It fliould be remarked, however, 
in juflice to Sir William Howe, that he forbid plundering in or- 
ders, but he could not conceal his illiberal hatred to the American 
name ; and officers and men continued a practice, which was 
thought no ways difagreeable to the commander in chief. But for 
this, plundering might have been prevented in the other parts of 
the army as well as in the firlt brigade. Such condurt in our two 
brothers was rather the efleftof weaknefs than of vice : they had in Jj^^^^.,^"^ 
common the fuHen family gloom : in one thing they differed : Sir ot LorHnJ 
William hated bufinefs, and never did any ; my Lord loved bufi- Gcn.Howo 
nefs, dwelt upon it, and never could leave or end it. Their dif- 
ferent pallions and dehres were equally de(lru6live to us ; all of 
which, joined to their injudicious, weak, and difgraceful opera- 
tions, proved the ruin of the war. Their uniform character through 
life has been, and is to this day, haughty, morofe, hard hearted 
and inflexible ,• in general a compofition of pride and perfonnl cou- 
rage, though this laft phrafe ought to be expunged for infenfibl* 
hty ; on their firft appointment, they were conlidcred as the Horatii 

A n 2 of 



184. RenfU'Oj of the War, 

of the Englifh liate, but now a melancholy reverfe of ^ntiment i« 
felt J- they are looked upon as our undoers, rather than our fa- 

vioun . 

The mofl fanguine wifhers on the fide of government, never e* 

Ten hoped for half the force to end the rebellion that the prefent 

American miniiler employed. Gen. AmherlKs demand of 20,000 

men, had been conlidered as an extravagancy, and only made to an- 

fwer the purpofe of a refufal. Gen, Howe had 4.0,870 effedlivc 

men under his command. Let us fee what ufe he made of them. 

When he landed on Long- ifland, he neg-ledled to feize the heisfhts 

Interefeing above Flat Bufh ; the rebels knew their importance, and took pof- 

PJ^-^"^y^j. feffion of them at 3 in the afternoon, which he mie;ht have done at 

Srooklvtu ^^ ^^ ^^^ morning. This nec^lect might have been fatal to him. 

He had nearly been induced to attack where he muil: have failed. 
But the enemy had their nccrlects too. U'afhint^ton's order for fecur- 
ing the Jamaica road vvas not obeyed- Gen, Howe by a nightmarch 
occupied that pafs ; and unperceived by the enemy,got between their 
array on the heights and their lines. The rebels tied in the utmoll 
diforder. Sullivan owned, that when he faw himfelf furrounded, 
Be defired his men to fhift for themfelves. This they did with 
great expedition ; and our troops were following the rebel fugitives 
into their lines, when thev were with the utmoft difficulty called back 
133^ the repeated orders of Gen. Howe. Exclulive of the rebels who 
were routed, there were onlv 300 men with Putnam in their lines. 
There is not the leafl doubt but our foldiers would have carried 
them by Itorm:; and in confequencc, all the enemy's army on Long 
illand, coniifting of 7000 men, mufl have been killed or taken. 
Gen. Robertfon, in evidencfr, though he could not deny thefe fads, 
yet palliated the meafure, by faying, he imagined Gen. Howe could 
not know thefe circumflances, and that it was his opinion at the 
time that Gen. Howe did right in calling back the troops ; but the 
matter is not what an officer fo delicately circumftanced as Gen. Ro- 
bertfon was, might think proper to fay in order to excufe Grcn. 
Howe. Would a great officer, or even any officer, weighing what 
he might get and what he might lofe, have recalled his troops from 
lines, which he himfelf was confident they would, had they been 
permitted, have llormed with fuccefs } 

Without a fmgle movement we lay 3 days in the face of thefe 

lines with 18,000 men eager for battle, and allowed the enemy to 

ferry themfelves over to New York with all their baggage, though 

their place of embarkation was only a mile and a half from our 

camp. Lord Howe was equally fupine ; he lay almoft within fight 

of the ferr\*, with the mofi numerous fleet ever feea in that part 

of the world, as if he had been fent to cover, ratherthan to cut off 

their retreat. Had the two brothers moll: earnellly defired that 

the rebel army fhould efcape, it was impoffible for them to have 

a6ted more properly for the effefting of fuch a purpofe. 

Rcoel re- Though our commander was now in pofieffion of the heights that 

treat might Commanded Governor's ifland, he fufFered. fifteen hundred rebels to 

have been go off without the leaft diliurbance. They retired in fuch frighl 

car oif. ^^x, they abandoned their cannon ; but two days after, finding we 

did not take pofl'effion, they returned and carried them off to New 

York, -Our chief now compofed himfelf for more tbao a fortnight, 

Qoly 
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only amufing himfclf in erecfling a battery againft a gentleman's 
houfe on York illand, endeavouring to frighten the rebels with the 
noife of his cannon, but without doing them any harm. During 
this time he fliould have gone up the Eafi: river, or rather embarked 
at Whitellovvn juft adjoining his encampment, and cut off the re- 
bel retreat by King's bridge, while his lordfl\ip with his parade fleet, 
fhould have occupied the North and Eaft rivers ; thefc plain and 
iiniple movements would have given us all Wa(hington*s army, and 
all the rebel ringleaders almoft without firing a gun ; for they mufl 
have furrendered foon.for wantof proviiions. In this cafe too, we 
fliould have favcd the 500 men loll before fort Wafliington, 

But as we never were to be in the right, after giving the rebels 

17 days to run away from New York, we crofled the ferry with 
the rnofl pompous parade to take pollellion of it. Had we been w//ir 
and aB-infc^ we might even now have cut off the retreat of the rebels 
by King's bridge, but four weeks were fpent at Haerlcm, and the op- 
portunity lofi, the rebels at lall having difcovered their dangerous 
fituation. After io much delay, negligence, and blindnefs, we 
were at lad: to do, when all opportunity was gone, what we ought 
to have done fix weeks before. Our infallible Hero, above all good 
advice, and taking his own way, landed on Frog's neck, October Ridiculous 
i2th, without ever thinking beforehand it was neceffary to recon- fimation oa 
tioitre the ground. The enemy having no intention to difpute this Frog's neck 
paltry flip of land with him, broke down the bridge that joined it 
to the main, and loijked at him from their intrenchments on the 
oppofite fide with no little fatisfa6lion : they had (liuthim out from 
the continent ; he was now fairly blocked up on the land fide. In 

this odd fituation he had neither candour nor fenfe enough to con- 
fefs his blunder, and then endeavour to remedy it. Bnt fpent ano- 
ther week cooped up on this plcafant fpot, trying to convince the 
army that he was certainly in the right. With their fituation be- 
fore their eyes, and a full conviction of the folly that brought 
them there, all their refpccl for their commander could not make 
them fwallow this abfurditv. Heaven knows when he would 
have moved, had not the ridicule and murmurs of the army over- 
come for once his obfrinacy, and fcnt him to fea again. Now in- 
deed he landed near New llochelle, the place he fliould originally 

have debarked at. 

It has been julHy obferved, that in following our Hero's pro- 
grefs, ouraflonitlimcnt fuffcrs no refl. Indolence and folly diretfted 
all ourm.ovements. In ten days we hardly march ten miles, though 
it was fuppofed the rebels were retreating. On the 28th, however, 
we find them waiting for us on the Brunx. Two regiments attack ^\^^l^^ 
a detached corps of the enemy, and gain a material poll. Another cr.c.-ny c- 
general would have puflicd his good fortune, having an army fu- fcapcs. 
pcrior in number, fuperior in difcipline, in every point of equip- 
ment, and more than all thefe, victorious, againll a beaten, dif- 
heartened, flying enemy. But we had done aH'tn^e fernuce enough 
for one day. Next day, as at the heights of Dorchefter iaityear, 
the enemy's lines appeared much ftrengthened, therefore the attack 
was deferred till we were reinforced. Our reinforcement joined us the 
30th. Now we were to attack the next day, but it happening to rain 

i;i th^ night and morning, this was fufticient cxcufe for putting it off 

ft 
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a tbird time, tliougb the day proved fair ; and then the day after 
that, November ift, to qmt •reat furprife^ the enemy were run a- 
way. Thev left a rear guard within two miles of us to cover their 
retreat. This corps we did not think proper to attack. Here ag-ain 
the rebels were faved from abfolute deftru(!tion. We had a corpson 
their right flank, befides, on that flank their retreat was cut oti" by 
the North river, only two miles dillant, where feme of our fliips 
and gallies lay, and thev had Croton river in their rear, only four 
miles dillant, which Gen. Howe's own friends have proved not 
lordablc. It is true there is a bridge over Croton river, but our 
left was almoU as near it as the rear of the rebel right, and-they durft 
not attremptto pafs it in our prefence. It was beyond the power of 
nature to have faved them, had thev been attacked, A corps upon 
their left flank would have prevented them taking the Connefl:icut 
road ; they were then hemmed in between our fuperior army, the 
North river, and Croton river ; and their total ruin was certain and 
infallible, had wc only attacked them. We neither attacked nor pur- 
fued them. Such conduci: will never put an end to any rebellion. 
We now returned or retreated to York ifland and ilormed fort 

"Waflnngton, in which the rebels bad left upwards of 2 coo men. 
Itcofl: us 500. If our operations had been direfled with any degree 
of judgment, we fliould have had this conquell, with Wafhington 

and all his rebels, at much lefs expence. 
Ci^r'^man ^7 ^"^ march back, or retreat, we abandoned all that part of the 
murdered, province of New York beyond Kingibridge. The rebels whom we 
aod a loyal had not thought worth purfuing, nowpurfued us, and ravaged the 
people 2- Chefter counties, where we had been joyfully received, murdering 
>aiidoncd. ^^ clerg^-raan of Rye, for having been afliduous in llrengthening 

the loval principles of the inhabitants. In this refpeft our condu£t 
has been conftant and uniform, in urging our well wifhers in Ame- 
rica to public declarations of loyalty, and then abandoning them 
to perfecution and death. 

We fliould have intercepted the fliattered remnant of the rebel 
army, by puihing a detachment over to Elizabeth town or Amboy : 
our not doing it could onlv arife from ignorance, indolence, or a 
dread that the rebellion would be too fhort. And again Lord Corn- 
wallis's halt at Brunfwick, for want of orders, when in %ht ofthefe 
fame wretched fugitives, little more than 2000 men, whilft he had 
with him the referve of our aniiy, the vet}- flower of our troops, 
nearly double the rebel flrength, is a fl:rong inflance of a deficiency 
fomewhere, and another decilive opportunity rejedlcd. Through 
indolence of manoeuvre our hero did not come up till fix days after 
the enemy's efcape. For fome days he looked at them acrofs the 

Delaware, and on December the 14th put his troops into winter 

quarters in an extended line of cantonment of near 100 miles, in 0- 
pen villages, without a Angle work to cover them. The pleafurea 
_,^ J— of New York now attra6led us ; and in 12 days we were defeated 
cited a°a°^ ^^ Trenton. But the mind cannot dwell on this fhameful tranfac- 
proof a- tion ; Rhall has been blamed becaufe he is dead ; and perhaps, the 
gainft dead brave Donop has been cited as a proof of the charge, becaufe he 
Rhali fQQ js dead. 

The defeat at Trenton andPrincetown broke up our cantonments, 

and loll: ui the whole Jerfeys except three villages. During the re- 
mainder 
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maindcr of the whiter our foraging parties were attacked and fliot 
down wherever thev prcfented themieivcs ; and thoie petty, dif- 
graceful conflitfts, loft us more mt-a tlum a general engagement. Our 
commander paid us one vllit, and was in great danger of being" 

killed or taken prifoner ; he had a very hard ride for his cfcape* 
This winter Gen. Vaughan, a very gallant officer, and remarkable 
for his llrong and pointed layings, being aflted his opinion on the 
enfuing campaign, replied with great promptitude and concifenefs, 
*' I am for the tnojl 'vigorous rmafures : I am twt for yturfiug a rehelU' 

*' on^ I believe his opinion was never again aflced, and he has 
been left to amufe himfelf the bell: way he can at New York. 

In the fpring and fummer it is impoflible for the mind of man I'e^pon- 
to conceive the gloom and refentment of the army,- on rhc retreat ^■ 

from the Jerfeys, and the fliipping them to the foutlnvard : "Oth- ^j^jgC^j-tinff 
ing but being prefent and feeing the countenances of the foldiers, Burg6yne. 
could give an imprcffion adequate to the fcene ; or paint the aflo- 
nifliment and defpair that reigned in New York, when it was found, 
that the North river was deferted, and Burgoyne's army abandon- 
ed to its fate. All the former opportunities loft through indolence, 
or rejetled through delign, appeared innocent when compared with 
this fatal movement. The ruinous and dreadful confequcnces were 
inftantly forefeen and foretold : and dcfpondence or execration til- 
led every mouth. 

Had there been no Canada army to dcfert or to facrifice, the voy- 
age to the fouthward could only originate from the mofl profound 
ignorance or imbecility. 

To run away from, and confequently to ruin the people who 
had fubmitted in the Jerfcys, as he had' formerly ferved thofe of 

the Cheller counties, could have no other etiaT: than that of fixing 

on our ilandards the character of dcdruL-tive idiotifm, or treachery ; 

to fly before VValliington was dcprelfing the fpirit of our own troops, 

and giving a triumph to the enemy : and to fly from the fcene 

where he ought to have afted, and with a land army undertake a 

fix weeks voyage in the very heart of the campaign, was certainly -^'■"^y i» 

an abfurdity even too extravagant for a faiiy tale : above all, to pi*^-?'jju 

go to Philadelphia, which every corporal could have told him ,,^^1^/ 

would be putting his army in fetters. — Flis condut.^ has verified 

this opinion. — He never dared to move a day's march from it-' 

It was a cord about his neck. 

As to the Brandywine manoeuvres fo much idolized by his par- 
tizans, any boy at a military academy can repeat them from 
Saxe's Reveries ; and from the Uinie fource can add to them, " That CountSaxe's 
^' not to profecutfc £. vic%ry, and purfue your enemy to the ut7noJl in opin'o" of 
" your power, is founded on a falfe principle : that 10,000 men in ^^"^'/^ £■=" 
" punuit, are lunicient to overtnrow 100,000 in retreat : that no ma- 
*' noeuvres can fail but thofc that take up ti?nc and give refpite to 
the enemy : that a regular retreat is imprafficable, unlefs a con- 
queror is guilty of ranijf.icfs ; but that generals avoid ^t{t. dcci-* 
** frje opportunities, from an ttn-iK^'Uhignefi to put an end to the 
*' war." It is a known truth, people prefent at the engagement 
rode io Philadelphia that very night ; that the rebel congrefs were 
then affemblcd in that town j and that a fpirited march of a detach- 
ment from the divifion of our army that pailed Chad's ford, and 

were 






iSS RrvieKXJ of the JJ'ar. 

T^'crc not faticriied as that part which marched on our left, mirrht 
have farpriled the whole rebel conclave j at leafl, would have gain- 
ed poliefiion of all the rebel maoazines. Inllead of a movement fo 
very plain and rational, the whole army hardly moved at all, for 
even our mofr fonvard detachment was 15 davs in reaching Phila- 
delphia. Whereas had a detachment the night of the battle been 

pufhed fonvard to Philadelphia ; and the army, or another ftrong 
detachment moved brilklv in purfuit of the fugitive rebels, their 
army for chat year would have been undone. So far from this hap- 
pening, we fuifered another blockade in Philadelphia all winter, 
b\^ a ragged contemptible enemv not half our force. Our Hero has 
a pafiion for being blockaded. In 1775 we were blockaded in Bof- 
toa : in 1776 in New York, and three Jerfey villages : in 1777 in 
Philadelphia. 

At Germantown, Wafhin^ton was forced to feck him in his own 

camp: we were completely furprifed. He, it is faid, was not to 

be feen : he was deeply eng^aged fomewhere, or with fomebody : 
he was not to be diilurbed ; and if Gen. Grant had not forced his 
way to him, he would have known nothing of the battle but by 
report : yet he could tell his braveft men, the Britifh light infan- 
try, who had bfeen fought down by the whole rebel army, with 
that harfh inienfibility fo chara£lerifl:Ic in him, '' that they ought 
G. Howe's it to have remained in their poil^ and been cut to pieces on the 
f ^ \ *' fpot." In this affair we loll our baggage, and had not the gal- 

lant Mufgrave thrown himfelf into a ftone houfe, which was very 
firong, 'tis likely our a(ft2ve hero might have been furprifed in bed. 
Such dreadful conduct: could operate in no other manner than it 
did : that is, in bringing dellruttion upon England, and a load of 
difgrace upon himfelf. On the i8th of Odtober, the rebel cannon 
^ announced the ruin of Burgoyne : appalled, and confcience fl:ruck. 
Hear? or ^^^ perhaps trembling for himfelf, inilant orders were given to re- 
im^^re"-^ ^ treat, and he led us back to hide his head in Philadelphia. There, 
treats, and after three days tumult of mind, he wrote his letter of relignation ; 
EigB*. finding that, the only refource left him to parry his facrifice of 

Burgoyne ; to extricate himfelf from the unmilitary pofition in 
which he had involved himfelf; and to ward off from himfelf, if 

poffible, under a quarrel with the miniftry, all blame of the igno- 
miny and ruin he had brought on his country. 
^^^'™" f. The confequences of this man's unaccountably weak and wretch- 
!"'^"'^, ed conduct are, thirty thoufand brave men dcftroyed, thirty mil- 

t!<rnt fiu- IJoiis of money expended, thirteen provinces lofl, and a war with 
gidjty. the whole Houfe of Bourbon- If fuch mifconducl: is to pafs with- 
out cenfure or punilhment, there mull: be a radical weaknefs, either 
in the conflitution of the flate, or in the minds of the people, and 
the total diflblution of this empire muft be fafl approaching ; for 
the people who fit in patient flupidity, and fee themfelves become 

the victims of ignorance or treacher}"^, cannot, and do not deferve 
to exiir as a nation. 
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CONCLUSION. 

ON the moft candid and flrid inveftigation, it is apparent, 
that the major part oFthe Americans were airainJl any breach 
with the mother country, and thiit fentiments favourable to a re- 
conciliation and return to allegiance now poflels many, who lately 
were active adherents of rebellion. The opprelHons and cruelties 
of the rebel Congrefs, and the comparifon the inhabitants- of the 
provinces draw, between their prefcntconvulfed and wretched con- 
dition, and their former peaceful and happy Hate, have wrought 
this change in their opinions. Indeed there is the greateft rcafon to Oppofition 
believe, that no rebellion would have arifen, but for the llrons; and the chief 

^ J 1-1 • I r ^ A- caufe or A- 

repeated encouragement, the malecontents received, from a trai- j^^^ican cc- 

terous oppolition in this kingdom. An oj>polirion infected bdlion. 

ivith the black ambition of doing evil, like the outcalt and fallen 

angels in Milton, and of endeavouring, where they cannot command, 
at leaft, to deftroy ; and whofe fatal intentions have been nearly 
compleated, by the ruinous and languid operations of our armies, 
under men, who had been clofclv connected with them. Need we 
wonder then, that fuch commanders fliou Id again embody tlicm- 
felves under fuch politicians ? Certainly wc ought not. The al- 
liance is ftnt^^ly in character. In fac^, we have c\^\'y reafon to la- 
ment, that a certain general did not a£t that great man, his Not- 
tingham correfpondent wiflied him to art, and refufe to go againll 
this p£ople in rebellion. The wilhes of fomc men amongft us, who 
are the inveterate enemies of our happy conllitution, of church and 
ftate, are clearly demonllrated in the letter from Nottingham. Well 
might the general fay, that the men at Nottingham wcvc deceived 
in fuppofing, there were not many peaceable and loyal fubjet^s in 
America; and that the infurgents were i^w in comparifon of the 
whole people. We confefs, however, that now, he pretends to be 
of a different opinion ; but that does not affetl the truth of the 
cafe ; which the molt recent accounts from America, and the evi- 
dence before the Houfe of Commons have firmly efuibliflicd. No 

wonder the general was filled with allonlflimcnt at the rancour and The mi- 
malice of fome men; for it muH infj)ire every true friend to his n<>us npn.-!- 
country with horror, when he rcflct'ts, that a fet of men exill: in it, ^""^^ '" :'^" 
who wilh the fall of every officer that combats for the conilituti- "j'^",-^^ f 1^'° 
onal authority of the ftate. However, as tlie operations in America ^v.tting-' 
have turned out, we need not be filled with altoniflimenr, that the harm 
general was highly complimented on his accepting the command in 
America, by thofe who were averfe to the mcafures of government ; 
^'OR need we be filled with alloniihment at his entreating !iis cor- 
refpondent to fufpend his judgment, until the event fliould 

prove him unworthy of his fupport. 

Our internal enemies, oppolition, and thofc \vho are the rc- 
hel confederates, having only jufl failed of ruining us in war, 
by lending us, or endeavouring toimpofc upon us, gcnemls and ad- 
mirals, being now terrified at the rifing fpirit of the iiation, the vi- 
gorous preparations for war, and the iightofa military force a- 
mounting nearly to half a million, are now attempting 10 circuni- 
v«Bt us by negociation, that they may cfiVct by arc and trcachei'v, 
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Conclujion, 

that deftruiElion, which they have juft failed of bnngmg upon i* 
by war. Their infidious and treacherous propofals are, a five or 3 
ten years truce with-the rebels. This would be equivalent to giv- 
ing them independency at once. The propohtion is perhaps more 
diffing^uifhcd for its effronter}'- than art. To grant the rebellious 
colonies fuch a truce, or any truce, would be to enable them to re- 
cover from their prefent condition, to recover their dread and im- 
menfe lofles. It would give them time to procure all the fupplies 
they are now in fuch dillrefs for ; to recruit their armies, and to 
fettle their revolted flate on fuch a firm foundation, that no power 
perhaps of the mother countrj'- could fliake it. On our fide, dur- 
ing the truce, our army and navy mufi: be reduced ; thus we are 
llrippedof every power of refinance, and at its expiration, muftig;- 
nominioufly accede and crouch to whatever terms cruel and infolent 

rebels, and haughty and inveterate foes think proper to didlate. 

Such are the intentions of our internal and external enemies, ivho 
by infidious negociations refolve to diveft us of our itrength, and 
thin take advantage of our folly ; fenfible that the natural fpirit of 
Sngliflimen is not to be deadened whilft they have arms in their 
Bands, or that they will tamely refign themfelves up an eafy 
and an helpleis prey. The true means to obtain a lafting, benefi- 
cial and glorious peace, reft folely on a vigorous profccution of 
the war- . ^ 

At prefent, what hopes ought we to have of honourable ac- 
commodation ; — we, who during the whole courfe , of the rebel- 
lion, till within thefe few days, have been alternately beaten, baf- 
fled and betrayed- It is admitted that the enemy may be terrified 
at the vigour of our preparations ; but do not let us tie up our 
hands ; let us fight while we negociate ; let the immenfe force we 
have raifed be properly exerted ; and let us rid theloyal and fuffering 
Americans of the tj-ranny of the rebel Congrefs and their army. 
Now we know the number and extent of our foes ; . now we know 
the treacherous defigns the mafk of patriotifm covers ; and now, 
fince we have felt and fuffered for our errors and our weaknefs, let 

us reap the fruits of our prefent experience ^nd of our preftn!; 
fbength- 
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